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Director's 
Foreword
The ADS has had  an outstand ing  year 

on  m ult ip le fron ts, both  a t  hom e and 

overseas. First ly , w ith in  the UK w e are 

now  firm ly  estab lished  as part  of 

UKRI?s d ig ita l research serv ices w ith  

agreed  ongoing  support  from  AHRC. 

Th is has a llow ed us to invest  in  

add it iona l sta ff and  equ ipm ent , t o 

launch our new  w ebsite, and  to 

undertake m a jor im provem ents to 

our on line deposit  system , ADS- easy . 

We have a lso been busy  on the 

Tow ards a  Nat iona l Collect ion  

Unpath?d Waters p roject , and  have 

launched the m arit im e porta l, w h ich  

has b rought  together da ta  from  a ll 

t he na t iona l heritage agencies for the 

first  t im e. In  the fu ture w e hope to 

undertake a  sign if icant  role 

support ing  AHRC in  the developm ent  

of RICHeS, the Research 

In frast ructure for Conserva t ion  and  

Heritage Science.

Meanw hile another core act iv it y , 

ensuring  the d issem ina t ion  and  

long- term  preserva t ion  of the d ig ita l 

da ta  genera ted  by  com m ercia l 

a rchaeolog ica l cont ractors, has 

fu rther expanded. We have agreed  an 

add it iona l ten- year p rogram m e of 

w ork  to com plete w ork  on Phases 

One, 2a  and  2b  of High Speed Tw o 

( HS2) , w h ich  w ill run  from  2025- 2035. 

As a rchaeolog ica l cont ractors adopt  

the CIfA Dig  Dig ita l recom m endat ions 

w e a re a lso seeing  a  m uch w ider take 

up  for our a rch iv ing  serv ices and  our 

g row ing  team  of a rch iv ist s have been 

kep t  busy . At  the in terna t iona l level 

w e have been ab le to m a in ta in  a  

st rong  leadersh ip  role, desp ite the 

d isrup t ion  crea ted  by  Brexit . The 

second phase of ARIADNE has been 

concluded but  a lready  the underly ing  

porta l a rch itecture is being  rolled  out  

in  other p rojects, inc lud ing  Unpath?d 

Waters, and  in  the com ing  years it  

w ill be adapted  to p rov ide a  m a jor 

im provem ent  to our search 

in terfaces. Our COST Act ion  SEADDA 

is com ing  to a  c lose, hav ing  had  

sign if icant  im pacts, and  w ork ing  w ith  

the European Archaeolog ica l 

Consilium  ( EAC)  w e have encouraged 

the p rov ision  of d ig ita l a rch iv ing  in  

m any  count r ies. We have been 

aw arded a  h igh ly  com pet it ive COST 

Innova tors Grant  to extend  th is w ork , 

and  have a lso set  up  a  not - for- p rofit  

associa t ion  under Belg ian  law , the 

ARIADNE Research In frast ructure 

( ARIADNE RI) , t o support  our p resence 

in  Europe and  to m a in ta in  and  

develop  the ARIADNE porta l. We are 

a lso soon to em bark  on a  new  

four- year collabora t ion , w ork ing  w ith  

the m a jor European Research 

In frast ructures in  the Arts and  

Hum anit ies to enhance access to 

open da ta  a rchaeology  and  heritage. 

Except iona lly , t he UK is elig ib le for 

d irect  EU fund ing  under th is schem e, 

as the Com m ission  recogn ised  tha t  it  

w as im portan t  tha t  European 

researchers had  access to 

w orld - lead ing  research 

in frast ructures, w herever in  the w orld  

they  a re hosted .
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Cert ifica t ion
The ADS subm itted  a  

renewal app lica tion of our 

CoreTrustSea l 

accred ita tion (2023- 2025)  

in Spring  2023. The 

app lica tion is currently 

being  reviewed, and we?ll 

be sure to share the 

results with our users as 

soon as possib le.

A constant them e has been the 

itera tive im provem ent of the ADS 

Collections Managem ent System  to 

stream line workflows for the 

increasing  num ber of collections and 

files deposited .

Reviews of policy docum enta tion 

undertaken as part of CoreTrustSea l 

renewal and an interna l DPC RAM 

review led  to further im provem ents 

inc lud ing  new Assessm ent and 

Appra isa l, and Deaccession and da ta  

d isposa l polic ies.

A key focus this year has been on 

m ainta ining  a  p reserva tion watch on 

relevant software/ hardware changes, 

especia lly via  the DPC Technology 

Watch reports, to assess any im pact 

on ADS hold ings. As a  consequence, 

work has begun on a  sing le 

Guideline/ Instruction docum ent for 

Pragm atic  Aud iovisua l Preserva tion, 

incorpora ting  actions from  a  review of 

the DPC Technology Watch Report.

Work has begun on p lanning  for a  

round of m igra tions, part icula rly on 

CAD files and the im pact of num erous 

versions of AutoDesk. An assessm ent 

of hold ings and versions has been 

com pleted  and im p lem enta tion of a  

la rge- sca le autom ated m igra tion is 

p lanned for the future.

. 
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Preserva t ion ServicesPreserva t ion Services

Over the last year the m em bership  of 

the Cura toria l and Technica l sta ff 

(CATs)  has grown to record  levels with 

new d ig ita l a rchivists joining  the team . 

With the num ber of a rchives deposited  

a lso increasing  it  has becom e 

im pera tive tha t a ll sta ff a re working  to 

the sam e procedures and ab le to dea l 

with a  wide variety of a rchives and 

da tasets.  One solution has been to 

have designated  ?archive sprints? 

throughout the year where a ll a rchivists 

work in the sam e room  and on sim ila r 

types of da tasets, for exam ple 

geophysics. The team  can thus share 

prob lem s and solutions as they occur 

and identify im provem ents to 

p rocedures and polic ies. There have 

been five such sprints this year, with the 

team  working  through over 100 

archives.

CATS Week & Cont inuing  Developm ent

Archive Sta t ist ics
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https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/about/policies/ads-policies-and-procedures/assessment-and-appraisal-policy/
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/about/policies/ads-policies-and-procedures/assessment-and-appraisal-policy/
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/about/policies/ads-policies-and-procedures/assessment-and-appraisal-policy/
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/about/policies/ads-policies-and-procedures/appraisal-and-deaccession-policy/
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/about/policies/ads-policies-and-procedures/appraisal-and-deaccession-policy/
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/about/policies/ads-policies-and-procedures/appraisal-and-deaccession-policy/
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/about/policies/ads-policies-and-procedures/appraisal-and-deaccession-policy/
https://www.dpconline.org/digipres/discover-good-practice/tech-watch-reports
https://www.dpconline.org/digipres/discover-good-practice/tech-watch-reports
https://www.dpconline.org/digipres/discover-good-practice/tech-watch-reports
https://www.dpconline.org/digipres/discover-good-practice/tech-watch-reports
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Once aga in ADS has had a  record  

breaking  year with 553 collections 

released but a  staggering  1245 da ta  

collections deposited . This is 568 m ore 

da ta  collections than were deposited  

last year. This record  breaking  year is a  

result of an 85% percent increase in 

usage of ADS- easy (820 deposits)  and 

the deposit of 148 HS2 collections. In 

part icula r we have noticed  a  g rowth in 

the deposit of geophysics collections 

via  ADS- easy, with over 100 such 

projects deposited  in the last three 

m onths of the year and an increase in 

the subm ission of photogram m etry 

da tasets.  This year we have had 198 

deposit enquiries for la rger a rchives 

tha t would  sit outside the standard  

ADS- easy deposit route. 

8

Collect ions Developm ent

Collect ion Sta t ist ics 

Collect ions Developm ent

Collect ion Report  Deposits by Year Enquiries by Year  

Tota l Collect ions by TypeA1 Leem ing  to Barton  Motorw ay  Upgrade Schem e, North  Yorksh ire © Northern  Archaeolog ica l Associa tes
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In 2009 Wessex Archaeology excavated  a  

num ber of Midd le to La te Bronze Age 

inhum ation and crem ation buria ls,  a  La te 

Bronze Age field  system  and a  substantia l 

industry m anufacturing  arm lets from  

m udstone. Ana lysis of this site will form  

part of a  forthcom ing pub lica tion in The 

Antiquaries Journa l.

