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THE ORIGINS OF NORWICH
B Y A. B.

WHITTINGHAM

Being the substance of his lecture of July 22nd.
(Plan of the City, PI. IV)
Amongst the places named by the Anglo-Saxon invaders of the later fifth century,
Whitlingham, just down the river from Norwich, probably records a primary groupsettlement. In the period of consolidation, the peninsula on which Norwich stands was
settled with four homesteads—Lakenham, Heigham, Earlham, and Needham—and a
farm, Eaton. All are still outlying hamlets except Needham in St. Stephen's parish.
Other settlements, in more stable times, were named from distinctive features: Carrow,
from the ' firm heel' of land south of the city at the confluence of the two rivers Yare and
Wensum ; Coslany, north of the river with its cremation-cemetery on the hill at Eade
Road next a Norman ' look-out post ' (barrow ?) reached by Tothill (Oak) Street, was
' Cost's long island', to distinguish it from ' Cost's island ', Costessey, farther upstream,
and may have been the thirty acres in Tokethorpe belonging to Costessey in 1086.
More important, between the two lay Conesford, ' the king's ford ', the first river-crossing
above the mouth, named from the two fords, on which many roads converge, one at
Fyebridge, Wensum Street (bridged before 1100 with five spans), the other on the south
at Trowse, here linked by Ber Street, ' hill street', along the ridge of high ground.
Conesford has a Danicized name, and may have been the Danish winter-quarters in 865,
whose name was not sufficiently well known to record. It forms an ideal landing-place
in the strip between the river on the east, and Ber Street, which being called a ' street '
is possibly the line of the protective bank.
Here the first town grew up ; but it was so well placed for Danish trade that it quickly
overflowed its narrow limits northward, and Northwic (Tombland), ' the north market ',
with a second landing-place, Quayside, became the centre of the road-system. Coins
of Aethelstan attest that by c. 930 this market was flourishing enough to give its name
to the town and justify a mint. There was also an offshoot across a stream west of
Tombland, the Westwick or Maddermarket, near further landing-places. Thorpe, a
Danish ' outlying farm', apparently on the site of the Bishop's Palace, was in the
adjoining Hundred, and before 1100 connected by Whitefriar's Bridge with the greater
part of its lands, immediately to the north and stretching eastward, across the river.
As the city absorbed the Palace, the name Thorpe became primarily attached to a hamlet
on a remoter part of the manor, the present Thorpe village. Here, in the lee of the vast
' mouse-ridden wood', Musholt (Mousehold Heath, Thorpe Wood, etc.), stood a Saxon
settlement, with its burial-ground on the hill just east of Harvey Lane. One of Canute's
thegns, Toke, who held many East Anglian manors, was responsible for another outlying
farm, Tokethorpe, north of the river. Its church, St. Clement's, stands next Fyebridge ;
but most of the parish is outside the later walls, other parishes having been carved out
of it. Sweyn's sack of the town in 1004 was followed by rapid development, which made
Norwich the third largest town in the country.
Churches spread along the main roads ; along King Street, Ber Street, St. Benedict's
and around Tombland, and north of the river along the roads converging on Fyebridge,
Magdalen Street, Fishergate and St. Botolph's Street, with a branch south, Pit Street to
St. Mary Coslany. There are still eight buildings in the city with Saxo-Norman features.
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St. John de Sepulchre, in Ber Street, has Saxon transepts with blocked double-splayed
loop windows. St. John Timberhill and St. Martin-at-Palace show long-and-short work
at the east end. St. Gregory's has a crown of round windows inside the square belfry ;
round windows lit the King Street church of St. Julian (badly damaged in the late war
by a bomb), with its round tower. The round tower of St. Mary Coslany has Post-conquest
triangular-headed belfry windows. Part of the apse of the Holy Trinity, held by 12
burgesses in 1065, remains under the east end of the Cathedral; but the masterpiece
of the group is the west wall of the Cloister, 174 feet long, with a row of originally ten
round windows lighting the upper floor. This is the remains of a building 25 feet wide
which must have been erected 1094-6, after Bishop Walkelin of Winchester had measured
out the boundaries for the Cathedral property with Ralph Flambard and Roger Bigot.
To dominate the city, the Conqueror had given the site intruding on the Saxon
market (thenceforth called ' empty' or Tomland, Tombland), where the Moot and Earl's
Palace had been, swept away 98 properties for the Castle, and on part of the Earl's
demesne land provided in the ' demaine (demesne) croft', Mancroft, a ' new market'
or Newport, for his new Norman burgh. Bishop de Losinga, in order to house his monks
until the Cathedral Priory was far enough advanced, built the former small priory of
St. Leonard on the hill to the east (over his flint and lime pits?). To link the two ' Holme
Strete ' (Bishopgate) was needed, the ' causeway ' continuing a lane from the Palace site
to the Cowholm (water-meadows). Here the far bank is so steep as to argue a new bridge,
1094-6, forming the third eleventh-century bridge in the city, all of which bridges are
likely to have been of timber construction like the plank causeway at Fyebridge. The
bishop gave to his monks what had been the manor of Lathes, ' the barns ' (Domesday
Letha), being the near part of Thorpe, which included the site of St. Paul's. The built-up
end of this, as well as the manor, became known as Pokethorpe after 1200 (a ' b a g ' or
' pocket ' thorpe : a popular Norfolk place-name), being the last Norman addition to
the city. The manor-house stood north of Barrack Street opposite the Cow Tower, and
retained the Saxon name. The rebellion of Ralph de Guader in 1074 had led to a
temporary set-back in prosperity, so that of the 1320 burgesses 480 had become ' bordars '
who were too poor to pay taxes in 1086. The new century, however, seems to have
begun a period of steady development.
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THE NORWICH EXCAVATIONS, 1948
B Y Ε. M. J OPE
Mr. J o p e c o n d u c t e d t h e e x c a v a t i o n s on t h e b o m b - d a m a g e d areas of N o r w i c h
w h i c h w e r e u n d e r t a k e n i n A u g u s t , 1948, u n d e r t h e auspices of t h e N o r f o l k a n d
Norwich Archaeological Society and the Norfolk Research Committee, and has
c o n t r i b u t e d t h e f o l l o w i n g n o t e in s u m m a r y of his l e c t u r e of J u l y 22nd on t h e m .
A f u l l a c c o u n t will a p p e a r in a f o r t h c o m i n g v o l u m e of Norfolk
Archaeology.

