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SUMMARY 
There is no indication in the archaeological record of use of the land (centred on NGR 302016/107091) prior to the 
construction of a school in 1872.  There is no residual material, and the earliest finds in a very small (discarded) 
assemblage are pottery and clay pipe of 18th century or later date.  In view of the clear absence of early activity, a 
decision to curtail site observation was made during a visit by the Devon County Council monitoring archaeologist. 

 
DESCRIPTION 
Arrowhead Archaeology was instructed by Mr Jon Brewer of NPS South West to undertake archaeological works to 
meet the requirements of a Brief produced by Mr Stephen Reed of Devon County Council Historic Environment 
Service (re. Arch/cm/md/16542).  Work summarised below was conducted in accordance with a corresponding 
WSI with map regression produced by the writer (‘AA131 Cullompton New Library WSI R0’, dated 14 October 
2010).  The planning consent was for demolition of a disused Health Centre building, and construction of a new 
Library building (Fig. 1). 
 
Monitoring and recording took place on 25 November and 1 December 2010.  Mr Reed conducted a monitoring 
visit on 1 December 2010.   
 
The development area lies on a slight gradient with ground falling slightly to the east and south, following the 
contours of the natural slope.  The development area itself is level, with a vertical drop of 0.8 m beyond the 
retaining wall at the eastern edge of the area to the pavement and Exeter Hill road. 
 
Archaeological observation comprised: a watching brief on grubbing out of foundations of the disused Health 
centre; excavation of a 5m machine trench at right angles to the Exeter Hill frontage in the east; observation of an 
area of ground reduction 10 m west of the same frontage; and observation of the removal of the existing retaining 
wall along the Exeter Hill frontage. 
 
The entire development area was covered by a layer of hogging overlain by tarmac to a depth 36 cm, laid when the 
disused Health Centre was constructed.  Over most of the area, this was underlain by a layer of topsoil of 
maximum thickness 32 cm, which rested directly on underlying sterile natural weathered breccia subsoil; along the 
western side of the development area, topsoil was absent, with tarmac and hogging laid onto the subsoil.   
 
Topsoil contained very few finds, comprising a sherd of late post-medieval brown-glazed earthenware and one 
fragment of clay pipe stem. There were no residual finds of Roman, medieval or earlier date, or any other 
indications of activity anywhere in the development area prior to the 19th century.   
 
There was a complete absence of cuts below topsoil level in all exposed sections, and reduced areas seen in plan, 
with the exception of walls belonging to the 19th century school present in the development area before 
construction of the disused Health centre (Plate 1).  The machine trench (Fig. 1) was excavated to a depth of 1.45 
m, with its bottom 0.75 m lower than the surface of the pavement beside the Exeter Hill road; subsoil was 



undisturbed by cuts except a modern drain, and the absence of cuts along the street frontage was confirmed by a 
similar absence in the subsoil exposed behind the retaining wall.  It was clear from the section of the machine 
trench that the natural slope had been cut away along the street frontage, with the pavement and road lying in the 
cut. 
   
The exposed walls belonging to the school (Plate 1) reflect the alterations to the school between its construction in 
1872, shown in the mapping of 1880 and 1905.  The walls of original school building, 40 cm thick, were of stone 
construction, in a hard, fine grained micaceous stone bound with very hard sandy mortar; they were similar in 
appearance to the lower parts of the boundary wall in the west of the development area.  The second phase was of 
brick construction, with walls 60 cm thick built using unfrogged bricks measuring 9 ½ x 4 ½ x 2 ¾ inches in a hard, 
yellowish fabric with red brick inclusions.  The stone wall contained similar brick at one point.  All walls were 
severely damaged during construction of the disused health Centre building. 
 
Site records and prints of photographs are contained in the site archive.   
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Fig. 1 Footprint of the new Library building, superimposed on footprints of 19th century School and disused health Centre.  
Based on NPS Southwest drawing (October 2008, Project No. C080061).  ‘1905 School’ means the footprint of the school 
built in 1872, as shown on the OS map of 1905.  Positions of corner of school shown in Plate 1 and machine trench indicated. 



 
 
Plate 1  Walls of 19th century school: Phase 1 (stone) behind and phase 2 (brick) foreground.  Facing NNW, Magistrates’’ 
Court building behind.   Scales 2 m (horizontal) and 1 m (vertical).  Photograph CPC 1/12/10, archive ref. ‘AA 131 
01122010_07’. 
 

A plan as well as any other relevant drawings must be attached showing the location and extent of site, 
areas investigated and features exposed. 
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