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Plate 10. View of south facing section (S7) Test Pit 2   
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APPENDIX 1: OASIS REPORT FORM 

OASIS ID: preconst1-292597 

  

Project details   

Project name Mint Street Adventure Playground, Mint 
Street, Southwark: An Archaeological 
Watching Brief 

Short description 
of the project 

An archaeological watching brief on the 
mechanical removal of material from two 
trenches and two trial pits located across the 
area of the proposed redevelopment of an 
adventure playground. Extenisve late post-
medieval truncation had taken place across 
the site, and there was no evidence for the 
burial ground of the workhouse shown on 
historic maps in the vicinity of the site. 

Project dates Start: 26-07-2017 End: 09-08-2017 

Previous/future 
work 

No / No 

Any associated 
project reference 
codes 

MNS17 - Sitecode 

Type of project Recording project 

Site status Local Authority Designated Archaeological 
Area 

Current Land use Other 14 - Recreational usage 

Monument type NONE None 

Significant Finds NONE None 

Investigation type ''Watching Brief'' 

Prompt Planning condition 

Project location   

Country England 

Site location GREATER LONDON SOUTHWARK 
SOUTHWARK Mint Street Adventure 
Playground 

Postcode SE1 1QT 
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Study area 1754 Square metres 

Site coordinates TQ 532186 179796 50.940299075073 
0.181068586868 50 56 25 N 000 10 51 E 
Point 

Height OD / Depth Min: 0m Max: 0m 

Project creators   

Name of 
Organisation 

Pre-Construct Archaeology Limited 

Project brief 
originator 

London Borough of Southwark 
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available 
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bibliography 1   
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Title Mint Street Adventure Playground, Mint 
Street, London Borough of Southwark, SE1 
1QT: Archaeological Watching Brief Report 
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Date 2017 

Issuer or 
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APPENDIX 2: CONTEXT INDEX 

Cont

ext

Dimensio

ns

Dimensio

ns

Thicknes

s

No. (N-S) (E-W) /Depth

MNS17 1 1 Tr.1 1 Layer 22.00m 1.00m 0.18m

MNS17 2 1 Tr.1 1 Layer 22.00m 1.00m 1.57m

MNS17 3 1 Tr.1 1 Layer 22.00m 1.00m 0.35m

MNS17 4 2 Tr.2 2 Layer 1.60m 18.50m 0.40m

MNS17 5 2 Tr.2 2 Layer 1.60m 18.50m 0.45m

MNS17 6 2 Tr.2 3 Layer 2.62m 4.55m 1.10m

MNS17 7 2 Tr.2 3 Layer 2.62m 4.55m 1.40m

MNS17 8 2 Tr.2 3 Layer 2.62m 4.55m 0.50m

MNS17 9 2 Tr.2 3 Layer 2.62m 4.55m 0.36m

MNS17 10 1 Tr.1 W 4 Wall Unknown 0.50m 1.00m

MNS17 11 1 Tr.1 W 4 Layer Unknown 0.28m 1.20m

MNS17 12 1 Tr.1 W 4 Layer Unknown 1.20m 1.50m

MNS17 13 1 Tr.1 W 4 Layer Unknown 1.20m 0.18m

MNS17 14 1 Tr.1 E 5 Layer Unknown 1.95m 0.21m

MNS17 15 1 Tr.1 E 5 Layer Unknown 2.00m 1.30m

MNS17 16 1 Tr.1 E 5 Layer Unknown 0.56m 0.58m

MNS17 17 1 Tr.1 E 5 Wall 1.80m 1.30m 1.61m

MNS17 18 1 Tr.1 E 5 Layer Unknown 1.47m 0.35m

MNS17 19 TP1 TP1 6 Layer 2.32m 2.10m 1.58m

MNS17 20 TP1 TP1 6 Layer 2.32m 2.10m 1.62m

MNS17 21 TP2 TP2 7 Layer 1.92m 1.20m 0.20m

MNS17 22 TP2 TP2 7 Layer 1.92m 0.69m 0.75m

MNS17 23 TP2 TP2 7 Cut 1.92m 0.78m 1.92m

MNS17 24 TP2 TP2 7 Fill 1.92m 0.78m 1.92m

MNS17 25 TP2 TP2 7 Layer 1.92m 0.65m 0.45m

MNS17 26 TP2 TP2 7 Layer 1.92m 0.67m 0.74m

Site Code
Trenc

h
Plan

Sectio

n
Type

Demolition material

Demolition material

Demolition material

Demolition material

Description

Demolition material

Demolition material

Demolition material

Demolition material

Demolition material

Demolition material

Masonry

Demolition material

Demolition material

Demolition material

Demolition material

Demolition material

Demolition material

Masonry

Demolition material

Demolition material

Demolition material

Demolition material

Cut of wall

Fill of [23]