The main area explored lay in the west of the city near St. Benedict's Gates. Here
the medieval occupation-layers had been greatly disturbed, but there was an opportunity
for archaeological examination of the city defences. Documentary evidence indicates
that an earthen bank and ditch must have surrounded the city by the middle of the
thirteenth century; such a bank was in fact discovered, but the pottery finds suggested
a date about the mid-twelfth century for its initial construction. A flint and mortar
wall had been subsequently built along the top of the earlier bank, resting, therefore, on

origins,

castle,

and

public

and

domestic

buildings

and

a n t i q u i t i e s 75

some 3 feet of made ground. This wall had semi-circular bastions projecting from it out
over the ditch, the foundations of the one to the north of St. Benedict's Gates being
discovered and excavated. The evidence both of documents and of these excavations,
as well as the architectural style, agree in dating the construction of this wall and its
bastions to the late thirteenth-early fourteenth century. The great ditch must have held
water up to St. Benedict's Gates ; it was kept cleaned out to some extent until the
eighteenth century, and then deliberately filled in and built over, the houses bombed in
1942 being the second series on the site. The other areas excavated were less fruitful.
Near St. Stephen's Church and in Ber Street remains of medieval floors and pits were
found. At Ber Street Gate the early layers were disturbed, though here the flint wall
did not appear to have been built on an earlier bank, perhaps due in some way to the
proximity of the gate.
An archaeological survey of Norwich suggests that habitations were spread over most
of the walled area by the Norman period. Such archaeological evidence as exists suggests
that the Anglo-Danish trading town of the tenth century, Norwic, may have been in the
area between Ber Street and the Wensum in the north-east of the present walled area.
If accumulation of archaeological evidence continues, with the systematic examination
of all bomb-damaged areas before rebuilding, it should in time yield a valuable complement
to the geographically inadequate account of Norwich in the Domesday Survey of 1086,
for in archaeological evidence now lies the main hope of extending our knowledge of the
early history of Norwich, and indeed of most English towns.
THE