As reported  last year, the ADS continues to 

accession archaeolog ica l da ta  from  the 

HS2 project. This a rchive represents the 

init ia l land ing  page for da tasets a rchived 

from  the entire p roject inc lud ing  Phases 

One, 2a  and 2b . As archives are 

accessioned by the ADS new releases will 

appear here.

From  2013- 2018 an interna tiona l team  of 

a rchaeolog ists undertook excavations 

ahead of the construction of the SCPX 

p ipeline, which crosses Azerba ijan 

towards Georg ia . The archive consists of 

49 excavation site reports and 6 specia list 

reports and accom panies an Internet 

Archaeology pub lica tion 

https:/ / doi.org / 10.11141/ ia .59.11 
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© High Speed Tw o Ltd .  
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Collect ion Highlights
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This photographic a rchive deta ils a  series 

of historic  build ings recorded as part of 

the Discover Brightwater Project, which 

was supported  by the Nationa l Lottery 

Heritage Fund. Located  within the Skerne 

Va lley, County Durham , these 

photographic surveys inc lude a  selection 

of fa rm s, m ills and Walworth Castle.

This new lib ra ry collection deta ils the 

results of a rchaeolog ica l investiga tions 

conducted  as part of the Crossra il p roject. 

These ten open access m onographs 

inc lude inform ation about buria l sites a t 

Liverpool Street and geoarchaeolog ica l 

evidence on the lower Tham es floodp la in. 

The correspond ing  ADS archives are held  

here https:/ / doi.org / 10.5284/ 1055125. 

This collection com prises a  series of 

aud io- visua l da ta  from  interviews 

undertaken by the 'Defying  Convention: 

Devising  New Approaches to Heritage 

Va lues in Va lletta , Ma lta ' p roject. The 

project exp lored  heritage va lue and 

significance from , or associa ted , with the 

c ity of Va lletta , the historic  cap ita l of the 

Maltese Islands.
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Crossra il Archaeology  Series h t tps:/ / doi.org / 10.5284/ 1107010

Defy ing  Convent ion : Dev ising  New  Approaches to Heritage Va lues in  Va llet ta , Ma lta  

2021- 2022  h t tps:/ / doi.org / 10.5284/ 1106986  

St . Frederick 's St reet  Va llet ta . 

© Joshua de Giorg io

South facing  eleva t ion of Walworth Cast le

© Richard  Carlton

Aeria l v iew  of K?rp ic lit ?p? 2018 © Dav id  Maynard  

 Sha le a rm let   © Wessex Archaeology 

Excava t ion  and  Post - Excava t ion  Data  from  Marget t s Pit , Marget t s Lane, Burham , 

Kent , 2009 h t tps:/ / doi.org / 10.5284/ 1106772

Archaeolog ica l Excava t ions on the South  Caucasus Pipeline Expansion Gas Pipeline, 

Azerba ijan  2013- 2018 h t tps:/ / doi.org / 10.5284/ 1101054 

HS2 Histor ic  Env ironm ent  Dig ita l Arch ive h t tps:/ / doi.org / 10.5284/ 1113008 

Discover Brigh tw ater Project  -   h t tps:/ / doi.org / 10.5284/ 1106778

https://doi.org/10.11141/ia.59.11
https://www.discoverbrightwater.com/
https://www.discoverbrightwater.com/
https://www.discoverbrightwater.com/
https://www.discoverbrightwater.com/
https://www.discoverbrightwater.com/
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/
https://www.heritagefund.org.uk/
https://doi.org/10.5284/1055125
https://doi.org/10.5284/1107010
https://doi.org/10.5284/1106986
https://doi.org/10.5284/1106772
https://doi.org/10.5284/1101054
https://doi.org/10.5284/1113008
https://doi.org/10.5284/1106778


13

Skull cave stone loca ted  a t  MAPSE, 

Museo Rapa Nui

St  Stephen's S5 Vault   

©  Dr Nicholas Webb
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Aeria l photograph of Puna Pau

The Rapa Nui Landscapes of Construction 

Project was an AHRC (Arts and Hum anit ies 

Research Council)  funded collabora tive 

project between the UCL Institute of 

Archaeology, the University of Manchester, 

the University of Bournem outh, the Chilean 

Nationa l Parks Authority, Rapa Nui and the 

Museo Antropolog ico, Rapa Nui. 

The landscape of Rapa Nui (or Easter 

Island)  is best known for the m ore than 

1000 m onum enta l sta tues known as m oa i, 

built  by the ancestors of the Rapa Nui 

peop le. Desp ite its sm all size and rem ote 

loca tion, Rapa Nui receives interna tiona l 

a ttention from  archaeolog ists and other 

researchers. Today, the island is p rotected  

as both a  UNESCO World  Heritage Site and 

a  na tiona l park.

This p roject a im ed to develop  new 

interpreta tions for the organisa tion and 

m eaning  behind  the construction of the 

m oa i sta tues, and to exp lore associa ted  

fea tures such as sta tue quarries, transport 

roads, and ahu, the p la tform s on which 

these m onum ents stand. The project  

inc luded a  series of engagem ent activit ies 

working  a longside the Rapanui Nationa l 

Parks (CONAF)  and the Orkney Research 

Centre for Archaeology (ORCA) , University 

of Highlands and Islands. The project ran 

from  2008- 2015 and inc luded a  series of 

fieldwork seasons utilising  d ifferent 

investiga tive m ethods inc lud ing  

excavation, geophysica l survey, 3D laser 

scanning , photogram m etry and aeria l 

photography.

The recently pub lished archive conta ins 

an extensive array of downloadab le 

Rapa Nui Landscapes of Construct ion 

Project  

m ateria l tha t is ava ilab le to reuse under a  

Creative Com m ons Licence.  The download 

section inc ludes: 

- Project reports and pub lica tions: yearly 

reports p roduced by the project ( in both 

Eng lish and Spanish)  and a  selection of 

pub lica tions.

- Excavation da ta : from  excavations a t 

Puna Pau in 2009, 2012 and 2013 

inc lud ing  context reg isters, p lans and 

context sheets.

- Survey da ta : raw geophysica l survey 

da ta  and p lots of enhanced da ta , raw 

topographic survey points, wa lkover 

survey da ta .

- Project GIS: trench loca tions a t Puna Pau 

and geophysica l survey loca tions.

- Photographs, video and aud io 

record ings: Working  shots, finds, 

excavation photographs, panoram ic 

im ages, survey photographs, aeria l 

im agery, interviews.

- 3D data , inc lud ing  photogram m etry.

Featured  Collect ion

Im age cred it s -  © Aeria l- Cam  Ltd , 

Bournem outh  Un iversit y , Orkney  

College, Un iversit y  of the 

High lands and  Islands, Un iversit y  

College London

Aeria l v iew of Trench 1A/ B

Trachyte m oa i ( head)
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https://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/research/directory/rapa-nui-landscapes-construction
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/research/directory/rapa-nui-landscapes-construction
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/research/directory/rapa-nui-landscapes-construction
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/research/directory/rapa-nui-landscapes-construction
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/research/directory/rapa-nui-landscapes-construction
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/research/directory/rapa-nui-landscapes-construction
https://www.ukri.org/councils/ahrc/
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/
https://www.ucl.ac.uk/archaeology/
https://www.alc.manchester.ac.uk/cahae/
https://www.alc.manchester.ac.uk/cahae/
https://www.alc.manchester.ac.uk/cahae/
https://www.bournemouth.ac.uk/about/our-faculties/faculty-science-technology/our-departments/department-archaeology-anthropology
https://www.bournemouth.ac.uk/about/our-faculties/faculty-science-technology/our-departments/department-archaeology-anthropology
https://www.bournemouth.ac.uk/about/our-faculties/faculty-science-technology/our-departments/department-archaeology-anthropology
https://www.museorapanui.gob.cl/
https://www.museorapanui.gob.cl/
https://www.museorapanui.gob.cl/
https://www.museorapanui.gob.cl/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/715/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/715/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/715/
https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/715/
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/news-events/collection-feature-rapa-nui/
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/news-events/collection-feature-rapa-nui/
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/news-events/collection-feature-rapa-nui/
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archives/view/1004519/downloads.cfm


The ?Feed ing  Ang lo- Saxon Eng land 

(FeedSax) : The Bioarchaeology of an 

Agricultura l Revolution? project was 

supported  by the European Research 

Council (ERC)  under the European Union?s 

Horizon 2020 research and innovation 

program m e (grant agreem ent no. 741751) . 