Demolition material

Demolition material  
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APPENDIX 3: MATRIX 

+ + + + [+] [+] [+]
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APPENDIX 4: FINDS REPORTS 

Assessment of animal bone recovered from excavations at Mint St Adventure Playground, 
London Borough of Southwark (MNS17) 

 

Kevin Rielly, August 2017 

 

Introduction 

The site was situated the adventure playground alongside Mint Street, bordered to the north by Lant 
Street and Southwark Bridge Road to the east. A small number of deposits provided evidence for post-
medieval activity. The finds included a few animal bones, all of which were recovered by hand. These 
were well preserved and minimally fragmented. 

Methodology 

The bone was recorded to species/taxonomic category where possible and to size class in the case of 
unidentifiable bones such as ribs, fragments of longbone shaft and the majority of vertebra fragments.  
Recording follows the established techniques whereby details of the element, species, bone portion, 
state of fusion, wear of the dentition, anatomical measurements and taphonomic including natural and 
anthropogenic modifications to the bone were registered.  

Description of the bones 

A total of 5 bones were hand recovered from 2 deposits – as shown in Table 1. The pig canine from 
(2) is clearly from an adult sow, while the cattle humerus and the cattle-size rib from (15) are both 
large, perhaps signifying bones from ‘improved’ animals (see Conclusions). 

 

Context Species Part N 

 

      

2  Pig 
Loose mandibular 
canine  1 

 

Cattle-
size Rib 1 

 

Sheep-
size Rib 1 

15 Cattle Humerus 1 

 

Cattle-
size Rib 1 

Table 1. A description of the bones where N is the number of bones 

 

Conclusions  

This collection is clearly too small to provide more than cursory information on animal usage in this 
area. The dating is rather slight, limited to a rather general post-medieval occupation period. Aspects 
of the collection from deposit (15) would suggest this deposit, at least, dates no earlier than the latter 
part of the 18th century. This is shown by the presence of large cattle; these representing examples of 
‘improved’ stock, the culmination of 18th century selective breeding programmes creating the forbears 
of the modern breeds (see Rixson 2000, 215). 

No further work is recommended. 
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CERAMIC BUILDING MATERIAL SPOT DATES, MINT STREET ADVENTURE PLAYGROUND, 
MINT STREET, LONDON BOROUGH OF SOUTHWARK, SE1 1QT (MNS17)   

 

Amparo Valcarcel 

 

Central National Grid Reference:  TQ 3221 7985 
 

BUILDING MATERIALS SPOT DATES    

 

Conte

xt 

Fabric Form Siz

e 

Date 

range of 

material 

Latest dated 

material 

Spot date Spot 

date with 

mortar 

8 3117 Victorian slate tessera 1 50 190

0 

50 1900 1800-1900 No 

mortar 

10 3034 Post Great fire frogged 

bricks 

2 1666 190

0 

1666 1900 1800-1900 1800-

1900 

17 3034 Post Great fire frogged 

bricks 

2 1666 190

0 

1666 1900 1800-1900 1800-

1900 

 

 

 

The small assemblage (5 fragments, 10.45 kg) consists of pieces of late post medieval building 
material. A small tessera made of slate from North Wales was collected from [8], and is probably 
associated to a Victorian tessellated mosaic. 

 

Four post Great fire bricks came from structures [10] and [17]; the bricks are frogged and well done, 
bonded with a hard mortar, suggesting an early 19th to early 20th century date. 

 

The value of this small assemblage reflects the late post medieval and modern development in 
Southwark. No further work recommended. 
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Clay tobacco pipe assessment (MNS17) 

 

Chris Jarrett 

 

Clay tobacco pipes were only represented in the assemblage as five stems and found in two contexts. Deposit 

[7] produced a single medium-thick stem with a medium sized bore, while context [8] produced four stems of 

either medium-thick or medium thicknesses and all have medium sized bores. The stems found in both 

contexts can only be broadly dated to the period c. 1580–1740. The material has no significance, its only 

potential is to broadly date the context it was found in and there are no recommendations for further work on 

the stems.  
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Pottery Assessment (MNS17) 

 

Chris Jarrett 

 

Introduction 

The pottery assemblage consists of 16 sherds, representing 15 estimated number of vessels (ENV) and 

weighing 756g. The pottery dates solely to the post-medieval period. The condition of the pottery is good and 

despite only sherd material being represented, the majority of the sherds could be assigned to a vessel shape. 