LATER

HISTORY

OF NORWICH AS A REGIONAL
BY

R. R.

CAPITAL

CLARKE

The limits of the occupied area of Norwich at Domesday remained adequate for the
development of the city till the eighteenth century. The varied elements in the composition of its population at the Norman Conquest—Anglo-Saxon, Danish and Norman—
gradually lost their separate identity in the ensuing century. By 1158 the first step to its
municipal independence was taken by the grant of a charter, followed by a second in 1194,
when Richard I granted the right of electing a reeve or provost. Four bailiffs were
substituted for the reeve in 1223 and other concessions followed, until in 1404 the city
became a county with a mayor and two sheriffs. Throughout the Middle Ages Norwich
was intolerant of the rival authority of the gilds, and exercised rigid control over them.
The economic progress of the city was not unhindered by civil commotion. The rivalry
of burgher and monk exploded in the riot of 1272. The peasant grievances of the countryside led to the revolt of 1381, and the enclosures of the sixteenth century to the formidable
rebellion of Rett in 1549, when for a few weeks the fate of Norwich attracted the attention
of much of Europe.
The inhabited area was defined in the twelfth century by a bank and ditch, replaced
in the late thirteenth and early fourteenth centuries by walls, towers and gateways which
with the river formed a defensive circuit of some four miles. The Boom Towers at
Carrow controlled traffic on the River Wensum, spanned by Bishop Bridge from the late
thirteenth century. Inside were concentrated some sixty churches (of which thirty-four
survive), as well as seven major monasteries and some twenty lesser ones.
The medieval wealth attested by this spate of building was stimulated by the arrival
of Flemish weavers in the fourteenth century, when Norwich was probably sixth in size
of English cities. It was further aided by the influx of refugees from the Low Countries
in the late sixteenth century, who brought their skill and the ' New Draperies '. From
then till the close of the eighteenth century the wealth of the city rested on its weaving
trade in woollens, worsteds and silk, to which the economy of the surrounding countryside
was harnessed. In the late seventeenth century it vied with Bristol for first place after
London ; but it was in the eighteenth century that it reached its greatest relative importance as a manufacturing town, market for an extensive agricultural area, seat of a
bishopric, and a cultural centre. It was then that much of its finest domestic architecture
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was erected, though still largely confined within its medieval walls until the end of the
century, when its gateways were ruthlessly demolished. The cultural status of Norwich
at the end of the eighteenth and beginning of the nineteenth century is indicated by some of
the famous names associated with it. In the realm of letters the names of Amelia Opie,
Harriet and James Martineau, and George Borrow may be noted, while art is represented
b y Crome and Cotman and their followers, science by Sir James Smith and Sir William
Hooker, and philanthropy by Elizabeth Fry. But the decline of the woollen trade had
begun and it was almost dead by the middle of the nineteenth century, despite attempts
to compete with the power-looms of the North of England. Yet as late as 1801 Norwich
was still one of the twelve largest towns in England, to remain a regional capital and
provincial centre with a distinctive character.
NORWICH

