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Introduction 

This further programme of archaeological excavation was carried out for Imagine Land 
(Kilmagadwood) Ltd to satisfy the outstanding archaeological condition on the planning consent for 
this development, as noted by Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust in the Terms of Reference to 
Planning Application 10/00134/FLL, dated 11th January 2012.  This further work was carried out by 
the author and one other from Monday 1st April until Tuesday 9th April 2013 (site code KGW03). 
Weather conditions were generally cold and bright with occasional sharp over night frosts. 

Archaeological Background (Illus 1, 2 and 3) 

The proposed development is located in an area of archaeological potential.  A prehistoric cinerary 

urn was discovered in the 1940’s in the field adjacent to the proposed development (Stevenson 

1948, 145-6; see illus 3 below).  Two phases of site evaluation in December 2012 (Hall 2012) and 

January 2013 (Hall 2013) located a group of eight cremation urns in close proximity to the proposed 

location of one of the new houses.  This phase of excavation was commissioned by the developer to 

excavate record and lift all cremation urns in the vicinity. 

  



Full Excavation (Illus 4 to 6) 

An area measuring 4.10m by 4.96m was opened by machine centred on the location of the eight 

cremation urns previously located that lay in close proximity to the proposed footprint of House 1.  A 

further 16 urns were located concentrated in this area. 

Summary (Illus 7 to 30) 

There is the suggestion that there is more than one phase to this cremation cemetery, Urns 12, 13 

and 19 were buried in deep pits of a similar nature to the one excavated in the neighbouring field in 

the 1940’s (Illus 3).  Although unlike that urn burial there was no sign of any paving on the base of 

any of the pits.  The deeper pits containing Urns 12, 13 and 19 were cut by the insertion of Urns 10 

and 7 indicating that the main group of Urns belong to a different phase.  Careful consideration will 

be given to the selection of samples for C14 dating to see if it might be possible to date these phases 

of burial.  The presence of two upright urns (7 and 16) in the midst of the inverted urns may suggest 

that those two burials could have formed the focus of this cemetery.  There is a noticeable variety to 

both vessel form and decoration which may suggest that an attempt was made to distinguish 

individual urn burials.  Intriguingly there are three cut features which contained burnt material and 

fragments of cremated bone but no urns (115, 116 and 121).  Finally there is also the suggestion of 

the association of small urn burials (children?) with larger ones, this is best represented by Urns 20 

and 21 and Urns 22 and 23. 

Recommendations 

The excavation and lifting of the 23 cremation urns has now provided us with one of the largest such 

assemblages from Scotland.  The vessels will now be delivered to CFA Archaeology Ltd in Edinburgh 

for analysis and reporting with the intention that a final publication report will be prepared for 

publication in the Tayside and Fife Archaeological Journal in 2014.  As part of this a fuller analysis of 

the stratigraphy and phasing will be undertaken and this will be coupled with an analysis of other 

excavated Scottish cremation cemeteries to seek parallels in burial tradition, vessel form and 

decoration.  

 The combination of the initial site evaluation, the second phase opening of a 10m square around 

the urns and the final focused excavation and lifting of all 23 urns has now preserved by record this 

important Prehistoric cemetery.  There would appear to be no need for any further excavation prior 

to the redevelopment of the site.   The final decision on the need and scale of any further work 

however rests with Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust. 
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Table of excavated cremation urns 

Urn number Type Condition Size Remarks 

1 Inverted Plough damaged base 30cm rim 
diameter 
22cm high 

Not decorated 

2 Inverted Plough damaged base Small 13cm rim 
diameter 10cm 
high 

Not decorated 

3 Inverted Plough damaged base 17cm rim 
diameter 20cm 
high 

decorated 

4 Inverted Plough damaged base Small 19cm rim 
diameter 17cm 
high 

Placed on stone 

5 Inverted Plough damaged base Small 15cm rim 
diameter 10cm 
high 

Placed on stone 

6 Inverted Broken N/A N/A 

7 Upright 
collared 

Intact 18cm rim 
diameter 17cm 
high 

decorated 

8 Inverted 
collared 

Plough damaged base 15cm rim 
diameter 12cm 
high 

Not decorated 

9 Inverted Plough damaged base 22cm rim 
diameter 14cm 
high 

decorated 

10 Inverted Broken N/A N/A 

11 Base 
suggests 
could 
have 
been 
upright 

Broken N/A N/A 

12 Inverted Base broken by Urn 13 26cm rim 
diameter 26cm 
high 

In pit 

13 Inverted Intact 20cm rim 
diameter 26cm 
high 

In pit 

14 Inverted Plough damaged base 21cm rim 
diameter 17cm 
high 

Not decorated 

15 Inverted Plough damaged base 18cm rim 
diameter 28cm 
high 

cordoned 

16 Upright 
collared 

Intact 19cm rim 
diameter 24cm 
high 

decorated 

17 Inverted Broken N/A N/A 



18 Inverted Plough damaged base 21cm rim 
diameter 25cm 
high 

Not decorated 

 
 
19 

 
 
Inverted 
open 
form? 

