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13 June 2013 –
European 
parliament 
ratifies new rules 
on Open Data -
includes cultural 
heritage data

Open Data in Europe



2013: G8 Open Data Charter

18 June 2013: “a 
new era in which 
people can use 
open data to 
generate insights, 
ideas, and services 
to create a better 
world for all.”



The Five Principles

1. Open Data by Default
2. Increase Quality and Quantity for re-use
3. Usable by All
4. Releasing Data for improved Governance
5. Releasing Data for Innovation



National Preservation Infrastructures



UK: Archaeology Data Service

• Set up in 1996 
• Based within the University of 

York
• 15 staff
• Business model based upon 

charging policy
• Trusted Digital Repository: 

Data Seal of Approval
• Received Digital Preservation 

Coalition’s Decennial Award in 
2012

• Feb 2016: 10Tb; 2,054,846 
files; 18,505 recorded 
processes



Shared Data Standards



Netherlands: eDNA

• 2004-6 pilot study –
DANS & Leiden 
University

• 2007 eDNA
• 2 members of staff, plus 

DANS infrastructure
• 2016 – 25,000 reports 

and 4,000 excavation 
archives



Sweden: SND

• Swedish National Data 
Service, University of 
Gothenburg

• 2012 first archaeological 
archives, in collaboration 
with Uppsala University –
GIS files, Östergötland

• Swedish Rock Art archives



Germany: IANUS

• 2012 – DAI scoping 
project

• Initial staff of two
• 2015 – Established with 

Director and 3 digital 
archivists



arachne

• DAI central object 
database

• 300,000 images
• Metadata mapped to 

CIDOC-CRM



FASTIONLINE

• Established 2000
• AIAC/ LP Archaeology
• Database of excavations 

for classical archaeology
• 12,000 excavation 

reports



Interoperability & Data Integration
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DARIAH: ARENA2
2009-10 
Technical demonstrator
Web services architecture



Europeana



TAG: Transatlantic Gateway



ARIADNE



What is ARIADNE
• ARIADNE is a EU-funded project aimed at integrating 

the European Research Infrastructures on 
archaeological datasets

• Its overall goal is to overcome the fragmentation of 
archaeological data repositories and to foster a 
culture of data sharing and re-using

• ARIADNE is managed by a partnership joining the 
excellence of European archaeology and technology, 
and is open to the collaboration of researchers, 
professionals and institutions from anywhere in 
Europe and abroad



The ARIADNE partnership
• Coordination

– PIN
– UoY-ADS



ARIADNE activities
• User needs survey 

– 700 respondents
• Transnational access and training schools 

– 90 trainees
• Data standards and good practice
• Linked data experiments
• ARIADNE Services
• ARIADNE portal: http://ariadne-portal.dcu.gr/



































Next Steps: E-RIHS



Some Issues
• Sustainable business models for national 

infrastructures
• Fragmentation and diverse data resources
• Shared data standards & Interoperability
• National rights frameworks and licensing 

issues
• Language; national vocabularies
• Periodisation



Thank you for listening
ARIADNE is a project funded by the European Commission 
under the Community’s Seventh Framework Programme, 
contract no. FP7-INFRASTRUCTURES-2012-1-313193. 
The views and opinions expressed in this presentation are the 
sole responsibility of the authors and do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the European Commission.