CASTLE

BY A. B. WHITTINGHAM

On the Conqueror's motte (its horseshoe bailey represented by the upper part of the
cattle market) stands the keep of Norwich Castle, which, from resemblances to Falaise,
must be one of the few due to Henry I (c. 1130). Though refaced in 1834-9 a n d gutted,
its competent design forms an important link in the development of forebuildings and
subsidiary chambers. The latter were to be placed at the four corners, each carried on
a diagonal arch, but during the progress of the works the addition of a forebuilding and
stairs on external arches produced three ' triangular ' rooms on the west and none on the
east, and there are only slight remains of all the diagonal arches. It was a royal castle
planned for a large garrison. The modern floor-level comes halfway up the storage
basement. The main floor, corresponding to the two lower tiers of arcading outside, was
at the level of the present gallery, and contained the soldiers' Hall and the knights' Chamber
south of it separated by a wall in place of the modern arcade. Each is supplied on the west
with a group of four latrines, separating the Kitchen, with fireplace in the north-west angle
blocking an abandoned stairs, Pantry, formerly with round water tank and wooden overflow
pipe, and Governor's room, with private stairs to all levels in the south-west angle. The
service stairs are in the north-east angle next the entrance doorway, whose richness can
only be seen from a room in the forebuilding, once the vestibule at the head of the
destroyed entrance stairs. At the east of the Chamber and overlooking these stairs were
the postern door, Constable's Room and Chapel (with a north aisle and the apse askew
in the south-east angle), forming part of a four-storeyed block. Below, and in charge
of the Constable, were the prisons ; above were the Guard Room and chapel triforium
supporting a Watch Room, with three windows and an escape door in the gable-end.
The two main rooms were lit by the triforium windows, connected by the wall-passage
which formed a fighting gallery all round the keep. It probably continued along the spine
wall to link marshalling platforms (over the west rooms) with the postern by stairs. The
Guard Room consequently had access in five directions. The Chamber has a fireplace
and sink, contained the well and like the Hall had a row of arches below to carry the floor.
The adaptation of the design later in Castle Rising keep supplies clues to missing parts
at Norwich. Of the buildings round the inner ward, and of the thirteenth-century curtain
wall, which replaced a wooden palisade, only the base of the gatehouse survives at the head
of the partly Norman bridge. The outer bailey ditch a hundred feet wide was seen in
1938 rather inside Harrod's suggested position. Subsequently the castle served as a prison
until 1887, after which the prison buildings were converted into a museum.
BIBLIOGRAPHY
KING: Archaeologia, iv (1786), 398-404.
WILKINS : Archaeologia, xii (1796), 152-4.
STONE : MS. notes and drawings (1830) preserved at the Castle.
WOODWARD : History and Antiquities of Norwich Castle (1847).
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GUILDHALL
F.

PLUNKETT

Occupying the site of a humble thatched Tollhouse, Norwich Guildhall was
built in 1407-13 in order that the larger self-governing powers conferred under the
Charter of 1404 might be administered the more conveniently. In 1412 prisoners first
occupied the crypts ; that to the east—a relic of the old Tollhouse with its fourteenthcentury brick groining—holding the most desperate cases. Two towers of timber and tile
construction, on the north and south sides respectively, were destroyed when the roof
of the Council Chamber collapsed in 1511. By 1534 the new Mayor's Council Chamber
was completed, and today forms the most beautiful part. Its eastern face exhibits a
particularly fine example of contemporary chequered work in flint and freestone, and has a
central panel containing a fragment of the arms of Henry VIII, flanked by two others
containing (north) the City Arms, and (south) those of the St. George's Company. Within
the Council Chamber is to be seen an open timber roof with panels and pendants, and the
seating arrangement, with linen-fold panelling, carved shields of arms and quaint poppyheads, exemplifies a Tudor Court of Justice. Many of the fragments of fifteenth and
sixteenth-century stained glass in three windows came from the adjoining Chapel of
St. Barbara, destroyed in 1625. Civic affairs were conducted here until 1938, when a
new City Hall was opened. However, Magistrates' Courts are still held in the old Common
Council Chamber, which, with the Sessions Court below (formerly the Sheriffs' Court)
contains work of the eighteenth century, notably a pillared doorway in the former, and the
Judge's seat and railings in the latter. Although the Civic Regalia are no longer housed
here, the Guildhall has a treasure in its many portraits of past Mayors, Recorders, and other
local benefactors. Amongst those adorning the Council Chamber are Sir Edward Coke
(1552-1634) ; Augustine Steward (who was largely responsible for the reconstruction of
the Guildhall in 1534 ; he was M.P. in 1547, and thrice Mayor) ; Archbishop Parker
(1504-1575) ; and full-length studies by Heins of Thomas Emerson (who presented the
Sheriffs' Chains in 1739) and Sir Benjamin Wrench, an eminent physician of the
eighteenth century.
BIBLIOGRAPHY

E . A. KENT : Norwich Guildhall : The Fabric &• Ancient Stained Glass (1928).
R. HOWLETT : ' A Fabric Roll of the Norwich Guildhall, A.D. 1410-1411 ', in Norfolk Archaeology, x v
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Β . H . C O Z E N S - H A R D Y AND E . A . K E N T :

The

Mayors

of Norwich,

1403-1835

(1938).

THE CITY REGALIA AND P L A T E
(In the City Hall)
BY

G.

