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Summary
An historic building record and assessment was undertaken in October/November 2014 in respect of the Grade II*
Listed Old Malthouse at Wightwick Manor,Wolverhampton, West Midlands (NGR: SO 86956 98465) on behalf of the
National Trust. The malthouse forms part of a group of outbuildings associated with the Old Manor House located
immediately north of the Grade I listed Wightwick Manor, a substantial, late-Victorian house built by Theodore Mander
between 1887-8 and 1893. The Old Manor House is late medieval in origin, though the surviving fabric is substantially
th
th
th
early-17 century in date, while the Old Malthouse itself is ostensibly of late 16 /early 17 -century origin. In its
current state, the malthouse is not immediately recognisable as such, owing much of its appearance to an extensive
phase of modification undertaken coincident with the building of the new Manor House and the
refurbishment/remodelling of the adjacent stables and coach house ranges.
The malthouse is a substantial, brick-built structure occupying a simple ‘T’-shaped plan comprising a principal east
range of two-storeys, aligned north-south and a short western block with catslide roof aligned east-west, extending
from the centre/south of the west elevation. The early form of the eastern range is intriguing and may have originated
as a three-bay timber-framed range of unknown function, possibly a simple barn occupying the same footprint as the
extant range. This primary range was subsequently encased/underbuilt in brick, most probably in the early years of the
17th century, and it may well be that it first took on the function of a malthouse at this time. The 17th-century
malthouse structure was originally of three, low storeys with regular openings to the two upper storeys of the long
elevations in classic malthouse fashion. Although much of the internal plan has been lost to later phases of
modification and adaption, sufficient survives to attempt a putative reconstruction of the internal arrangements and,
by association, of the original process flow. The eastern range would have housed steep tanks, couch frames and
superimposed working floors with an upper floor for storage only, operating on a modified ‘Newark’ model. The kiln
appears to have been located within the southern part of the western block, as opposed to the more regular ‘in-line’
plan, an unusual but not entirely unknown arrangement. It is feasible that malting was undertaken at the site from as
th
th
early as the early 17 century, but the first documentary reference does not occur until the mid-19 century. It is likely
that the malthouse operated on a small-scale commercial basis until c.1860/70 when production was wound down as
malting became increasingly concentrated at larger, industrial sites.
The malthouse was radically altered in c.1890 for the Manders when the upper floor was removed to create the
present lofty first floor space, the fenestration was modified by the insertion of the extant red, Ruabon-brick windows
and a new exterior stair was appended at the south-west corner, serving a newly formed first floor schoolroom. Later
th
uses included an early 20 -century photographic dark-room, a dairy and a squash court, introduced to part of the first
floor in 1928. The building was refurbished in the later 1980s, when an internal stair was introduced for the first time;
it currently serves as an education centre and second-hand bookshop with displays of the Manders’ photographic darkroom and sleigh.
The value of Wightwick malthouse in evidential and illustrative historical terms as an early example of a simple floor
maltings is assessed as being limited, compromised by successive campaigns of modification and adaptation for postmalthouse use. In particular, the renewal of fenestration throughout and the apparent removal of an entire upper
th
floor level in the late-19 century have radically altered the outward appearance and interior arrangements of the
building to such an extent that its identification as a malthouse to a non-specialist observer would not be immediately
apparent were it not for the evidence of documentary sources. That said, in aesthetic terms, it forms part of an
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attractive group of subsidiary buildings associated with the Old Manor House and, though radically altered and
removed from its former functional context, retains much early fabric, while its later adaptations and incarnations are
not without interest. The associative historical value of the malthouse in its latter form is enhanced by its association
the Manders, a family of considerable prominence in the history of Wolverhampton.
The current study has allowed for a detailed record and assessment of the building, its construction and general
development history, to be made, so far as was possible from a non-intrusive survey, and given the current uses of the
building, in accordance with NPPF and as set out in the project WSI. In the context of any proposed reorganisation and
associated structural works, it is advised that provision be made for continued monitoring and recording of any works
having the potential to reveal evidence for former arrangements and process flow within the building so as to enhance
understanding of the form and arrangements of the early malthouse.
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1

INTRODUCTION
The current report outlines the results of a programme of historic building recording and assessment
undertaken in October - November 2014 in respect of The Old Malthouse at Wightwick Manor,
Wolverhampton, West Midlands on behalf of the National Trust.

1.1

Background to the Project

1.1.1

Wightwick Manor is a substantial, Grade I listed late-Victorian house, built by Theodore Mander to the
designs of the Liverpool architect Edward Ould in two phases between 1887-8 and 1893, and set within 17
acres of gardens, the latter largely the work of the Lancashire landscape architect Thomas ‘T.H.’ Mawson.
Wightwick is located c.4.5km east of Wolverhampton centre, as represented by St Peter’s Square, on the
eastern boundary of the city (Figure 1).

1.1.2

Immediately north-east of Mander’s house, lie the Grade II listed Old Manor House and Grade II* Malthouse,
the latter currently under consideration; the Old Manor House is late medieval in origin, though the surviving
th
th
th
fabric is substantially early-17 century in date, while the Old Malthouse is ostensibly of late 16 /early 17 century origin; both were heavily restored by Ould at the time of the construction of the new Manor House.

1.1.2

The current report has been commissioned by the Trust to research the origins and development of the Old
Malthouse, to collate previous studies pertaining to it and to record and assess the physical fabric of the
structure; it has been prepared as an internal Trust document (for general information) to inform proposed
structural works related to the internal reorganisation of the range.

1.2

Statutory Designations

1.2.1

The Old Malthouse is included on the Statutory List of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historical Interest
1
as a Grade II* listed building (LB ref. 1208976), where it is described as follows:
SO89NE

WOLVERHAMPTON

WIGHTWICK BANK
(West side)

895-1/4/182
29/07/50
Old Malt House to N of Wightwick Manor
(Formerly Listed as: WIGHTWICK BANK, Wightwick Old Manor House (including adjoining barn)
GV
II*
Former malthouse, now education centre. Late C16 or early C17; restored for Theodore Mander, late C19. Brick with red brick dressings;
tile roof. 2 storeys; 5-window range. Brick mullioned windows with cusped heads, mostly of 2 lights; signs of old window openings with
timber lintels; canopied entrance with wide-boarded door. Left return has large 5-light window with 2 transoms to 1st floor over bee
boles and entrance, with dovecote openings to left. Rear wing has return 1st floor entrance under gable with wide verges. Rear and right
return similar. INTERIOR: fruit room with panelling and shelves; darkroom with sink and sliding shutters; 1st floor has C19 fireplace and
queen post trusses. Restored as part of the setting of Wightwick Manor (q.v.). (The Buildings of England: Pevsner N: Staffordshire:
London: 1974-: P.311).
Old Malthouse: Statutory List Entry

1

http://list.english-heritage.org.uk/resultsingle.aspx?uid=1208976
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1.2.2

The Old Malthouse is included upon the Wolverhampton Historic Environment Record (HER), ref. 6495,
though it is not apparently included upon the National Trust’s internal Historic Building Sites and Monuments
Record (NT HBSMR).

1.2.3

The Old Malthouse is located within the Grade II Registered Wightwick Manor Historic Garden (EH ref.
3
1001421).

1.2.4

Wightwick Manor and the Old Malthouse are located within the Wightwick Bank Conservation Area.

1.3

Scope of the Report

1.3.1

The current study has been undertaken in accordance with a Project Brief prepared by Ms Janine Young, NT
archaeological consultant (see Appendix A). A detailed Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) was
subsequently prepared (see Appendix B) outlining the scope of works and the approach to be adopted; this
document was submitted to and approved by the Trust in advance of work.

1.3.2

The recording, research and report preparation have been undertaken in accordance with English Heritage
guidelines as published in Understanding Historic Buildings: A Guide to Good Recording Practice (EH, 2006),
the Institute for Archaeologists’ Standard and Guidance for the Archaeological Recording of Standing
Buildings or Structures (IfA, 2008), the National Trust’s Guidance Note on the Recording and Analysis of
Historic Buildings (NT, 1998) and the Association of Local Government Archaeological Officers’ Analysis and
Recording for the Conservation of Works to Historic Buildings (ALGAO, 1997).

1.3.3

Archival research and site survey were undertaken in October-November 2014. The current report has been
prepared based upon information current and available as of November 2014.

2

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

2.1

The general objective of the historic building record and assessment was to research the origin, history,
construction and development of the malthouse building and to assess its character, date and phasing with a
view to understanding its significance and potential for sensitive adaptation/ internal reorganisation.

2.2

Specific aims, as defined at section §.3 of the project brief, were as follows:

4

•
•
•

to define any particular significances of the building, either as a discrete individual structure or in its
wider context.
to bring together the findings of present and previous archaeological and historical work into an
accessible narrative and analytical report explaining the buildings history and uses.
to provide a sound, evidenced and accessible basis for future interpretation, presentation and
understanding.

3

METHODOLOGY

3.1

Documentary Research

3.1.1

A search was made of all relevant and readily available published and unpublished documentary source
material, including historic maps, early photographs, drawings, paintings and written descriptions, and
primary and secondary sources related to the site held by the National Monuments Record (NMR), by the
Wolverhampton City Archives, the National Trust’s regional office Attingham Park, together with relevant

2
3
4

http://blackcountryhistory.org/collections/getrecord/WOHER_MBL752/
http://list.english-heritage.org.uk/resultsingle.aspx?uid=1001421
http://www.wolverhampton.gov.uk/conservationareas
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archival materials retained at Wightwick itself. Standard on-line sources including The National Archives
www.a2a.org were also consulted.
3.1.2

A full list of sources is included below at section §.12.

3.2

Historic Building Record

3.2.1

The building survey comprised an examination of all safely accessible areas of the malthouse and the
preparation of drawn, photographic and written records of the same, all carried out to a level commensurate
with a ‘Level 3’ survey as defined by English Heritage in ‘Understanding Historic Buildings: A Guide to Good
Recording Practice’ (EH, 2006) as follows:
‘...an analytical record, [comprising] an introductory description followed by a systematic account of
the buildings origins, development and use. The record will include an account of the evidence on
which the analysis has been based, allowing the validity of the record to be re-examined in detail. It
will also include all drawn and photographic records that may be required to illustrate the building’s
appearance and structure to support an historical analysis.’ (EH 2006, 14).

3.2.2

The historic building record comprised three related elements; a drawn record, a photographic record and a
written account, details as follows:
Drawn Record

3.2.3

The building survey comprised an examination of all safely accessible areas of the building and the
preparation of plans, sections and principal exterior elevations sufficient to illustrate its dimensions, features
(including phase breaks, blocked features, former doorways etc.) and construction, phasing and development
so far as practicable from a non-intrusive survey. Site drawings were prepared at an appropriate scale
(mainly 1:50) in pencil on archivally stable drafting film, measurements being obtained by a combination of
taped measurement and hand-held laser (disto). A register of project drawings is included below as
Appendix C.
Photographic Record

3.2.4

To complement the drawn survey, a photographic record was made comprising high resolution digital
photography using a Nikon D3000 DSLR camera (10MP). The survey extended to include general and detailed
shots, contextual views of the building within its wider landscape, accessible external elevations, general and
detail views of principal interior rooms and circulation spaces, together with visible structural and decorative
details (both external and internal). Where practically feasible, photographs included graded photographic
scales. A register of site photographs was maintained recording subject, orientation, date and photographer;
a register of site photographs is included below as Appendix D.
Written Record

3.2.5

A written record was maintained in the form both of annotations to site drawings and as free text to
accompany the drawn and photographic records, which together form the basis for the building description
included below. This extended to cover a summary of the building’s form and type, its function (historically
and at present), materials of construction, date and sequence of development so far as practicable from a
non-intrusive survey.

RIC TYLER
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4

PHYSICAL AND HISTORICAL CONTEXT

4.1

Physical and Geological Context

4.1.1

The dominant geological feature of the Tettenhall area is a distinct sandstone escarpment or ridge, aligned
south-west/north-east and extending from Perton to Aldersley, below which the ground drops steeply away
to the south-east to the Smestow Brook. The ridge forms a watershed between the Smestow, which flows
south towards the Stour and the Severn, and the headwaters of the Penk which flows northwards towards
the Trent. The escarpment stands to c.137m AOD at Tettenhall village, rising to a maximum of 152m at
Tettenhall Wood before gradually declining to the south, the Smestow Brook being at an elevation of c.105m
AOD.

4.1.2

Wightwick Manor occupies an elevated site upon Wightwick Bank, which forms the southern slope of the
escarpment, overlooking the A454 Bridgnorth Road, Brindley’s Staffordshire and Worcestershire canal of
1772, and the Smestow Brook.

4.2

General Historical Context

4.2.1

Wightwick is recorded in Domesday Book, where it appears as ‘Wisteuuic’, at which time it formed a part of
5
the King’s manor of Tettenhall Regis. The place-name Wightwick possibly stems from the OE personal name
‘Wihta’ combined with the OE suffix ‘wic’ meaning village; the second element may alternatively stem from
‘wiht’ meaning a bend or curve in the local brook, a small tributary of the Smestow. It has been rendered
th
historically as Wyttewik (1290) Wystewyk (C13 ), Whistwyke (1300), Whitewyke (1307) and Wightwyk in
1539 (Horovitz 2005, 576).

4.2.2

Wightwick formed the core of a small estate owned, from at least the 13 century, by a family taking its
th
name from the ancient estate. During the 15 century the Wightwicks prospered, first as farmers and millers
and later as lawyers, churchmen and scholars; the most famous member of the Wightwick family, the
Reverend Richard Wightwick of East Isley in Berkshire, being renowned as the co-founder, with Thomas
Tesdale of Abingdon, of Oxford’s Pembroke College in 1624 (Milln 1993, 10; Ponder 2008, 28). Frances
Wightwick was the last of that name to occupy the estate down to his death in 1659, after which it was
leased to relations (Cockin 2000, 584).

