
 
 

JOHN MOORE HERITAGE SERVICES 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF 
 

OF THE  
 

NEW SEWER PIPE, 
 

SOMERTON, OXFORDSHIRE. 
 
 
 

SP 4958 2865  
 

On behalf of 
 

Thames Water Utilities 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 
 
 

 
NOVEMBER 2005 



John Moore HERITAGE SERVICES                                            New Sewer, Somerton, Oxfordshire: SNCS 05 
                                                                                                               An Archaeological Watching Brief  

 
 
 
 
REPORT FOR   Thames Water Utilities Ltd 
    Clearwater Court (RBH2) 

Vastern Road 
Reading 
RG1 8DB 

 
 
PREPARED BY  David Gilbert 
 
 
FIELDWORK   12th - 26th October 2005 
 
 
REPORT ISSUED  3rd November 2005 
 
 
ENQUIRES TO  John Moore Heritage Services 
    Long White Cloud 
    Waterperry Road 
    Holton 
    Oxfordshire OX33 1PW 
 
    Telephone/Fax 01865 876637 
    Email: jmhs99@hotmail.com 
 
 
Site Code;   SNCS 05 
JMHS Project No:  1593 
Archive Location  Oxfordshire County Museum Service 
    Accession number OXCMS: 2005.121 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



John Moore HERITAGE SERVICES                                            New Sewer, Somerton, Oxfordshire: SNCS 05 
                                                                                                               An Archaeological Watching Brief  

CONTENTS 
 
 

         Page 
 
 
SUMMARY          1 
 
 
1 INTRODUCTION         1 
1.1 Site Location          
1.2 Planning Background         
1.3 Archaeological Background        
 
2 AIMS OF THE INVESTIGATION      2 
 
3 STRATEGY         2 
3.1 Research Design         2     
3.2 Methodology         2 
 
4 RESULTS          2 
 
5 FINDS          6 
 
6 DISCUSSION         6 
 
7 ARCHIVE          7 
 
8 BIBLIOGRAPHY         7 
 
 
APPENDIX- Archaeological Context Inventory     8 
 
 
 
Figure 1  Site Location         3 
 
Figure 2 Plan of Ground Works within the SAM    5 
 
Figure 3 Section of Wall (30)       6 
 
 
 
 



John Moore HERITAGE SERVICES                                    New Sewer, Somerton, Oxfordshire: SNCS 05 
  An Archaeological Watching Brief 

 1

Summary 
 
A watching brief was conducted by John Moore Heritage Services during the ground 
work for the new sewer pipe installed by Thames Water in Church Street, Somerton, 
Oxfordshire, partially encroaching on the Somerton Village Earthworks Scheduled 
Ancient Monument. 
 
The investigation revealed numerous modern service trenches along Church Street. 
Within the boundaries of the Scheduled Ancient Monument an undated track-way 
surface and dry stone wall were revealed.    
 
 
1 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 Site Location (Figure 1) 
 
Thames Water re-routed a sewer pipe through Somerton from approximately NGR SP 
4965 2894 to SP 4958 2865. 
 
1.2 Planning Background 
 
Due to the potential for the work to affect archaeological deposits Thames Water 
implemented archaeological monitoring of the section along Church Street west into 
the Scheduled Monument of Somerton Village Earthworks (approximately NGR SP 
4974 2862 to SP 4958 2865).   
 
1.3 Archaeological Background 
 
This length of proposed pipeline was constructed in an area of archaeological 
potential.  The route passed through the historic core of the medieval village just north 
of the church of St James.  The 12th century church has a blocked Norman south door 
but is predominately of 14th century date with a 15th century battlemented parapet 
round the nave, aisles and tower (Sherwood & Pevsner1974, 767).  There is a 
medieval cross shaft on a medieval base in the churchyard (County Sites and 
Monuments Record – SMR 5453). 
 
Lying on the west side of the village are Somerton Village Earthworks (SMR 5614).  
These are a Scheduled Monument (Oxon SAM 261) and lie between the postulated 
castle to the north and the church to the south-west.  The clearest features to be seen 
from the ground are the curving holloway of a former village street which joined 
Church Street and a group of fishponds (SMR 5080).  Pottery recovered from features 
to the east of the holloway ranged from the 11th century to early 13th century.  A 
watching brief during the laying of a pipe in 1973/4 recorded stone foundations 
beneath the bank of the holloway (SMR 4476).  This showed that the holloway which 
runs approximately south-west was banked up on the village side in the later medieval 
period at least in the area seen at its southern end  The fishponds resemble old pits and 
hollows of which one is probably a fishpond (SMR).  The north ditch could probably 
be associated with the castle nearby. 
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2 AIMS OF THE INVESTIGATION 
 
The aims of the investigation as laid out in the Written Scheme of Investigation were 
as follows: 
 
• To make a record of any significant remains revealed during the course of any 

operations that may disturb or destroy archaeological remains. 
 