It is most likely that the pottery was subjected to secondary and tertiary deposition processes. The pottery was 

recovered from four contexts as small (30 sherds or less) sized groups. The ceramics were recorded in detail 

in a database format and defined using Museum of London Archaeology (2014) coding systems. It is 

discussed as an index.  

Index 

Context [2], spot date: 19th century 

 

English brown salt-glazed stoneware (ENGS), 1700-1900, 1 sherd, 1 ENV, 115g, form: black-leading bottle. 

Base sherd, externally stamped 'BL[ACKING] BO[TTLE]' 

London-area post-medieval redware (PMR), 1580-1900, 1 sherd, 1 ENV, 17g, form: jar. Rim sherd, upright 

part of an external lid-seated rim, external sooting 

London tin-glazed ware with blue- or polychrome-painted decoration and external lead glaze (Orton style D) 

(TGW D), 1630-1680, 1 sherd, 1 ENV, 19g, form: albarello. Rim sherd, rounded body, x3 blue lines on 

the shoulder, purple cable. Residual 

Westerwald stoneware with purple and blue decoration (WEST PURP), 1665-1750, 1 sherd, 1 ENV, 38g, 

form: tankard. Rim sherd, inturned, cylindrical wall with cordons at the top, a blue band , combed band, 

a band of alternating purple rectangular flowers and blue ovals above combing and a blue band. 

Residual 

Context [7], spot date: 1770–1820 

Creamware (CREA), 1740-1830, 2 sherds, 1 ENV, 22g, form: medium rounded bowl. Base sherd, foot ring 

Creamware (CREA), 1740-1830, 1 sherd, 1 ENV, 13g, form: plate. Base sherd 

London stoneware (LONS), 1670-1926, 1 sherd, 1 ENV, 6g, form: unidentified. Body sherd, a zone of red/iron 

wash 

Pearlware with under-glaze blue-painted decoration (PEAR BW), 1770-1820, 1 sherd, 1 ENV, 6g, form: 

shallow rounded bowl. Base sherd, foot ring, internal floral decoration, including a motif that looks like a 

butterfly 

Pearlware with under-glaze blue-painted decoration (PEAR BW), 1770-1820, 1 sherd, 1 ENV, 32g, form: jug. 

Vertical loop strap handle, central rounded ridge with grooves down the edges 

London-area post-medieval redware (PMR), 1580-1900, 1 sherd, 1 ENV, 79g, form: unidentified Base sherd 

London-area post-medieval redware (PMR), 1580-1900, 1 sherd, 1 ENV, 11g, form: medium rounded jar. Rim 

sherd, short collar with a narrow combed band immediately below on the shoulder 

White salt-glazed stoneware (SWSG), 1720-1780, 1 sherd, 1 ENV, 2g, form: unidentified. Body sherd 
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London tin-glazed ware with blue- or polychrome-painted decoration and external lead glaze (Orton style D) 

(TGW D), 1630–1680, 1 sherd, 1 ENV, 13g, form: charger. Rim sherd, narrow, everted, flat, x3 blue 

lines on the wall and other blue on white decoration, lead-glazed exterior. Residual 

Context [7], spot date: 1740–1830 

Creamware (CREA), 1740-1830 1 sherd, 1 ENV, 32g, form: Bowl. Rim sherd, everted, flat rim, a lathed band 

on the external carination 

Context [7], spot date: 1740–1830 

London-area post-medieval redware (PMR), 1580-1900, 1 sherd, 1 ENV, 351g, form: handled jar. Body sherd 

with a horizontal loop strap handle with thumb decorated terminals, internal glaze 

 

Significance, potential and recommendations for further work 

The pottery has little significance at a local level and consists of fragmentary material, besides pottery types 

and forms frequently recorded in the London area. The only potential of the pottery is to date the contexts it 

was recovered from. There are no recommendations for further work on the assemblage.  

 

Reference 

Museum of London Archaeology 2014, Medieval and post-medieval pottery codes, 
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