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■ Established in 1996

■ University of York, UK

■ CoreTrustSeal Accredited

■ 45+ terabytes of data
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■ Preservation through migration



High Speed Two Railway
■ UK’s largest linear infrastructure 

project
■ Unprecedented opportunity

Historic Environment Research and 
Delivery Strategy Objective 03:  
To develop and deliver a highly 
accessible archive and outstanding 
archival legacy that will be actively 
promoted.

Website © ADS. Website content © HS2 Ltd.



High Speed 2 Digital Archive

15+ TB of data expected at the start of 
the project

Data types: 3D data (LIDAR, Laser Scans, 
Photogrammetry, RTI, CT Scans), Video 
and Audio, Databases, Spreadsheets, 
Documents, Photographs, Geophysics, 
(Mag, Res, GPR) CAD, GIS, Scientific data, 
X Ray, etc.
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What data does the ADS hold from HS2?

ADS has data from 360 sites

■ Total size: 16.2 TB 
■ Largest site: 2.9 TB
■ Average Size: 8.7 GB (without the largest)

ADS holds geophysics and LiDAR data for all of 
Phase 1 and receives updates to the GIS map 
across all of HS2 every 6 months

February 2024
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What do these archives have in common?

■ Collection level metadata

■ Standardised metadata

■ HS2 approved report

■ A selection decision record

All archives are expected to follow ADS deposit requirements as well as data 

type specific technical specifications set out by HS2.



■ Types of archives

■ Building surveys, cemeteries, excavations

■ Photogrammetry/Videos/Databases

■ Need for special interfaces

■ Different Depositors 

■ Size of archives
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What are major differences between them?



How do we manage 
these archives?



Organise based on what’s known
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Site Overview

■ Spatial extents of each 

Phase 

■ Location of Archives

■ Further information on 

each site 

■ Lidar of the route

■ Geophysics of the route



Site Overview Details
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Site List

■ Spatial extents of each 

Phase 
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Asynchronous Archiving and Dissemination
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Managing Data

■ Interface specific to needs of 

the archive

■ Objects interconnected by 

creating relationships

■ Metadata enhanced for 

better discoverability 
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Keeping things on track

■ Dedicated team for 

dedicated tasks

■ Organise based on what is 

known and update when 

something changes

■ Make things multifunctional



Archaeology Data Service

Department of Archaeology

University of York

The King’s Manor

Exhibition Square

York, YO1 7EP

help@archaeologydataservice.ac.uk

www.archaeologydataservice.ac.uk

Thank you!


