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Introduction to the ADS

The Archaeology Data Service:

“Supporting research, learning and 
teaching with free, high quality and 
dependable digital resources”

• Collects + Preserves datasets.

• Provides easy and free access to data.

• Provides guidance and support to  data 

creators.
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Introduction to the ADS

• Set up in 1996 .

• Based within the University of York.

• 12 staff.

• Business model based upon charging policy.

• Trusted Digital Repository: Data Seal of 

Approval (working to Core Trust Seal).

• Received Digital Preservation Coalition’s 

Decennial Award in 2012.
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Challenges for Archaeology

Digital Data and Archaeology
• Archaeology is destructive

• Comprehensive records of field work are 

imperative

• Majority of data recorded in grey 

literature

• Traditionally, access to data has been 

problematic



15/05/2019 http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk 5
15/05/2019 5

Challenges for Archaeology
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ADS collections

https://doi.org/10.5284/1028192
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ADS collections

https://doi.org/10.5284/1030449
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ADS collections

https://doi.org/10.5284/1051617
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ADS collections
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Is Documented In

process.normalization

process.validation

process.virus check

process.migration

Is Source of
agent.actor.r_moore

agent.software.xnview



Web Services / WMS / OAI-PMH
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ARIADNE

http://portal.ariadne-infrastructure.eu/

• EU FP7 project under the ‘Infrastructures’ 
theme, including 23 European partners 
across 16 countries

• Four-year project: ended January 2017
• 17 Workpackages – primary deliverable: 

collection level metadata aggregation portal
• Coordinator: PIN Scri - Polo Universitario

"Città di Prato” at the University of Florence
• Deputy Coordinator: ADS
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• ARIADNE succeeded in integrating archaeological 
datasets in its Registry, with more than 1.700.000 
datasets recorded and managed according to the FAIR 
principles

• http://portal.ariadne-infrastructure.eu/

• Built a community of use consisting of about 11.000 
archaeologists engaged with its services

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk

ARIADNE

http://portal.ariadne-infrastructure.eu/
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ARIADNE

http://portal.ariadne-infrastructure.eu/
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ARIADNEplus

ARIADNEplus is funded by the European Commission’s Horizon 2020 Programme

• Extending and Focusing ARIADNE

• Extending the ARIADNEplus approach to new communities, both 
geographically and thematically

• Consolidating the archaeological community around the 
ARIADNEplus approach

• Fostering the Open Science approach and data FAIRness

• Preparing the community for the ARIADNEplus Cloud within the 
European Open Science Cloud (EOSC)
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ARIADNEplus
ARIADNE: 
24 partners; 18 countries

ARIADNEplus: 
41 partners; 27 countries

Plus: Argentina, Japan & USA
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Thanks!

tim.evans@york.ac.uk
http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/blog/
https://twitter.com/ADS_Update
help@archaeologydataservice.ac.uk

mailto:tim.evans@york.ac.uk
http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/blog/
https://twitter.com/ADS_Update
mailto:help@archaeologydataservice.ac.uk