4.2.3

Wightwick Hall (the Old Manor House) together with 98 acres of land was sold in 1815 to P.T. and Josiah
Hinckes of Tettenhall Wood (Greenslade, Johnson and Tringham 1988, 18) and subsequently let out for use
as a farm to the Moore family; the apportionment accompanying the tithe map of 1840 describes a ‘house,
buildings, folds etc.’ owned by a Miss Hincks and occupied by James Moore (see §.5.2, Table 1 below).

4.3

The Manders

4.3.1

Wightwick was sold again in 1887 to Theodore Mander of the prominent Wolverhampton varnish and paint
manufacturing family, who engaged the services of the Liverpool firm of Grayson and Ould to build the new
Manor House to the south-west of the Old Manor House (thereafter known as ‘Wightwick Lodge’). The new
house was built in two principal phases, the west wing in 1887-8 and the east wing in 1893, to the designs of
Edward Augustus Lyle Ould in the popular ‘Old English’ style combining picturesque timber-framing, stone
and red brick and tile-hanging. The house is described in detail in the National Trust property guide book
6
(Ponder 1993) and in two articles by John Cornforth published in Country Life in May and June, 1963.

4.3.2

Theodore Mander died in 1900 and his wife Flora in 1905, after which the house passed to their eldest son,
Geoffrey. Geoffrey Mander took the decision in 1920 to sell Wightwick by auction and to purchase a smaller

5

Tettenhall first appears in the historical record in the year 910AD when it is recorded as the site of a battle between Anglo-Saxon and
Danish forces (see Horovitz, 2010), although some sources cite Wednesbury as the site of this encounter. The ancient parish comprised
two parts, Tettenhall Regis held by the King and Tettenhall Clericorum held by the College of Tettenhall, with the Dean as Lord of the
Manor (see Greenslade, Johnson and Tringham, 1988).
WALS LS/0160.
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house in Staffordshire; the sale particulars (see §.6.3) described Wightwick as ‘one of the most unique halftimbered houses in England, a remarkable combination of medieval atmosphere and modern convenience’.
However, although most of the estate lands and buildings were disposed of, the Manor itself and its
immediate outbuildings (Lot 1; see Figure 10) failed to sell and for a period it was let (Ponder 1993, 32).
Following his election to Parliament in 1929, Mander spent an increasing amount of time at his family’s
London home in Westminster and the future of Wightwick was brought into question. A keen supporter of
the National Trust, he followed the suggestion of Professor W.G. Constable, Director of the Courtauld
Institute, and donated the house to the Trust in 1937, the first house to be given over absolutely within the
lifetime of its owner. The family retained part of the house as a family home, Mander dying there in 1962
while his second wife Rosalie Glynn Grylls, Lady Mander, continued to live there until her own death in 1988.
4.4

The Old Manor

4.4.1

The Old Manor at Wightwick (also known historically as ‘Wightwick Hall’ and ‘Wightwick Lodge’) dates to the
th
th
late 16 or early 17 century, built in two principal phases probably by Frances Wightwick (d.1616) and his
son Alexander (b.1587, d.1659) and re-using, at least in part, an earlier timber hall on the same site (Milln
1993, 11; fig.2). The house reached its maximum extent in c.1650 when it would have comprised a central
hall range flanked by two transverse cross-wings housing chambers (south) and parlour/kitchen (north)
(ibid.).

4.4.2

The present building is a two-storey block built on an L-shaped plan representing the northern part of the
former hall range (with projecting porch to the east) and the northern parlour/kitchen cross-wing, garderobe
tower and wash house. The house was restored in the late 1880s by Theodore Mander for use as staff
accommodation to which period belong the exterior cement render and the Ruabon red-brick windows and
dressings. The Old Manor was tenanted until 1974 at which time Wolverhampton Council deemed it unfit for
habitation; a suggestion that the house, described as being of ‘no particular merit’ and dismissed as ‘a rotten
house in a rotten position’, be demolished to make way for a new visitor car park was thankfully not
7
8
pursued, and from 1975 the building was let to a Mrs. Mullett for use as a pottery studio. The building was
again restored by the Trust in 1993-4 (Ponder 1993, 40) to provide accommodation for a
housekeeper/caretaker, partly funded by European Community money under the auspices of the European
Regional Development Fund (ERDF); it presently serves to accommodate a National Trust shop and staff
accommodation.

4.4.3

The structure and development of the Old Manor House were investigated coincident with the 1990s
restoration and have been reported elsewhere (see Milln, 1993).

4.5

The Old Malthouse

4.5.1

The Old Malthouse is a heavily-modified, brick-built range located immediately south-west of the Old Manor
th
th
(see Figure 2); it would appear to have originated in the 16 -/early 17 century as an agricultural
th
outbuilding, having achieved its current plan form by the mid-late 18 century at the latest (see Figure 3).
The building has been historically referred to as both a ‘malthouse’ (eg. Statutory List Entry, above) and more
simply as a ‘barn’ (eg. NT 1937 guidebook; Pevsner 1974, 311). The former designation derives from its use
th
as a traditional ‘floor maltings’ (see §.8.1-2), conceivably from as early as the 17 century though firmly
th
documented only from the mid-19 century when it was worked by two generations of the Moore family,
tenant farmers under the ownership of the Hincks family of Tettenhall, based at the Wightwick Hall / Old
Manor House and recorded in historical census returns (see §.6.1 below).

7

Memo. dated 19th April 1974 from G Noel, NT land agent, to Merlin Waterson and subsequent correspondence; Attingham Archive,
Wightwick general correspondence file, Jan. 1972-Dec. 1976.
Correpondence files, Attingham Archives. Original negotiations with the Wolverhampton College of Adult Education had been
unsuccessful.
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Mander Refurbishment and Later Uses
4.5.2

The malthouse was comprehensively refurbished by the Manders, together with the Old Manor House and
adjacent stables/coach house ranges, upon their acquisition of the estate in 1887. No records of work on the
malthouse survive though it is apparent that, amongst other modifications, the current red-brick mullioned
windows (brickwork by J.C. Edwards of Ruabon, Denbighshire) were inserted and an external stair introduced
9
th
to the south-west angle. In the later years of the 19 century (c.1894-1900), the upper part of the building
was used as a schoolhouse set up on the Fröbel system by Theodore Mander, there being no kindergarten
provision in Wolverhampton at that time, for the use by his own children and those of his friends and
relatives in the neighbourhood. A hand-written school ‘journal’ dating to 1894-5 survives within the archives
at Wightwick, and though this is of no import in tracing the history of the building, it does include a single
watercolour sketch of ‘schoolroom steps’ by ‘Red and Blue’ (Figure 8), the first dated view of this feature.
The school was short-lived however and following Theodore’s premature death in 1900, his wife Flora went
abroad for a period, finally returning in May 1901, and during this period the house was shut up. The lower
level of the building was converted (prior to 1921; see §.6.3.1), partly to a photographic dark room (south)
with a dairy introduced to the north and storerooms.

4.5.3

Geoffrey Mander’s ‘garden notebook’ of October 1928 records the conversion of part of the upper school
room into a squash court; this remained in use until 1982 (Ponder 1993, 40) and the partition wall and
associated window shutters survive to this day. The building was refurbished in the later 1980s, when an
th
11
internal stair was introduced for the first time (see §.6.5 below) and re-opened on 6 April 1990; it
currently serves as an education centre (first floor) and second-hand bookshop (apple store) with displays of
the Manders’ photographic dark-room and sleigh (restored 1993).

5

GRAPHIC SOURCES

5.1

Early Maps

5.1.1

Early county maps (Saxton, 1557; Speed, 1610; Blaeu, 1648; Stent, 1665; Morden, 1695 and Morden, 1749)
are of too large a scale to be of any tangible use in tracing the detailed development of the area although
Yates’s map of Staffordshire of 1775 (not illustrated) clearly shows settlements at Wightwick, Tettenhall,
Compton and at Perton. Development at Wightwick comprised a series of buildings along the western side
of Wightwick Bank, including the Old Manor with its associated, detached outbuildings to the west, and along
the northern side of the Bridgnorth Road; Wightwick Mill on the Smestow is clearly visible as are two
windmills to the south, one of which survives today, converted to residential use.

5.1.2

The first map to show the area in any degree of detail is a plan of 1762 delineating the ‘Several Farms,
Tenements and Lands belonging to John Wightwick Esq, lying principally at Wightwick in the Parish of
12
Tetenhall (sic.) and Penn and County of Stafford’ (Figure 3). The Old Manor House is clearly identifiable to
the west side of Wightwick Bank; although the depiction of buildings is somewhat schematic, it would appear
that the former hall range facing east clearly extended further to the south at that date, indicating the
survival of a second wing balancing the surviving transverse service range to the north, while a short wing is
suggested to the west end of the latter, projecting northwards.

5.1.3

The malthouse is clearly shown to the west of the manor house with the early core of the extant
13
stables/coach house ranges to the north-west, defining two sides of an enclosed yard area. The malthouse
occupied, essentially, its modern footprint with a principal range aligned north-south and a short adjunct
projecting from the centre of the west elevation (though lacking the external stair to the south-west angle).

9

The Building News of May 24th 1889 reported that ‘..the old farmhouse has been restored for a gardener’s house and the old ‘malthouse’ has been converted into a recreation room’.
Scanned copy viewed at Wightwick Manor.
Source: commemorative plaque on stairwell wall.
WALS MAP/273.
See Tyler 2011 for discussion of the development of the stables and coach house ranges.

10
11
12
13

10

RIC TYLER

MIfA PGCert. Arch. Hist. (Oxf.)

8

PN: 2014-014

The Old Malthouse, Wightwick Manor, Wolverhampton, West Midlands
Historic Building Record and Assessment

A substantial, rectangular range, aligned parallel to Wightwick Bank (of which no trace survives today), is
shown to have extended to the south while the complex of buildings was enclosed to the south and west by
extensive orchard planting.
5.1.4

The schedule accompanying the map lists the numbered plots in the vicinity of the manor as follows:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

House, garden, folds, barns and ...(illegible)
Harry’s Croft
Orchard
Jackamoor
Great Meadow

5.2

The Tithe Survey

5.2.1

The map accompanying the tithe survey of 1840 (Figure 4) illustrates a similar arrangement to the 1762
map; the Old Manor House and adjacent malthouse are clearly visible with the stables and coach house
ranges to the north-west. The house, plot 256, is described in the accompanying schedule as ‘house,
buildings, folds etc.’ in the ownership of one Miss Hincks and occupied by James Moore (see Table 1, below,
and section §.6.1), the surrounding lands under mixed cultivation.

14

No.
255
256
257
258
259
260
261

Owner
Miss Hincks
Miss Hincks
Miss Hincks
Miss Hincks
James Moore
William Smith
William Smith

262
263
264
267
268

Mary Simkiss
Mary Simkiss
Miss Hincks
Miss Hincks
Miss Hincks

Occupier
James Moore
James Moore
James Moore
James Moore
Joseph Carter
Chapman
John
Reynolds
William Smith
Samuel Allen
Edward Griffiths
James Moore
Benjamin Sprowson
William Smith

/

Description
House Piece or Hall Croft
House, Buildings, Fold & c.
Harry Croft
Little Croft
House and Garden
House and Garden
Public House and Garden

State of Cultivation
Arable
Homeage
Pasture
Pasture
-------

House and Garden
House and Garden
Sackey Moore
Lower Meadow
Lower Meadow

----Meadow
Meadow

Table 1:
Relevant extracts from schedule accompanying Wightwick tithe map of 1840.

5.2.2

The arrangements of the manor house mirror those of the 1762 map, suggesting the continuing survival of a
15
southern parlour wing and short wing to the north of the service wing. The ‘malthouse’, stables and coach
house ranges are all clearly identifiable, as is the long range of the earlier map, surviving to the south-east.
The malthouse range is again shown to have occupied a footprint much as survives today, with the exception
of the external stair.

5.3

Other 19 -Century Maps

5.3.1

A single plan of Wightwick, undated though apparently also of the mid-19 century (Figure 5), while
somewhat schematic, is of considerable interest. The arrangements of Wightwick Manor are much as
17
depicted on the tithe map of 1840, though significantly, the undated plan also shows a short, western
extension to the western block of the malthouse, a feature subsequently lost and absent by the time of the
first edition Ordnance Survey map (see below) though clearly evidenced within the fabric of the extant
building (see §.7.2.8; Plate 23). This is the only graphic depiction of the feature and it is unfortunate that it is

14

WALS MAP/242
Although Milln (1993, 14) suggests a date of c.1800 for the demolition of this feature and the introduction of a two-room range in the
south-west angle.
‘Land at Wightwick, showing the Staffordshire & Worcestershire Canal and the New House’; WALS ref. MAP/124.
Possibly half as wide as the extant western block, c.6ft.
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not dated; it must post-date 1772, however, as it shows the Staffordshire and Worcestershire Canal, while
18
the correspondence of land ownership with that recorded by the tithe map and apportionment of 1840
suggests that it must be broadly contemporary with the latter.
5.4

Historical Ordnance Survey Mapping

5.4.1

The first edition Ordnance Survey County Series map in 1887 (Figure 6a) illustrates the estate immediately
prior to Theodore Mander’s involvement at the site and the erection of Ould’s new manor house (Phase I,
1887-8) with the core buildings of old manor house, malthouse and stables/coach house all clearly
delineated and recognisable. A small building is shown a short distance to the west of the malthouse, of
which no trace survives today. The old manor itself (labelled ‘Manor House’) had established its current
footprint by this date, the southern parlour wing having been demolished and the hall range truncated, while
the short northern projection evident of earlier maps had also been removed. The long south-eastern range
flanking Wightwick Bank is also absent by the time of this map.

