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Background



Essential to FAIR!

■ F2. Data are described with rich metadata
■ I2. (Meta)data use vocabularies that follow FAIR principles
■ R1. Meta(data) are richly described with a plurality of accurate 

and relevant attributes



Basic Metadata

What = Pendant

When = Mesolithic

Where = Star Carr



Interoperability

Are we talking about the same thing?

How and where do you define your 
thing?

How do I cite this thing?



Barrows!



Barrows!



UK heritage thesauri

● Forum for Information Standards in Heritage

● Curate lists for England, Scotland and Wales

○ Monument type

○ Object Type

○ Period

○ And many more

https://www.heritage-standards.org.uk/fish-vocabularies/


UK heritage thesauri



UK heritage thesauri: multilingual



UK heritage thesauri: maritime



UK heritage thesauri: science



Advanced Metadata

What = Pendant 
http://purl.org/heritagedata/schemes/
mda_obj/concepts/96721

When = Mesolithic 
http://purl.org/heritagedata/schemes/
eh_period/concepts/ME

Where = Star Carr

http://purl.org/heritagedata/schemes/mda_obj/concepts/96721
http://purl.org/heritagedata/schemes/eh_period/concepts/ME


Where

Getty TGN

https://www.getty.edu/research/tools/vocabularies/tgn/


Where

Pleiades

https://pleiades.stoa.org/


Who?

● ORCID https://orcid.org/
● ULAN
● WikiData https://www.wikidata.org/

https://orcid.org/
https://www.wikidata.org/


International

Getty AAT



Periods

PeriodO 



Periods

PeriodO 



Species!

GBIF



Archaeology Data Service

Department of Archaeology

University of York

The King’s Manor

Exhibition Square

York, YO1 7EP

help@archaeologydataservice.ac.uk

www.archaeologydataservice.ac.uk

Thankyou!

tim.evans@york.ac.uk


