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1 Summary  
Draynes Bridge is a four span granite lintel bridge carrying a minor road over the River 

Fowey in southeast Cornwall. This bridge is listed at Grade II and strengthening 

proposals designed by Parsons Brinckerhoff and Cormac Solutions Ltd (on behalf of 

Cornwall Council’s Highways) prompted a programme of historic building recording both 

before and during the works. 

Although a bridge existed here in earlier centuries the present structure was built in 

1876, as commemorated by prominent date stones on each parapet. The bridge has 

spans carried on quarried granite lintels linking the abutments and cutwaters (a 

technical development of the ‘clapper bridge’ principle). This form of bridge 

construction is relatively common throughout Cornwall, although examples of multi-

span bridges on larger rivers are less frequently encountered. 

Detailed examination revealed that the bridge contains elements that pre-date 1876, 

particularly granite lintels in the easternmost span. The St Neot Tithe Map of c1840 

shows a ford running across the Fowey to the south of the present bridge site, with a 

narrow packhorse bridge or footbridge also spanning the river. An embankment running 

alongside the western approach to the present bridge appears to be a remnant of the 

earlier bridge causeway. The approaches to the ford on each side of the river are also 

still visible. 
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Fig 1 Location map 

 

 

Fig 2 OS MasterMap digital mapping 2012 
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2 Introduction 

2.1 Project background 

Draynes Bridge is a four span granite lintel bridge carrying a minor road over the River 

Fowey near the hamlet of Redgate in southeast Cornwall. This bridge lies on the 

boundary between St Neot and St Cleer parishes. The structure is listed at Grade II and 

its description says: 

Bridge over the River Fowey. Rebuilt and dated 1876. Slatestone rubble with 

granite dressings. The bridge has 4 spans with 3 piers with cutwaters on the 

upstream and downstream sides. Date stone set centrally and projecting above 

the parapet wall on the downstream side. Parapet walls about one metre high, 

with roughly hewn granite copings. The bridge is about 14 metres long and about 

4 metres wide. Draynes Bridge is similar in construction to Ashford Bridge (q.v.).  

(Source: Heritage Gateway website www.heritagegateway.org.uk) 

The bridge has a limited carrying capacity for modern traffic weights so Cornwall 

Council has proposed a programme of strengthening works. As the bridge is of historic 

significance Phil Copleston, the local Historic Environment Planning Advice Officer, 

provided a brief setting out requirements for recording the structure in advance of and 

during strengthening works (see Appendix 1). Ben Parr of Parsons Brinckerhoff, acting 

on behalf of Cormac Solutions Ltd (and Cornwall Council Highways), approached 

Historic Environment Projects to undertake the recording of the bridge. Following 

agreement of the costs, a project design/Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) was 

prepared and agreed (see Appendix 2). 

2.2 Aims 

The principal aim of the study was to provide a more detailed understanding of the 

historical development of the river crossing and the existing bridge. The objectives 

were to obtain a photographic and descriptive record of the site prior to alterations, and 

also to make observations during the course of strengthening works, and record any 

structural details temporarily revealed. 

2.3 Methods 

The work comprised a study equivalent to an English Heritage Level 2 record 

(photographic and descriptive survey; see English Heritage 2006). It comprised a desk-

based search of readily available sources, followed by site visits. Results were then 

archived, analysed and summarised in this report. 

2.3.1 Desk-based research 

In advance of site visits historical databases and archives were consulted in order to 

obtain information about the history of the site and the structures and features that 

were likely to survive. A full list of the sources consulted appears in the References 

(Section 9). 

2.3.2 Fieldwork 

Two site visits were undertaken. The first (by the author) took place on 30th October 

2012 in order to record the bridge in advance of the proposed strengthening works. The 

principal recording medium was photography, using both film-based monochrome 

photographs and colour digital images.  

The full methodology for the photography is set out in the project design (see Appendix 

2). Monochrome photographs were taken with a Pentax 35mm film camera mounted on 

a tripod. Colour photographs were taken using an Olympus digital camera having a 

resolution of ten million pixels. 
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Descriptive notes were also made, and recorded on a copy of a measured survey 

provided by Parsons Brinckerhoff. 

A second site visit was made by Colin Buck on 31st January 2013 to record the structure 

of the roadway during the initial stages of the strengthening works. After removal of 

the existing road surface the exposed bridge deck was cleaned. Further photography 

was undertaken, and a measured sketch plan was made of the bridge lintel structure. 

2.3.3 Post-fieldwork 

A professional laboratory processed the film-based photographs. Negatives and prints 

were then archived according to the requirements of the Cornwall HER. Digital 

photographs were downloaded and stored on Cornwall Council’s computer network. 

Images were processed as necessary using Adobe Photoshop Elements software, and a 

selection of these images appear in this report. 

Labels and additions were made to the measured survey as necessary, using AutoCAD 

software.  