LEVINE

Norwich shares with Portsmouth the distinction of possessing, outside London, the
most valuable civic plate in England, while among the regalia is one of the most celebrated
maces in this country, belonging to the city since about 1550. It is the most beautiful
article of its period in the possession of any civic body. The shaft is composed of
alternating blocks and knobs of rock crystal while the silver-gilt head, which is in the form
of a crown, is set with jewels. Two waits' collars of silver, made in 1535, consist of seven
pairs of links composed of castles and lions. Suspended from each chain is a badge bearing
the city arms.
Chief among the civic plate is the splendid embossed Reade salt, silver-gilt, of rare
cylindrical form. It was made for the city by the celebrated Norwich goldsmith Peter
Peterson in 1568. Among other pieces of Norwich make are the Peterson cup of 1574,

origins, castle,

and public and domestic buildings and antiquities

75

a flagon of 1630 and a set of three stem cups of early Charles II period. Pieces of London
make include a magnificent silver-gilt rosewater dish and ewer of 1617, a pair of embossed
silver-gilt flagons of 1618, a pair of tazza-shaped silver-gilt cups of 1561 and a flagon of
1634·
The sword of state presented in 1705 replaces a earlier one. The Toledo blade is
older than the pommel. The corporate seal was used from 1573 to 1891. The chain
and badge of gold now used by the Lord Mayor were presented in 1757 while the Deputy
Lord Mayor's chain was purchased with a bequest of £100 in 1716. The two Sheriffs'
chains, also of gold, were presented in 1739. There were two sheriffs till 1835. In
addition to the crystal mace there are two other silver gilt maces of the usual type. The
earlier was presented by Lord Henry Howard in 1671 and the other was purchased from
a donation of £100 given by Sir Robert Walpole in 1733. Besides the above, the City
possesses many interesting pieces of eighteenth century workmanship.
BIBLIOGRAPHY
JEWITT AND ST.JOHN HOPE : Corporation Plate and Insignia of Office, 1895.
E. A. JONES : Memorials of Old Norfolk, 1908, 64-70 ; Guide to the Regalia and Plate of the Corporation
of the City of Norwich, 1939.
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THE CASTLE MUSEUM
B Y R. R. CLARKE

The Norfolk and Norwich Museum opened its doors to the public in the Literary
Institute at the Haymarket in 1825. Under the presidency of Sir James Edward Smith,
F.R.S., its collections grew rapidly, and were moved to more commodious premises. The
museum remained a private society with shareholders until 1893, when its collections were
presented to Norwich Corporation and in 1894 removed to Norwich Castle, previously
used as a prison. The further expansion of the collections in the present century has led
to the establishment of three subsidiary museums—Strangers' Hall, the Bridewell Museum
of Local Industries and the St. Peter Hungate Museum of Church Art.
Archaeological material was received from the earliest days of the museum, though
it was then chiefly noted for its natural history collections and in recent years has become
celebrated for its pictures of the Norwich School of Painting. The archaeological
collections are rich in flint implements from local sites, especially of the palaeolithic
period, and contain all the material excavated from the Roman town and Saxon cemetery
at Caistor-by-Norwich. Noteworthy recent additions include the Roman cavalry helmet
from Worthing and the group of Iron Age hoards from Snettisham. There have been
published a Catalogue of Antiquities in the Norwich Castle Museum (1909), and an illustrated
Guide to the Norwich Museums (1949).
ST. PETER HUNGATE CHURCH MUSEUM
B Y MISS G. V. BARNARD

St. Peter Hungate is the only Church in England to be used for Museum purposes :
in 1933 the Ecclesiastical Commissioners transferred it to the City of Norwich for specific
use as a Museum of Ecclesiastical Art. The church itself will be briefly described below,
P· 97·
The collections, mainly local in character, include the magnificent plate of the church,
and two fifteenth-century embroidered copes of East Anglian work. Musical instruments
as used for church services form an attractive feature ; illuminated manuscripts, church
bells by fifteenth-century Norwich makers, and early church carvings, are also shown.
BIBLIOGRAPHY
E . A. KENT : The Church of St. Peter Hungate, Norwich—A
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INDUSTRIES