5.4.2

The first revision Ordnance Survey map of 1903 (Figure 6b) illustrates the site after the second phase of
building related to Ould’s New Manor House. Alterations are evident within the coach-house and stables
ranges (shortened to south and extended to east respectively) while the small structure due west of the
malthouse, evident on the 1887 map, had been removed to allow for the creation of an access driveway
leading from Wightwick Bank around the north side of the Old Manor to an entrance courtyard at the northwest angle of the new house. The Old Manor House shows no significant modification while the malthouse
itself remained essentially unchanged with the exception of the introduction of an external stair to the southwest angle, presumably part of the modernisations to create a schoolroom within the upper part of the
range (pre-1894; see §.4.5.2, Figure 8).

5.4.3

Later editions of 1919 and 1938 (Figure 6c/d) illustrate no significant changes to the malthouse, nor indeed
to any of the other, immediate estate buildings.

5.5

Historical Views and Photographs
th

19 Century Views
5.5.1

A partial view of the east elevation of the malthouse was included within in J.P. Jones’ A History of the Parish
of Tettenhall in 1894 (Figure 7). Presumably made at around the time of completion of Ould’s remodelling,
the view shows and malthouse without the Ruabon brick-mullioned windows, with three-light casements
shown to both ground and first floor levels. The illustrated arrangements are difficult to resolve with the
evidence of the extant fabric and the veracity of the drawing is thus debatable and no firm conclusions can
be drawn.

5.5.2

As noted above, a watercolour sketch within a school journal of 1894-5 depicts the school steps at the southwest angle of the malthouse block (Figure 8), providing a terminus ante quem for the introduction of this
feature.
Early Photographs

5.5.3

A limited number of early photographs survive (Figure 9), though all post-date the Ould remodelling and are
of no tangible use in tracing the developments of the building.
th

Later 20 -century Photographs
5.5.4

A series of photographs within the photographic archive at Attingham Park illustrate the condition of the
malthouse prior to its 1980s refurbishment. These are of only limited use in identifying significant change,

18

eg. Mary Simpkiss at the Mermaid, plot 262/3 of the tithe plan; see Table 1 above.
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though one photograph (ref. WIG/1033) does show room [G4] without connecting door [d6] through to [G6]
within the western block.

6

OTHER HISTORICAL SOURCES

6.1

Historical Census Returns

6.1.1

The 1841 census return for Tettenhall parish confirms and expands upon the detail presented by the tithe
survey. The property is listed under the name ‘Wightwick Hall’ and James Moore, recorded as aged 50 years,
is listed as the head of the household, described as a ‘farmer and maltster’. He was in residence with his wife
Mary (aged 47), five children and four servants. By 1851, however, James would appear to have died and his
wife Mary is listed as head of the household, a farmer of 200 acres and employer of 7 labourers. The
household comprised four children and three servants (two household, one farm) and, significantly, her son
Edward, aged 30, who continued to be listed as a maltster. The 1861 census records a similar picture with
Mary as head, a farmer of 200 acres employing five men and 3 boys, with four 4 children and four servants;
Edward, then aged 40, is again listed as a maltster while 28 year-old Alfred is listed as a coal merchant. By
1871, the farm had reduced in size to 150 acres and Mary, then aged 77, employed three labourers and two
boys; she lived with her two unmarried daughters, Mary and Helen, and three general servants though
neither Edward or Alfred are listed at this date. By 1881, the building was being referred to as the ‘Manor
House’, to distinguish it from the new Wightwick Hall, built by the local steel magnate Alfred Hickman on
nearby Tinacre Hill (now a school). Mary had apparently died and her eldest, unmarried daughter, also Mary
then aged 63, is listed as head; she continued to farm the land, reduced to only 34 acres by this date,
employing 2 labourers; she was in residence with her sister Ellen (Helen), also unmarried, and two servants.

6.1.2

By 1891, Wightwick Manor had been purchased by the Manders and the new Manor House (Phase I) had
been completed, and the old manor house becomes increasingly difficult to identify. The 1891 census return
lists ‘Wightwick; The Lodge’ with one Charles H. Parsons, aged 52, a merchant’s clerk, in residence together
with his wife Harriet, and their three children, while in 1901, ‘Manor House Farm’ is recorded, occupied by
one Emma B. Pring, 63, a lady’s housekeeper, Mildred E. Fielding, a governess, and Margaret Hennessey, a
cook/domestic servant. This would correlate with the Manders refurbishing the properties for use by staff,
though identification is tentative.

6.2

Historical Trade Directories

6.2.1

Historical trade directories are of only limited use in adding detail to the historical occupancy of Old Manor
House as traced from other sources. James Moore is first listed at Wightwick in White’s Directory of 1834,
first simply as a farmer. By 1850 it is his wife Mary who is listed (Kelly’s Directory), again simply as a farmer
and it is not until the 1855 Wolverhampton Directory that her son, Edward, is listed as a maltster. Edward is
again listed as a maltster in the Post Office Directory of 1860, though by 1861 only his mother Mary is
included, once more simply as a farmer. No record of the Moores is included in the later directories
reviewed as part of the current project.

6.3

Sales Particulars

6.3.1

As noted above, the estate at Wightwick was put up for sale by auction in 35 lots in March 1921 and while
much of the lands were sold, the manor itself with outbuildings and gardens (‘Lot 1’; Figure 10) failed to
secure a buyer. Contemporary sales particulars describe the Old Manor House (including the malthouse
range, underlined) as follows:

19

20

‘… situate fronting to Wightwick Bank, and containing LOUNGE HALL with old oak door, beams, panelling and
fireplace, 2 SITTING ROOMS, large kitchen, Scullery with sink and tap water, Larder, Cellar, 5 Bed and
19
20

Accessed via www.ancestry.co.uk.
Wolverhampton Archives.
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Dressing Rooms, Bath Room with WC and 3 Attics. Outside are large Dairy, Photographic Dark Room and
Store Room with a LARGE ROOM over 49ft 8in. x 16ft with lobby and separate entrance.’
21

6.4

Historical Surveys

6.4.1

A survey of Wightwick Manor dated 1963 by Alwyne Daborn & Son of Shrewsbury refers to the ‘Squash Court
Building’ and a ‘ground floor coal house’.

6.4.2

A report of 1983 by J.F. Bucknall of the John Osbourne Partnership refers to the ‘Barn and Malthouse’ with
the following description;
‘two storeys with drying rooms and stores at the lower level and offices and a former squash court above
22
reached by an external staircase … Office accommodation has recently been upgraded and re-serviced and
is in excellent condition. The squash court is in fair condition but the basement stores require general repair
and improvement to defective quarry tile flooring, failing plaster and fittings generally. The floor is affected
by roots.’ Rainwater disposal system…is almost non-existent (with resultant saturation of exterior brickwork
and rising damp)…. recommended that gutters and downpipes with associated gulleys and drainage are
provided’

6.5

Historical Planning Applications

6.5.1

A single historical planning application has been traced relating to the malthouse viz.: application by the
National Trust for the insertion of an internal staircase and the division of a ground floor room (ref.
th
23
A/C/2677/86, July 1986, approved 4 February 1987).

7

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE BUILDING

7.1

Overview

7.1.1

The malthouse is a substantial, brick-built structure located immediately south-west of the Old Manor House
(Figure 2; Plate 1), occupying a simple ‘T’-shaped plan comprising a principal east range, aligned north-south
and, extending from the centre/south of the west elevation, a short western block with catslide roof aligned
east-west (see sketch plan overleaf).

7.1.2

The primary structure is in lightly-fired, 2¼in. red brick laid predominantly to English bond (exterior walls of
18in. thickness), and is of two-full storeys throughout with plain-tile clad, pitched roofs. Brick coursing
between the principal east range and the western block is discontinuous, the two elements meeting in clear
butt-joints, indicating a phased development, though it is evident from historical mapping that the building
had reached its present form by 1762 at the latest (see Figure 3). Its current appearance owes much to an
extensive programme of refurbishment and modernisation undertaken by Edward Ould for Theodore
Mander in c.1890, at which time a series of red-brick windows with cusped heads were introduced and an
external stair added to the south-west angle; a number of blocked openings, both windows and doors, attest
to the earlier arrangements of the range. Iron rainwater goods (gutters and downpipes) date to the 1980s
refurbishment (see comments within 1983 survey, §.6.4.2 above) and are absent in historical photographs
(Figure 9).

21

Attingham Archives; pink ‘building’ files.
Implying no internal access at that time, prior to the introduction of stair by Trust in 1987 (see below).
WALS ref.WP/2677-86, drawing No. WT/1/1, see Figure 11.
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Sketch plan showing principal elements referred to in text.

7.2

The Exterior
The Eastern Range

7.2.1

The principal, eastern range occupies a simple rectangular plan aligned north-south with overall dimensions
of 16.3m/53½ft long (N/S) x 5.8m/19ft wide (E/W), standing c.5.35m/17½ft to eaves level and 8.85m/29ft to
ridge. A short, angled wall at the north-east angle links the malthouse to the Old Manor House, with a
narrow doorway affording through access (Plate 10).

7.2.2

The east elevation (Figure 12; Plates 2-4) is brick-built of 2¼ in. red brick laid predominantly to English bond,
rising through two full storeys above a narrow offset plinth to a projecting, dogs-tooth eaves band (Plate 5)
beneath a plain-tile clad pitched roof, gabled to north and south with plain close verges. The elevation is
pierced at both ground and first floor level by a series of red, moulded Ruabon-brick windows of one and
two-lights with cusped heads (Plate 6); these date to Ould’s remodelling and a series of former openings
forming two levels of three low, wide windows, one at mid-height and one hard beneath the eaves evidence
an earlier configuration (one blocked opening to the north retains a timber lintel; Plate 8). A stout timber
door (d1) located towards the southern end of the elevation opens to the interior; a nineteenth-century
canopy over, supported by curved timber brackets rising from red sandstone corbels (similar to that
introduced over the south door of the Old Manor House) cuts across the blocking of one of the early window
openings (Plate 7). Three further blocked openings at ground floor level are apparent at the northern end of
24
the range; two rectangular former windows (Plate 9) and a small, low level opening close to the hand-pump
possibly related to water supply to the interior of the range.

7.2.3

The west elevation (Figure 13; Plates 10-14) is again of 2¼in. brick laid to English bond, mirroring the east
façade; the western block projects from and masks the central/southern part of the elevation. A two-flue
brick stack rises flush with the eaves, slightly offset to the south of centre, subsumed into the roof of the
western block and with the upper section clearly rebuilt. To the north end, the elevation is pierced by a
three-light mullioned window [w3] to ground floor and a four-light mullioned and transomed window [w13]
to first floor level (Plate 10), both of Ruabon brick and dating to Ould’s remodelling. The large, first floor
window clearly encroaches upon the brickwork blocking of a mid-height opening with timber lintel truncated

24

An indistinct area of disturbed brickwork between the two northern blocked windows is presumed related to a blocked doorway, more
clearly visible internally within room [G5] (see §.7.X.X; Plate 40).

RIC TYLER

MIfA PGCert. Arch. Hist. (Oxf.)

13

PN: 2014-014

The Old Malthouse, Wightwick Manor, Wolverhampton, West Midlands
Historic Building Record and Assessment

by the northern jamb (Plate 11), set at a similar level to those of the east elevation, while a less distinct area
of patching may indicate another former opening below eaves level (the dog-tooth eaves band has been
partly rebuilt). To the south of the projecting western block (Plate 12), a blocked window with timber lintel
can be discerned beneath the eaves band, while superimposed blocked doorways formerly serving ground
and first floor levels (see §.8.3.3), set hard against the south-west angle, are visible above and below Ould’s
exterior stair (Plates 14/13 respectively).
7.2.4

The north elevation (Figure 14; Plate 15) presents a brick-built gable end with plain close verges (partly
rebuilt). A single, ground floor doorway to the east, [d2] (Plate 16) with louvred vent, opens onto room [G5],
descending via a short flight of steps, while at first floor level, a two-light mullioned window [w12] formerly
lit the upper level; this has been bricked up internally, part of Geoffrey Mander’s modifications associated
with the introduction of a squash court to this part of the range in 1928 (see §.4.5.3). Beneath [w12], a
timber lintel again indicates a former mid-height opening (Plate 17), set centrally to the elevation (the
vertical extent of the opening is here difficult to ascertain) while an indistinct area of patching to the gable,
capped by a single header-course (Plate 18), appears to evidence a former loft-level opening.

7.2.5

The south elevation (Figure 15; Plate 19) again presents a tall, brick-built gable end with plain close verges,
here dominated by a large, five-light mullioned and double-transomed window [w16], inserted in c.1890 to
25
light the newly created, first floor schoolroom and effectively masking any earlier fenestration pattern.
Nesting boxes to east (four) and west (seven, blocked) include landing perches formed of a projecting brick
course. At ground floor level are, to the east, two small bee boles (Plate 20), 10in. square in plan with semicircular arched heads and, to the west, a simple doorway opening [d4], presumably inserted when the door
at the south end of the west elevation (Plate 14) was blocked off by the introduction of the exterior stair.
The Western Block

7.2.6

The western block projects from the centre of the west elevation of the principal range, aligned east-west
with overall dimensions of 7.95m/26ft (N/S) x 3.8m/12½ft (E/W). It is of two full storeys with attic; northern
eaves and ridge heights correspond with the principal range to the east while to the south, an asymmetrical
‘catslide’ profile results in a lower eaves height of 3.25m/10½ft. Although the quality, bond and detailing of
the brickwork closely match the principal range, discontinuous coursing and butt-joints at the meeting of the
two elements to both north and south would seem to suggest that the western block represents a secondary
26
addition, albeit probably broadly contemporary.