In particular: 
 

• to record any evidence for the medieval settlement. 
• to attempt to date the holloway and record any further structural details 

 
 

3 STRATEGY 
 
3.1 Research Design 
 
John Moore Heritage Services carried out the work to a Written Scheme of 
Investigation agreed with Oxfordshire County Archaeological Services.  Standard 
John Moore Heritage Services techniques were employed throughout, involving the 
completion of a written record for each deposit encountered, with scale plans and 
section drawings compiled where appropriate and possible. 
 
The recording was carried out in accordance with the standards specified by the 
Institute of Field Archaeologists (1994). 
 
 
3.2 Methodology 
 
The excavation of the pipe trench was monitored.  This work was conducted using a 6 
ton tracked 360o excavator, using a toothless ditching bucket for all deposits below 
the tarmac of the street. 
 
 
4 RESULTS (Figures 2 & 3) 
 
All features were assigned individual context numbers.  This number covered both the 
feature cut and the fill for pits, unless the feature was sample excavated by hand.  
Context numbers in [ ] indicate features i.e. pit cuts; while numbers in ( ) show feature 
fills or deposits of material. A general description of the feature fills is given.   
 
Church Street is approximately 136m long and slopes down from the east to west 
towards the track-way leading to the Scheduled Ancient Monument. This track-way is 
45m long to the gateway of the field, and the sewer pipe extended a further 15m into 
this field. 
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Along the length of Church Street the uppermost layer was the modern tarmac road 
surface (01), this was 0.1m thick and was lying on a pinkish grey sand and stone layer 
0.05m thick (02). Under this was a layer of pale yellow-grey sand and stones (03), 
which was up to 0.5m thick. 
 
These layers of make up for the modern road rested upon a compact natural orange-
yellow sand (04) that was up to 1.15m thick in the east of the street and only 0.2m 
thick in some places towards the west. Towards the bottom of this deposit localised 
pockets of large stone blocks were present; these were generally horizontal although 
certain pockets notable sloped up towards the west. 
 
Under this was an intermittent layer of pale grey-brown sandy clay (05), this was up 
to 0.3m thick in places. The lowest layer excavated was a dark grey – blue clay (06). 
This layer was noticeable closer to the modern ground surface in the west of Church 
Street than in the east. 
 
Twenty six linear cuts [07], [09]-[15], [17]-[25], [32]-[37] and [40]-[42] for modern 
services were located along the line of the new sewer pipe, the majority of these were 
storm drains. The fill of these cuts was a mixed matrix of the natural deposits in the 
area. Sometimes tarmac was also included in this fill. The lowest fill of these features 
was generally a fine loose gravel, placed to protect the service pipe. 
 
At the west end of Church Street a U-shaped cut [08] was observed to be 2m wide and 
1.1m deep. It was filled with sand and stone very similar to (03), and is probably an 
area of soft ground that was filled during the construction of the road.  
 
Approximately midway along Church Street a rectangular cut [16] was revealed. This 
was filled with a mixed matrix of clay and sand, but was not obviously associated 
with any services. Within the fill were the remains of a leather shoe. 
 
The upper surface of the track-way was constructed of stone and gravel (26) that was 
0.2m thick. In the eastern end of the track-way was a banded layer of previous track 
surfaces (38). This was 0.6m thick and at least 4 previous surfaces were recorded, 
some including tarmac and some of ash. This layer extended 15m along the line of the 
pipe. Below this and extending for 17m was a compact layer of stone (39) that varied 
between 0.1m to 0.3m in thickness. It is probable that this was an earlier surface of the 
track-way. It rested directly upon the dark grey clay (06). No finds were associated 
with this layer. 
 
Within the area of the Scheduled Ancient Monument the remains of a dry stone wall 
(30) was located on the north side of the modern track (figure 3). This wall remained 
0.3m in height, observed partially in section its width was not discernable. It appears 
to have been set in a shallow foundation cut [31], 0.1m deep. It is possible that this 
wall bordered the old track-way (29). 
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Figure 3: Section of wall (30) 
 
 
Under the present track-way was a layer of brown-grey clay loam (27), which varied 
between 0.1m to 0.2m thick. This layer contained 19th and 20th century pottery. Below 
the brown-grey loam was a 0.4m thick deposit of yellow-grey clay (28). In one 
localised area a layer of rounded stone (29) was directly under it. This stone layer was 
resting on the dark grey clay (06). In no other area was a layer of such stone observed 
on top of the clay, and there is the possibility that this is a surface of an earlier track-
way, possibly a continuation of (39).  
 
 
5 FINDS 
 
Finds were very limited. Sherds of mass produced white earthenwares (mid 19th - 
20th century) were present in several cuts for modern services, and also in deposits 
(27) and (38). 
 
Glass was also present in the cuts of the modern services, mostly notably that of the 
main sewer [17] which produced 5 intact screw-cap bottles of Bitter Lemon, from its 
fill. 
 
The partial remains of a leather shoe were recovered from cut [16]. The most intact 
fragment, the sole was pointed at the toes and 280mm in length. 
 
 
6 DISCUSSION 
 
The earliest track-way discovered was a layer of cobles and smaller stones (39) at the 
east end of the modern farm track. This was noted running west for a length of 15m 
before being truncated by more recent activity. It is possible that this track-way 
continued into the field and joined with the Holloway, and may be represented by the 
stone layer (29). No finds were associated with these layers, and both lay on natural 
deposits. 

