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SUMMARY 
Mechanical stripping of shallow topsoil was observed within the footprint of a single new building.  The area was 
archaeologically sterile, with no finds from the topsoil dating to earlier than the 19

th
 century. 

 
DESCRIPTION 
Arrowhead Archaeology was instructed by Mr Simon Stone to undertake archaeological works to meet the 
requirements of a Brief produced by Mr Stephen Reed of Devon County Council Historic Environment Service.  
Work summarised below was conducted in accordance with a corresponding WSI produced by the writer (‘AA186 
Fairway ROCKBEARE WSI R0’, dated 16 September 2015).  The planning consent was for construction of a single 
new dwelling (Fig. 2). 
 
Monitoring and recording took place on 18 April 2016. 
 
The stripped area, measuring 9.5 m N-S max and 10 m E-W, was nearly level, falling some 100 mm from north to 
south.  Mechanical excavation was undertaken under supervision of the writer using a 4 foot ditching bucket on 
small JCB type digger.  The land had previously been cultivated by a rotovator, leading to very shallow topsoil in 
the range 150-200 mm; there was no sign of earlier cultivation.  Natural subsoil was brown clay loam with some 
stone.  The level land with slight fall in the land surface to the south resulted in natural subsoil being visible in the 
northern 30-50% of the house footprint area, with slight overlying topsoil in the south (Fig. 3). 
 
Topsoil contained rare finds of brick spalls, and occasional sherds of transfer printed pottery and industrial 
whiteware of mid19th century or later date, with occasional small pieces of coal, plastic plant labels etc.  There 
were no finds dating to earlier than the 19

th
 century. 

. 
The observed natural subsoil was archaeologically sterile (Fig. 3).  To check that this where there was some topsoil 
overlay, a narrow trench was dug along the line of a load bearing wall inside the building (Fig. 4); this again was 
archaeologically sterile. 
 
Arrowhead Archaeology retains site records and photographs.  This report is lodged on OASIS and the Devon 
Historic Environment Record  
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Fig. 1: Location plan showing position of proposed new building (outlined in red).   
 



 
Fig. 2: Proposed combined plans (ArchiTEX Limited) 
 

 
Fig. 3: Topsoil stripping in progress; natural subsoil visible in foreground.  Facing south. 
 



 
 

Fig. 4: Site stripped of topsoil, with (overdug) trench in position of load bearing wall.  Facing south. 
 
 
 
 
 

A plan as well as any other relevant drawings must be attached showing the location and extent of site, 
areas investigated and features exposed. 
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