7.2.7

The north elevation (Figure 14; Plate 21) is brick-built in 2¼in. red brick, laid to English bond, rising to two full
storeys above an offset plinth to a projecting ‘dogs-tooth’ eaves band corresponding with that of the east
range. An inserted pedestrian doorway [d3] to the east, adjacent to the principal range, opens to the
interior; it is furnished with a segmental arch of stretchers on end and houses a modern, ledged-and-braced
door, opening outwards. At first floor level, an area of brick patching evidences a former central window
opening, more clearly discernible internally (Plate 58), above which are a series of ten square pigeon nesting
holes (blocked), with projecting bricks forming landing perches, arranged in two horizontal rows of five. A tie
rod end-plate, a feature often associated with and indicative of kiln-floors, is located hard against the northwest angle at a height of 3m/10ft above external ground level.

7.2.8

The west elevation (Figure 13; Plate 22) presents an asymmetrical gable with a ‘catslide’ profile extending
the roof line to the south, brick-built in 2¼in. brick laid principally to English bond (though see below). Two
single-light, red-brick windows [w4/5] light the ground floor to north and south respectively of a central
blocked doorway, the latter with timber lintel (Plate 23). It may be of significance that window [w5]
(together with [w6] to the south elevation) is of slightly variant construction; the colouring of the bricks is a
fuller red while the heads are formed of three moulded-bricks as opposed to the five recorded elsewhere
(compare Plates 25/6). Small, square vents are set at head level to each side of [w5] (that to the south being

25

The lower wall was obscured by vegetation at the time of survey; reference to an historical photograph in the Attingham archives (ref.
WIG/368) suggests a small, rectangular opening (blocked in brick) to the centre of the elevation, with head at around the same height as
the adjacent bee boles.
Both ranges were certainly in place in their current plan form by 1762 at the latest (see Figure 3).
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blocked), while a small area of patching at a similar height, to the north of [w4] may be related. First floor
level is lit by two windows [w14/15] of three- and two-lights respectively, while the attic storey is lit by a
further two-light window [w17], all of c.1890. A straight joint (SJ) extends the right-hand jamb of the blocked
door above the lintel to approximately cill level of the first floor window openings (Plate 23) from where the
‘ghost’ of a former sloping roof profile is clearly visible, defined by an alignment of stretcher bricks rising to
the verge of the southern roof slope (Plate 24), presumably related to a now lost structure illustrated in the
th
undated, mid-19 century plan of ‘Land at Wightwick’ (see §.5.3; Figure 5). The brick coursing to the right
(south) of the southern door jamb and associated SJ is less regular than to the north and, though English
bond is employed to the lower courses, a distinct horizontal band of eleven courses of header bond
brickwork is evident above the level of the two ground floor vents,27 while the upper gable section of the
‘ghost’ roof profile is formed predominantly of stretchers. The exact significance of this disturbed pattern is
not immediately apparent though, when compared to the regular early brickwork elsewhere, it is clear that
some degree of historical rebuilding has taken place.
7.2.9

The south elevation (Figure 15; Plate 27) is, for the most part, obscured by Ould’s exterior stair, introduced
as part of his major refurbishment of c.1890. The stair itself (Plate 12) comprises a straight-flight of timber
treads (renewed in 2012) flanking the west side of the east range and enclosed to the east by a brick parapet
wall with coped head rising to an external landing where door [d8], beneath a projecting gable, affords
access to the first floor of the western block. A single-light, ground floor window [w6] (of variant detailing as
per [w5], see above), appears to have been inserted into an earlier doorway opening to the western side of
the block (Plate 28); the latter furnished with a segmental, brick stretcher-arch of similar form to that over
door [d3] to the north. A tie-rod end plate mirrors that to the north and, as noted above, may be suggestive
of a former kiln-floor level.

7.3

The Interior
The Eastern Range

7.3.1

Internally, the ground floor of the eastern range is subdivided by a series of transverse walls essentially on a
28
four-part plan (Figure 16); the transverse partitions pay little respect to the bay divisions as expressed
within the roof structure and none appear to be primary elements of the structure. The principal entrance to
the range from the exterior is via doorway [d1] within the east wall, though subsidiary doorways [d2/4] have
been inserted to the north and south elevations respectively.

7.3.2

The southernmost bay of the range is defined by a timber-framed transverse wall of stud and rail
construction with brick nogging infill (Plate 35), aligning with the southern jamb of the fireplace/oven in the
west wall; it is sub-divided longitudinally by a brick wall, partly angled, to form rooms [G1/2]. The eastern
room [G1] is presented as a photographic dark room (Plates 29/30), a feature introduced by the Manders in
th
the early years of the 20 century and, save a transverse timber ceiling beam, reveals no early fabric; it is
accessed via door [d5] from [G3] to the north. The room has a suspended floor of 6in. softwood boards, set
some 7in. above the level of the adjacent room [G3], a plain (?)lath and plaster ceiling and is lined
throughout in vertical matchboard; a single, two-light window [w1] in the east wall is furnished with an
internal sliding timber shutter. An unusual feature of the room plan is the eastward deflection of the
northern part of the west wall; observations within [G2/3] indicate that this would have been effected to
respect a former doorway within the transverse, framed partition (now blocked; see Plate 35) and thus
maintain through access between rooms [G2] and [G3] when the dark room was formed. The brickwork wall
between [G1]/[G2], constructed in 3in. brick, includes a blocked window/hatchway indicating that the two
spaces had some degree of intercommunication (and were thus presumably functionally related) prior to the
introduction of the matchboard lining to dark room [G1]. To the west of [G1], room [G2] is accessed via a
small inserted door [d4] in the south gable end (Plate 19), presumably introduced when an original doorway
within the west wall (Plate 31) was blocked by Ould’s external stair. It occupies an irregular plan and is

27

At about the same height as the tie-rod end plates to the north and south elevations and again possibly related to the level of a former
internal kiln-floor.
The southernmost division is further sub-divided by a lateral brick wall, partly angled.

28

RIC TYLER

MIfA PGCert. Arch. Hist. (Oxf.)

15

PN: 2014-014

The Old Malthouse, Wightwick Manor, Wolverhampton, West Midlands
Historic Building Record and Assessment

restricted in size, measuring less than 4ft wide to the south, though it widens to the north where the inserted
east wall deflects eastwards to respect a former doorway, previously connecting through to room [G3].
7.3.3

Lying to the north of the dark room, rooms [G3] and [G4] formerly comprised a single space, though they
have subsequently been partitioned by the introduction of a transverse wall of 3in. brick which butts
awkwardly up against double-light window [w2] in the east wall, such that one light effectively serves each
room (Plates 33/38). Room [G3] to the south is accessed directly from the exterior via doorway [d1] in the
east wall (Plate 34); it extends to the full width of the range, measuring 3.5m/11½ft. (N/S) x c.3.65m/12ft
(E/W) and is floored in weathered, face-laid blue brick paviours. The southern wall (Plate 35) is framed, of
post and rail construction with brick nogging infill; an extant door [d5] serves dark room [G1] while, to the
right of this, single-skin brickwork blocks a former opening onto [G2]. The west side of the room is formed by
a fireplace/oven beneath a wide, segmental brick-arch (Plate 36) and served by the eaves stack; the fireplace
displays clear signs of modification though its original form is difficult to ascertain.

7.3.4

Room [G4] (Plates 37/8) lies to the north of the inserted brick wall, through which it is accessed via a narrow
pedestrian opening (Plate 38); an inserted doorway [d6] opens to the west onto the western block. [G4] is
floored throughout in weathered, face-laid red-brick paviours and lit by the northern light of [w2]. The north
29
wall of the room is angled, of six timber studs with roughly finished brick nogging infill upon a brick footing.
To the northern side of the room, a timber platform has been created for the display of the Mander sleigh
(restored 1993) though the low brick footings upon which this is constructed are demonstrably of greater age
30
(they are visible in photographs from the 1980s, at which time they survived to four/six courses) and may
31
possibly represent the base of former steeping tank and/or couch frame (see §.8.1.3); a blocked opening
within the east wall may be related to a former water supply from the external pump, an early feature
marked on historical OS mapping (Figure 6).

7.3.5

The northern part of the range is discrete, forming a single room [G5] (Plate 39), accessed from the exterior
only via doorway [d2], inserted at the east end of the north wall. The room has maximum dimensions of
4.8m/15ft 8in (E/W) x 3.79m/12½ft (N/S) and is floored in 8in. red quarry tiles; it is lit by a three-light brick
mullioned window [w3] in the west elevation. The south side of the room is formed by an angled wall of
timber stud and brick infill; the phasing of this wall is unclear, as is its unusual alignment (see fn. 29), though
it is reasonably post-malthouse use and possibly pre-Ould. A single, transverse beam spans the room, plain
chamfered and stopped, with a number of hooks driven into the northern face. Brick-built benches with
th
quarry-tile tops and upstands line the southern, western and northern walls, dating to its late-19 century
conversion to use as a dairy. The east wall (Plate 41) retains evidence for two blocked windows, also clearly
visible externally (Plate 9), to north and south of a blocked recess, presumably a former doorway (not clearly
defined externally, but reflected by an indistinct area of disturbed coursing); these opening are unphased
though assumed not to be original.

7.3.6

The first floor (Figure 17), formerly a single unencumbered space measuring 15m/49ft 3in. x 4.7m/15ft 4in,
has been historically subdivided by the introduction of a transverse partition wall related to the formation of
32
a squash court within the northern part of the range in 1928 (see §.4.5.3). It is served by two doorways in
the west wall [d9/11], opening from the upper level of the western block, though it was probably originally
accessed via an exterior doorway at the south end of the west wall (blocked, though visible externally).

7.3.7

To the south, room [F1] measures 6.75m/22ft x 4.7m/15ft 4in. and stands c.4.75m/15½ft. to an inserted
ceiling beneath collar level (Plates 42/3). The room is generously lit by a large, five-light mullioned and
double-transomed window [w16] to the south wall and by three double-light mullioned windows [w7/8/9] to

29

The reason for the angled alignment of this wall has not been established – it is arguable that it may have been so aligned to respect the
window (now blocked) within the eastern elevation, though why the entire wall was not located slightly further to the south and set
transversely is unclear.
Attingham photographic archive refs. WIG/1033 & 1034.
The western footing reasonably extended further north, into the area of [G5], originally forming a larger cistern of square or rectangular
paln, having been latterly truncated by the introduction of the angled transverse partition.
The current partition dates to 2011/12 when the bi-partite plan was re-established after a short period of use of the unified upper floor
as a tea room during modernisation works to the carriage house range (J. Wood pers. comm.). The scar of paintwork and mortar of the
1920s partition remains visible on the moulded brickwork of the fireplace.
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the east, all dating to the Ould remodelling of c.1890. Also of this phase is an elaborate fireplace to the west
33
wall (partly cut across by the inserted partition) of ‘inglenook’ form with low, integral timber benches set to
either side of a red-sandstone, flat-arched surround (Plate 44). The projecting, stepped red-brick hood is
carried above the inglenook recess by a moulded bressummer inscribed with the motto ‘LABOR IPSE
VOLUPTAS’ (trans: ‘Work is a pleasure in itself’). Walls are lined throughout in plasterboard, obscuring the
original wall surfaces which may retain evidence for former arrangements, in particular for a former upper
floor level suggested by the evidence of external blockings.
34

7.3.8

The northern room [F2] (the former squash court) measures 8.25m/27ft. x 4.7m/15ft 4in., and is open to
the apex of the roof (Plate 45). It is lit by a large four-light mullioned and transomed window [w13] to the
west (Plate 46) and by two two-light windows [w10/11] to the east (Plate 47), all dating to c.1890; a further
contemporary window [w12] to the centre of the north wall has been covered over internally. All windows
are furnished with shutters, introduced in 1928 and closing flush with the wall to ensure a smooth,
uninterrupted wall surface for squash play. A gallery above doorway [d11] (Plate 48), opening from the attic
storey of the western block, presumably dates to the Ould refurbishment.