 6
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The remains of a dry stone wall (30) was recorded bordering this track-way. This wall 
was revealed mostly in section, with shallow foundations set into the natural clay. It is 
possible that this wall could be part of the stone foundations recorded beneath the 
bank of the holloway (SMR 4476) in 1973/4. There was no evidence for the remains 
of a bank on top of this wall, although it is possible that the bank lies behind it to the 
north.  
 
A second holloway was observed in the southern field of the Scheduled Ancient  
Monument area. This earthwork is unmarked on the SMR map and has not been 
assigned an individual number as other features have. It runs west to east along the 
line of the field hedge, in fact this hedge is relatively modern being constructed 
primarily of posts and wire. The southerly, and more impressive, side of this hollow 
way is on the other side of the hedge and therefore beyond the protected area. This 
Holloway can be traced on the ground as turning north at the easterly edge of the field 
and joining the other Holloway (SMR 4476) at the bottom of Church Street. Again 
one side is outside the SAM area.  
 
The 1961 aerial photographs show the field to the south of this holloway has ridge and 
furrow aligned north-south. These also show the possibility that the track continues to 
the west. Also shown is a possible continuation of the village earthworks on the west 
side of the present railway line. 
 
The impact of the works on the Scheduled Ancient Monument was negligible. Large 
stretches of the pipe trench were cut through ground previously disturbed by modern 
services. 
 
 
7 ARCHIVE 
 
Archive Contents 
The archive consists of the following: 
 
Paper record 
The project brief 
Written scheme of investigation 
 

The primary site records 
The project report 
 

 
The archive currently is maintained by John Moore Heritage Services. The archive 
will be transferred to: 
 
Oxfordshire Museums Resource Centre, Cotswold Dene, Standlake, Witney OX29 
7QG  under accession number OXCMS: 2005.121 
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APPENDIX – ARCHAEOLOGICAL CONTEXT INVENTORY 
 
Context Type Description Depth (m) Width (m) Length 

(m) 
Finds Date 

01 Deposit Tarmac 0.1 Tr.   - Modern 
02 Deposit Pinkish grey 

sand & stone 
0.05 Tr.   - Modern 

03 Deposit Yellow-grey 
sand & stone 

0.15 - 0.5 Tr.   - Modern 

04 Deposit Orange-
yellow sand 

0.2 - 1.15 Tr. Tr. - Natural 

05 Deposit Pale grey-
brown clay-

sand 

0.3 Tr.   - Natural 

06 Deposit Dark grey - 
blue clay 

- Tr. Tr. - Natural 

07 Cut Linear cut 1.25 1   - Modern 
08 Cut U-shaped cut 1.1 2   - Modern 

09 Cut Linear cut 1 0.7   - Modern 

10 Cut Linear cut 1.5 0.6   - Modern 
11 Cut Linear cut 0.8 0.6   - Modern 
12 Cut Linear cut 1.6 1   - Modern 
13 Cut Linear cut 0.9 0.6   - Modern 
14 Cut Linear cut 0.8 0.4   - Modern 
15 Cut Linear cut 1.5 1   - Modern 
16 Cut Rectangular 

cut 
0.9 - 1.5 Leather Modern? 

17 Cut Linear cut 1.5 - 9 - Modern 
18 Cut Linear cut 1.5 0.6   - Modern 
19 Cut Linear cut 1 0.4   - Modern 
20 Cut Linear cut 1.25 0.5-0.6   - Modern 
21 Cut Linear cut 0.8 0.8   - Modern 
22 Cut Linear cut 1.1 0.5   - Modern 
23 Cut Linear cut 0.5 0.5   - Modern 
24 Cut Linear cut 1.1 0.5   - Modern 
25 Cut Linear cut 1.1 0.5   - Modern 
26 Deposit Stone & 

gravel 
0.2 Tr.   CBM Modern 

27 Deposit Brown-grey 
clay loam 

0.1-0.2 Tr.   Pot Modern 

28 Deposit Yellow-grey 
clay 

0.4 Tr.   - Natural? 

29 Deposit Compact 
Stone 

- Tr. 1+ - Medieval? 

30 Wall Dry stone 
wall 

0.3 - 1+ - Medieval? 
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Context Type Description Depth (m) Width (m) Length 

(m) 
Finds Date 

31 Cut Linear cut 0.1 - 1+ - Medieval? 
32 Cut Linear cut 1.5 2.7   - Modern 
33 Cut Linear cut 1.5 2   - Modern 
34 Cut Linear cut 1.5 - 7+ - Modern 
35 Cut Linear cut 1 1 - - Modern 
36 Cut Linear cut 1 1 - - Modern 
37 Cut Linear cut 1.2 0.8   - Modern? 
38 Deposit Banded layer 0.6 Tr. 15 Pot Modern 
39 Deposit Compact 

Stone 
0.1 - 0.3 Tr. 17 - Medieval? 

40 Cut Linear cut 0.5 0.5   - Modern 
41 Cut Linear cut 1.5 0.8   - Modern 
42 Cut Linear cut 0.6 0.4   - Modern 
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