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OASIS overview

■ Funded by Historic England and Historic 
Environment Scotland.

■ Project recording system.
■ Feeds into regional HERs, National records, 

Research Frameworks, and Discovery and 
Excavation Scotland.

■ Reports transferred to the Library of the 
Archaeology Data Service.



OASIS overview

■ Holds details on 113,680 UK projects
■ 4,084 registered users
■ 2,125 registered organisations

In 2022, for England alone:

■ 7,856 records created; 6,886 of which were 
planning/development-led



OASIS user types

■ O1: people that enter data
■ O2: HERs or other reviewers
■ O3: Archives + Museums
■ O4: National Bodies
■ NEW!
■ O5: Specialist data users



OASIS Core

What was done

Where it was done/relates to

Who did it

What was found: Keywords and Results

Where the results can be found: reports, 
publications, archive



Keywords

Wilkins, J. (2020). Archaeological Investigations at Parcel F, Framework Plan 5, Quedgeley 
Urban Village. Worcester: Worcestershire Archaeology. https://doi.org/10.5284/1092693



Research Frameworks



Research Frameworks

Fern, C., (2022). Land on the south side of Framlingham Road, Laxfield, Suffolk. 
Post-excavation Assessment and Updated Project Design. Cotswold Archaeology. 
https://doi.org/10.5284/1102216



Archives



OASIS+

Extra metadata

Community defined!



OASIS+ Geophysics



OASIS+ Geophysics



OASIS+Burial Spaces



Other initiatives

■ Human Remains - currently reviewing what needs to be recorded.
■ Radiocarbon dating - using OASIS as a signpost to where results can be 

submitted.



Where does this stuff go?

Geophysics: https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archives/view/ehgsdb_eh_2011/

Burial Spaces: https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archives/view/debs_he_2018/

Research Frameworks: https://researchframeworks.org/

DES: custom export that formats a summary report

Or just used for better signposting from existing resources…

Or…

https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archives/view/ehgsdb_eh_2011/
https://archaeologydataservice.ac.uk/archives/view/debs_he_2018/
https://researchframeworks.org/


The OASIS API

https://docs.oasis.ac.uk/api/

Gives programmatic access to OASIS metadata (subject to your user level)

https://docs.oasis.ac.uk/api/


OASIS Specialist Data User (O5)

An interest group could have access to a subset of completed (i.e. public) records via 
the API, grab the metadata, and use it! (subject to approval by the OASIS Management 
Board)



Archaeology Data Service

Department of Archaeology

University of York

The King’s Manor

Exhibition Square

York, YO1 7EP

help@archaeologydataservice.ac.uk

www.archaeologydataservice.ac.uk

Thankyou!

tim.evans@york.ac.uk


