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Introduction to the ADS

The Archaeology Data Service
•Set up in 1996
•Based at the University of York

Mission
Supporting research, learning and 
teaching with free, high quality and 
dependable digital resources

•Preserve data

•Free online access to data

•Guidance and support for data creators

http://guides.archaeologydataservice.ac.uk
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What do we hold?

ArchSearch
•Online catalogue indexing over 
1.3 million metadata records 
including ADS collections

• 2000+ Project Archives

• 62,000+ Grey Lit 
Reports

•Metadata harvested from over 
30 UK national and regional 
historic environment 
inventories.
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What do we disseminate?

Dissemination
•Disseminate our own data
•Provide integrated resource 
discovery across data we 
aggregate
•Also disseminate to other 
international aggregators

• Europeana
• ARIADNE

•Part of a collaborative 
ecosystem based on shared 
metadata standards
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Introduction to ARIADNE

ariadne-infrastructure.eu

• EU FP7 project under the ‘Infrastructures’ theme, 
including 23 European partners across 16 countries 

• Four-year project: ended January 2017

• 17 Workpackages – primary deliverable: collection 
level metadata aggregation portal  

• Coordinator: PIN Scri - Polo Universitario "Città di 
Prato” at the University of Florence

• Deputy Coordinator: ADS
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ARIADNE

ARIADNE 
Community:

•9 ICT organisations

•14 archaeological 
organisations

•15 Associate partners

•Community building

• Transnational access

• Training events 

• Special interest 
groups
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ARIADNE
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ARIADNE

What is the role of collaboration for ARIADNE?
•Aggregation platforms not typically built out of a large 
international partnership – had to figure out how to 
work together on a technical and best practice level 
•Greater variability in capacity across the network than 
anticipated–used ARIADNE as internal leverage
•While able to contribute their data, most partners had 
no appropriate, persistent archiving and dissemination 
options within their own countries 
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ARIADNE

What is the role of collaboration for ARIADNE?
•Paper was given by partners in Slovenia and Ireland 
talking about “have’s and have nots” when it comes to 
having an acceptable place for their archaeological 
data
•Plans were made to offer data management 
workshops to partners in their own countries - Austria 
and Slovenia both accepted
•Much more successful than anticipated!
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ARIADNE

Data management 
workshops in Vienna and 
Ljubljana

Local partners worked hard 
to make sure governmental 
and institutional 
stakeholders attended, and 
took on understanding and 
presenting the state of play 
in their country
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ARIADNE

Data management workshops in Vienna and Ljubljana
Level of interest was much higher than expected:

• Pressure from funders to deposit data
• Pressure from institutions to deposit data
• Funding available; but no guidance
• No appropriate options for archaeological data
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ARIADNE

Data management workshops in Vienna and Ljubljana
•Conversations continued on how to seize the moment, take 
expertise within ARIADNE and collaborate beyond the 
current network
•Became apparent that while there was plenty of good 
practice guidance “one size did not fit all” and working 
together was going to critical to moving forward
•Archaeological data is often derived from non-repeatable 
interventions, and digital data is more fragile and subject 
to obsolescence than analogue data, so we risk losing a 
generation of research – Urgency! 
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SEADDA
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SEADDA

COST Action: Saving European Archaeology from the 
Digital Dark Age (SEADDA)
•EU funding (four years) for networking: meetings, training 
sessions, scientific missions, open access publications
•Partners representing 35 countries
•Working Groups

• WG1 Stewardship of Archaeological Data
• WG2 Planning for Archiving
• WG3 Preservation and Dissemination best practice
• WG4 Use and Re-Use of Archaeological Data 
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ARIADNEplus

ARIADNEplus 
Community:

•41 partners

•28 countries

•Majority are archaeological 
partners

•Linked data backend

•Extending thematic coverage

•Expanding participation
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ARIADNEplus
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Final Thoughts

We conflate our data and how we interact with the 
data into a single approach, to the detriment of 
both…
•The ARIADNEplus portal is (and should be) finite

•The capacity building in SEADDA, promoting data 
persistence and equity of participation is how we will move 
data stewardship forward and save our data for the next 
ARIADNE in the long-term

•We live in a world of project-by-project funding that 
requires sustainability plans

•Need to define long-term stewardship trajectories for our 
data to battle the Myth of Persistance
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Further Information
 http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk

Follow us on Twitter:
@ADS_Update

Friend us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/archaeology.data.service

holly.wright@york.ac.uk