7.3.9

The roof over the east range (Figure 18) is of five bays, here numbered 1 to 5 from south to north; Bays 1 and
5 are approximately equal at c.7½ft, likewise 2 and 4 at c.9ft, while central bay (Bay 3) is significantly wider,
measuring 16½ft. Bays are defined by six queen-strut trusses (here numbered T1 to T6 from south to north),
supporting a single tier of heavy side-purlins and square section ridge piece (Plate 49); principals are linked
below the apex by a short block, single-pegged. Trusses, though of similar basic form throughout, display
significant variations with implications for the original form and subsequent development of the range. It is
of special note that trusses T3 and T4 display a number of features absent within trusses T2/4. Firstly, the
former would appear to have originally been closed above and, at least partly, below tie level. This is
unambiguously evidenced by surviving stave holes to the soffit of principal rafters and collars (Plate 50) and a
groove in the upper face of the tie, features indicating original wattle and daub infill panels. Secondly, the tie
soffit of each displays what appears to be a redundant, double-pegged mortice for teasle-tenon to both east
and west along with single-pegged mortices, cut perpendicularly and thus presumably for former
posts/studs, set in some 0.75m/2½ft. from the lateral walls (Plate 51). Further stave holes survive between
these post-mortices and the outer ends of the tie while a single stave hole is also visible to the ‘inner’ side of
the post-mortice to both east and west, again suggesting the former presence of infill panels below tie level.
The central section of the tie soffit in both trusses is hollowed out slightly to form a gentle curved profile,
plain chamfered (possibly a secondary modification which would have removed evidence for any further
stave holes. Principals are widened out around the purlin and taper gently towards the apex of the roof. By
contrast, trusses T2 and T4 are much plainer; the principals and tie show no evidence for former infill, joints
are un-pegged with the collar simply nailed to the principals, the tie/principal is strapped and bolted (Plate
52), while the principals meet in vertical abutments with further iron strapping to the apex. Truss T6 clearly
displays peg-holes for a studding below tie level (Plate 53). Wind bracing from principal to purlin survives at
trusses T3 and T4, while redundant brace mortices are visible to the north face of T1; again these features
are absent in trusses T2/4. Redundant joist sockets to the tie of T5(N) and T2(S) suggest a partial loft floor

7.3.10

Thus it would seem that trusses T1/3/4/6 represent a relic roof from an earlier three-bay timber-framed
range (with bays of c.16½ft) with trusses T2 & 4 being inserted to north and south during a historical phase of
remodelling, leaving the original, wide central bay (Bay 3) intact.
The Western Block

7.3.11

The ground floor level of the western block is subdivided to form two rooms, [G6/7] to north and south
respectively and is entered via inserted doorway [d3] to the east end of the northern wall (Figure 16). This
door is a secondary insertion however, assumed contemporary with a further door to the west end of the
south wall (now converted to house a window, [w6]); access was formerly via a doorway within the west

33

See fn. 32; the current siting of the partition is unusual as it leaves the mouldings of the inserted fireplace within the playing area of the
squash court [F2] and, given that the court thus formed does not conform to regulation squash court dimensions of 32 x 21ft anyway
(info. http://www.worldsquash.org/), it seems strange that the wall was not simply located slightly further north.
It is understood that the timber flooring beneath the current carpet retains the faded painted squash court lines (J Wood pers. comm.).
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wall, now blocked in brick but remaining clearly visible externally (Plate 23). Both rooms are floored in 6in.
th
red quarry tiles, presumably late 19 -century with later patching, have matchboard-lines walls and modern
plaster ceilings (1980s), the latter effectively obscuring any evidence for former arrangements. Room [G6]
(Plate 54) is lit by a single window in the west wall, [w4] dating to Ould’s 1890 refurbishment, while [G7]
(Plate 56) is lit by [w5] to the west and [w6] to the south; as noted above, both the latter windows display
variant detailing externally and may represent a separate, though broadly contemporary, phase of
modification. Door [d6] opens off the east side of [G6] onto the ground floor of the east range; reference to
35
historical sources suggests that this doorway may be of relatively recent origin and that there was formerly
no internal communication between the two elements at this level. A timber dog-leg stair rising to first floor
level within [G6] (Plate 55) represents an insertion of the late 1980s (see §.6.5; Figure 11), at which point the
36
present, southern timber-clad partition wall was also introduced.
7.3.12

First floor level (Figure 17) is reached by means of the 1980s, inserted internal timber stair and via Ould’s
exterior stair to the south. The first floor is again partitioned to form two interconnecting rooms, here by a
solid wall of brick construction. Room [F3], to the north (Plate 57), is lit by an Ould phase, three-light brickmullioned window [w14], while a timber lintel and area of brick patching to the north wall indicate the
location of a former window opening (Plate 58), also traceable externally. Door [d11] at the north end of the
east wall opens onto the first floor of the east range. Room [F4] (Plate 59), to the south, is lit by a two-light
window [w15] to the west and is accessed via an inserted, Ould-phase doorway [d8] to the south; the room is
open to the underside of the catslide roof, supported on two tiers of timber purlins. A straight-flight timber
th
stair (Plate 60), very plainly detailed and most probably of 20 -century date, rises from east-west against the
north wall to serve the upper room [S1] within the attic space.

7.3.13

The evidence of the east wall of [F4] (Plate 61) is of particular interest. To the north, the early brickwork of
the eaves stack is clearly discernible from the later infill brickwork to the south, the junction defined by a
vertical straight joint. To the south of this is a blocked opening, 3ft wide at a height of 6ft above first floor
level, most reasonably interpreted as a pitching hatch; its location would imply that it served both the first
and second floors of the main east range viz. for loading and unloading of the tentatively identified kiln floor.
That the upper purlin of the extant roof structure is bedded into the secondary brickwork infill of this
pitching hatch indicates that the roof form has been historically modified.

8

DISCUSSION

8.1

The Malting Process

8.1.1

Malting can be defined as the artificial, limited germination of grains under controlled conditions, whereby
the natural stores of starch within a cereal are converted into sugar followed by the subsequent arresting of
the germination process at the critical point by heating of the grain in a kiln; the resultant malt can be used
for the preparation of foods and drinks. Tracing its origins back to ancient times, the application of the
process in a post-medieval European context is based primarily within the realm of the brewing of traditional
ales and beers, with the principal cereal grain used being barley.

8.1.2

The simplest and oldest form of malting is known as ‘floor-malting’ and could traditionally be undertaken on
a small scale in many types of farm building. Though specialised buildings were to evolve over time,
th
culminating in the large, purpose-built, commercial maltings of the later 19 century, the malting process
itself remained essentially unchanged, involving a combination of steeping, germination and kilning. As the
germination process is hindered by high temperatures, malting was traditionally undertaken on a seasonal
basis and historically it took place between the months of October and May (Patrick 2004a, 9).

35

See 1987 planning drawing (Figure 11) and undated 1980s photo (ref. WIG/1033) in Attingham photographic archive.
It is understood that the sole access to first floor level prior to the introduction of this internal stair was via Ould’s exterior flight of
c.1890; see §.6.4.2, fn. 22. The upper partition wall is of brick construction and must previously have extended to ground level.
The technicalities of the malting process are described in detail by Briggs (1998) and, with respect to historical floor maltings, by Patrick
(2004a); a brief summary only is included here to create a general context for the interpretation of the recorded structure.
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Steeping
8.1.3

The primary stage of the malting process, after any necessary drying and cleaning, involved the ‘steeping’ or
immersion of the barley grain in water, this being undertaken in measured loads known as ‘batches’ or
‘pieces’. Steeping was undertaken in flat-bottomed cisterns or tanks normally of rectangular form,
constructed of lined brick or stone, lead or latterly of iron. Traditionally, barley would initially be kept in a
granary nearby and transferred to the malthouse as and when required, where sufficient for a small number
of batches would be temporarily stored directly above the steeping vessels, thus allowing loading under
gravity, simply via a chute from an overlying floor. Steeping would last for between 2-3 days, the steep water
being changed at least once, but up to three times, during the process to keep the grain fresh (Briggs 1998, 7)
and, once the required moisture content was attained, the grain was drained.
Couching

8.1.4

After draining, the ‘piece’ would be shovelled out onto working floors, initially into a frame of specified
dimensions known as a ‘couch’ where it was rested for a period of 24 hours, to sufficient depth to stimulate a
rise in temperature and thus encourage the onset of germination. ‘Couching’ was mandatory during the
period of the Malt Tax (revoked, 1880) as this was the stage at which the grain had reached its maximum
volume and could thus be assessed by the Excise men; following the repeal of the tax, couching was less
vigorously applied.
Germination

8.1.5

38

Once germination started, the couch would be broken down and the grain spread over a working floor,
where it would be regularly turned using forks, shovels or ploughs (to prevent the matting of rootlets) and
the depth controlled to maintain the required temperature (approximately 60°F) within the grain bed. After
a sufficient period of growth, the grain was transferred to kilns to arrest the germination process, thereby
maximising the retention of natural sugars within the grain for the fermentation process.
Kilning

8.1.6

Kilning is the process by which the ‘green’ malt is dried by a stream of warm to hot air. It served to dry the
malt, stopping germination and resulting in a brittle or ‘friable’ product suitable for storage and for use in the
brewing process. The process gives flavour and colour to the malt and also reduces the moisture content to
a level suitable for grinding to a grist for the brewing process (c.3%). In its simplest form, kilning comprised
the setting of a fire beneath the malt which was laid out on a ‘hair-cloth’ supported by hurdles (Briggs 1998,
441).

8.1.7

Early types of direct-fired kiln employed an iron fire-basket or furnace within a stoke-hole widening out to
form a hot-air chamber, above which was set a perforated floor or deck to support the malt. A disperser, at
simplest an iron sheet mounted above the furnace, served to spread the heat evenly and to prevent sparks
rising directly into the malt; the kiln floor could be constructed of a range of materials, for example
perforated sheet iron, cast-iron plates, woven wire mesh or perforated ceramic tiles. The malt would be
turned while within the kiln, again a task traditionally undertaken by hand. Above the level of the deck, the
kiln was roofed over, normally with a distinctive tapered profile and capped by louvres or vents to allow the
escape of hot air and sometimes furnished with a rotating cowl to prevent down-draughts (Briggs 1998, 442).
th
Before the mid-19 century however, particularly at a domestic or small commercial scale, it was not
uncommon for the kiln roof to be completely hidden within the roof structure of a traditional farm building
(Palmer, Nevell and Sissons 2012, 61; as, for example, at Harvington Hall, Worcs).

8.1.8

Finally, the kilned malt would be dressed (rootlets removed and grains cleaned) and stored until required,
usually for at least one month before use in brewing (Patrick 1997, 63). Due to the need to maintain the low

38

Working floors were constructed in a variety of materials including stone, brick, tile, gypsum, lime-ash and slate, each with their own
particular properties.
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moisture content of the kilned malt, storage tended to be located on the upper floors of the malthouse,
often in wooden bins which would absorb any excess moisture.
8.1.9

Before the advent of mechanisation in various aspects of the procedure, traditional floor-malting was highly
labour intensive, with many of the processes including the loading and emptying of steeps, building and
breaking of couches, turning on the working floor and the loading and stripping of the kilns being undertaken
by hand, especially within a malting of a small, non-industrial scale.

8.2

Malting Buildings

8.2.1

The buildings of a typical maltings will thus comprise a number of separate components – barley/malt
storage and cleaning areas, steeping cisterns, couch frames and growing/germination floors - some of which
will be clearly evident and recognisable externally. Patrick (2004a, 31-5) classifies a series of different
th
standard forms, identifiable from the 17 century on. The earliest and simplest form is the two-storey
maltings with ground floor growing floor and upper storage floor, the ground floor process being essentially
linear with steep to one end and kiln to the other. More complex are the ‘Ware’ pattern, with separate
provision for barley and malt storage, and the ‘Newark’ pattern, usually of three storeys with bottom and top
germination floors and barley/malt storage on the middle floor; variants include the simple multi-storey
pattern and multi-storey Ware pattern maltings.

8.2.2

An essential requirement for any floor-maltings of whichever pattern is for large areas of well-ventilated floor
space where an even temperature could be maintained to aid the germination process; this led to the
evolution of distinctive buildings, significantly longer than they were wide, with louvred fenestration to their
long elevations, serving internal, superimposed growing floors where headroom would be kept to a minimum
(often less than 6ft) to aid the maintenance of a constant temperature (ibid., 24). Internally, fixed or mobile
machinery in a small-scale malthouse would be minimal, movement of ingredients and product being
effected predominantly by hand. Internally, one might typically expect such features as ladder access,
hatchways and hoists/windlasses for the vertical movement of malt, though the most characteristic features
39
would be the large, open working floors and the kiln, normally located to one end of the range and often,
though by no means always, covered by a distinctive cone-shaped or pyramidal roof structure. Many smallscale farm malthouses, however, where kilns are accommodated within traditional buildings, are barely
distinguishable from other farmyard structures (ibid., 26); early malthouses in particular are less likely to be
recognisable as such and, as Patrick (ibid., 36) attests, there is little doubt that malting was also formerly
carried out in barns and green-malt kilned in simple ovens.

8.3

The Wightwick Malthouse
Origins

8.3.1

The early form of the malthouse range at Wightwick is somewhat obscure and details of the roof structure
recorded internally suggest that it may well have originated in a significantly different form, viz. as a threebay timber-framed range of unknown function, possibly a simple barn, though occupying the same footprint
as the extant eastern range. Evidence for this is limited to the carpentry of the roof structure, however, and
nothing survives of this arrangement below eaves level.
Development

8.3.2

It would appear that this primary range was subsequently encased/underbuilt in brick, the quality of the 2¼
th
in. English bond brickwork suggesting a date most probably in the early years of the 17 century, and it may
well be that the range first took on the function of a malthouse at this time. The fabric of the western block
is essentially similar (2¼ in. brick laid to English bond), though the evidence of discontinuous coursing and
clear butt-joints between the two structural elements suggests that they are probably distinct, the western
block representing a secondary extension, albeit broadly contemporary.

