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Introduction (Illus 1) 
This programme of archaeological works was carried out for Mr Andrew Leonard to satisfy the 
archaeological condition on the planning consent for this development, as noted by Perth and 
Kinross Heritage Trust in the Terms of Reference to Planning Application 10/01550/FLL dated 18th 
November 2010.  It was undertaken by the author on Tuesday 14thth December (site code LONG01), 
weather conditions were cold and slightly overcast with moderate snow cover. 

Archaeological Background (Illus 2) 

The development area is immediately adjacent to the Market Knowe (Scheduled Monument 
Number 2879), a possible large prehistoric burial cairn, locally known as the Roman Knowe.  Recent 
research has identified the Market Knowe as being the ‘Hundhil of Longforgan’ the site of the Barony 
Court of Longforgan from at least the 14th century (O’Grady 2008).  It is also claimed that the market 
of Longforgan took place at the Market Knowe until 1633 (Philip 1895).  The Ordnance Survey Name 
Book of 1861 records the discovery of stone coffins in the vicinity of the Knowe however the exact 
location of these burials is unknown (OS Name Book 1861). 
 

 

Site Evaluation (Illus 3-10) 

Trench 1 

A single trench 15.6m long by 1.6m wide was opened on a NE-SW alignment on the northern side of 
the standing workshop building.  A layer of fairly compact grey hardcore (1) was located to a 
maximum depth of 0.10m.  This layer of hardcore was machined off onto a layer of moderate grey 
brown silty clay (2) with occasional stones which had a maximum depth of 0.25m.  This layer of silty 
clay directly overlay a natural subsoil (3) comprising an orange brown sandy clay with frequent 
stones.  Sealed beneath layer 2 and cut into the natural subsoil was a stone long cist (4).   The long 
cist measured 1.56m in length and was 0.53m wide; it still possessed a surviving slightly cracked 
capstone from its middle to its eastern end, the capstone at its western end no longer survived.  Two 
small cut features (5 and 6) were also located cut into the natural subsoil both were filled with a grey 
black silty clay and had been dug through layer 2, cut 5 was 0.12m deep and cut 6 was only 0.05m 
deep.  The entire length of the trench was cleaned by hand and no other features were located.  
Following full recording of the cist and cut features the cist was covered by a layer of plastic finds 
bags topped with grey hardcore and the trench was then carefully backfilled. 

 

 

 

 



Conclusions 

The discovery of a single long cist would seem to tie in with the previous report of the discovery of 
cists at the site in the 19th century (OS Name Book 1861).  The nature of this burial would seem to 
suggest that it is liable to be of an Early Historic or even Early Medieval date although long cists of an 
earlier date have been located elsewhere (Winlow 2010, 51).  Whether the long cist on site is part of 
a larger concentration of cist burials or is a satellite burial to the Marketknowe is not clear, in the 
area opened there was no trace of any other burials to North East or South West.  The two small cut 
features dug through the layer of silty clay (2) appeared to be postholes and may relate to the 
former plot boundary which ran across the middle of the site; they are certainly not associated with 
the cist burial. 

Recommendations (Illus 11) 

The long cist only lies at 0.35m below modern ground level (60m OD) and on the proposed line of 
the back wall of the new house.   It will therefore be destroyed by the proposed development work.  
Due to the amount of excavations proposed for both the new house and associated drainage there 
would appear to be a strong case for further evaluation and possibly full excavation of the site.  The 
final decision on the scale and nature of the archaeological response however rests with Perth and 
Kinross Heritage Trust. 
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Illus 7 Site and evaluation trench looking South from the top of Marketknowe 



 

Illus 8 General view of evaluation trench looking North East, long cist visible to left of scale in trench 
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Illus 10 Detail view of long cist in plan looking North 
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