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Introduction (Illus 1 and 4) 

This archaeological watching brief on the ground stripping for the two wind turbine plinths was 
carried out for Vento Ludens to satisfy the archaeological condition on the planning consent for this 
development, as noted by Aberdeenshire Archaeological Service in the condition attached to 
Planning Application APP/2009/3565 dated 8th September 2010.  It was undertaken by the author on 
Tuesday 13th and Wednesday 14th September 2011 (Site Code MUR01), weather conditions were wet 
and windy on the first day and bright and sunny on the second. 

Archaeological Background (Illus 2, 3) 

Muirake Farm is on or in the vicinity of the medieval manor house of John Gordon of Cromlatt which 

is referred to in 1542 and still existed in the early 18th century (Bogdan and Bryce 1991, 25).  A 

settlement is first depicted on William Roy’s map of 1747-55 where it is named ‘MuirEsk’ and a 

settlement named ‘Cotts’ is depicted to its North as well as an unnamed building.  The first edition 

Ordnance Survey map of 1862 shows ‘Muirake’ with a mill and associated mill dams and lades, there 

is nothing else marked in the vicinity. 

 
 

 

Watching Brief 

Turbine 1 (Illus 4 to 7) 

The site of this wind turbine lies 450m SE of Muirake Farm at 135 metres above Ordnance Datum.  

The area of the turbine plinth, which measured 41.15m North to South and 32m East to West, was 

stripped of a soil which varied in depth between 0.32m and 0.50m. This dark brown sandy soil 

(ploughsoil) overlay a blue green sandy clay with abundant stones and occasional iron pan which 

represented the natural subsoil.  There was no sign of any archaeological deposits or features. 

Turbine 2 (Illus 4, 8 to 10) 

The site of this wind turbine lies 500m North of Muirake Farm at 105 metres above Ordnance 

Datum.  The area of the turbine plinth, which measured 40.5m East to West and 18.5m North to 

South, was stripped of a soil which varied in depth between 0.20m at its eastern end to 0.65m at its 

Western end.  This dark brown soil overlay a blue green sandy clay with frequent stones which 

represented the natural subsoil, the soil at the Western end of the stripped area had a noticeably 

higher peat content.   Apart from three linear field drains which were located running North West to 

South East across the stripped area no archaeological deposits or features were located. 

 



 

 

 

Conclusions 

Montoring of the two wind turbine sites at Muirake Farm located no archaeological deposits or 

features relating to the documented medieval manor or the other settlement marked on Roy’s map 

of the 18th century. 
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