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Introduction 

This programme of archaeological works was carried out for the McDermott Group to satisfy the 
outstanding archaeological condition on the planning consent for this development, as noted by 
Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust in the Terms of Reference to Planning Application 09/00938/FLL, 
dated 6th June 2011.  This evaluation was started by the author on Monday 26th January 2012 and 
finished on Monday 25th September (site code MUT01); weather conditions initially were very wet 
and caused the project to be aborted, on returning to the site the weather was overcast and windy 
with occasional showers. 

Archaeological Background (Illus 1 and 2) 

The development site lies in an area of archaeological potential to the north west of Muthill Church 
and Tower, which is designated as a Scheduled Ancient Monument (90225). This monument 
comprises the remains of an important early 15th-century parish church with an aisled nave and 
chancel, and its surrounding graveyard. A 12th-century tower is embedded in the W end of the nave. 
The tower is a tall Norman tower once free-standing, which partakes somewhat of a Celtic character. 
It is one of a small related group in central Scotland, including Dunning, Dunblane, Markinch and St 
Rules, St Andrews. 
 
It was felt that as the proposed development site appeared to have not been developed over the 
past 200 years there was a strong possibility that archaeological remains associated with the church 
might survive in this area. 



 

Site Evaluation (Illus 3, 4 and 5) 

Six trenches were opened across the planned footprints of the three new houses and their 

associated drainage works.  

Trench 1 (Illus 6) 

This trench was aligned north to South and was 20m long by 1.8m wide.  At its Southern end the 
course of a field drain was located running across the trench, for the rest of its length a deposit of 
black silty clay (topsoil)0.31m deep lay directly over an orange brown clay and broken sandstone 
(natural). 

 

Trench 2 (Illus 7, 8 and 9) 

This trench was aligned South South West to North North East and was 20m long by 1.8m wide.  At 
its Southern end 0.38m of black silty clay (topsoil) overlay orange brown clay and broken sandstone 
(natural).  At its Northern end 0.60m of black silty clay (topsoil) over lay orange brown clay and 
broken sandstone.  The edge of a steep sided cut was observed in the trench section which had 
apparently been dug from just below the modern turf line, when investigated this feature contained 
a fill of very clean orange brown clay and did not seem to be of any great antiquity.  There were no 
finds present. 

 

Trench 3 (Illus 10) 

This trench was aligned North to South and was 17m long by 1.8m wide.  At its Southern end 0.50m 
of black silty clay (topsoil) overlay an orange clay and broken sandstone.  The course of a field drain 
was located towards the Northern end of this trench.  There were no finds present. 

 

Trench 4 (Illus 11) 

This trench was aligned West to East at the Northern end of Trench 3 and was 21m long by 1.8m 
wide.  At its Western end 0.38m of black silty clay (topsoil) over lay an orange brown clay and broken 
sandstone (natural).  At its Eastern end 0.40m of black silty clay (topsoil) over lay orange brown clay 
and broken sandstone (natural).  There were no finds present. 

Trench 5 (Illus 12) 

This trench was aligned North East to South West and lay in the former walled garden and was 20m 
log by 1.8m wide.  At its North end 0.30m of black silty clay over lay an orange brown clay and 
broken stone (natural).  At its Southern end 0.40m of black silty clay (topsoil) overlay and orange clay 
and broken sandstone (natural).  Apart from occasional sherds of 19th century whiteware pottery 
that were present in the topsoil and the occasional piece of animal bone no other finds were 
present. 

 



 

Trench 6 (Illus 13) 

This trench was aligned West to East and lay in the former walled garden and was 20m long by 1.8m 
wide.  At its Eastern end 0.40m of black silty clay (topsoil) overlay orange clay and broken sandstone 
(natural) and at its Western end 0.35m of black silty clay (topsoil) over lay orange clay and broken 
sandstone (natural).  No finds were present. 

 

Conclusions 

In all six of the evaluation trenches opened a deposit of black silty clay topsoil was discovered 

overlying a natural orange brown clay and broken sandstone.   In Trenches 1 and 3 the courses of 

field drains were located and in Trench 2 the edge of a cut feature apparently of no great antiquity 

was also recorded (Illus 3, 8 and 9). 

Recommendations 

This evaluation did not locate anything of archaeological interest and it is recommended that no 

further work needs to take place prior to re-development, the final decision on the need for further 

work however rests with Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust. 
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Illus 2 Location of site on General Roy’s map of 1747-1755 (© Trustees of National Library of 
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Illus 3 Location of evaluation trenches (based on supplied architects plan) black arrow indicates 

location of steep sided cut edge in trench 2 (see illus 8 and 9) Scale 1:1000 



 

Illus 4 General view of Western half of site showing locations of trenches 1-4 looking North 



 

Illus 5 General view of Eastern half of site showing location of Trenches 5 and 6 looking North



 

Illus 6 Trench 1 looking South, orange clay and broken stone natural visible in trench base



 

Illus 7 Trench 2 looking South South West orange clay and broken sandstone natural visible in base 

of trench 



 

Illus 8 Trench 2 steep side cut visible in Northern trench section apparently cut from just below 

modern turf line



 

Illus 9 Detail view of steep sided cut feature visible in Northern section of Trench 2 



 

 

 

 

Illus 10 Trench 3 looking South orange clay and broken sandstone visible in base of trench 



 

Illus 11 Trench 4 looking East orange clay and broken sandstone natural visible in trench base 



 

Illus 12 Trench 5 looking North orange clay and broken sandstone natural visible in trench base



 

Illus 13 Trench 6 looking East orange clay and broken sandstone natural visible in trench base 


