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1.0

INTRODUCTION

As part of the compliance with the conditions of Scheduled Monuments Consent HSD 9/2/414 part62,
prior to application for conservation works on a retaining/boundary wall against the north bank of
Lincoln Castle to the rear of nos. 41-59 Westgate Rd., Lincoln, the City of Lincoln Archaeology Unit
was commissioned by The Dept. of Housing and Environmental Health, Lincoln City Council, to carry
out archaeological recording of groundworks associated with the repair of the wall on the north bank
of Lincoln Castle (Fig. 1).
Groundworks entailed the removal of material from the north side of the retaining wall to a depth of
lm., the regrading of the bank of the castle, and the repair of the existing brick and stone boundary
wall. The archaeological monitoring of these works was carried out intermittently between October
and December 1996.
The information in this document is presented with the proviso that further data may yet emerge. The
Unit, its members and employees cannot, therefore, be held responsible for any loss, delay or damage,
material or otherwise, arising out of this report. The document has been prepared in accordance with
the terms of the Unit's Articles of Association, the Code of Conduct of the Institute of Field
Archaeologists, and The Management of Archaeological Projects 2 (English Heritage, 1991).

tig. 1 - Site Location (indicated by red Imej
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Recording

TOPOGRAPHY AND GEOLOGY

The Site is located on the Jurassic Limestone Scarp, known as the Lincoln Edge, which is cut by the
river Witham at Lincoln forming the Lincoln Gap. The 1:50000 scale Geological Map for the area
(Sheet 114) shows the Site to lie in an area capped by solid geology of Lincolnshire Oolite Limestone.
Previous excavations in the vicinity have indicated that the solid geology is overlain with a glacial
brash (limestone mixed with clay and sand), probably once covered with a layer of reddish sandy clay
which, although primarily removed in the past, has been recorded within man-made features cut into
the limestone.

3.0

ARCHAEOLOGICAL

BACKGROUND

There has been no specific archaeological work carried out in this area of the castle bank. However, a
survey, under archaeological supervision, was undertaken in 1990 to study the stability of the castle
banks (Geotechnical Engineering 1990, Donel 1991). Two trial pits (TP4,TP5) were excavated to the
south-east of the site and a north-south trench (TT4) was also excavated. (Fig.2).Both the 1990 trial
pits and the trench had identified a layer of overburden to a depth of approx. one metre lying above
any possible archaeological material. Trial Trench 4 also revealed the remains of two brick walls.
The more southerly wall probably represented the extension of the present retaining wall which had
been partially removed along with various buildings in order to create the current car park. (Fig.3).
In 1995, five trial pits, primarily intended to establish ground and wall foundation conditions, were
hand excavated, to the south, (i.e. above) the bundary wall, and to the north, directly below the wall
(Fig.2).
There was no evidence in any of the these holes of any earlier activity nor of remains of the medieval
bank or ditch fill. The deposits appeared to have built up against the wall on both sides, the northern
side as garden and the southern side as a dump originating either from the castle bank or from the
properties to the north.

Fig. 2 - Location of1990 Trial Trench and 1995 Trial Trenches
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RESULTS

The material directly behind the existing wall was removed, creating a slot approx.800 mm wide cut
into the north bank. Both the deposits removed and those visible after removal consisted primarily of
dumped modern rubbish and soil (Fig.4). Finds included of modern brick, tile, crisp wrappers and
plastic bags lull of excrement. Except for the western end of the area under investigation, which
showed some evidence of building destruction, there was no indication of any earlier activity in this
area directly to the north of the existing wall.
Following the dismantling of the wall and its subsequent rebuilding, the bank was regraded by cutting
back c.300mm of material from the northern edge of the slot and allowing it to fill in on an angle
behind the wall. The material removed was similar to the deposit 211 directly behind the wall.

5.0

CONCLUSIONS

The trial work had already determined that the existing brick wall sat on either a stone foundation or
the remains of an earlier stone wall. There was no further indication as to the nature of this wall as
excavation did not uncover it any further (see Fig. 3 for historic origin).
The material removed from the bank consisted solely of modern rubbish and soil. It represented
deposition probably carried out within the last 20 years.
The possible building destruction consisted of one 4 course high brick wall and an amount of stone
and tile debris. This probably represents destruction residue from the buildings which cut into the
western side of the north bank of the castle in the 19 century (Fig.3).
Investigation into the stability of the north bank by Allott and Lomax in 1990 (Geotechnical
Engineering 1990) monitored by the CLAU (Donel 1991,1992) identified that there was at least one
metre of modern overburden over much of the bank (Fig.6). This was made up of soil, brick and stone
rubble and modern rubbish. At that time it was established that the original slope of the bank was
probably much more steep. The construction of the buildings at the bottom of the slope had already
cut into either original bank or ditch fill and removed it.
m
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Fig.4 -Representative sections (1996) - Nos 41 - 59 Westgate

127 - Orange soil, limestone
128 - l i m e s t o n e rubble
129- Dark grey soil
13(1 - Remains o f brick boundary/retaining wall
131 - Brick rubble
132 - Dark grey soil
133 - Hrick wall
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r i g . 5 -1990 Stability Survey - shows section o f North Bank with c. l m . o f overburden. Wall 130 lies
on the line o f the current boundary/retaining wall and probably was originally part of it.
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8.1

LHA NOTE DETAILS
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CLAU CODE:WAB96
FIELD OFFICERS Donel
NGR: SK9746/7196
CIVIL PARISH :Lincoln
DATE OF INTERVENTION: 10/96-12/96
TYPE OF INTERVENTION: Watching Brief
UNDERTAKEN FOR: Lincoln City Council
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ARCHIVE DETAILS

PRESENT LOCATION: City of Lincoln Archaeology Unit, Charlotte House, The Lawn, Union
Road, Lincoln, LN1 3BL.
FINAL LOCATION: The City and County Museum, Friars Lane, Lincoln.
MUSEUM ACCESSION No.: 125:96

10.0

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Donel, L 1992 Lincoln Castle: Stability Survey. Archaeological recording, CLAU archaeological
report 13, City Lincoln ArchaeolUnit, Lincoln, [LAM BIB 141 ]
Donel, L 1993 Lincoln Castle West Bank Remedial Works. Archaeological recording, CLAU
archaeological report 66, City Lincoln Archaeol Unit, Lincoln, [LAM BIB 142 ]
Donel, Lisa 1991 Lincoln Castle: Stability Investigation, in Jones, Michael J
(ed) Lincoln Archaeology 1990-1991, Annu Rep City Lincoln Archaeol Unit 3, 9-12, City Lincoln
Archaeol Unit, Lincoln, [LAM BIB 127 ]
Donel, Lisa 1995 41 -59 Westgate,Lincoln Archaeological Recording, CLAU archaeological report
211, City Lincoln Archaeol Unit
Elliot, H, & Stocker, D A 1984 Lincoln Castle: A Guide, [LAM BIB 162 ]
Geotechnical Engineering(Northern)ltd, 1990 Lincoln Castle Stability Investigation, Ground
Investigation Vol.1, SM/P/213IN, [rpt to Allott andLomax]
Straw, A, 1983 Pre-Devensian glaciation of Lincolnshire (eastern England) andadjacent areas
Quaternary Sci Rev 2, 239-260, [castle ]

7