From  2017 to 2022, the FeedSax project, 

based a t the Universit ies of Oxford  and 

Leicester, assem bled  and interrogated  a  

vast b ioarchaeolog ica l da taset, p rovid ing  

a  new perspective on this p ivota l aspect 

of early m ed ieva l history. 

This collection presents da ta  in a  

searchab le p roject da tabase and m ap of 

sites, a longside an exported  SQL 

database, spreadsheets and reports.

The FeedSax Dig ita l Archive hosted  by the 

Archaeology Data  Service conta ins 123 

files, inc lud ing  26 rad iocarbon da ting  

reports, a  technica l paper on stab le 

isotope variab ility, pa lynolog ica l 

syntheses, 215 pages of a rchaeobotanica l 

ana lysis, and ?Haystack?: the project?s core 

da tabase com prising  archaeolog ica l, 

a rchaeobotanica l, zooarchaeolog ica l, 
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Featured  Collect ion

15

Feed ing  Ang lo- Saxon Eng land 

( FeedSax) : The Bioarchaeology of an 

Agricultura l Revolut ion 

rad iocarbon, and crop  and anim al isotope 

da ta . Haystack can be queried  through an 

interactive m ap- based interface and sits 

a longside the com plete raw datasets, 

which are a lso ava ilab le to download. 

Alongside this a rchive, an accom panying  

paper was pub lished in Internet 

Archaeology. This da ta  paper p rovides 

further inform ation about the vast, 

m ult i- faceted  archaeolog ica l da taset 

crea ted  as part of the project as well as its 

reuse potentia l to support further 

research.

McKerracher, M. et a l. 2023 Feeding 

Anglo- Saxon England: a  

bioarchaeological dataset for the study 

of early m edieval agriculture (Data  

paper) , Internet Archaeology 61. 

https:/ / doi.org/ 10.11141/ ia .61.5   

In add it ion to this a rchive, the FeedSax 

project has a lso crea ted  the FeedSax 

Photographic Archive, hosted  by the 

University of Oxford?s Susta inab le Dig ita l 

Scholarship  service. This da tabase 

conta ins 6,599 m icroscope photographs 

of charred  gra ins, constitut ing  both a  

record  of destructively ana lysed 

m ateria l and a  resource for future 

geom etric  m orphom etric  stud ies.

Im age cred it s -  Feed ing  Ang lo- Saxon 

Eng land  p roject

Botanica l survey in the open fields a t  Laxton, Not t ingham shire.

Taking  peat / sed im ent  sam ples using  a  

Russian corer a t  Da isy Banks Fen, Oxfordshire

Charred  g ra ins ; free- threshing  wheat  from  

Yarnton

ADS Annua l Report 2022- 23

https://erc.europa.eu/homepage
https://erc.europa.eu/homepage
https://erc.europa.eu/homepage
https://feedsax.arch.ox.ac.uk/
https://doi.org/10.5284/1057492
https://doi.org/10.5284/1057492
https://doi.org/10.5284/1057492
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archives/view/1003605/query.cfm
https://doi.org/10.11141/ia.61.5
https://portal.sds.ox.ac.uk/feedsax
https://portal.sds.ox.ac.uk/feedsax
https://portal.sds.ox.ac.uk/feedsax


The new ADS Website was launched 

this year on Monday 6th February 2023. 

It  represents the culm ina tion of two 

years of hard  work by ADS sta ff and our 

website design team  a t  Error Agency.  

Generously funded as part of the Arts 

and Hum anit ies Research Council 

(AHRC)  research infrastructure 

p rogram m e, the website has been 

redesigned to p rovide a  m ore intuit ive 

user experience and a  c learer design to 

a llow easier access to a ll the resources 

and inform ation tha t the ADS offers. As 

part of this p rocess m uch of the 

content of the website has been 

refreshed. A recent b log  post deta ils the 

changes and forthcom ing fea tures. 

Highlights of the new website inc lude:

- A m ore intuit ive design m aking  it  

easier for users to access a ll ADS 

resources.

- A m ore responsive website tha t 

can be d isp layed on d ifferent 

types of devices inc lud ing  tab lets 

and sm artphones.

- A News and Events section, a  

sing le p lace for a ll the la test 

news and forthcom ing events 

from  the ADS. 

- Better links to our partner journa l, 

Internet Archaeology, which can 

be accessed d irectly from  the 

hom epage. 

- A redesign of our Instruction for 

Depositors ( form erly the 

Guidelines for Depositors)  to 

c la rify our requirem ents for 

deposit ing  da ta  with the ADS.

Feedback on the new design has been 

posit ive. The website represents the first 

stage in an ongoing  reinvigora tion of 

ADS resources and services, with 

updates to both ArchSearch and 

ADS- easy currently in developm ent.

This year our key m echanism s for 

Resource Delivery, ArchSearch, 

Archives, Lib rary, and Internet 

Archaeology continue to be well- used 

with nearly 725,000 visitors across a ll 

our resources. Our Archives 

app lica tion now provides access to 

over 3000 da ta  rich a rchives and the 

ADS Lib rary currently holds 136,831 

journa l a rt ic les and reports.

The focus year has been to better 

p resent and leverage the rich 

m etadata  supp lied  by deposits and 

augm ented by ADS Sta ff as part of the 

new Cata loguing  Policy. Work is nearly 

com plete on a  new Collection 

m etadata  page tha t will better 

address the FAIR princ ip les, m eet 

accessib ility requirem ents, and 

prom ote reuse and c ita tion of ADS 

data .

Resource Delivery
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New ADS Website

1716 ADS Annua l Report 2022- 23

Website User Sta t ist ics

All ADS and IA resources

ht tps:/ / doi.org / 10.5284/ 1102148 

The 1986 m ura l 'The Sad Ta le of Pierrot ' by  Tim othy  Plant  © The Archaeology  Co.

https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/blog/welcome-to-the-new-ads-website/
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/blog/welcome-to-the-new-ads-website/
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/about/policies/metadata/cataloguing-policy/
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/about/policies/metadata/cataloguing-policy/
https://doi.org/10.5284/1102148


Estab lished by Internet Archaeology 

and ADS in 2016, the Open Access 

Archaeology Fund was set up  with the 

a im  of supporting  the pub lishing  and 

archiving  costs of researchers who 

have no m eans of institut iona l support. 

This year, thanks to kind  regula r and 

one- off donors, a  further £1000 has 

been ra ised , which will enab le us to 

support m ore app licants. Since its 

inception, the fund has ra ised  a lm ost 

£7000, which so fa r has been used to 

support four ADS d ig ita l a rchives and 

four Internet Archaeology art ic les. 

We recently asked rec ip ients how they 

felt about the opportunit ies the fund 

gave them .  

Over the course of the last 12 m onths, 

Internet Archaeology has pub lished a  

further three issues (61, 62 & 63)  -  a  tota l 

of 34 art ic les. The journa l continues to be 

the pub lica tion venue for the European 

Archaeolog ica l Council (EAC)  Heritage 

Managem ent Sym posium  proceed ings. 

This b log  post deta ils the continued work 

of Internet Archaeology on EAC 

Sym posium  proceed ings. This year?s 

issue was on the them e of Archaeology 

and the Natura l Environm ent, authored 

by archaeology and heritage m anagers 

from  across Europe.  We have a lso 

pub lished further outputs and ana lyses 

from  the COST Action SEADDA networking  

project (see Research & Developm ent)  to 

supp lem ent the 2021 ?sta te of the art? 

them ed issue. More inform ation and 

som e art ic le highlights can be found in 

this recent news post on the ADS website.

Internet Archaeology is well p laced to sit 

a t the intersection of the academ ic and 

com m ercia l a rchaeology 'worlds' and we 

are seeing  a  m arked increase in 

enquiries and proposa ls from  the sector. 