39

Alternative kiln locations are known, for example to one side of the main working floors as at Alton, Staffs. and Red Abbey Farm,
Alberbury, Shropshire, both of which occupy a T-shaped plan (Patrick, pers. comm.).
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40

th

8.3.3

The current survey has established that the 17 -century malthouse structure was originally of three, low
storeys with regular openings to the two upper storeys, most probably furnished with louvres or shutters, to
the long elevations, particularly to the east, for the ventilation of superimposed internal working/growing
floors in classic malthouse fashion (Figure 19). Primary doors at ground and first floor level are located at the
south end of the west elevation, the latter presumably having formerly been served by some form of external
stair. Although much of the internal plan has been lost to later phases of modification and adaption,
sufficient survives to attempt a putative reconstruction of the internal arrangements and, by association, of
the original process flow. None of the ground floor transverse partitions display clear evidence for being part
of the original structure, suggesting that the lower level formerly comprised an uninterrupted working floor,
a pattern repeated at first floor level with the upper storey being used originally for storage in the form of a
modified ‘Newark’ pattern structure (see §.8.2.1). The brick footings within [G4] have been tentatively
identified as the base (part) of a steeping tank or cistern, from where the barley would have been first
couched and then spread out on the lower, brick germination floor prior to being hoisted to the first floor at
the south end of the range. The location of the steeping tank is somewhat atypical, and raises the question
of the original use of the northernmost section of the range at this level (that occupied by Dairy [G5]),
unusual as the small-scale of the maltings combined with the close proximity of a barn to the north-west (the
north end of the current coach house range) would seem to negate the need for any significant on-site
storage capacity for raw materials. Once germination was completed on the upper growing floor, the greenmalt would then have been transferred to the kiln which appears to have been located within the southern
part of the western block (as opposed to the more regular ‘in-line’ plan), an unusual but not entirely
unknown arrangement.41 The level of the tie rod end plates within the north and south elevations of the
42
western block reasonably indicate the level of the original kiln floor, which would thus have been midway
between the first and second floors of the main range, while an area of blocking within the west wall of the
main range (visible within [F4]; Plate 62) arguably represents a pitching hatch (see Figure 19b). The original
form of the roof over the kiln remains unclear though it is of note that the upper principal of the cat-slide
roof over [F4] is embedded to the east within the infill of the afore-mentioned pitching hatch, indicating an
historical phase of modification. It seems unlikely that the kiln would have been furnished with a classic
‘pyramidal’ roof and it is probable that any structure was hidden beneath the surviving, conventional
pitched-roof profile, as at Harvington (§.8.1.6). The fireplace within the ground floor of the main range,
venting via a tall eaves stack to the west wall, would thus appear to be entirely unrelated to the malting kiln
and may have served to provide additional warmth for the germination process on the lower working floor
43
during the cooler winter months (Patrick pers. comm.). The date and function of the minor extension
th
depicted on the 19 century map of ‘Land at Wightwick’ remains obscure, though its small scale may suggest
it was something as simple as an external, covered stair rising to the drying-floor level of the kiln, the
rebuilding of the west elevation here obscuring an trace of an early doorway. Whatever its original
form/function, it would appear to have been removed by the time of the 1840 tithe map.

8.3.4

It is feasible that malting was undertaken at the site from as early as the early 17 century, the date of the
brickwork building envelope, but the first documentary reference does not occur until the census returns of
1841 which identifies James Moore as both a ‘farmer and a maltster’. It is likely that Moore’s enterprise
functioned on a small-scale commercial basis to supplement mixed-farming income, making use of preexisting buildings and equipment. James Moore would appear to have passed away by 1851, though the
malting business was carried on by his son Edward at least as late as 1861. Later censuses make no reference

40

Based upon on-site discussions with Ms. Amber Patrick, maltings specialist and author of EH’s ‘Maltings in England’ SHIER report of
2004.
Side-located kilns on ‘L’ and ‘T’ shaped plans have been recorded elsewhere (Patrick, pers.comm.); see also Patrick (2013, 63) for a more
general discussion of relative kiln/working floor location in early malthouses.
Early kilns were usually furnished with a ‘kiln-hair’ floor, a woven horse-hair cloth on which the green malt was placed to be dried. These
were gradually replaced by perforated ceramic tiles; although the first patent for a perforated kiln tile was registered in 1699, their use
did not become widespread until the later 18th century (Patrick 2011, 19). Most evidence for the precise form of the original kiln at
Wightwick, together with any subsequent development, has been lost to later phases of modification.
See Patrick (unpubl.) for a comparative example.
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to malting at Wightwick Manor and it is likely that production was wound down around this time, as malting
as a process became increasingly concentrated at larger, industrial sites.
Post-Malthouse Use
8.3.5

It is possible that certain modifications were undertaken after the redundancy of the building as a malthouse
th
in the second half of the 19 century (see above), though its current form results primarily to the extensive
phase of remodelling undertaken by Edward Ould for Theodore Mander upon his purchase of the estate in
1887, coincident with the building of the new Manor House and the refurbishment/conversion of the
adjacent stables and coach house ranges. It is unfortunate that no records survive relating to work to the
malthouse as it is readily apparent that major interventions were made such that, in its current state, the
building is no longer immediately recognisable as a malthouse per se. The most obvious external
modification was the insertion of the series of red Ruabon-brick mullioned windows throughout. In addition,
th
the evidence for an original three-storey layout implies that the late 19 -century remodelling also entailed
the removal of an entire upper floor to form the extant, lofty first-floor space, well-lit by extensive
fenestration and more appropriate for use as a schoolroom.

8.3.6

Later, 20 -century adaptations to use (variously) as a dairy, stores, photographic dark room, squash court
and, latterly, offices, activity centre and second hand bookshop can be seen to have had a cumulative impact
upon the fabric of the building, principally internally, which have served to progressively remove or obscure
much if not all of the immediate physical evidence for its former industrial use.

8.4

Assessment of Heritage Values44

8.4.1

The value of Wightwick malthouse in evidential and illustrative historical terms as an early example of a
simple floor maltings is limited, compromised as the inevitable result of successive campaigns of modification
and adaptation for post-malthouse use. In particular, the renewal of fenestration throughout and the
th
apparent removal of an entire upper floor level in the late-19 century have radically altered the outward
appearance and interior arrangements of the building to such an extent that its identification as a malthouse
to a non-specialist observer would not be immediately apparent were it not for the evidence of documentary
sources.

8.4.2

That said, in aesthetic terms, it forms part of an attractive group of subsidiary buildings associated with the
Old Manor House and, though radically altered and removed from its former functional context, retains
much early fabric, while its later adaptations and incarnations (the dairy, photographic dark-room and first
floor school room) are not without interest in relation to the later phases of ownership and use of the site as
a whole. The associative historical value of the malthouse in its latter form is enhanced by its association the
Manders, a family of considerable prominence in the history of Wolverhampton, and with their architect
Edward Ould, designer of Wightwick Manor.

9

PROPOSED WORKS AND RELEVANT PLANNING POLICY

th

45

46

While no detailed proposals exist at the time of preparation of the present report, it is clear that any future
alterations to the Malthouse at Wightwick, a Grade II* listed building within a Conservation Area and thus a
44

45

46

Following definitions as laid out by English Heritage in ‘Conservation Principles Policies and Guidance for the Sustainable Management of
the Historic Environment’ (EH, 2008).
Evidential value derives from the potential of a place to yield evidence about past human activity and can be natural or man-made (EH
2008, 28). Often, archaeological deposits are of evidential value as they are the primary source of human activity for a particular place
or period. However, other types of asset can be of evidential value, especially where the documentary record is incomplete, and their
value will be proportionate to their potential to contribute to an understanding of the past. Age is a strong indicator of relative
evidential value but is not paramount, while the evidential value of an asset tends to be diminished in proportion to the extent of its
removal or replacement.
Historical value derives from the ways in which past people, events and aspects of life can be connected through a place to the present
(EH 2008, 28). It tends to be either illustrative or associative. Illustrative value relates to the manner in which a place may provide a
tangible link to illustrate aspects of history or prehistory; this relies on visibility, and may relate to distinctiveness of a regional tradition
or an aspect of social organisation.
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‘designated heritage asset’ under the terms of National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF; DCLG 2012), will
need to be formulated in accordance with both national and local planning policy guidance.
9.1

National Planning Policy

9.1.1

National Planning Policy Guidance (NPPF) was published in Mach 2012. As a ‘Designated Heritage Asset’,
the effect of any proposals on the significance of the Wightwick malthouse or on its setting will form a
material consideration in the determination of any related application for listed building consent. The
following NPPF paragraphs can be seen to be pertinent:

47

128.
In determining applications, local planning authorities should require an applicant to describe the significance of any
heritage assets affected, including any contribution made by their setting. The level of detail should be proportionate to
the assets’ importance and no more than is sufficient to understand the potential impact of the proposal on their
significance. As a minimum the relevant historic environment record should have been consulted and the heritage assets
assessed using appropriate expertise where necessary. Where a site on which development is proposed includes or has
the potential to include heritage assets with archaeological interest, local planning authorities should require developers
to submit an appropriate desk-based assessment and, where necessary, a field evaluation.
129.
Local planning authorities should identify and assess the particular significance of any heritage asset that may be affected
by a proposal (including by development affecting the setting of a heritage asset) taking account of the available evidence
and any necessary expertise. They should take this assessment into account when considering the impact of a proposal
on a heritage asset, to avoid or minimise conflict between the heritage asset’s conservation and any aspect of the
proposal.
132.
When considering the impact of a proposed development on the significance of a designated heritage asset, great weight
should be given to the asset’s conservation. The more important the asset, the greater the weight should be. Significance
can be harmed or lost through alteration or destruction of the heritage asset or development within its setting. As
heritage assets are irreplaceable, any harm or loss should require clear and convincing justification. Substantial harm to
or loss of a grade II listed building, park or garden should be exceptional. Substantial harm to or loss of designated
heritage assets of the highest significance, notably scheduled monuments, protected wreck sites, battlefields, grade I
and II* listed buildings, grade I and II* registered parks and gardens, and World Heritage Sites, should be wholly
exceptional.
134.
Where a development proposal will lead to less than substantial harm to the significance of a designated heritage asset,
this harm should be weighed against the public benefits of the proposal, including securing its optimum viable use.

9.2

Local Planning Policy

9.2.1

The Wolverhampton Unitary Development Plan (UDP) was adopted on 28 June 2006, replacing the
previous UDP adopted in 1993, with the majority of the UDP policies being extended by the Secretary of
49
State in 2009.
In respect of historical and cultural heritage, the following policies can be seen to be
pertinent to the current project:

48

(i)

CONSERVATION AREAS

•

Policy HE4: Proposals affecting a Conservation Area
Where a proposal for development may affect a conservation area or its setting, a full planning application should
be submitted, giving sufficient detail, within the plans and the design statement accompanying the application, to
fully assess the impact of the proposal on the special architectural or historic character of the conservation area
and its setting. Such proposals should pay particular attention to, and precisely define the impact of the

47
48
49

https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/6077/2116950.pdf
http://www.cartoplus.co.uk/wolverhampton/text/00cont.htm
http://www.wolverhampton.gov.uk/environment/planning/policy/udp/
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development on the scale, proportions, character, materials and detailing of the conservation area and its setting.
Where appropriate, the submission of a general historic survey and impact assessment with the proposal, including
documentary research information and an archaeological evaluation, may also be required. Where development is
permitted which may harm or destroy any important feature of a conservation area, conditions may be imposed to
ensure that:

o Such features are investigated and recorded to an appropriate level prior to or during works;
o Where possible, such features are preserved either in situ or off site;
o Provision is made for any records to be deposited with the archive service.
•

Policy HE5: Control of Development in a Conservation Area
Proposals for new build, change of use, alterations, extensions or redevelopment within or affecting the setting of a
conservation area will be permitted only if they comply with all of the following criteria:

o The development should preserve and, where possible, or (4) enhance all features which contribute positively
to the area's character or appearance, including archaeological sites and remains, trees, hedges and landscape
features;

o The development should not adversely affect the historic street patterns and morphology, roofscape, skyline
and setting of the conservation area, important open spaces or significant views into, out of and within the
area;

o The positioning and mass of the development should be in scale and in harmony with surrounding buildings and
open spaces;

o The proportions of different parts of the development and of individual buildings should be in scale with each
other and relate well to adjoining buildings;

o The development should not result in amalgamation or redrawing of boundaries between traditional buildings
and plots, or demolition and redevelopment behind retained facades;

o Architectural details, materials and colours used should be appropriate to the area and in keeping with
surrounding buildings.

(ii)

LISTED BUILDINGS

•

Policy HE13: Development Affecting a Listed Building
Where a proposal for development may affect a listed building or its setting, a full planning application will be
required, giving sufficient detail, within the plans and the design statement accompanying the application, to fully
assess the impact of the proposal on the special architectural or historic interest of the listed building and its
setting. Such proposals should pay particular attention to, and precisely define the impact of the development on,
the scale, proportions, character, materials and detailing of the listed building and its setting. Where appropriate,
the submission of a general historic survey and impact assessment with the proposal, including documentary
research information and an archaeological evaluation, may also be required. Where development is permitted
which may harm or destroy any important feature of a listed building, conditions may be imposed to ensure that:

o Such features are investigated and recorded to an appropriate level prior to or during works;
o Where possible, such features are preserved either in situ or off site;
o Provision is made for any records to be deposited with the archive service.
•

Policy HE14: Alterations and Extensions to a Listed Building
Development involving:

o external or internal alteration to a listed building; or
o the erection of extensions or new structures within the curtilage of a listed building
will only be permitted where it can be clearly demonstrated that the special architectural or historic interest of the
listed building, including its setting, will not be adversely affected. Applicants should include sufficient information,
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within the plans and the design statement accompanying the application, to demonstrate how the proposal will
contribute to the conservation of the listed building, whilst preserving or enhancing its architectural or historic
interest. Alterations to shop fronts and fixing of advertisements to a listed building will only be permitted where
they complement the special architectural or historic interest of the building, as per criteria listed in HE11.
Appropriate adverts will be of a modest nature and relate to the use of the building.

