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Seeing the Light of 
Day - at the end of 

the tunnel?
Archives as solution, not 

problem

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk
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The ADS: Who we are and what we do

• Founded 1996 
• Department of Archaeology, University of York
• Collections

o 1,100,000 metadata records
o 40,000+ unpublished fieldwork reports
o C.1000 rich archives

• Guides to Good Practice
• DPC Decennial Award 2012
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• Current practice – OASIS and archives
• Resources and potential benefits
• Issues to be resolved
• Agenda setting and future vision

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk

Overview



Digital Archiving with the ADS
Current practice – OASIS and archives

What is the agreed archive for 
the project? 

What mechanism should be 
used to archive it? 

How do I estimate 
the cost? 

Notes and requirements 

A grey literature report of an historic 
environment event OASIS Free  

Report and up to 50 images of the 
site/building recording OASIS £40 + VAT 

A zipped package of images may be uploaded to 
OASIS. This MUST include the ADS images metadata 
spreadsheet. 

Raw + processed geophysics data and 
associated files for a single project up to 
a combined area of 30ha.  

Use the ADS-easy costing 
calculator 

Up to 10ha of geophysics data can be submitted using 
ADS-easy. The semi-automated ingest process means 
that the cost is lower than that of the standard ADS 
archiving procedure. 

Raw + processed geophysics data and 
associated files for a single project over 
a combined area of 200ha  

Traditional Deposition by 
USB/CD/DVD/drop-off service 

Contact ADS Collections 
Development Manager for 
a quote 

Costs are calculated per 1ha unit (rounded up to the 
nearest hectare). 

Archives of up to 300 files of a standard 
type  

Use the ADS-easy costing 
calculator 

The semi-automated ingest process means that the 
cost is lower than that of the standard ADS archiving 
procedure. 

Archives of up to 300 files including 
images and other data types not 
covered by ADS-easy (e.g. Laser 
scanning and Photogrammetry) 

 
Traditional Deposition by 
USB/CD/DVD/drop-off service 

Contact ADS Collections 
Development Manager for 
a quote  

Please contact ADS Collections Development Manager 
for a quote 

Larger archives or archives requiring 
specially designed interfaces  

Traditional Deposition by 
USB/CD/DVD/drop-off service 

Contact ADS Collections 
Development Manager for 
a quote 

Please contact ADS Collections Development Manager 
for a quote 

   Details correct as of 1st May 2017 

Contact: Louisa Matthews, Collections Development Manager, Archaeology Data Service, louisa.matthews@york.ac.uk  Tel: 01904 323 982 
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Pitching archives as a solution, not a problem

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk

Current practice – OASIS and archives

…can you have your eyes on the prize, with a nose to the grindstone?
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‘CD inna box’: Southampton Museums 
Benefits
• Digital preservation
• Showcase for 

museum holdings
• Burden of access 

requests can be eased 
by self-service

Value demonstrated 
and money saved

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archives/view/southampton/


15/05/2019 http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk 7

Working together

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk



Staff time saved by no longer needing to: 
• check copyright / permission to disseminate on a  case-by-case basis
• copy / scan then email / post reports
• help visitors find paper reports
Also:
• Report retrieval time via the HER is almost instantaneous for files held by the ADS
• Future maintenance of this system will be minimal as each report has a DOI 

Benefits

disseminate on a  case-by-case basis

Report retrieval time via the HER is almost instantaneous for files held by the ADS

Discussion point: are 
there other potential 
instances of 
time/money saving?
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Implementation

• Brief
• WSI
• Museum 

Deposition
• Regional 

statement of 
good practice

What 
constitutes a 
‘good’ digital 
archive?
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Image: Gordonhunter

• Content and 
completeness

• Skills
• Quality
• Disconnections
• Costs / 

application

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk

Implementation Issues
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The ADS does not operate like a traditional local 
archive or museum. We do not for example:
• Make value judgements on archive content and 

completeness
• We’re not local – how would we know?

• Participate in the development management 
process

• Set standards*
• Enforce or chase archives

* but we do like to talk about best practice!

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk

Current Practice: what we don’t do
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• A step back: what are we 
making?
• Born digital vs digitised

• Question: should you be investing in 
digitisation when you could be 
investing in going digital?

• Why are we doing it?
• Can we create a sustainable

framework?

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk

The future: agenda setting and vision
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15/05/2019 http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk 13

Archives as solution, not 
problem

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk

Looking at increasing impact, the 
PUBLICAN project
http://intarch.ac.uk/projects/publican/
Please take our survey!

http://intarch.ac.uk/projects/publican/