In the last year, the journa l has pub lished 

4 art ic les by authors from  com m ercia l 

units (CFA Archaeology, Wessex, Landsker 

Archaeology & Archaeology South- East) . 

18 ADS Annua l Report 2022- 2318 19

In ternet  Archaeology Update

Preserved  Rom an build ings in Aguntum  

( Aust ria )  p resent  their new look a fter the 

p lant ing  of w ild flowers typ ica l to the Alp ine 

Reg ion. From  Picker, A. 2023 Int roduct ion -  

Archaeology and the Natura l Environm ent , 

Internet  Archaeology 62. 

ht tps:/ / doi.org / 10.11141/ ia .62.16 © Oliver Stöhr 

Screen grab  of the unreleased Atari 
2600 gam e

Elect ronic Pub lica t ion
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Open Access Archaeology Fund
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"?The Open Access Archaeology 

fund...helped m e to publish m y 

first paper. That was a  huge 

m otivation to keep on going. I 

hope one day I can give back to 

the fund, so that they can help 

som eone else to have the sam e 

opportunity that I did.?  

Joel Santos ( 2022 app licant )

? [The fund] enabled the construction of the interface web- page of 

the digita l archive, facilita ting the exploration and re- use of the 

digita l im ages deposited in ADS ? som ething which would not have 

been possible to fund otherwise.?

Grazia  A. Di Piet ro ( 2019 app licant )

In ternet  Archaeology Update

Want to donate? You can donate to the Open Access Archaeology Fund here (one 

off donation or regula r g iving) : https:/ / inta rch.ac.uk/ about/ donate.htm l  

Need support? See our recent b log  post for deta ils on how to app ly to the fund for 

support.

Donate or get  Support !

https://intarch.ac.uk/about/donate.html
https://intarch.ac.uk/about/donate.html
https://intarch.ac.uk/about/donate.html
https://intarch.ac.uk/about/donate.html
https://intarch.ac.uk/
https://intarch.ac.uk/
https://www.europae-archaeologiae-consilium.org/
https://www.europae-archaeologiae-consilium.org/
https://www.europae-archaeologiae-consilium.org/
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/blog/ia-eac-proceedings/
https://intarch.ac.uk/journal/issue62/
https://intarch.ac.uk/journal/issue62/
https://intarch.ac.uk/journal/issue62/
https://intarch.ac.uk/journal/issue62/
https://intarch.ac.uk/journal/issue62/
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/news-events/ia-seadda-issue/
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/news-events/ia-seadda-issue/
https://doi.org/10.11141/ia.62.16
https://intarch.ac.uk/about/donate.html
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/blog/foa-open-access-arch-fund/
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/blog/foa-open-access-arch-fund/


The journa l is a lso working  c losely with 

ADS on aspects of HS2 d issem ination, 

with the intention to pub lish both da ta  

papers ( to act as a  window onto 

respective d ig ita l a rchives)  and longer 

a rt ic les. The groundwork for these 

pub lica tions has been la id  and we 

hope to sta rt releasing  them  within the 

next few m onths when the archives 

are a lso ready. 
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Screen grab  of the unreleased Atari 
2600 gam e
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© South West  

Heritage Trust
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?This graphic novel will be encouraging to other archaeologists and 

scholars of the past who wish to apply their creative im aginations to the 

m ateria l they unearth in archives, in the ground, and in the landscape. 

Students or interested readers who wish to refer to an im aginative and 

yet accurate representation of how archaeologists work m ay refer to the 

parts of this volum e which illustrate that work. Finally, scholars of the 

industria l period m ay find the volum e useful in im agining the past 

streetscape of Sheffield, as illustrated from  archiva l and archaeological 

evidence.?

Katherine Fennelly  on  the Hollis Croft  pub lica t ion  and  a rch ive, rev iew  in  

European Journa l of Archaeology  26 doi:10.1017/ eaa .2023.11 

The ancient  thea t re, Na t iona l Park  of But r in t  Na t iona l Inst it u te of Cu ltu ra l Heritage, Alban ia . From  Mizir i, 

E. et  a l 2023 But r in t  Na t iona l Park  'In tegra ted  Managem ent  Plan ' -  Com bin ing  Natura l Park  w ith  Cu ltu ra l 

Heritage, In ternet  Archaeology  62. h t tps:/ / doi.org / 10.11141/ ia .62.2

The Nat iona l Cu ltu ra l Heritage 

Map Server . From  St reinu , M. 

and  ?andric , B. 2023 The Sta te 

of the Art  of Dig ita l Arch iv ing  

in  Rom ania , In ternet  

Archaeology  63. 

h t tps:/ / doi.org / 10.11141/ ia .63.2
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https://doi.org/10.1017/eaa.2023.11
https://doi.org/10.11141/ia.62.2
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A Quick Buck: An Early  Licensed Whisky 

Dist illery a t  Blackm iddens Farm  in the 

Cabrach by Darroch D.M. Bra tt and Peter 

Bye- Jensen

ht tps:/ / doi.org / 10.11141/ ia .61.3

Blackm iddens/ Buck is the only fa rm  

d istillery excavated  in the Highlands and 

Islands. The site represents a  short- lived  

period  of d ist illing  in the Scott ish 

Highlands in which whisky- m aking  

opera ted  in a  leg it im ate com m ercia l 

capacity as a  com plem ent to a  la rger 

agricultura l unit. The research pub lished 

in this a rt ic le (com plete with 3D m odel)  

g ive insight into this short but vita l 

transit iona l phase in the history of 

whisky- m aking  in the reg ion. 

Forthcom ing :

A Med ieva l Draw bridge Pit  and  the Stor ies it  Tells Us, Excava t ions a t  Pontefract  Cast le, 

2019- 2020

Wakefield  Metropolitan Distric t Council com m issioned DigVentures to undertake a  p rogram m e 

of a rchaeolog ica l investiga tions as part of the Gatehouse Project, a  com m unity- focused 

archaeolog ica l research project based a t Pontefract Castle, West Yorkshire. The socia l im pact 

of the archaeolog ica l investiga tions, inc lud ing  project outcom es for heritage, for peop le and 

for the com m unity, have been ana lysed and pub lished in an earlier a rt ic le in the journa l. This 

new art ic le will focus on the archaeolog ica l evidence recovered during  the excavations, and  

conclusions drawn about the construction and chronology of the ga tehouse.

Forthcom ing :

Mints not  m ines: a  m acrosca le invest iga t ion  of Rom an silver coinage

Going back to re- ana lyse their own data  from  the orig ina l d ig ita l a rchive released in 2015, the 

authors p ropose tha t lead  from  the west Med iterranean was used exclusively to refine silver a t 

m ints in the West, and tha t an unknown lead supp ly (possib ly from  Macedonia)  was m ixed 

with western lead. The paper focuses on identifying  m ints ra ther than geolog ica l sources using  

com posit iona l ana lysis. 

 Blackm iddens during  excava t ion from  

the south in 2021  © Peter Bye- Jensen

Art ic le Highlights

ht tps:/ / doi.org / 10.11141/ ia .61.2

This a rt ic le p resents outcom es from  The Matrix 

p roject, which has looked a t p rob lem s caused by 

the lack of standard ised approaches to d ig ita l 

a rchiving  of a rchaeolog ica l da ta  using  the case 

study of stra tig raphic and phasing  da ta . The 

stra tig raphic m atrix ana lysis p rototype software 

tool 'Phaser' is a lso introduced a longside an 

anim ated exp la iner on how archaeolog ists use 

stra tig raphy.

ht tps:/ / doi.org / 10.11141/ ia .61.6

During  a  p rogram m e of p lanned archaeolog ica l 

work ahead of construction of a  new school, a  

very la rge flint handaxe was found in fluvia l 

deposits thought to da te from  the MIS 9 

interg lac ia l. It  is currently the 3rd  la rgest handaxe 

known to be found in Brita in. Its size and 

d istinctive sym m etrica l elongated  tapering  t ip  is 

typ ica l of a  type known as a  ficron, a  form  tha t 

m ay have had a  specia lised  function in early 

hum an society, or rela te to specific  hum an 

groups, or even hum an species. This a rt ic le, 

released to widespread interna tiona l television 

and news coverage, p resents the m etrica l da ta  

for the artefact and som e init ia l com parison with 

sim ila r a rtefacts from  the Brit ish Pa laeolithic  and 

links the reader to the da ta  in a  d ig ita l repository.

A North- Western  Hab ita t : t he Pa leoethology  and  Colon isa t ion  of a  European Pen insu la  ( a  

com prehensive ana lysis of excava t ions in  Pin  Hole Cave, Cresw ell Crags)  by Rogan D.S. 

Jenkin ht tps:/ / doi.org / 10.11141/ ia .61.1 

This a rt ic le (and associa ted  d ig ita l a rchive)  were in p repara tion when the author passed away. 

Desp ite m any pub lica tions dea ling  with the Creswell Caves m ore broad ly, Pin Hole Cave has 

not p reviously been com prehensively pub lished so gett ing  this work into the pub lic  dom ain was 

im portant to Rogan who, as a  form er cura tor, had ded ica ted  m uch of his life to Creswell. While 

som e p lanned changes were not possib le, we have endeavoured to com plete it  to the best of 

our ab ility in the hope tha t it  can still be a  fit t ing  tribute to the m an and his passion for the 

archaeology of Creswell.

On the Discovery  of a  La te Acheu lean 'Giant ' Handaxe from  the Marit im e Academ y , 

Fr indsbury , Kent  by Letty Ingrey, Sarah M. Duffy, Martin Bates, Andrew Shaw and Matt Pope 

Stra t ig raphic Ana lysis and  The Matrix: connect ing  and  reusing  d ig ita l records and  archives of 

a rchaeolog ica l invest iga t ions by Keith May, Jam es S. Taylor and Ceri Bind ing
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CAPTION

In 2022/ 23 work has continued on 

p lanning  for a  rep lacem ent for the 

current Archsearch ca ta logue. As 

reported  last year, the rep lacem ent will 

be based upon a  loca l custom ised 

instance of the ARIADNE Porta l, which 

was successfully used for the Unpath?d 

Waters interface d iscussed elsewhere 

in this report. This new interface will 

crea te a  sing le point of entry for users 

to cross- search ADS Archives ( rich 

da ta  collections)  and the hold ings of 

the ADS Lib rary ( journa l a rt ic le and 

grey litera ture) . Following  the ARIADNE 

approach it will be based around a  

m ap, as well as a llow users to search 

on keywords, da ta  crea tors, and t im e 

periods. It  is antic ipa ted  tha t this 

interface will be dep loyed over the 

2023/ 24 reporting  period . Current 

search interfaces for ADS Archives and 

the ADS Lib rary will rem ain in p lace, 

with the Lib rary resource currently 

undergoing  som e key im provem ents 

requested  by depositors and users.

A facet of this work has been to review 

a  p ilot new approach to resource 

d iscovery. An API for OASIS -  funded 

through Historic  Eng land?s HIAS 

Program m e -  a llows users of the 

system  program m atic  access to 

records. We will be undertaking  a  

review of up take la ter this year, as well 

as a  separa te survey to assess the 

need for m ore APIs for ADS hold ings.

Resource Discovery

On 31 Decem ber 2022 the second 

phase of ARIADNE was brought to an 

extrem ely successful conclusion, 

following  a  ga la  d inner in Florence 

earlier in the m onth. The highlight of 

the project has been the further 

developm ent and extension of the 

ARIADNE porta l, which now provides 

access to a lm ost four m illion 

archaeolog ica l resources, covering  

four continents, over forty countries, 

and rang ing  from  the earliest 

hom inids to the archaeology of the 

Cold  War. The da ta  aggregation task 

was led  by the ADS, based on our 

experience in earlier p rojects ga ined 

over two decades. The fina l review 

report from  the European Com m ission 

concluded tha t the ?Project has 

delivered  exceptiona l results with 

significant im m edia te or potentia l 

im pact?. To ensure tha t the porta l is 

susta ined and tha t further da ta  can be 

added, the ADS has taken the lead 

role, working  with the University of 

Florence, to found a  not- for- p rofit  

m em bership  associa tion, estab lished 

under Belg ian law as an Association 

Internationale sans but lucratif (or 

AISBL) . Julian Richards and Franco 

Niccolucc i signed the sta tutes for the 

new ARIADNE Research Infrastructure  

(ARIADNE RI)  in Belg ium  in Novem ber 

2022. Over 30 form er ARIADNE partners 

and associa te partners have a lready 

joined, and the ARIADNE RI will hold  its 

first genera l m eeting  in Septem ber 

2023.

2524

Prof Franco Niccolucci, Dr Paola  Ronzino and  

Prof Ju lian  Richards a t  the ARIADNEplus Ga la  

Dinner, Florence, 2022
The Keep a t  Hed ingham  Cast le 
© Colchester Archaeolog ica l Trust
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Advisory Services
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This year ADS sta ff have continued to 

actively p rom ote best p ractice in 

d ig ita l a rchiving  and da ta  

m anagem ent, and provide expert 

advice to our user g roups through 

a ttendance a t both interna tiona l 

conferences such as EAA and CAA 

and c loser to hom e through various 

forum s. The ADS continues to 

undertake outreach activit ies across 

the world  and sta ff a t the ADS have 

delivered  a  num ber of tra ining  

events over the last 12 m onths.  
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Outreach 
The ADS continues to undertake 

outreach activit ies across the world . A 

highlight this year was the Linked Pasts 

conference, which was hosted  in 

Novem ber 2022 by the ADS and the 

COST Action Saving  European 

Archaeology from  the Dig ita l Dark Age 

(SEADDA)  a t the University of York. The 

Linked Pasts sym posium  brings 

together schola rs, heritage 

professiona ls and other p ractit ioners 

with an interest in Linked Open Data  as 

app lied  to the study of the ancient and 

historica l world .

ADS Sta ff a lso presented  a t a  num ber 

of conferences across Europe. These 

inc luded the Com puter App lica tions in 

Archaeology (CAA)  Interna tiona l 

Conference in Am sterdam , Chartered  

Institute of Archaeolog ist (CIfA)  

conference in Nott ingham  and both 

the European Associa tion of 

Archaeolog ist (EAA)  conference and 

the Archives and Records Associa tion  

(ARA)  conference in Belfast. Many of 

these presenta tions are ava ilab le to 

download from  the ADS website. 

The m ap below shows the loca tions of 

events tha t the ADS has a ttended 

since 1998. A full list can be found on 

our Outreach page of the website. 

Advisory Services

List  of com m it tees and  g roups in  w h ich  the ADS has a  representa t ive:

- Archaeolog ica l Archives Forum

- CIfA Inform ation Managem ent Group

- Com m unity Standards for 3D Data  Preserva tion Forum

- Dig ita l Antiquity Board  of Directors

- DPC Bit List Council

- DPC Research and Practice subcom m ittee

- Historic  Environm ent Inform ation Resources Network /  Forum  on Inform ation 

Standards in Heritage

- MEDIN Com m unica tions Group

- MEDIN Historic  Environm ent Data  Archive Centre

- World  Data  System

Mem berships

Parish  Church of St  Peter and  St  Pau l, Checkendon, Oxfordsh ire © Oliver Creigh ton
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Tra in ing  Events
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Aeria l v iew of the World?s first  ra ilway 

roundhouse a t  Curzon Street , Birm ingham      

© High Speed 2 

Sta ff a t the ADS have delivered  a  

num ber of tra ining  events to our users 

over the last 12 m onths. In Novem ber 

and Decem ber 2022 we hosted  a  

series of part ic ipants from  across the 

UK and Europe as part of the 

ARIADNEplus Transnationa l Access 

Schem e. This Winter School, delivered  

online over four weeks, was d ivided 

into four them atic  sessions inc lud ing  

Introducing  the Archaeology Data  

Service, Data  Managem ent, Dig ita l 

Preserva tion and Qua lity Assurance & 

Data  Reuse. A second online session 

was held  for sta ff m em bers for the 

Brit ish Institute of East Africa  in 

February and March of this year. The 

tra ining  course introduced BIEA sta ff 

m em bers to current d ig ita l 

p reserva tion and da ta  m anagem ent 

best p ractices for a rchaeolog ica l da ta  

and to help  them  app ly these 

practices to BIEA collections.

In July, we visited  Canterbury Christ 

Church University to deliver a  

workshop on da ta  m anagem ent for 

researchers in the School of 

Hum anit ies. This ha lf day workshop 

provided researchers with a  

com prehensive understand ing  of da ta  

m anagem ent p ractices and how to 

app ly them  to their own research 

projects, inc lud ing  how to crea te a  

da ta  m anagem ent p lan for research 

fund ing  app lica tions. This course will 

be rolled  out to a  wider aud ience as 

part of our com m itm ent to encourage 

best p ractice in da ta  m anagem ent for 

a rchaeolog ica l researchers across the 

UK. Further deta ils on these courses will 

be com ing soon.

Aeria l v iew of Coleshill Manor, Warwickshire © High Speed 2 



Develop ing  Standards
As highlighted  in last year?s annua l 

report, the new Instructions for 

Depositors have been undergoing  

developm ent as a  key com ponent of 

the ADS website redesign. This year 

has seen the pub lic  release of these 

new Instructions, which will p rovide 

visua lly refreshed, c learer, and m ore 

stream lined inform ation for those 

wishing  to deposit da ta  with ADS.

Interna lly, cura toria l and collections 

sta ff have continued to review and 

revise ADS ingest and archiving  

procedures and to look a t im proving  

our working  practices. Regular m onthly 

m eetings have fac ilita ted  this p rocess 

and a llowed input from  our g rowing  

num ber of cura toria l sta ff. A recent 

outcom e of this p rocess has been a  

reassessm ent and change to how we 

archive and provide access to tabula r 

da ta  such as spreadsheets and 

da tabases. Behind- the- scenes work 

has looked to develop  grea ter 

standard isa tion of the app lica tions 

used by ADS sta ff to work with da ta  

and work has continued in im proving  

our approach to fixity and da ta  

integrity checking , with ADS sta ff 

sharing  our approach with colleagues 

in NERC data  centres in June 2023.

Wider developm ents focused on how 

ADS d issem inates da ta  have seen a  

recent 'sprint ' to update the underlying  

web page tem pla tes used to d isp lay 

collections and their associa ted  

m etadata . This p rocess has involved 

incorpora ting  grea ter functiona lity into 

the tem pla tes, enhancing  existing  

viewers like 3DHOP with the capab ility 

to show layered 3D m odels as well as 

add ing  elem ents such as aud io 

p layback, keyword  filtering , and 

grea ter structuring  to the standard  

'download ' pages. Add it iona lly, a  

redesigned collection m etadata  page 

utilising  the new website style will soon 

be ava ilab le a llowing  c learer and 

m ore extensive access to collection 

m etadata . Look out for these new 

pages in the com ing m onths.

In term s of externa l developm ents, the 

end of last year saw the release of the 

pub lica tion from  the 

previously- reported  collabora tion 

involving  ADS sta ff (am ongst others)  

and the University of Bristol Theatre 

Collection. The guidance docum ent on 

3D data  result ing  from  the three- day 

'book sprint ' is now ava ilab le online 

a longside a  b log  post docum enting  

the sprint itself.

The end of 2023 a lso saw ADS 

cura toria l sta ff part ic ipa te in a  second 
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SEADDA COPTR ed it- a - thon looking  a t 

docum enting  form ats and tools 

rela ting  to p rocessing  and archiving  

geospatia l da ta . Externa lly ADS 

continues to d raw on expertise 

regard ing  da ta  standards, with sta ff 

both a ttend ing  and presenting  a t a  

num ber of DPC events over the last 

twelve m onths. ADS involvem ent with 

DPC has continued to g row and, from  

the sta rt of 2023, ADS sta ff have taken 

up  posit ions both on DPC's Research 

and Practice sub- com m ittee and on 

the Bit List Council. ADS sta ff have a lso 

been involved in the focus group for a  

forthcom ing DPC guide on Dig ita l 

Preserva tion Docum enta tion ( to be 

released in Septem ber 2023) . 

Following  on from  last years? work on 

enhancing  the CMS and im p lem enting  

a  policy on ca ta loguing , this years' 

focus has been visua lising  our 

m etadata  to understand gaps and 

b iases. This has led  to the crea tion of 

an interna l tool ca lled  Collections 

Care, which provides a  Dashboard  

style view of Collections m etadata  

accord ing  to defined criteria , as well 

as a  custom ised search interface. This 

interface a llows the Cutra toria l team  

to ensure tha t a ll da ta  released m eets 

a  m inim um  standard  as defined in the 

Cata loguing  Policy. Work in 

forthcom ing years will focus on 

a llowing  ba tch- updating  of records.

Silverband Mine Brake House and  Aeria l Ropew ay , Dufton  Fell, Milburn , Cum bria  © Stantec UK 

Cura toria l Policy
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https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/help-guidance/instructions-for-depositors/
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/help-guidance/instructions-for-depositors/
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/help-guidance/instructions-for-depositors/
https://bpb-eu-w2.wpmucdn.com/blogs.bristol.ac.uk/dist/d/449/files/2022/10/UoB_Theatre_Collection_Booksprint-Starting_with_3D_Data_Final.pdf
https://bpb-eu-w2.wpmucdn.com/blogs.bristol.ac.uk/dist/d/449/files/2022/10/UoB_Theatre_Collection_Booksprint-Starting_with_3D_Data_Final.pdf
https://theatrecollection.blogs.bristol.ac.uk/tag/3d-data/
https://theatrecollection.blogs.bristol.ac.uk/tag/3d-data/
https://www.seadda.eu/?p=1842
https://www.seadda.eu/?p=1842
https://www.seadda.eu/?p=1842
https://www.dpconline.org/about/governance/sub-committees
https://www.dpconline.org/about/governance/sub-committees
https://www.dpconline.org/about/governance/sub-committees
https://www.dpconline.org/about/governance/sub-committees
https://www.dpconline.org/digipres/champion-digital-preservation/bit-list/bit-list-council
https://www.dpconline.org/digipres/champion-digital-preservation/bit-list/bit-list-council
https://www.dpconline.org/digipres/champion-digital-preservation/bit-list/bit-list-council
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Support ing  Reuse
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As an advocate for the FAIR princ ip les 

for da ta  stewardship , the ADS continues 

to exp lore the reuse of da ta  held  within 

our collections. We now host m ore than 

3000 collections and m ore than 100,000 

records through OASIS, however, the 

levels of reuse of these vast da tasets 

rem ains low. This issue of da ta  reuse is 

cha lleng ing , however, we continue to 

part ic ipa te in opportunit ies to research 

this im portant top ic , inc lud ing  this year, 

as a  key partner in the Transform ing  

Data  Reuse in Archaeology 

(TETRARCHs)  p roject (d iscussed below) . 

We a lso continue to take an active part 

in Working  Group 4: Use and Re- Use of 

Archaeolog ica l Data  within the SEADDA 

Cost Action and develop  new projects 

in the UK to m ake previously 

inaccessib le da tasets m ore FAIR. 

Moreover, we have reinvigora ted  our 

com m unica tions stra tegy to exp lore 

news ways to d issem inate knowledge 

about both new and pre- existing  

collections tha t could  be reutilised  in a  

num ber of interesting  and d ifferent 

ways.

Com m unica t ions Review
A full review of ADS com m unica tions 

channels was undertaken in January 

2023. This review exam ined a ll current 

form al interaction channels with 

externa l aud iences and focused on 

reviewing  existing  com m unica tion 

stra teg ies and m ethods, and offering  

recom m endations to support the ADS' 

p riorit ies for 2022- 2023. The 

recom m endations from  this review are 

in the process of being  im p lem ented 

inc lud ing  utilising  the new ADS website 

as a  conduit for news and events 

inform ation, reorganising  existing  

m ethods and interna l docum enta tion 

and stream lining  processes for our 

various com m unica tion m ethods. 

These m ethods inc lude the 

reinvigora tion of the ADS newsletter. 

The com m unica tion stra tegy will be 

reviewed on a  b iannua l basis to 

im prove m ethods and appea l to new 

aud iences.