BARNARD

The wall of squared flints on the north side of the building, together with the beautiful
doorway on St. Andrew's Hill, are all that remain above ground of the house of William
Appleyard, the first Mayor of Norwich in 1403-4. Note should be taken of the fact that
the flints fit so closely together that no mortar is required between the joints, and that
after 550 years the wall is still perfectly upright showing no sign of bulging or cracking.
A late Georgian house with inner courtyard has been built against the flint wall, and it is
the rooms of this house and adjoining buildings which house the exhibits of local
industries. Under the buildings is the finest series of brick arched crypts in Norwich
and these crypts probably formed the undercroft (fourteenth-century) of an earlier house
than that of William Appleyard.
In the sixteenth century the buildings were used as a Bridewell or House of Correction
for Rogues and Vagabonds, whence the present name. In 1751 all the buildings with the
exception of the flint wall were destroyed by fire ; but the Bridewell was later rebuilt,
and it was not until 1828 that it ceased to be used as a prison. In 1923 the premises were
purchased and adapted for the purposes of a Museum by the late Sir Henry Holmes,
who generously presented them to the City of Norwich. H.M. the King, then H.R.H. the
Duke of York, opened the present Bridewell Museum of Local Industries in October,
1925, and as far as possible the exhibits show the past history and present progress of
Norfolk and Norwich industries. The sections include Building, Transport, Milling,
Boots and Shoes, Textiles, Agriculture and Printing.
BIBLIOGRAPHY
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THE STRANGERS' HALL
BY

A. B.

WHITTINGHAM

This house owes much to Nicholas Sotherton, a Tudor merchant who became mayor
and kept a grocer's shop on the street front. His mark occurs on the Hall roof, but when
he enlarged the west wing, the Hall still had a previous steeper roof, whose west gable
tiles survive embedded in his wall outside.
The west wing and Stable Court, however, were presumably added by Thomas Cawse,
M.P., mercer (owner before 1485-1509), whose son certainly owned their site. This had
formed a separate property from 1398 till after 1472.
The main part of the house seems due to William Barley, M.P., mercer, built in about
1450. The variety of stone doorways argues that they were originally of brick plastered
like the Parlour doorway. He turned the Hall round to face south, placing his Parlour
(still so-called) over the north end of the fourteenth-century undercroft. Over it was
the Chamber. In the east wing the Solar is at the end of the Hall, over the Buttery and
Pantry. The cellar below these continues south under the former one-storey Kitchen
which completed the plan.
The west wing was placed to correspond but has its main floor raised, to provide
a basement coach-house level with the Stable Court. This accounts for the wide arch
which carried a fireplace between the sitting room or Great Parlour and a Chamber north
of it. The stairs and the entrance from the Hall came beside the fireplace. Cawse must
have added the chimney to the older Parlour, also a bay carried on the arch in the Front
Court moulded like the coach-house arch.
Sotherton's work falls into three parts. First, urgent repairs on moving from Dove
Street, not earlier than 1525 ; a second-hand stone front doorway with the mark of his
opposite neighbour inside the door ; and the adjoining oak screen carved with Sotherton's

origins, castle,

and public and domestic buildings and antiquities

75

arms to fit the entrance of Cawse's Great Parlour. Next, probably on obtaining the
Manor of Hellesdon in 1529, he undertook practical improvements using plastered brick
quoins and oak-framed openings. He turned the Great Parlour round to face south with
the Great Chamber (Oak Room) over it. His privy next the fireplace had a movable
container below with access from the Stables. His Buttery doors rest on an alteration
which prevented the Porter having control of the beer-cellar. Chambers were added
above. He built north wings flanking the Front Court to contain guest lodgings and
Porter's Lodge on the east and on the west a Counting-House which seems to have had a
bay on each floor. Its fireplace has his mark and the same twisted leaf in the spandrels
as the Oak Room door. Finally, after acquiring wealth he embellished the Hall with the
present roof and costly stone-vaulted bay and porch. The widow's head in the latter
shows that it was not complete at his death in 1540.
Francis Cock, grocer, enlarged the Kitchen, rebuilt the shop and street front 1621-2,
and when mayor adorned the Hall with the staircase bay 1627, re-using at the top
balusters from his earlier straight flight.
Sir Joseph Paine, hosier, Colonel of the City Regiment, as mayor joined in presenting
to Charles II a gift from the city. He enlarged the Parlour, which had become the Dining
Room, rebuilding that wing in 1659, and linking it with more bedrooms towards the shop.
The Hall, thus deserted for winter meals, lost its fireplace and a stairs, both of which
restricted the width of the Parlour.
William Wicks adapted the house as Judge's Lodgings and obtained a mortgage
in 1748. Panelling converted the Great Parlour into a Drawing Room (Judge's Room)
moulded joists being ceiled in and the adjoining stairs replaced a spiral stairs.
The house was given its name by romantic visitors because of foreign tenants of the
Roman Catholics. Their chapel (1794) which supplanted back premises, has now become
the Maddermarket Theatre.
BIBLIOGRAPHY
F. R. BEECHENO : Notes on The Strangers' Hall, Norwich, 1897 (privately printed) and MS. notes (1910)
preserved at the Castle Museum : Arch. Journ., l x x x (1923), 332-3 (plan, not quite accurate).

