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Background

● Accredited digital archive for UK heritage data.
● Founded in 1996.
● Based in the Department of Archaeology, University of York.



Background

● We preserve data in perpetuity.
● We provides Open Access to data.
● We share the metadata about the data we hold!
● We provides guidance and support to data creators.
● We lead on standards for digital data.
● For more information see our Annual Reports.

https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/about/annualReports.xhtml


Why bother?

● Archaeology generates data.
● Archaeological work can be destructive.
● ‘Preservation by record’ and delivering access to that record.

https://doi.org/10.5284/1000392



Archaeology can produce



Funding

● The ADS was funded through the AHDS 1996-2008.
● Move to charging for all archive deposition.
● + research and development projects (e.g. EU)
● AHRC funding, via UKRI, is now returning!



Staffing

● Maintain a core staff of 16.
● Of which 7 are predominantly focussed on Digital Preservation and 

Archives. The “Curatorial And Technical Staff” or CATS.
● Development Team + Management Team.
● … and the Open Access Journal Internet Archaeology!



Data!

● ADS archive over 3.5 million digital objects.
● In 312 unique formats.
● ‘Bespoke’ systems stack not tied to any proprietary or open source 

preservation system.
● For more information see our Annual Reports.

https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/about/annualReports.xhtml


Gold!

The Prittlewell princely burial: 
excavations at Priory Crescent, 
Southend-on-Sea, Essex 2003.
https://doi.org/10.5284/1050095

The evolution of Rome's maritime 
facade: archaeology and 
geomorphology at Castelporziano. 
https://doi.org/10.5284/1000127



Preservation via migration







Accreditation



Our community of practice

● Members of the Digital Preservation Coalition.
● Other members include:

○ Library of Congress.

○ CERN.

○ Digital Repository of Ireland (DRI).

○ British Library (BL).

○ J. Paul Getty Trust.

○ United Nations High Commission for Refugees.



We archive for…



UK relationships



Archsearch



OASIS



International Collaboration

● Internationally!
● Sharing metadata: Ariadne https://t.co/Ri32qb8sjq?amp=1
● Working to establish best practice: SEADDA 

https://www.seadda.eu/

https://t.co/Ri32qb8sjq?amp=1
https://www.seadda.eu/
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THANK YOU

tim.evans@york.ac.uk
https://twitter.com/ADS_Update

help@archaeologydataservice.ac.uk

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk

