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Archaeology Data 
Service

● CoreTrustSeal Certified
● Established in 1996
● Based at the University of York
● Staff of 15 
● International collecting remit
● Data from industry, higher 

education, general public
● Depositor funded

https://www.coretrustseal.org/why-certification/certified-repositories/


is to support research, learning 
and teaching with freely 

available, high quality and 
dependable digital resources by 

preserving and disseminating 
digital data in the long term..

“

’’



Open Access to:
● 1.4m metadata records of UK 

archaeology
● >65,000 UK reports
● >45,000 Articles and Monographs
● >2100 International project archives

The ADS Archive by Data Type

https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/


Visited by:

2020 User Statistics

https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/

https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/


Preservation

● Follow OAIS model

● Preservation by Migration

● Use a bespoke systems stack



Digital Archiving 
in the UK



       Commercial Archaeology  

Crossrail:Archaeological Investigations Conducted in 
Advance of Construction of the Elizabeth Line 
Image © Crossrail Ltd, Museum of London Archaeology 



       Academic  

Star Carr and Lake Flixton
 University of York Research Project. 

 Image © University of York



       Independent Sector

Whitworth Park Community 
Archaeology and History Project  

Image © Whitworth Park Community 
Archaeology and History Project  



UK Archaeology Landscape
● England 
● Scotland
● Wales
● Northern Ireland
● Isle of Man
● Channel Islands



England

● No national repository 
● No legislation
● Reliance on local and regional policy. 
● 106 member organisations of ALGAO.
● Digital data deposited alongside physical archives with museums

National Planning Policy Framework 

'local planning authorities should require developers to record and advance 
understanding of the significance of any heritage assets to be lost (wholly or in part) 
in a manner proportionate to their importance and the impact and to make this 
evidence (and any archive generated) publicly accessible.' (paragraph 199)

'Copies of evidence should be deposited with the relevant historic environment record, 
and any archives with a local museum or other public depository.' (footnote 64)

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/810197/NPPF_Feb_2019_revised.pdf


The Scale of the 
Problem
Between 2013 and 2018, c. 43,000 archaeological projects 
are estimated to have taken place via the English planning 
system

Digital archives deposited with ADS over the same time 
period = 424

Less than 1% of field projects result in deposition of the 
digital archive with a specialist repository

Source: ALGAO: England - Planning for Archives: Opportunities and 
Omissions, 2019.



England

ADS now the mandated repository for over 
30 local authorities and museums

Historic England Response to Mendoza 
Review

“The curation of digital archaeological 
documentary archives should be performed by 
specialised Trusted Digital Repositories which 
provide Digital Object Identifier (DOI) services and 
registration and are charged with the long-term 
maintenance and migration of digital records, 
such as the Archaeology Data Service”

https://historicengland.org.uk/content/docs/consultations/he-response-to-dcms-mendoza-review-mar18-pdf/
https://historicengland.org.uk/content/docs/consultations/he-response-to-dcms-mendoza-review-mar18-pdf/


Think Archive / Work 
Digital



Think Archive / Work 
Digital Project

Project Manager: 
Dr Manda Forster MCIfA FSAScot

digventures.com
Director of Operations



Project Aims

● Understand how digital data is currently used and managed

● Signpost how different digital data should be collected and 

stored

● Highlight relevant technical guidance and relate that to 

industry standards

● Provide step-by-step guidance for practitioners at all stages 

of an archaeological project

● Explain how born digital data can form part of a sustainable 

archaeological archive



Project Structure
A) Understand current situation
● Lack of confidence
● Lack of real knowledge of digital archiving practice
● Low implementation of practical tools such as DMPs

All projects Some projects Rarely Not at all

Data Management Plans 33 34 41 23

Metadata planning 29 51 31 18

Filename conventions 61 40 24 12

Selection Strategy 39 51 28 14

Metadata tables 17 47 38 30

Accessible data 10 56 34 31

Archived 60 56 10 7

Summary of 
question 5.4: 'In 
your experience, to 
what extent is 
digital data 
actively managed 
during project 
delivery in the 
following ways', 
adapted from Parker 
Wooding and 
Forster 2018, table 
3.



Project Structure

B) Review CIfA Standards & guidance: Recommendations:

● Digital data managed to the same standard as all components of the Project 
Archive.

● Project planning documentation, includes a Data Management Plan (DMP).
● DMP should be consistent with the example provided as part of this resource.
● Digital data reviewed as part of the overarching selection process for the project 

archive.
● Repository for digital archives must be a Trusted Digital Repository.
● Repository should be notified early in the project and identified in the DMP.
● DMP updated throughout the project, changes in agreement with Project 

stakeholders.
● Final version of the DMP included with Archaeological Archive.



Project Structure
C) Provision of guidance
● Written guidance document 

(https://digventures.com/projects/digital-archives/)
● Webpage and resources 

(https://www.archaeologists.net/digdigital/)
● Workshops and promotion

https://digventures.com/projects/digital-archives/)
https://www.archaeologists.net/digdigital/


What's in the 
resource?

The Toolbox

T1: Health Check & Action Plan

Dig Digital Toolkit
https://www.archaeologists.net/digdigital/
Still areas to add but publicly available

https://www.archaeologists.net/digdigital/


What's in the 
resource?

The Toolbox

T1: Health Check & Action Plan

T2: DMP Checklist and editable template

Dig Digital Toolkit
https://www.archaeologists.net/digdigital/
Still areas to add but publicly available

https://www.archaeologists.net/digdigital/


What's in the 
resource?

The Toolbox

T1: Health Check & Action Plan

T2: DMP Checklist and editable template

T3: Digital archive workflow example

T4: Metadata workflow example and editable template

T5: OASIS workflow example

Dig Digital Toolkit
https://www.archaeologists.net/digdigital/
Still areas to add but publicly available

https://www.archaeologists.net/digdigital/


What's in the resource?
Flash Cards

FC1: CIfA Standards

FC2: The DMP

FC3: Files and folders

FC4: Selection strategy

FC5: FAIR principles

FC6: Depositing digital data

FC7: Security copy and backup

Case Studies

CS1: Digital archives across the UK

CS2: Understanding FAIR principles

CS3: Selection strategies and digital data

CS4: Digital archives and archaeological excavation

CS5: Maritime archaeology

CS6: Geophysics and digital data

CS7: Specialist data and digital archives

CS8: Monitoring and briefs

CS9: The OASIS user journey



Summary

● Please explore and use the Dig Digital toolkit: 
https://www.archaeologists.net/digdigital

● Ongoing process

● Just one of many projects

● ADS is seeing an improvement 
○ More digital archives being deposited
○ Archive quality is improving
○ Digital data types are increasing
○ DMPs being deposited with Archives



Archaeology Data Service
http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk

Department of Archaeology

The King’s Manor

University of York 

York, YO1 7EP

Thank You

http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk
http://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk

