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Introducing the ADS

■ Accredited digital archive for UK heritage data
■ Founded in 1996
■ Based at the University of York
■ Data from UK-based projects
■ Data from Industry and Higher Education.
■ Archive over 3.5 million unique digital objects
■ …In 312 unique formats
■ For more information see our Annual Reports

https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/about/annualReports.xhtml


Introducing the ADS (people)

■ One Director (Julian Richards)
■ One Deputy Director
■ Three Managers.
■ Four application Developers.
■ Eight Curatorial + Technical staff (CaTs).
■ One Internet Archaeology Editor.
■ One Financial Administrator.
■ A cost centre, hosted by the Department 

of Archaeology at the University of York.



Rationale

Archaeology generates a lot of data!

Excavation is inherently destructive.

Historic notions of ‘Preservation by 
Record’ feed into moral and legal 
obligation to ensure data is preserved 
and accessible. Worcestershire Historic Environment and 

Archaeology Service (2011) Wellington 
Quarry.https://doi.org/10.5284/1000392



It is not possible to 
publish everything 
we record in the 
traditional manner.



Open since 1996

No preservation without re-use.

Reduce barriers to access.

Use digital to overcome traditional 
problems…

Museum of London Archaeology (2019) The 
Prittlewell princely burial: excavations at 
Priory Crescent, Southend-on-Sea, Essex 
2003.https://doi.org/10.5284/1050095



Preservation

Physical media is vulnerable

Technologies change

File formats evolve (obsolescence)

Accidents!

Bill Gates in 1994 showing a CD-ROM could 
hold more info than a stack of 330,000 
pieces of paper.



Preservation in Practice



Preservation in Practice

Step 1: Get data in: What are we collecting? e.g. Collections Policy, File Formats 
Statement

Step 2: Manage the data+metadata: What are we doing, why and how? e.g. 
Preservation Policy, Cataloguing Policy.

Step 3: Get the data out and make it findable…



Collecting: Grey 
literature
“Grey literature is any information that is 
not produced by commercial 
publishers”.

Archaeologists: everything not in a 
conventional publication…

.. which in archaeology is most projects! Wells, T. (2021). Excavations at Galloper 
Offshore Wind Farm (Onshore Works) 
Archive Research Report. Wessex 
Archaeology. 
https://doi.org/10.5284/1090262.

https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archiveDS/archiveDownload?t=arch-3135-1/dissemination/zooms/DC1227_Denisova_11.txt


Collecting: 
Traditional data
Datasets for specialist reuse - 
databases, spreadsheets.

Used to support a publication, and now 
commonplace as a form of digital 
appendix (e.g. measurements).

Fiona Brock, Thomas Higham (2018) 
Denisova 11 Human Bone Fragment 
[data-set]. York: Archaeology Data Service 
[distributor] https://doi.org/10.5284/1047219

https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archiveDS/archiveDownload?t=arch-3135-1/dissemination/zooms/DC1227_Denisova_11.txt


Preserving



Making data findable and useable

A lot of questions! For example…

What metadata standards are we using?

How do we present data?

What search technologies are we using?

What’s our Access Strategy?

What’s our Communications Strategy?



Designated Community

Professional archaeologists

Curatorial archaeologists

Local Government

National Government

Archaeological Specialists

Researchers



Designated Community

Community Groups

Schools

Creatives/Creative industries

Geologists/Historians/

Interested people!



Archaeology Data Service

Department of Archaeology

University of York

The King’s Manor

Exhibition Square

York, YO1 7EP

help@archaeologydataservice.ac.uk

www.archaeologydataservice.ac.uk

Thankyou!

tim.evans@york.ac.uk