THE STRANGERS' HALL AND ITS COLLECTIONS
BY MISS G. V. BARNARD

A Folk Museum was established at the Strangers' Hall by the late Mr. Leonard G.
Bolingbroke in the early years of the twentieth century, one of the first in this country.
Later, Mr. Bolingbroke generously gave the house and its contents to the City of Norwich,
and the Corporation has been able to acquire the remainder of the original property,
with the result that over twenty rooms are furnished according to the varying tastes
between the sixteenth and mid-nineteenth centuries.
The courtyard of this late medieval mansion is entered through the seventeenthcentury carved doorway in Charing Cross surmounted by the Lion and Unicorn. A
flight of steps leads to a groined porch which gives access to the main hall, with its open
king-post roof and richly carved beams.
The Sotherton Room has an inserted heavily-moulded oak ceiling and stone floor
strewn with sweet-smelling rush. The fireplace beam bears his arms and merchant's
mark. The Walnut Room at the top of the main staircase contains some good examples
of furniture of the William and Mary and Queen Anne periods, while the Oak Room at
the top of the west wing stairs contains valuable furniture including a large oak armoire
of the early sixteenth century. The Judge's Room is furnished in the style of about
1750, and a parlour full of Victorian furniture and ornaments adjoins. Other rooms
contain rich collections of bygones, especially of cooking utensils.
Guide to the Norwich Museums
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This is the great hall of a wealthy burgess's mansion, erected in the fourteenth century
with fifteenth-century additions. The hall lay between two courtyards of which one has
been destroyed by the modern roadway. The moulded doorways, the fine open roof with
king-post and oak door of about 1510 should be noted in the hall, together with the vaulted
buttery at the north end. Suckling House was in a ruinous condition as recently as
1918, but in 1923-25 it was restored and presented to a trust for educational purposes
by the Misses Colman. Its present name is due to the Suckling family who lived in it
during the sixteenth century.
BIBLIOGRAPHY
F . R . BEECHENO : ' T h e Sucklings H o u s e a t N o r w i c h ', in Norfolk Archaeology,
x x (1921), 158-178.
Ε . M. AND H. C. COLMAN : Suckling House and Stuart Hall (Norwich, 1926).
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P Y K E R E L L ' S HOUSE, ST. MARY'S PLAIN, COSLANY
B Y THE R E V . J. F.

