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SUMMARY 
Examination of the silt on the valley floor in the area of evaluation trench T6 (Clarke 2007a and 2009) produced no further 
finds of Roman or definite prehistoric date; pottery of mid 19

th
 century or later date was recovered from throughout the 

deposit. 
 
BACKGROUND 
Arrowhead Archaeology undertook evaluation of the area of proposed development in December 2006 – January 2007 
(Clarke 2007a).  Section 6 of this report made recommendations for three elements of further work arising from the 
evaluation, and method statements describing how this work would be achieved were detailed as FS (Further Sampling) 1-3 
in a WSI (Clarke 2007b); this WSI was approved by Bill Horner, then Deputy County Archaeologist of Devon County Council, 
in August 2007.  FS 2 and 3, addressing Recommendations 1 and 3 respectively of the evaluation report, were implemented 
in December 2007.  In addition, geotechnical test-pits on the valley floor near the line of the proposed road were observed 
and recorded in April 2008.  The results of the further sampling and test pit observations are described in an archive report 
(Clarke 2009).  This report was accepted by Bill Horner in August 2009.  All finds and records from both stages of work were 
deposited in the Royal Albert Memorial Museum in Exeter in September 2009 under accession no. EXEMS 517/2006. 
 
The remaining work arose from the finds in evaluation trench 6, where deep silts were present on the valley floor.  The silts 
in trench 6 contained single pieces of Roman tile and late Neolithic / Early Bronze Age pottery.  Further investigation of these 
silts was proposed in Recommendation 2  / FS1.   
 
The originally planned watching brief was substituted by observation of the road construction if the latter involved deep 
digging on the valley floor.  In view of the results of the unplanned geotechnical test pitting, it was agreed that observation 
of the piling originally proposed in FS1 should be abandoned, since this area was never promising as it was well away from 
trench 6, and close to trench 7 where the silts were clearly of post-medieval date. 
 
The WSI for this work (Clarke, 2014) proposed a scheme of work for silt deposits below 750 mm from the ground surface 
across the road width. In the event ground reduction across the road width was restricted to 600 mm depth, and 
observations were therefore limited to the trench for a drainage pipe in the centre of the roadway. 
 
 
DESCRIPTION 
Arrowhead Archaeology was instructed by Mr Oliver Pickering of ADM Surveyors Limited on behalf of Martin Riley of DTMR 
Limited, owner and developer, to undertake archaeological monitoring and recording as outlined above.  Work was 
undertaken in accordance with the WSI dated June 2014 and approved by Stephen Reed of DCC HET. 
 
Monitoring and recording took place on 26 June 2014, using the methodology described in the WSI (Clarke 2014).   
 
A 10 m length along the centre of the roadway was marked out in the position shown in Fig. 1.  Removal of the sample strip 
was undertaken using a 1m wide bucket; a toothed bucket was required for removal of the temporary road surface and old 
ground surface, a toothless bucket for removal of the silt deposit.  Initially, deposits to the surface of the silt were removed 



along the 10 m sample strip (Plate 1); this was followed by removal of the silt under carefully controlled and observed 
conditions in 10 cm spits in the eastern half of the sample strip.  Machined silt was examined for finds for each spit, with 
finds being bagged according to spit.  This process continued until undisturbed natural greyish brown sterile clay was 
reached. 
 
Stratigraphy comprised: hardcore and old ground surface (0-300 mm); dark grey clayey silt with occasional small stones and 
rare charcoal flecks (300-350 mm); natural undisturbed clay. 
 
Finds from the silt comprised: 
 
Spit 1 (0-100 mm from top of silt): 4 sherds of industrial whiteware weighing 36 g.; 1 sherd of green glazed South Somerset 
type redware weighing 18 g.; 1 fragment of window glass weighing 1 g.; 1 piece of burnt flint weighing 2 g.; and 3 pieces of 
abraded animal bone weighing 27 g. 
 
Spit 2 (100-200 mm): 2 sherds of industrial whiteware weighing 6 g; 1 sherd of brown glazed South Somerset type redware 
weighing 37 g.; 1 coal fragment weighing 1 g. 
 
Spit 3 (200-300 mm): 1 sherd of industrial whiteware weighing 2 g. 
 
Spit 4 (300-350 mm): No finds. 
 
The South Somerset type pottery is likely to be of 17

th
 – 18

th
 century date, the industrial whiteware is post 1840.  The small 

piece of burnt flint is undateable.  In summary, the dateable finds are of mid 19
th

 century or later date, with residual pottery 
of 17

th
 – 18

th
 century date.  The dating of the finds is in accordance with that from the silt elsewhere on the valley floor 

(Clarke 2009). 
 
Since only post-medieval material was present (notably Roman and definitely prehistoric material were absent), sampling 
was considered complete using the criteria specified in the WSI, and the western half of the trench was not further 
excavated. 
 
CONCLUSION 
The small piece of Roman tile and abraded sherd of late Neolithic/EBA pottery from the silt in evaluation trench 6 remain 
anomalous and are considered to represent activity in the area during these periods.  The small piece of burnt flint from Spit 
1 might possibly be of prehistoric date, however is intrinsically undateable.  The silt was homogenous and dateable in Spits 
1-3 to the mid 19

th
 century or later. 
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Fig. 1: OS Mastermap 1: 1250 base showing positions of evaluation trenches  6-7, geotechnical test-pit (TP), line 
of proposed road (blue) and position of Area for Sampling (red).  The drainage pipe trench runs under the centre of 
the roadway. 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 
 

Plate 1 Machined area, from west.                                        Plate 2  Trench section from south 
Scales are 2m (horizontal), 1m (vertical). 
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