"A huge well done to you and your team  for the big tidy up you?ve been 

perform ing in the background. A m onster task! The ADS grey literature library is 

a  wonderfully useful resource for the sector, so I hope the effort feels worth it"

ADS Lib ra ry  User

OASIS
Between Novem ber 2022 and January 

2023 a ll Scott ish OASIS records were 

m igra ted  over to the new system , and 

in March 2023 the last elem ents of the 

old  OASIS app lica tion  and  da tabase 

were retired . There are now over 116,000 

records within the OASIS da tabase for 

Eng land and Scotland, with an average 

of 750 new records being  added every 

m onth. There continues to be a  

considerab le num ber of reports being  

released into the ADS Lib rary, with over 

70,000 OASIS derived  reports pub lic ly 

accessib le. There has been a  renewed 

focus on prom oting  OASIS reports 

within the Lib rary, with a  new search 

interface expected  to be dep loyed la ter 

in 2023.

https://www.tetrarchs.org/
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/news-events/signup-ads-newsletter/
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/news-events/signup-ads-newsletter/
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Funded by the Collabora tion of 

Hum anit ies and Socia l Sciences in 

Europe (CHANSE)  init ia t ive over three 

years, Transform ing  da ta  rE- use in 

ARCHaeology (TEtrARCHs)  began in 

October 2022. The project is led  by 

Museum  of London Archaeology 

(MOLA)  and the ADS. Other partners 

inc lude Vilnius University, Lithuania ; 

Znanstvenoraziskova lni center 

Slovenske akadem ije znanosti in 

um etnosti, Slovenia ; Lund University, 

Sweden; the University of Antwerp  and 

Ghent University, Belg ium . 

TETRARCHs is assessing  effective form s 

of reuse, both for a rchaeolog ica l 

researchers and for wider aud iences, 

using  com pelling  narra tives based 

m ore d irectly on archaeolog ica l da ta , 

looking  a t the entire a rchaeolog ica l 

workflow, sta rt ing  with da ta  capture in 

the field . TETRARCHs is exp loring  

archaeolog ica l da ta  collection a t 

d ifferent sca les: from  whole 

landscapes, to sing le sites, to ind ividua l 

ob jects using  a irborne LiDAR, 3D 

scanning , d ig ita l field  d rawing  and 

photography. The ADS is p laying  a  

significant role in TEtrARCHs, with 

contributions across the project, and 

lead ing  the workpackage on Repository 

Experim enta tion. 

The ADS organised the kick- off m eeting  

in York in October 2022 and a  full- day 

session a t the CAA conference in 

Am sterdam  in April, 2023.  ADS sta ff 

a ttended and contributed  to the first 

CHANSE m eeting  in Estonia  in June, 

2023. ADS sta ff a lso part ic ipa ted  in the 

experim enta l fieldwork undertaken a t 

the site of the prim ary TETRARCHs case 

study; the Neolithic  site of Toum ba 

Serron in northern Greece in July, 2023.

TEt rARCHs partners in  fron t  of  King?s Manor, a t  the p roject  k ick- off m eet ing  in  Novem ber, 2022.

Research & Developm ent
Research and developm ent rem ains a t 

the core of ADS activity, and helps 

m ainta in our interna tiona l leadership  in 

d ig ita l p reserva tion and reuse through  

part ic ipa tion in both UK and 

Interna tiona l collabora tive p rojects. 

ARIADNEplus has now concluded and 

SEADDA will finish shortly. However, we 

are delighted  to have been awarded 

two new grants which will continue their 

work. Our p roposa l for SHADE was one 

of only five COST Innovators Grants to 

be funded, across a ll d isc ip lines, and 

will run for 12 m onths from  Novem ber 

2023. We are a lso delighted  to have 

been awarded European Com m ission 

fund ing  for a  new four- year p roject: 

ATRIUM (Advancing  FronTier Research In 

the Arts and hUManit ies)  in a  p roposa l 

led  by DARIAH and incorpora ting  

CLARIN, OPERAS, and the ARIADNE RI, as 

the four core key research 

e- infrastructures for the Arts and 

Hum anit ies. ATRIUM will com m ence in 

Jan 2024, with the ADS lead ing  on 

Transnationa l Access tra ining , and 

incorpora tion of a rchaeolog ica l da ta  

types.

34

Rewild ing  Prehistoric Brita in
Work has continued on the Rewild ing  

La ter Prehistoric  Brita in p roject, funded 

through the UKRI Future Leaders 

Fellowships program m e and led  by 

Anwen Cooper from  the University of 

Cam bridge and Oxford  Archaeology. 

The ADS has built   a  da tabase for the 

project team  to record  

pa laeoenvironm enta l da ta  rela ting  to 

Bronze and Iron Age com piled  from  

legacy records held  by archaeolog ica l 

units. The da tabase will be pub lic ly 

ava ilab le a t the end of the project.  

Work has a lso continued on develop ing  

a  specia list pa laeoenvironm enta l 

record ing  m odule for OASIS.

Western  side of Ham beldon Hill from  the floodp la in  of the River Stour. © Cam bridge Un iversit y  

Collect ion  of Aeria l Photography  &  Histor ic  Eng land
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https://chanse.org/
https://www.tetrarchs.org/
https://rewilding.oxfordarchaeology.com/
https://rewilding.oxfordarchaeology.com/
https://rewilding.oxfordarchaeology.com/
https://rewilding.oxfordarchaeology.com/
https://rewilding.oxfordarchaeology.com/
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We are now in the  fina l year of the 

COST Action SEADDA; a  four- year 

networking  project funded by the COST 

Associa tion. The fina l year has been 

very active, inc lud ing  organising  

na tiona l workshops in France, Rom ania , 

Turkey and Serb ia , with a  fina l workshop 

scheduled  for Norway a t the end of 

August 2023.  Our fina l p roject m eeting  

was grac iously hosted  in Brno by the 

Institute for Archaeology of the Czech 

Academ y of Sciences in June 2023. We 

were a lso ab le to add to the 26 

contributions in the specia l issue in 

Internet Archaeology Digita l Archiving 

in Archaeology: The State of Art, with 

contributions from  a  further six 

countries, expand ing  the baseline of 

inform ation about d ig ita l a rchiving  

around the world . A range of add it iona l 

pub lica tions are forthcom ing, inc lud ing  

the results of the survey work on reuse, 

a  synthesis of the State of the Art 

pub lica tions, a  docum enta tion and 

com parison of the workflows of the 

estab lished d ig ita l repositories hold ing  

archaeolog ica l da ta , and the im pact of 

the SEADDA project genera lly. SEADDA is 

now com ing to a  very posit ive end, 

further evidenced  by the successful 

app lica tion for follow- on fund ing  in the 

form  of a  COST Innovators Grant ca lled  

Sharing  Heritage and Archaeolog ica l 

Data  Effectively (SHADE) , which will 

continue the capacity build ing  work of 

SEADDA for a  further year, while 

bolstering  the new ARIADNE RI.
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SEADDA m em bers a t  the fina l 

workshop in Brno hosted  by 

the Inst itute for Archaeology 

of the Czech Academ y of 

Sciences

Project  Rad iocarbon
Funded by the AHRC, this p roject has 

been extended to continue into 2023/ 24 

so as to a llow m ore t im e for da ta  

collection across historic  collections of 

rad iocarbon da ta  from  the islands of 

Ireland and Brita in. The end of the 

project is now scheduled  for Spring  

2024, where a  new interface will be 

launched tha t will p resent the results of 

the project and a llow users to 

cross- search and download the 

rad iocarbon da tes com piled  by the 

project team . It is antic ipa ted  tha t the 

online resource will be annua lly 

updated  with m ore results as com piled  

by partners inc lud ing  Historic  Eng land 

and Historic  Environm ent Scotland.

Historic Eng land  Reference Collect ions
In Spring  2023, a  new project began in 

partnership  with Historic  Eng land to 

develop  an online da tabase to host 

historic  environm ent reference 

collections. The project will build  the 

da tabase and web app lica tion to host 

and m anage archaeolog ica l pottery 

fabric  type series in Eng land, following  

the standard  developed by Historic  

Eng land. The app lica tion will be seeded 

with an exem plar da taset, and build  in 

fea tures which enhance the Findab ility, 

Accessib ility, Interoperab ility and 

Reusab ility of the resource such as 

controlled  vocabularies developed by 

the Forum  of Inform ation Standards in 

Heritage (FISH) , and the ab ility to link 

out to open access online pub lica tions 

and fieldwork reports, as well as other 

key online resources.