 

3 Location and setting 
Draynes Bridge is situated in a picturesque valley on the parish boundary between St 

Cleer and St Neot parishes at NGR SX 22822 68914 (Figs 1 and 2). The bridge lies at 

approximately 180m OD and carries a minor road over the River Fowey that heads 

westwards towards Draynes hamlet, the road branching off the Redgate-Bolventor 

route.  

The bridge is located where the river flows off the higher ground of Bodmin Moor and 

into a wooded valley that contains the picturesque Golitha Falls. Not far upstream from 

the bridge the river meanders from the northwest and the bridge crosses the river 

where the valley is oriented northeast – southwest.  

This moorland area is part of the Bodmin Moor igneous granite intrusion. Over the 

centuries the valley of the River Fowey has been extensively worked for alluvial tin and 

the characteristic heaps and hollows of streamworking are visible in the woodland 

below the bridge.  

Aside from the listing of the bridge itself the beautiful landscape surrounding it carries 

several planning designations, including: 

• Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 

• Area of Great Scientific Value 

• Area of Great Historic Value (west side of bridge) 

• County Wildlife Site (NE of bridge including Bulland Downs) 

• Site of Special Scientific Interest (both banks of the river to the south of the 

bridge) 

• National Nature Reserve (west side of river south of the bridge) 

• Regionally Important Geological/Geomorphological Site (west side of river on 

the downstream side of the bridge) 

• Tree Preservation Orders (applies to the strip of woodland west of the river on 

the downstream side of the bridge) 

 

4 History 
The place-name of 'Draynesbrigge' is first recorded in 1362 (Gover 1948, ICS Index). 

John Leland described Draynes Bridge as 'of flat more stones' when he visited it in 
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c1549 (Chope 1918, 45). A bridge is shown on Gascoyne’s 1698 survey, Martyn’s map 

of 1748 (Fig 3) and the OS First Edition One Inch Survey (c1813, see Fig 4). At this 

time, the road or track east of the bridge crossed the moor by Trekieve Mill and on 

towards the Caradon area. 

The river crossing is first shown at large scale on the parish Tithe Maps c1840. The St 

Cleer Tithe Map (Fig 5) shows a bridge over the river and also shows that the principal 

road to the east of the bridge was now the road along the Fowey valley towards 

Bolventor. The St Neot Tithe Map also shows a bridge; at this time a forded crossing 

was also evident (Fig 6).  

The 1876 bridge was in existence by the time the OS surveyed the area at large scale 

(Fig 7) and little change has been recorded since that time (Figs 8 and 2). A former 

smithy recorded on the HER and located west of the bridge c1907 is still extant, the 

building now converted into a toilet block for visitors to Golitha Falls car park. 

In the 1920s Charles Henderson, the Cornish historian, recorded Draynes Bridge as a 

'clumsy structure of moorstone blocks, with four square openings. The bridge carries a 

road over the River Fowey on what is considered an ancient track running from 

Caradon towards Bodmin…’ (Henderson and Coates 1928, 71). 

 

5 Bridge description 

5.1 Pre-works site visit 

A site visit was undertaken to record details and the character of the bridge before the 

intended commencement of strengthening works.  

The bridge has an overall length (at the roadway) of 15.8m and is 5.69m wide within 

the river (measured to the tips of the cutwaters). There are four rectangular openings 

varying from 1.88m to 2.10m wide which extend up to 2.07m above the river bed. The 

spans are separated by cutwaters with triangular ends on both the upstream and 

downstream sides. The roadway is generally about 3.7m wide between the parapets 

but the parapet walls splay outwards to a maximum width of 4.9m at the ends. The 

parapet height at the centre of the bridge is 0.94m and the parapet walls are 0.57m 

wide (Figs 23 and 24). 

Construction of the abutments and cutwaters is of roughly squared granite pieces 

brought to course (semi-ashlar, see Fig 12). The parapet walls are generally of poorer 

stone, being of granite rubble construction (Figs 17 and 22). Architectural features (of 

better quality grey-white quarried granite) include the lintels, parapet coping blocks 

and three surviving parapet end posts. On both upstream and downstream sides are 

large granite wedge-shaped blocks bearing the incised date of 1876 (Fig 14). On the 

inside of the parapet on the downstream side is an incised OS bench mark (612.3 ft OD 

according to the 1880 OS map). The benchmark does not appear to have been 

disturbed as there is only very minor damage to the parapets; some stones at the east 

end of the downstream parapet appear to have slightly moved (traffic collision damage) 

and the eastern out-turned end of the upstream parapet wall has been rebuilt with grey 

quarried granite. 

The coping blocks of the parapet are only roughly dressed square (see Figs 15, 16 and 

17). These blocks retain the majority of their iron cramps, which linked the stones to 

create a stronger structure. Drill marks are very evident on the larger granite blocks 

(see Fig 17) and the sizes of the drill holes are consistent with a later 19th century 

build. There is also evidence of reused granite, as some lintel stones in the eastern 

spans have wedge marks, which would date the quarrying of the stones before c1800 

(Fig 18). 
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The original bedding mortar in the bridge is lime-based, as would be expected in a later 

19th century structure. Some 20th century repairs have been undertaken using cement-

based mortar. 