WILLIAMS

This (fig. 1) is the southern part of a late fifteenth-century merchant's house, which
seems originally to have had a further extension to the north. In the centre of what
remains is a small open hall (20 feet by 16 feet) with a fine open roof of tie-beam and queenpost construction. There was a bay-window recess on either side, the moulded rear-arch
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of that on the north side being still intact, while considerable indications of that on the
south side remain. In the spandrels of these arches were four shields, now blank, but
which once bore (Kirkpatrick's Notes) the arms of Pykerell with his merchant's mark,
together with the arms of Norwich City and of the Mercers' Company. At the lower
(eastern) end of the hall is the original stud partition-wall, which still retains the framework of three doors, leading to pantry, buttery and cellar. The kitchen (now no longer
in existence) was probably further to the north, on the site now covered by a later building,
and reached from the hall by passing through a courtyard. Early in the sixteenth century
this end of the house seems to have been reconditioned. At the further west end is the
former parlour with its large fire-place having moulded brick jambs. This room seems
to have been reached by a lobby off the northern bay-window recess, in the west wall
of which, the top of a door-frame survives. Over this parlour is a large upper room
originally reached by a separate staircase. Early in the seventeenth century a floor was
inserted in the hall, and windows to light the upper part were made in the south wall.
The house was apparently at first known as Pilgrims' Hall, but it seems undoubtedly
to have been built and inhabited by Thomas Pykerell, mercer, who was three times mayor
of Norwich, in 1525, 1533 and 1538. In the nineteenth century it became a licensed
house and was known as the Rosemary Tavern. It so continued until 1931, when it
was included in a slum-clearance scheme, but being bought by the Norfolk Archaeological
Trust, its present owners, it was reconditioned and so saved from destruction. In the
1942 blitz the thatch was entirely burnt off and much damage was done to the building.
It was saved by the Ancient Monuments Division of the Ministry of Works, who prevented
demolition and did such first-aid repairs as were possible at the time, but for six
years it remained empty and in a semi-ruinous condition. It has lately again been
re-conditioned and is now one of the oldest inhabited houses in Norwich.
BIBLIOGRAPHY
Norfolk and Norwich Notes and Queries, ii, 322.
COZENS-HARDY AND KENT : The Mayors of Norwich (1938), 40.
WILLINS : Quaint Old Norwich (1884), plate x v i n .

THE ASSEMBLY

HOUSE

BY STANLEY J. WEARING

It was fortunate that in the middle of the eighteenth century a man of Thomas
Ivory's ability was exercising in Norwich his craft in building. The Assembly House
was the fourth in order of his nine known principal works. It was built in 1754 on a portion
of the ' Chappie Field House ' estate, as a place of entertainment for the city and county.
Ivory thought fit to leave the wings of the old house to the front and on either side of his
development which was simplicity itself. In plan it comprises a vestibule with small
rooms on either side, leading to a central hall treated en suite with and giving access to a
large room to right and left. The first floor comprises three good-sized rooms on the front
and galleries at the ends of the principal rooms. It is difficult to say if the present approach
to the first floor is as it was in Ivory's day. The seventeenth-century stairs are not in
keeping with the spacious handling of the rest of his work and would present difficulties
with hooped skirts. Excellent detail in panelling, the use of Corinthian and Doric
orders carried out on traditional lines and enriched plasterwork (doubtless by William
Wilkins) give dignity and comeliness to these well-proportioned compartments, which
were re-opened in 1950 as a cultural centre for the city.
BIBLIOGRAPHY
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The following domestic buildings in Norwich were excluded from the Institute's set
programme but are included here briefly for the sake of completeness. Lt.-Col. S. E.
Glendenning, D.S.O., F . S A . has assisted in the compilation of these notes.
Music House, King Street. Name dates from 1723 ; incorporates part of late
twelfth-century Norman house with vaulted undercroft. Fifteenth-century roof ; rest
of house mainly Elizabethan.
Old Barge Inn, King Street. Main body of building fourteenth-century hall, altered
to make more convenient merchant's house in fifteenth century.
Calthorpe's House, Palace Plain. Remains of late fifteenth-century house with open
hall and oriel window.
Augustine Steward's House, Tombland. Belonged to deputy mayor of this name
during Rett's Rebellion, 1549.
Bacon's House, Colegate. Fifteenth-sixteenth century.
Curat's House, The Walk. Altered from earlier building in mid-fifteenth century.
Upstairs parlour (now restaurant) through courtyard—good doorway. Ground floor
hall (through wine-merchant's shop). Both have moulded beam ceilings and multi-light
windows. Earlier cellars beneath.
Dolphin Inn, Heigham Street. Late sixteenth-century house occupied by Bishop
Hall, seventeenth century. Wrecked by enemy action, 1942, but stone front stands.
Howard House, King Street. Late seventeenth-century ' Garden House ' built by
Duke of Norfolk for entertaining in his detached pleasure grounds. Fine staircase (possibly
removed from Ducal Palace when seventeenth-century rebuilding took place).
Samson and Hercules House, Tombland. Sixteenth and late seventeenth centuries,
much altered. The house takes its present name from the two wooden figures supporting
the porch.
Earlham Hall, near city boundary on west. Seventeenth-eighteenth-century house,
once home of Gurney family and Elizabeth Fry ; now corporation property.
Churchman's House, St. Giles' Street. Early eighteenth-century : fine ceiling.