10

CONCLUSION

10.1

Together with the nearby stables and coach house ranges, the old malthouse at Wightwick represents one of
a group of significant and noteworthy outbuildings related to the Old Manor House, a significance reflected
in its inclusion on the Statutory List of Buildings of Special Historical or Architectural Interest as a Grade II*
listed building.

10.2

In a review of approach towards the recording and analysis of individual maltings, Patrick (2004b, 7) notes
that;
‘the following features may be found and need recording: steeping cisterns, the couch frame, the growing
floors, and the kiln, its furnace and the drying floors, and the support structure for the drying floors. In
standing buildings it will be particularly important to record the means by which the grain was moved from
one floor or area to another, for example by chutes, through doors or by a variety of hoisting machinery:
baskets, bucket elevators, etc and their housing.’

10.3

It will be noted from the preceding description and analysis that few if any of these diagnostic features
survive at Wightwick, the result of successive phases of modification for post-maltings use. In this, Wightwick
is not alone and, as Patrick has observed (ibid., 9), ‘maltings are a clearly identifiable building type but the
building stock that survives in good condition, with characteristic malting features, is surprisingly small (10 to
15%)’. The current study has, however, served to identify and record a number of features of inherent
interest in tracing the early form and subsequent development of the building, and to highlight areas where
further detail may be exposed during future works.

10.4

In the context of any proposed reorganisation and/or structural works within the malthouse, it should be
noted that any exposure of underlying original wall and floor/ceiling structures currently obscured by modern
50
finishes, has the potential to reveal evidence for and enhance understanding of the former arrangements
and process flow within the early maltings.. Any intrusive works should thus be closely monitored and
discoveries recorded as appropriate.
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Figure 4: Wightwick Tithe Map of 1840
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Figure 5: Map of Land at Wightwick; undated, mid-19th century

(a) 1:2500 County Series, Staﬀs. LXII 9, 1st Edi"on of 1887.

(c) 1:2500 County Series, Staﬀs. LXII 9, 2nd Revision of 1919.
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(d) 1:2500 County Series, Staﬀs. LXII 9, 3rd Revision of 1938.
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Figure 6: Early Ordnance Survey mapping
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Figure 7: View of Old Manor House (right) and Old Malt House (le) from J.P.Jones’s A History of the Parish of Teenhall, 1894

‘School Journal, 1894-5’; Wightwick Archives.
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Figure 8: Watercolour sketch of ‘Schoolhouse stair’, 1894-5

(a) View of Old Manor House (right) and Malt House (le!), c.1900

(b) Undated (early C20th) photograph of Malt House form south-east.
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Figure 9: Early photographs
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Figure 10: Plan of ‘Lot 1; Wightwick Manor’, from Sales Parculars of March 16th 1921.

WALS ref. WP/2677-86, drawing No. WT/1/1

RIC TYLER
MIFA PGCert. Arch. Hist (Oxf.)

The Old Malthouse
Wightwick Manor, Wolverhampton, West Midlands
Figure 11: Drawing accompanying planning applicaon A/C/2677/86 of July 1986 for inseron of stair.
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Figure 12: East Eleva!on
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Figure 13: East Eleva!on

NB: for illustra"ve purposes only, do not scale from this drawing

EASTERN

WESTERN BLOCK

RANGE

EAST

WEST

verges rebuilt

BW

w12
nes"ng holes
(blocked)

(bricked up internally)

BW

"e rod

"mber lintel

?

d3
d2

interior ﬂoor level

0

1

5m

SCALE IN METRES (1:75 @ A4)
SCALE IN FEET

0

RIC TYLER
MIFA PGCert. Arch. Hist (Oxf.)

5

10

15!

The Old Malthouse
Wightwick Manor, Wolverhampton, West Midlands
Figure 14: North Eleva"on
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Figure 15: South Eleva on
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Figure 16: Ground ﬂoor plan
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Figure 17: First and second ﬂoor plans
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Figure 18: Transverse cross-sec!on of east range
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Figure 19: Puta!ve reconstructed cross-sec!ons of malthouse arrangements
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Plate 1: General, contextual view of the Old Malthouse (centre) looking south-east, with Old Manor House (‘Wightwick
Lodge’) to left and Ould’s Wightwick Manor of 1887-8/1893 to right.

Plate 2: East elevation looking west (Old Manor House to right).
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Plate 3: East elevation (oblique) looking south-west.

Plate 4: East elevation (oblique) looking north-west
NB: blocked mid-height windows.

th

Plate 5: Detail of dog-tooth eaves band (with late-C20 iron gutter).
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Plate 6: Detail of Ould-phase double-light window.

Plate 7: Detail of eastern door d1. NB: blocked
mid-height opening behind canopy.

Plate 8: Blocked window with timber lintel at mid-height towards north end of east elevation.
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Plate 9: Blocked GF window and door at NE angle.

Plate 10: West elevation, north end.

Plate 11: Inserted, four-light Ruabon-brick mullioned and transomed window (w13) with blocked former opening to
lower left (with timber lintel) and indistinct patching related to upper window beneath eaves band.
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Plate 12: West elevation, south end with 1890s stair.

Plate 13: Detail of blocked (?)door (lower right) and
window (upper left, with timber lintel).

Plate 14: Detail of blocked door in west wall beneath
1890s stair.

Plate 15: East Range, north elevation.
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Plate 16: Doorways at NE angle.

Plate 17: Inserted window [w12] (blocked internally)
with blocked window below (timber lintel).

Plate 18: Indistinct area of patching to gable (header
course over) evidencing former opening, NB. also
rebuild beneath plain close verge.

Plate 19: East range, south elevation; door [d4] to
lower left gives access to [G2].
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Plate 20: Bee boles in south elevation.

Plate 21: Western block, north elevation.
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Plate 22: Western block, west elevation; NB. SJ above
right jamb of BD and ghost of former roofline (right).
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Plate 23: Detail of blocked door (note SJ above right
Jamb) and Ould –phase inserted windows.

Plate 25: Standard single-light Ruabon brick window
NB: five bricks to cusped head.
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Plate 24: Detail of sloping roof scar.

Plate 26: Variant single-light window @ [w5/6]
NB: colouration and three-brick head.
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Plate 27: External stair inserted at SW angle, c.1890

Plate 29: Dark room [G1] looking south-east.
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Plate 28: Window [w6] inserted into former doorway
NB: three-brick cusped head.

Plate 30: Dark room [G1] looking south-west
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Plate 31: Room [G2]; blocked door in west wall.

Plate 32: Room [G2]; relic feature at north-west corner
with flue access.

Plate 33: Inserted north wall of [G3], butting up against Ould-phase window [w2].

RIC TYLER

MIfA PGCert. Arch. Hist. (Oxf.)

Plates

PN: 2014-014

The Old Malthouse, Wightwick Manor, Wolverhampton, West Midlands
Historic Building Record and Assessment

Plate 34: Room [G3] looking south-east.

Plate 35: South wall of [G3]; door [d5] to room [G1], blocked doorway to right.
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Plate 36: Brick oven forming west wall of [G3].

Plate 37: Room [G4] looking north-east, NB. brick
footings below timber platform.
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Plate 38: Room [G4] looking south-east (inserted wall).
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Plate 39: Room [G5] looking west.

Plate 40: Detail of brick bench with quarry-tile surface and upstand.
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Plate 41: Room [G5] looking east, note recessed former doorway to right.

Plate 42: Room [F1] looking south.
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Plate 43: Room [F1] looking north-west.
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Plate 44: Ould’s‘Inglenook’ fireplace within Room [F1]

Plate 45: Roof structure over [F2].
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Plate 46: Four-light window [w13] with 1920s shutters.
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Plate 47: Windows [w10/11] with 1920 shutters.

Plate 48: Room [F2] gallery above [d11].

Plate 49: Truss T4 looking north-east.

Plate 50: Truss T4; stave holes to principals / collar.
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Plate 51: Pegged post-mortices and stave holes to soffit of T4 tie. (NB: taper burn to face of tie).

Plate 52: Alternative detail of variant truss T5 (tie) – viz. no mortices or stave holes/ bolted joint to principal.
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Plate 53: Gable truss T6; peg-holes for former (?)close-studding beneath tie level.

Plate 54: Room [G6] looking west.

RIC TYLER

MIfA PGCert. Arch. Hist. (Oxf.)

Plate 55: Room [G6] looking south-east; inserted stair
of 1986 (see Figure 10).
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Plate 56: Room [G7] looking south.

Plate 57: Room [F3], head of inserted stair.

Plate 58: Room [F3], blocked window to north wall.

Plate 59: Room [F4] looking south-east.
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Plate 60: Room [F4] looking north-west; stair to attic.
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Plate 61: Room [F4] east wall; NB. early brickwork of
stack behind ladder; upper purlin of western roof
bedded into secondary brickwork.
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APPENDIX A: Project Brief (Young, 2014)

Malthouse, Wightwick Manor, Shropshire [sic]
Historic Building Assessment
1.

INTRODUCTION

1.1.

Background

1.1.1.

This document has been prepared by Janine Young of the National Trust. It forms a brief for an Historic
Building Assessment of the Malthouse at Wightwick Manor, Wolverhampton.

1.1.2.

This brief should be used to inform costs and timescales for contractors information, it should not be used in
the place of a specification for works.

2.

SITE BACKGROUND

2.1.

Site location and background

2.1.1.

The Malthouse is located at Wightwick Manor, 4.5m east of Wolverhampton, and is centred on SJ 8685 9850.

2.1.2.

The Malthouse is a grade II* listed building and lies within the Wightwick Bank conservation area.

2.1.3.

The listing description is as follows;

2.1.4.

Former malthouse, now education centre. Late C16 or early C17; restored for Theodore Mander, late C19.
Brick with red brick dressings; tile roof. 2 storeys; 5-window range. Brick mullioned windows with cusped
heads, mostly of 2 lights; signs of old window openings with timber lintels; canopied entrance with wideboarded door. Left return has large 5-light window with 2 transoms to 1st floor over bee boles and entrance,
with dovecote openings to left. Rear wing has return 1st floor entrance under gable with wide verges. Rear and
right return similar. INTERIOR: fruit room with panelling and shelves; darkroom with sink and sliding shutters;
1st floor has C19 fireplace and queen post trusses. Restored as part of the setting of Wightwick Manor (q.v.).
(The Buildings of England: Pevsner N: Staffordshire: London: 1974-: P.311)

2.2.

Archaeological and Historical Background

2.2.1.

The Malthouse lies between Wightwick Manor and the Old Manor, it is thought to be broadly contemporary
with the Old Manor building.

2.2.2.

Wightwick is recorded in Domesday as Wistewic – part of the Kings manor of Tettenhall Regis. Taking its name
from the ancient estate the Wightwick family became prosperous during the 15th century, first as farmers and
millers and latterly as lawyers, churchmen and scholars. Francis Wightwick was the last to occupy the estate
when it was leased to relations in 1659. In 1815 it was sold to the Hinckes family from whom it was bought by
Theodore Mander, a paint manufacturer in 1887. It was acquired by the National Trust in 1937.

2.2.3.

The Malthouse is presumed to date to the late 16th/ early 17th century. The earliest map to show the building
along with the stables and manor dates to 1767 (sic) ‘Map of The several farms and tenements and lands
belonging to John Wightwick Esq’. Subsequent maps all show the building as relatively unchanged in form.

2.2.4.

When the Manders acquired Wightwick in 1887 they retained the stables, old Manor and Malthouse which
were converted to a schoolroom. These earlier buildings were given Ruabon brick dressings and the walls were
rendered.
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2.2.5.

No archaeological survey has been carried out of the building to date.

2.3.

Proposals

2.3.1.

The Malthouse is being considered as a possible location for the display of a new collection – if this goes ahead
then it is possible that some structural alterations may be required.

2.3.2.

This study is therefore being commissioned at the earliest stage so that its findings can influence any decisions
made.

3.

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

3.1.

Aims
• Research the origin, history, construction and development of the Malthouse and to fully assess the
character, date and phasing of the building.
• Define any particular significances of the building either as a discrete individual structure or in its wider
context.
• Bring together the findings of present and previous archaeological and historical work into an accessible
narrative and analytical report explaining the buildings history and uses.
• To provide a sound, evidenced and accessible basis for which can be used to inform proposals for change and
future management.

4.

SCOPE OF WORK AND METHODOLOGY

4.1.

Historic Building Assessment

4.1.1.

An analysis of the building should be carried out to the equivalent of an English Heritage Level 3/4 survey.

4.1.2.

The process should include detailed documentary research and analysis of the character, date and significance
of the building

4.1.3.

A very limited number of survey drawings exist for the building, additional elevations and detailed drawings
may be considered necessary these should be agreed in advance or as the survey progresses with the NT
archaeologist.

4.1.4.

The survey drawings should be used to record structures, general elevations annotated to note the presence of
blockings, openings, whitewash, wall ties and other diagnostic features, noting brick and stone bond/s and
sizes.

4.1.5.

The survey drawings should be used to produce phased plans of the building.

5.

PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

5.1.1.

As part of the National Trust’s key strategy we are keen to promote and explain the work of the trust and as
such the contractor should be prepared to explain to members of the public the work they are undertaking and
reasons behind the work if necessary.
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6.

POST EXCAVATION AND REPORTING

6.1.
6.1.1.

Report
A formal report on the results of the historic building recording and assessment will be prepared within four
weeks of completion of the fieldwork.

6.1.2.

A draft copy of the report will be submitted to the National Trust West Midlands Archaeologist (Janine Young)
for comment prior to issue.

6.1.3.