 
 
Intact 

 
 
30cm rim 
diameter 24cm 
high 

 
 
In pit, decorated 

 
20 

 
Inverted 

 
Intact 

 
15cm rim 
diameter 31cm 
high 

 
Not decorated 

21 Inverted Broken Very small 10cm 
diameter 15cm 
high 

Not decorated 

22 Inverted Broken Very small 9cm 
diameter 15cm 
high 

Not decorated 

23 Inverted Intact 26cm rim 
diameter 34cm 
high 

decorated 

 

 



Illustration List 

Illustration 1 Site Location (red circle) (based on Ordnance Survey map Crown Copyright 2012. All 

Rights Reserved. Licence number 100049628) 

Illustration 2 Site location in relation to former cremation urn discovery to NW (plan as supplied by 

Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust) 

Illustration 3 Cremation urn excavated in the field to the west in 1940 (after Stevenson PSAS Vol 

LXXX) 

Illustration 4 Location of area opened around focus of cremation urns in centre of previously opened 

10m square (in green) 

Illustration 5 Initial cleaning of area focused on position of cremation urns looking North 

Illustration 6 Cremation urns in process of excavation looking north (Bishopshire Hill in background) 

Illustration 7 Plan showing group of excavated cremation urns, inverted urns are red, upright urns 

are green and the small blue circles indicate the position of broken urns.   

Illustration 8 Urn 1 looking north east 

Illustration 9 Urn 2 looking north west 

Illustration 10 Urn 3 looking west 

Illustration 11 Urn 4 looking north 

Illustration 12 Urn 5 looking north 

Illustration 13 Urn 6 looking north 

Illustration 14 Urn 7 looking west 

Illustration 15 Urn 8 looking west 

Illustration 16 Urn 9 looking north 

Illustration 17 Urn 10 looking north 

Illustration 18 Urn 11 looking north 

Illustration 19 Urn 12 looking north 

Illustration 20 Urn 13 looking north (base of Urn 12 just visible at red arrow) 

Illustration 21 Urn 14 looking north 

Illustration 22 Urn 15 looking north 

Illustration 23 Urn 16 looking north west 



Illustration 24 location of broken Urn 17 beside Urn 16 looking west 

Illustration 25 Urn 18 looking north 

Illustration 26 Urn 19 looking north 

Illustration 27 Urn 20 looking west 

Illustration 28 Urn 21 looking west (Urn 20 behind) 

Illustration 29 Urn 22 looking west (Urn 23 to right) 

Illustration 30 Urn 23 looking west 
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Illustration 1 Site Location (red circle) (based on Ordnance Survey map Crown Copyright 2012. All 

Rights Reserved. Licence number 100049628) 



 

Illustration 2 Site location in relation to former cremation urn discovery to NW (plan as supplied by 

Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust) 



 

Illustration 3 Cremation urn excavated in field to west in 1940 (after Stevenson PSAS Vol LXXX)



 

Illustration 4 Location of area opened around focus of cremation urns in centre of previously opened 

10m square (in green)



 

Illustration 5 Initial cleaning of area focused on position of cremation urns looking North 



 

Illustration 6 Cremation urns in process of excavation looking north (Bishopshire Hill in background) 



 

Illustration 7 Plan showing group of excavated cremation urns, inverted urns are red, upright urns 

are green and the small blue circles indicate the position of broken urns.   



 

Illustration 8 Urn 1 looking north east 

 

Illustration 9 Urn 2 looking north west 



 

Illustration 10 Urn 3 looking west 

 

Illustration 11 Urn 4 looking north 



 

Illustration 12 Urn 5 looking north 

 

Illustration 13 Urn 6 looking north 



 

Illustration 14 Urn 7 looking west 

 

Illustration 15 Urn 8 looking west 



 

Illustration 16 Urn 9 looking north 



 

Illustration 17 Urn 10 looking north 

 

Illustration 18 Urn 11 looking north 



 

Illustration 19 Urn 12 looking north 

 

Illustration 20 Urn 13 looking north (base of Urn 12 just visible at red arrow) 



 

Illustration 21 Urn 14 looking north 

 

Illustration 22 Urn 15 looking north 



 

Illustration 23 Urn 16 looking north west 

 

Illustration 24 location of broken Urn 17 beside Urn 16 looking west 



 

Illustration 25 Urn 18 looking north 

 

Illustration 26 Urn 19 looking north 



 

Illustration 27 Urn 20 looking west 



 

Illustration 28 Urn 21 looking west (Urn 20 behind) 



 

Illustration 29 Urn 22 looking west (Urn 23 to right) 

 

Illustration 30 Urn 23 looking west 


