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SUMMARY
Birmingham Archaeology was commissioned by Applied Geosciences, acting on behalf of the
University of Warwick, to undertake an archaeological watching brief in respect of a proposed
residential development at Bluebell Residences, University of Warwick (NGR SP 301 755).
The watching brief look place during the excavation of geotechnical test pits by a JCB fitted with
a toothless ditching bucket. The site work was undertaken on 2 nd to 3 rd February 2009.
No archaeological features, structures, deposits or horizons were identified during the course of
the groundworks. No artefactual material predating the modern period was recovered. The area
covered by the test pits has been landscaped and the original groun d level has been built up
with over 1m of redeposited natural derived from the building of the halls of residence in the
1960's.
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1

INTRODUCTION

1.1.1

Birmingham Archaeology was commissioned by the University of Warwick to
undertake an archaeological watching brief during the geotechnical test pitting prior
to development at Bluebell residences, University of Warwick (hereinafter referred to
as the site).

1.1.2

This report outlines the results of the watching brief carried out on 2 nd to 3 rd
February 2009, and has been prepared in accordance a Written Scheme of
Investigation (Birmingham Archaeology 2009) which was approved by the Local
Planning Authority prior to implementation in accordance with guidelines laid down in
Planning Policy Guidance Note 16 (DoE 1990). The project conformed to the Institute
for Archaeologists Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Watching Briefs (IFA
2001).

2

LOCATION AND GEOLOGY

2.1.1

The site is located to the southeast of Warwick University campus, and to the
northwest of Tocil Wood (SMR 4592). To the southwest the site is bounded by Gibbet
Hill, while to the northwest and southeast it is bounded by the Rootes residential
buildings and the Tocil Ponds respectively. The site is centred on NGR SP 301 755
(Fig 1).

2.1.2

The underlying geology of the area is Carboniferous mudstone of the Tile Hill
Mudstone formation, inter-layered with sandstone deposits, with alluvial deposits
present throughout (British Geological Survey 1984).

2.1.3

The present character of the site is 3.3 hectares of well maintained lawn, with a car
park bounding both the southeast and northwest ends, and a pathway running
southeast to northwest through the middle. A tennis court is also situated directly to
the northeast of the path. The ground generally slopes down from the northwest to
the southeast towards Canley Brook and the Tocil ponds.

3

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

3.1.1

The principal aim of the watching brief was to record any archaeological features,
structures, deposits, or horizons exposed during intrusive groundworks across the
site.

3.1.2

More specific aims were to:

• Assess the possible presence or absence, location, extent, survival, quality,
significance and date of any archaeological remains within the study area.

•

Assess the impact of development on the archaeological remains.
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ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

4.1.1

An archaeological desk based assessment has already been carried out for the site
and will not be repeated in full here (McNichol 2008). This assessment showed the
site to have been agricultural fields from the medieval period until the university was
built in 1965 (Fig.2). There are several indications for multi-period archaeology in
and around the site which have only been partially recorded. The presence of a
palaeochannel was recorded in 2006 in fields to the north of the site, which dated to
the Iron Age (Bain and Ramsay 2006).

5

METHODOLOGY

5.1.1

Groundworks comprised the excavation of 12 geotechnical test pits with a toothless
ditching bucket. This was monitored by a suitably qualified archaeologist and
complemented with the salvage recording of any archaeological deposits and
features revealed during works.

5.1.2

All stratigraphic sequences were recorded, even where no archaeology was present.
Features were planned at a scale of [1:20 or 1:50], and sections were drawn of all
cut features and significant vertical stratigraphy at a scale of 1:20. A comprehensive
w ritten record was maintained using a continuous numbered context system on proforma cards. Written records and scale plans were supplemented by photographs
using black and white monochrome, colour slide and digital photography.

5.1.3

The full site archive includes all artefactual remains recovered from the site. The site
archive will be prepared according to guidelines set down in Appendix 3 of the
Management of Archaeology Projects (English Heritage, 1991), the Guidelines for the
Preparation of Excavation Archives for Long-term Storage (UKIC, 1990) and
Standards in the Museum Care of Archaeological collections (Museum and Art
Galleries Commission, 1992). The paper archive will be deposited with the
appropriate repository subject to permission from the landowner.

6

RESULTS

1.1.1.

The natural geology [1000], consisting of red brown clay silt, was identified at a
maximum depth of 2.00m below current ground level. As the deposits across the site
were very similar, a summary of the thicknesses of the deposits can be found in
Table 1, Appendix 2.

1.1.2.

In Field 1 test pits towards the northwest (1, 2, 3, and 9) had a maximum depth of
1.00m of overburden which was derived from building waste [1001] (Fig 3). This
building waste was primarily composed of red brown clay silt mixed with fragments
of brick, concrete, metal and plastic. This had been deposited directly over mid brown buried topsoil which contained semi decomposed grass and straw fragments
[1002] (Plate 1). This material was found in all the test pits to varying thicknesses.

1.1.3.

The test pits in field 2 (4, 5, 6, 7, 8) were excavated through a clearly defined area
of made ground which stood at least 1m proud of the footpath that divides Fields 1
and 2 (Plate 2). Up to 1.40m of building waste deposit [1002] overlay the topsoil in
this area.

Birmingham Archaeology

2

PN: 1904
Blue bell Residences, Warwick University
Archae ological Watching Brief, 2009

7

CONCLUSION

7.1.1

Despite the potential of the development site, the watching brief identified no
archaeological remains within the area. The sample area has revealed that the
original topsoil still exists and is buried beneath a layer of modern overburden, which
ranges in depth between 0.40m and 1.50m. The depth of material suggests that the
natural slope of the land is from northwest to southeast in common with the
remainder of the surrounding topography. The site has been landscaped to level the
land as it slopes down towards the Tocil Ponds. It is possible that archaeological
features may survive beneath this buried topsoil although no features were identified
during the watching brief.

7.1.2

The potential for archaeological disturbance as part of the proposed development is
limited to the ground below the buried topsoil. The depth of overburden across the
site is in excess of c 1m in the case of the majority of the trenches. There is a strong
suggestion that only the deeper foundations or service runs, or any scheme involving
large-scale earth movement or landscaping in any proposed development would
impact upon potential levels of archaeological remains.

7.1.3

It is suggested that any mitigation strategy developed for the site should focus on
the building plots as these would be the only areas of potential archaeology likely to
be affected by the proposed development. Any developments in the area outside the
building plots are unlikely to impact upon the archaeological remains.
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Appendix 2: Test pit table
Test Pit No.
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12

Depth to
natural 1000
0.60m
1.00m
1.45m
0.60m
0.80m
1.20m
2.00m
0.40m
1.20m
1.50m
1.70m
1.60m

Building waste
1001
0.40m
0.50m
1.20m
0.60m
0.40m
1.20m
1.40m
0.40m
1.00m
1.20m
1.50m
1.50m

Buried topsoil
1002
0.20m
0.50m
0.25m
0.40m
0.60m
0.20m
0.30m
0.20m
0.10m

Table 1: Test pit summaries
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Plate 1: Test pit 4 showing buried topsoil

Plate 2: Field 2 showing altered ground level
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