The report will conform to Annex 2 of the Institute of Field Archaeologists Standard and Guidance for Historic
Building Appraisal and recording (IFA 2001B) and will include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

A non-technical summary (abstract)
Introductory statements and site background
The aims and methods adopted
Structural description
Documentary research
Illustrative material including maps, plans, sections, drawings and photographs as necessary.
A discussion and summary of the results, including a statement of significance and recommendations
An index of the contents and location of the archive

7.

PUBLICATION AND DISSEMINATION

7.1.1.

Three bound copies of the completed illustrated report should be sent to the National Trust, Attingham Park,
Shrewsbury, SY4 4TP.

7.1.2.

A full digital pdf copy should be emailed and provided on cd to the National Trust Archaeologist (Janine Young)

7.1.3.

A copy of any relevant spatial data, including trench locations, feature distribution and phase plans where
appropriate and registered to the National Grid, should also be sent to the National Trust Archaeologist (Janine
Young) in ESRI Shapefile format.

7.1.4.

If considered necessary, and with the agreement of the National Trust the archaeological contractor could
publish the findings of the watching brief at an appropriate level in the journal West Midlands Archaeology.

8.

ARCHIVE DEPOSITION

8.1.1.

The United Kingdom Institute for Conservation guidelines for the preparation of excavation archives for longterm storage (WALKER 1990) should be followed. With consent of the National Trust, arrangements for the
curation of the site archive will be agreed with the appropriate local museum

9.

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

9.1.1.

The archaeological contractor will produce a detailed WSI (written scheme of investigation) which should be
submitted and approved by the National Trust Archaeologist at least one week prior to commencement of any
works.

9.1.2.

The contractor will be fully responsible for developing and operating a safe system of working. A full site
specific Risk Assessment must be in place and approved by the National Trust prior to commencement of any
work.
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9.1.3.

The contractor will observe National Trust bye-laws at all times when on site. A full copy of this document will
be sent to the appointed Contractor, and should be signed and returned by them prior to the commencement
of work on site.

9.1.4.

The contractor will liaise fully with the Property Staff regarding access and agreed times of work on time.

9.1.5.

The contractor will note that the National Trust will retain copyright over all products from this investigation,
while fully acknowledging the originators rights of recognition.

9.1.6.

The project will be monitored by the National Trust Archaeologist (Janine Young) who may be contacted for
guidance during the course of site works. Any problems or unexpected discoveries should be reported
immediately

10.

INSURANCE AND HEALTH AND SAFETY

10.1.1. The contractor will carry public liability insurance to the value of not less than £2 million. Proof of this is
required prior to the commencement of any works on site.
10.1.2. The contractor will note that the National Trust will retain copyright over all products from this investigation,
while fully acknowledging the originators rights of recognition.

11.
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APPENDIX B: Written Scheme of Investigation (Tyler, 2014)

The Old Malt House, Wightwick Manor
Wolverhampton, West Midlands
Written Scheme of Investigation for an

Historic Building Assessment
1

INTRODUCTION

1.1

Background to Project

1.1.1

The following document represents a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) for a programme of Historic
Building Assessment to be undertaken in respect of the Old Malt House at Wightwick Manor, Wolverhampton,
West Midlands and has been prepared in response to a request from Ms Janine Young (NT Archaeological
Consultant, W Midlands Region) and in accordance with a Project Brief for Historic Building Assessment (Young,
2014).

1.2

The Site

1.2.1

Wightwick Manor is located c.4.5km east of Wolverhampton the city centre, as represented by St Peter’s
Square, on the eastern boundary of the suburban area; it is centred upon NGR SJ 8685 9850. The Manor
House is a substantial, Grade I listed late-Victorian structure, built in two phases by Theodore Mander to the
designs of the Liverpool architect Edward Ould between 1887-8 and 1893, set within 17 acres of gardens, the
latter largely the work of the Lancashire landscape architect Thomas ‘T.H.’ Mawson.

Wightwick Manor:
Old Malt House location (image ©Google Earth)

1.2.2

Immediately north-east of Mander’s house, lie the Old Manor House and, west of this, the Old Malt House
currently under consideration; the old manor house is late medieval in origin, though the surviving fabric is
substantially early 17th century in date while the Old Malt House is of late 16th/early 17th-century origin. The
buildings are first illustrated on a map of 1767 entitled ‘Map of several farms and tenements and lands
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1

belonging to John Wightwick Esq.’; both were restored by Ould at the time of the construction of the new
Manor House; the earlier buildings were updated with Ruabon brick mullioned windows and the Old Malt
House used as a school room (Ponder 1993, 40).
1.3

Designations

1.3.1

The Old Malt House is included on the List of Buildings of Special Architectural or Historical Interest as a Grade
2
II* listed building (LB ref.1208976), and lies within the Wightwick Bank Conservation Area.

WOLVERHAMPTON
SO89NE
895-1/4/182
29/07/50

WIGHTWICK BANK
(West side)

Old Malt House to N of Wightwick Manor
(Formerly Listed as: WIGHTWICK BANK, Wightwick Old Manor House (including adjoining barn))

GV II*
Former malthouse, now education centre. Late C16 or early C17; restored for Theodore Mander, late C19. Brick with red brick dressings;
tile roof. 2 storeys; 5-window range. Brick mullioned windows with cusped heads, mostly of 2 lights; signs of old window openings with
timber lintels; canopied entrance with wide-boarded door. Left return has large 5-light window with 2 transoms to 1st floor over bee boles
and entrance, with dovecote openings to left. Rear wing has return 1st floor entrance under gable with wide verges. Rear and right return
similar. INTERIOR: fruit room with panelling and shelves; darkroom with sink and sliding shutters; 1st floor has C19 fireplace and queen
post trusses. Restored as part of the setting of Wightwick Manor (q.v.). (The Buildings of England: Pevsner N: Staffordshire: London: 1974-:
P.311).
Wightwick Manor, Old Malt House: Statutory List Entry

3

1.3.2

The building is included on the Black Country Historic Environment Record (HER) reference 6495.

2

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

2.1

The general aim of the historic building assessment is to research the origin, history, construction and
development of the Malt House block and to assess its character date and phasing, to create a primary
archaeological record of the building, its structural and constructional features and its developmental history
so far as can be established from a non-intrusive survey

2.2

Specific objectives, defined at §.3.1 of the project brief, include:
• to define any particular significances of the building, either as a discrete individual structure or in its wider
context.
• to bring together the findings of present and previous archaeological and historical work into an accessible
narrative and analytical report explaining the buildings history and uses.
• to provide a sound, evidenced and accessible basis which can be used to inform proposals for change and
future management.

1
2
3

Wolverhampton Archives WALS MAP/273.
http://list.english-heritage.org.uk/resultsingle.aspx?uid=1208976
http://blackcountryhistory.org/collections/getrecord/WOHER_MBL752/
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3

METHODOLOGY

3.1

Documentary Research

3.1.1

A search will be made of all relevant and readily available published and unpublished documentary source
material, including historic maps, early photographs, drawings, paintings and written descriptions, and primary
and secondary sources related to the site held by the National Monuments Record (NMR), by the
Wolverhampton City Archives, the National Trust’s regional hub at Attingham Park, together with any relevant
archival materials stored at Wightwick itself. Standard on-line sources including The National Archives
www.a2a.org will also be consulted.

3.2

Structural Recording and Analysis
Drawn Record

3.2.1

The building survey will comprise an examination of the safely accessible areas of the Malt House range and the
preparation of plans, sections and principal exterior elevations sufficient to illustrate its dimensions, features
(including phase breaks, blocked features, former doorways etc.) and construction, phasing and development of
the building so far as practicable from a non-intrusive survey. It will be carried out to a level commensurate with
a ‘Level 3’ survey as defined by English Heritage in ‘Understanding Historic Buildings: A Guide to Good Recording
Practice’ (EH, 2006). Site drawings will be prepared at an appropriate scale in pencil on archivally stable drafting
film, measurements being obtained by a combination of taped measurement and hand-held laser (disto).
Photographic Record

3.2.2

To complement the drawn survey, a photographic record will be made comprising high resolution digital
photography using a Nikon D3000 DSLR camera (10MP), commensurate with a Level 3 record. Where practically
feasible, photographs will include graded photographic scales. A register of site photographs will be made
recording subject, orientation, date and photographer and will be presented with photo location plans.
Written Record

3.2.3

A written record will be maintained by way of annotations to site drawings and as free text to accompany the
drawn and photographic records, and will form the basis for the building description in the final report (see
below). This will extend to cover a summary of the building’s form and type, its function (historically and at
present), materials of construction, date and sequence of development so far as practicable from a non-intrusive
survey.

3.3

Fieldwork Timetable

3.3.1

Documentary research and field survey will be undertaken at a time and to a timetable to be agreed.

4

REPORTING

4.1

Report Format

4.1.1

Upon completion of the documentary research and fieldwork, the results of the historic building record and
assessment will be combined and presented in a fully illustrated, interpretive report, conforming to Annex 2 of
the IFAs Standard and Guidance for the Archaeological Investigation and Recording of Standing Buildings or
Structures and containing the following information:
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Text
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Non-technical summary
Introduction and site location
Aims and objectives
Methodology
Summary of documentary history
Systematic description of the building and its surviving/evidenced features
Discussion
Statement of significance
Detailed list of sources consulted

Illustrations
•
•

•

Appropriate illustrations including location plan and a selection of historic maps
Plans, elevations and cross-sections of buildings as appropriate to illustrate the appearance and
development of the buildings as apparent from historical sources and a non-intrusive examination of the
built fabric
A selection of colour plates

Appendices
•
•
•

Copy of this WSI
Register of project drawings
Register of project photographs

4.1.2

If deemed necessary/ appropriate, a summary report of the project (approved in advance by the Trust) will be
submitted for inclusion within the relevant Council for British Archaeology (CBA) journal, viz. South Midlands
Archaeology.

4.2

Reporting Timetable

4.2.1

A formal report will be prepared, normally within four weeks of the completion of site work. A draft copy of the
report will be submitted in digital format to the Trust’s Archaeological Consultant (Ms Janine Young) for
approval/review prior to final submission.

4.2.2

Further to approval, wire-bound copies of the final report will be forwarded to the Trust’s regional hub at
Attingham Park, together with digital copies in *.pdf format on CD.

5

STAFFING

5.1

Documentary research, site recording and report preparation will be undertaken by Mr. Ric Tyler MIfA.

6

ARCHIVING

6.1

Upon completion of work, a full project archive will be prepared in accordance with current best practice.
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7

PROFESSIONAL STANDARDS

7.1

The project will follow the requirements set down in the Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Desk-Based
Assessment (IfA, 2008a) and Standard and Guidance for the Archaeological Investigation and Recording of
Standing Buildings or Structures (IfA 2008b). Recording work will conform to guidelines set down by English
Heritage’s Understanding Historic Buildings: a guide to good recording practice (EH, 2006), the National Trust’s
Guidance Note on the Recording and Analysis of Historic Buildings (NT, 1998) and the Association of Local
Government Archaeological Officers’ Analysis and Recording for the Conservation and Control of Works to
Historic Buildings, (ALGAO 1997).

7.2

The Code of Conduct of the Institute for Archaeologists (IfA, 2010) will be adhered to at all times.

8

HEALTH AND SAFTEY

8.1

All current health and safety legislation, regulations and guidance will be complied with during the course of the
project.

9

REFERENCES
Association of Local Government Archaeological Officers (ALGAO), 1997. Analysis and Recording for the
Conservation and Control of Works to Historic Buildings.
DCLG, 2012. National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). London.
English Heritage, 2006. Understanding Historic Buildings: A Guide to Good Recording Practice.
IfA, 2008a. Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Desk-Based Assessment. University of Reading, IFA.
IfA, 2008b. Standard and Guidance for the Archaeological Investigation and Recording of Standing Buildings or
Structures. University of Reading, IFA.
IfA 2010. Code of Conduct. University of Reading, IFA.
National Trust, 1998. Guidance Note on the Recording and Analysis of Historic Buildings.
Ponder S, 1993. Wightwick Manor. NT property guide book
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Room [G2]; ? setting at NW corner
Room [G2]; blocked doorway to [G3]
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Room [F3]; head of inserted stair
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Room [F4]; stair rising to attic level
Room [F4] looking south-east
Room [F4], east wall
Room [F1]; FP to west wall
Room [F1] looking south
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Room [F1]; detail of c.1890 fireplace
Room [F1]; detail of c.1890 fireplace
Room [F1]; detail of c.1890 fireplace bressummer
Room [F1]; detail of c.1890 fireplace
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Room [F2], truss T4 (west end of tie)
Room [F2], truss T4 (west end of tie)
Room [F2], truss T4
Room [F2], truss T4
Room [F2], truss T5
Room [F2], truss T5
Room [F2], truss T5
Room [F2], truss T5 (west end of tie)
Room [F2], gable truss T6
Room [F2], gable truss T6 (east end)
Room [F2], gable truss T6 (west end)
Room [F2], gable truss T6
Room [F2], gable truss T6; inserted brick pier and brace
Room [F2], truss T4 from gallery
Room [F2], truss T4 from gallery
Western block, west elevation, roof scar
Western block, west elevation, roof scar
Western block, west elevation, window [w4] and blocked (?)vent
Room [F4], east wall
Room [F4], east wall
Room [F4], east wall
Room [S1], SJ at meeting of west block and main range
South elevation of main range; bee boles
Room [G5] looking SW
Room [G5] looking east
Room [G5] looking west
Room [G5]; detail of brick bench to west wall
Room [G5] recessed blocking to east wall
Exterior butt joint at meeting of western block and main range
Western block, north elevation; detail of nesting boxes
Room [F4], east wall with blocked pitching hatch
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Appendix D: Register of Project Photographs