5.2 Results of watching brief 

The programme of strengthening works commenced in January 2013. The intention of 

the design was to fit orthotropic steel plates over the existing lintels, so that stresses 

created by heavier vehicles would be carried more evenly over the structure. 

A Cormac team removed the existing road surface and exposed the lintel structure 

beneath. After the debris was cleared away by the contractors the bridge was re-

examined by the archaeologists, re-photographed and a sketch plan made of the lintels 

(Figs 21, 22 and 23). No traces of earlier road surfaces were revealed, as the bridge 

deck has a very shallow fill above the lintels. A series of horizontal iron pins was 

exposed in the structure; these had been used to tie the base of the road surface to the 

parapet masonry, affording greater strength.  

  

6 Chronology 
The historic maps together with the physical examination of the bridge have helped to 

provide a useful chronology of development of the site. Draynes is clearly an ancient 

river crossing, as shown by the pre-19th century maps. A major change occurred in the 

later 19th century with the construction of the present bridge. The 1876 bridge however 

contains some pre-1800 stonework, hinting at what may have previously existed there. 

The depiction of a footbridge or narrower packhorse bridge, as shown the St Neot Tithe 

Map is clear in the local topography, as a revetted embankment parallel with the road is 

still extant on the west side of the bridge (Fig 19). The slopes of the ford are also still 

evident, particularly on the west side (Fig 11).  

 

7 Statement of significance 
Draynes Bridge was built in 1876 to replace both a narrower earlier bridge and a ford, 

probably reflecting the need to provide better vehicular access to the local farms. The 

design of the present bridge also appears to show that it was an upgrading of the pre-

existing crossing; the evidence of the wedge-marked lintels would strongly suggest the 

previous bridge was also a lintelled structure, albeit of narrower proportions. It is clear 

that a decision was made to replace the old bridge entirely, as the present structure is 

not merely a widening of the earlier one. 

Bridges of lintelled construction are relatively commonplace in Cornwall, particularly for 

bridges crossing minor streams. Many of them date to the 19th century but there are 

also earlier examples, mostly dating to the later 18th century. Some present day 

bridges represent widenings of earlier ones. The use of lintelled construction on multi-

span bridges is much less common and examples of these are usually found in the 

moorland areas. Ashford Bridge in St Cleer parish is of similar date and construction to 

Draynes Bridge and Delphy Bridge near St Breward is probably one of the best known 

multi-span lintel bridges). Draynes Bridge has seen very little alteration since it was 

constructed and there is very little evidence of damage to the parapet, confined to 

small areas of impact damage at the eastern end, where vehicles need to turn to make 

their approach. It shows that when the bridge was constructed in 1876 it was very 

much fit for purpose and has served well ever since.  
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Fig 3 Extract from Thomas Martyn’s 1748 survey 

 

Fig 4 Extract from the OS First Edition One Inch map c1813 

Note that the road or track past Trekieve Mill is not shown on later maps 
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Fig 5 Extract from St Cleer Tithe Map c1840 

 

Fig 6 Extract from St Neot Tithe Map c1840 

Note the forded crossing as well as the bridge 
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Fig 7 OS First Edition 25 Inch Map, c1880 

 

Fig 8 OS Second Edition 25 Inch Map, c1907 
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Fig 9 The approach to the bridge from the east 

 

 

Fig 10 The approach to the bridge from the west 
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Fig 11 Draynes Bridge from the south (downstream side) 

A former ford approach is visible to the left 

 

Fig 12 Draynes Bridge from the south (downstream side) 
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Fig 13 North (upstream) side of Draynes Bridge 

 

 

Fig 14 Date stone recording the renewal of Draynes Bridge in the later 19th century 
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Fig 15 Rough granite coping stones fastened with iron cramps on south parapet 

 

Fig 16 Rough-hewn granite coping stones on north parapet 
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Fig 17 Rough-hewn granite coping stones on north parapet 

Drill marks (indicating 19th century tare-and-feather splitting) are clearly evident 

 

Fig 18 The eastern span of the bridge has evidence of pre-1800s wedge splitting  
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Fig 19(a) and (b) The revetted embankment behind the ranging pole appears to be the 

surviving causeway to a former footbridge indicated on the St Neot Tithe Map (Fig 6)  
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Fig 20 An old signpost – a granite pillar with wrought iron support for a wooden sign 

(located above the riverbank on the east side of Draynes Bridge) 
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Fig 21 Draynes Bridge after removal of the road surface, January 2013 (looking E) 

The spirit level used as a scale is 6ft (1.83m) long  

 

Fig 22 Draynes Bridge after removal of the road surface, January 2013 (looking SW) 
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Fig 23 Plan of Draynes Bridge 
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Fig 24 Elevations of Draynes Bridge 
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Appendix 1 Planning Brief 
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Appendix 2 Written Scheme of Investigation 
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