Mancet ter- Hartsh ill m orta r ia  stam p d ie ( pot ter 24)  

h t tps:/ / doi.org / 10.5284/ 1079019

https://www.seadda.eu/
https://www.heritage-standards.org.uk/fish-vocabularies/
https://www.heritage-standards.org.uk/fish-vocabularies/
https://www.heritage-standards.org.uk/fish-vocabularies/
https://www.heritage-standards.org.uk/fish-vocabularies/
https://www.heritage-standards.org.uk/fish-vocabularies/
https://www.heritage-standards.org.uk/fish-vocabularies/
https://doi.org/10.5284/1079019


Unpath?d Waters is a  m ult i- institut iona l 

p roject, which a im s to p rovide online 

access to the UK?s rich m arit im e 

heritage. It  is led  by Historic  Eng land, 

and funded by the Arts and Hum anit ies 

Research Council (AHRC)  as part of the 

Towards a  Nationa l Collection (TaNC)  

program m e. The role of the ADS is to 

characterise and aggregate the 

d iverse da tasets. On 26 April 2023 we 

launched the Unpath?d Waters porta l a t 

the TaNC conference a t the Brit ish 

Museum . The porta l a llows users to, for 

the first t im e, search a  shared and 

cross- searchab le online ca ta logue of 

m arine da ta , inc lud ing  the na tiona l 

records of Eng land, Scotland, Wales, 

Northern Ireland and the Isle of Man, as 

well as m arine fieldwork reports and 

archives held  by the ADS. The porta l 

reuses the trip le store and porta l 

a rchitecture developed in ARIADNE, and 

has a llowed ADS to test our p lans for 

the com bined rep lacem ent of our 

separa te Archives and ArchSearch 

search interfaces. Work on Unpath?d 

Waters will continue in 2023- 24, add ing  

add it iona l resources, inc lud ing  the 

CITIZAN intert ida l zone da taset, and the 

archive for the wreck of the Mary Rose, 

and working  with the University of 

Southam pton to p rovide access to 

AI- enhanced m etadata  to im prove the 

search results.

.
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Top: The barque Thorne, ran aground iff Port  Jack in 

the Isle of Man in 1890 © Manx Nat iona l Heritage

Bot tom : The Unpath 'd  Waters Porta l

38

Photographs of the Newport  

Med ieva l Ship  during  excava t ion. 

© Newport  Museum s and 

Heritage Service.

https://www.nationalcollection.org.uk/
https://www.nationalcollection.org.uk/
https://www.nationalcollection.org.uk/
https://www.nationalcollection.org.uk/
https://unpathd.ads.ac.uk/
https://unpathd.ads.ac.uk/
https://unpathd.ads.ac.uk/
https://citizan.org.uk/


The ADS continues its partnership  in 

The Archaeology Aud ience Network 

(AAN) , which is funded by the Culture 

Recovery Fund from  the Departm ent 

for Dig ita l, Culture, Med ia  & Sport 

(DCMS)  and awarded by the Nationa l 

Lottery Heritage Fund. The project is 

working  to crea te a  m ore accura te 

p ic ture of the aud iences tha t pub lic  

and com m unity a rchaeology a ttracts 

and engages within Eng land and 

m ake the results freely accessib le 

online. Data  crea ted  during  the project 

by the project partners will be archived 

with the ADS following  the com pletion 

of the project.

This year the ADS has undertaken 

severa l events to support the project. 

In January 2023 we hosted  a  

workshop; ?Archives and Aud iences: 

Engag ing  Pub lic  and Com m unity 

Archaeology with the ADS?, which 

brought together AAN partners and 

other p ractit ioners who engage in 

pub lic  and com m unity a rchaeology. It  

exp lored  the resources held  and 

produced by the ADS and what they 

m ay offer both p ractit ioners and the 

aud iences tha t they engage with. In 

May and Septem ber we a lso hosted  

two workshops, in conjunction with 

colleagues from  the Council for Brit ish 

Archaeology (CBA)  and Museum  of 

London Archaeology (MOLA) , on 

?Accessing  Archaeology Online?. The 

first workshop exp lored  the aud ience's 

of pub lic  and com m unity a rchaeology 

and focused on how and why 

partic ipants currently access 

archaeolog ica l da ta , while the second 

was a  hands- on workshop looking  a t 

how to use the ADS resources. A third  

online workshop, exp loring  lessons 

learnt and future p riorit ies is 

scheduled  for October.

40

Archaeology Aud ience Network

Env ironm enta l sam pling  a t  

White Horse Stone, Ay lesford , 

Kent .© High Speed 1.

During  the financia l year 1 August 2022 

-  31 July 2023 the ADS and Internet 

Archaeology had tota l incom e of 

£1,238,075 and tota l expend iture of 

£916,673. This represents a  very strong 

financia l perform ance for the second 

year running , reflecting  further g rowth 

in a rchiving  of the d ig ita l outputs of 

com m ercia l a rchaeology, continued 

support from  AHRC, and strong 

research grant perform ance. We have 

once aga in taken the opportunity to 

increase our reserves account ba lance 

by £71,430 to £308,141. The outlook for 

2023- 24 continues to be posit ive, with 

severa l new research grants com ing on 

stream .

 

Managem ent  Services
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Financia l Review

Sta ffing
Over the last 12 m onths, we have 

welcom ed a  few new faces to the ADS 

Team . In February 2023 Adam  Fox was 

appointed  as a  Web App lica tions 

Developer to work on a  new 

genera tion of interfaces for specia l 

collections. In August 2023 we a lso 

appointed  Va leria  Carrillo Garza  and 

Marco Brunello as Dig ita l Archives 

Assistants. Richard  Paxford  a lso joins 

as a  d ig ita l a rchives assistant for the 

next six m onths as m aternity leave 

cover for Becky Hirst. We wish Becky 

and her fam ily well and look forward  to 

welcom ing her back in the new year!

In May 2023 we sa id  fa rewell to Jam ie 

Geddes, one of our Dig ita l Archives 

Assistants, who is staying  a t the 

University as a  support assistant 

working  on the Virtua l Learning  

Environm ent. Everyone a t the ADS 

wishes Jam ie in his new role and 

hopes he visits us a t Kings Manor soon.

The first  'Accessing  Archaeology Online' workshop 

held  a t  Kings Manor © Nicky Garland

ADS Annua l Report 2022- 23ADS Annua l Report 2022- 23

https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/news-events/aan_workshop_jan/
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/news-events/new-faces-ads/
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/news-events/new-faces-ads/
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/news-events/new-faces-ads/


Our new website was launched during  the 

last year. Three Virtua l Machines (VMs)  

were m igra ted  from  ubuntu 18.04 to 

ubuntu 20.04 and eleven were m igra ted  

from  ubuntu 18.04 to ubuntu 22.04. One 

new VM was a lso crea ted . We continued 

to update our servers to the la test 

versions during  the VM m igra tion process, 

e.g . tom cat and apache. Eight HTTPS 

certifica tes were renewed for our 

dom ains. During  the last year, Historic  

Milestones and Merseyside da ta  were 

re- im ported  into Archsearch and the 

Heritage Gateway web app lica tion. We 

refreshed severa l of the da ta  sets in the 

ARIADNE web app lica tion. We purchased 

two high powered Windows PCs to run 

program s tha t use a  lot of com puter 

resources during  the year. 

System s Managem ent

Office m ove and refurb ishm ent

42

One of the m ost significant changes in 

recent history occurred  over 

August- Septem ber 2022, with the ADS 

m oving  from  their old  offices into the 

King?s Manor refectory build ing . Over the 

course of the year the space has been 

reim ag ined into an open p lan office tha t 

a llows space for collabora tive working  in 

a  beautiful historic  build ing . We are 

gra teful to AHRC for financing  the 

purchase of new office equipm ent and 

ICT hardware. St  Michael's, Dodd iscom bsleigh , Devon  © Oliver Creigh ton 

h t tps:/ / doi.org / 10.5284/ 1102072
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