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ART. VII.—Remains at Hugill, near Windermere. By T.
WILSON, Secretary to the Society.
Visited by the Society, July 8th, 1881.
N company with Mr. Joseph Robinson, of Maryport, I
visited the site of the supposed ancient British village
at Hugill, near Windermere. It lies on the south slope of
Hugill Fell, about eight hundred feet above the sea level,
and a quarter of a mile from High House, Hugill, in the
parish of Kendal. An ancient bridle road from Troutbeck
into Kentmere passes close by, on the south side; and traces
of the Roman road may also be found, pointing to Ill Bell
and High Street. The site of the village is well chosen,
and of much strategetic importance, overlooking an extensive range of country to the south and west, and affording
an alternative means of retreat to the rear, by either of the
valleys of Troutbeck or Kentmere, to the inaccessible
mountain district beyond. The immediate vicinity is well
watered, a large tarn still exists at no great distance, and
others in the immediate vicinity have been drained in the
process of cultivation, but were within living memory full
of large coarse fish, and frequented by wild fowl.
The site is now enclosed by a dry stone wall. From a
distance the ground seems covered with stones and boulders
lying here and there without any appearance of order. On
a nearer inspection, however, we find a large outer circle
containing a number of smaller circles, and other enclosures.* The outer circle or boundary is irregular, but welldefined, especially towards the north-east, where the foundations are very distinct, and in good preservation. They

I

* For a description of similar enclosures, and for ground plans of similar circles,
—see article entitled " Ancient Circular Habitations," by the Hon. W. O. Stanley,
M,P., F.S.A., in the Archœological journal, vol. 26, pp. 301-323.
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are formed of two parallel rows of large unhewn stones or
boulders, about four feet apart. The space between the
inner and outer foundations has been filled in with smaller
stones and earth, and thus forms a strong defensive work.
A trench dug here showed that the boulder foundaticn was
sunk about eighteen inches below the surface, and rested
on a hard gravelly subsoil. To the west the present stone
fence has been built on a portion of the circle, and the
old foundation has evidently been removed. Towards the
south and south-east there is a considerable declivity, and
here the circle is broken, though a considerable heap of
stones at the foot of the hill seems to incline one to think
that they once formed a portion of the wall. The diameter
of this outer enclosure is ninety-six paces, or about two hundred and ninety feet : it has been divided by a stone wall
into what may be called an inner and an outer bailey. The
foundations of this wall are still well defined, and run in a
curved direction from the east towards the south-west.
The southern side of this division is nearly clear of stone
foundations, whilst the north side, or the inner bailey,
contains five well-defined circles, and a number of irregular
heaps, apparently the ruins of other stone circles. The
first of the small or inner stone circles that we examined
is the one on the north-east. It does not touch the outer
circle, but stands quite clear, and is about twenty-four feet
in diameter. In the centre, sunk in the ground, was a rude
platform or plinth formed of large stones, near which a large
boulder was lying on its side, but which had evidently at
some time stood upright on the plinth. We dug below the
foundation of this platform, but there was no reward for our
labours. The large boulder was also examined, expecting
to find cupmarkings, as at Great Salkeld and Maughanby, but the stone was very much weather-worn,
and no marks were visible." Leaving this circle we
* At the Society's visit, Dr. Taylor carefully examined this stone, and he found
one instance of a cupmark.
proceeded
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proceeded to the next and largest in the enclosure—it
is fifty-six feet in diameter, well-defined, and touches
the outer walls. Exactly in the centre was a small
stone boulder, which we lifted, and then dug a trench about
six yards long and eighteen inches deep. We found no
traces of any remains, the ground having evidently never
been before disturbed. The remaining circles on the west
side we also tried, but without any results : some of the
boundary stones have been disturbed, and are not in situ,
and may have been used in building the modern stone
fences. On the south-west side the stones are laying in
confused heaps, and may be the ruins of stone huts. A
thorough examination failed to disclose any signs of the
marks of work tools of any description, the stones having
been used just as picked up from the neighbouring fells, but
the foundations of the circles were laid with the greatest
regularity. After our examination was finished, we went
on to the hill behind, thinking we might be able to discern
mounds or tumuli where the inhabitants of such a village
might bury their dead, but these we failed to discover;
though there are a great many traces of other circles and
foundations, partly of a similar character to the one described, though less perfect.
On a subsequent visit with an efficient excavating party,
one of the best defined circles on the west side of the enclosure was subjected to a more systematic examination.
On lifting the sods the area was found filled up with a
number of large stones, laying in heaps, and levelled up
with earth. These were cleared away, and at a depth of
about eighteen inches there was a thin layer of lightcoloured clayey soil extending all over the surface of the
interior of the circle, and slanting towards what had apparently been the doorway. In this clayey soil, which we
took to have been a rough description of flooring, and just
within the entrance, we found a number of calcined stones
and some charcoal. Beneath this flooring was the hard
sammel, which we did not examine.
This
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This camp has evidently been a place of importance. It
does not figure in Mr. Clifton Ward's list, nor is it shown
on the Ordnance Plan, and has never been described by
any experts; yet it is well worth a visit, and deserves to
be recorded.
The following is an account of the Society's visit to the
the settlement, compiled mainly from the Westmorland
Gazette :The casual observer would have noticed little beside a quantity of
greyish stones and boulders lying in rough lines and heaps over about
half an acre of ground. To the archæologist there was a history to
these rough stones, and, mounting on one of the heaps, Mr. Ferguson
gave that history very briefly. He said that some little time ago Mr.
Addison, the owner of the estate, had drawn the attention of Mr.
Wilson. the secretary, to a peculiarity in the distribution of these
stones, and an excursion had been made by Mr. Wilson, Mr. Braithwaite, himself, and other members of the Society. They had scraped
away the turf and soil, and found traces of some regularly-built walls
of circular form, distributed over the enclosure where they were
standing. Through the kindness of the borough surveyor of Kendal,
Mr. Banks, a most carefully drawn plan had been made of the site,
and the plan was passed round for inspection. By its aid the stone
formations referred to were readily recognised. Mr. Ferguson went
on to say that " at some former time there had been a stone wall
running completely round the enclosure, and it was very nearly
defined by the present walls of the field. Inside that enclosure they
found several circles which had been originally hut circles. There
were four small ones together, four other large ones, and a very large
one, 56 feet in diameter, while the others were from 12 feet to i8 feet.
These hut circles very much resembled those found in Ireland and
the western isles of Scotland ; and called ` raths ' and ` cashels.'
The huts were what were called bee-hive huts, and in some places
were standing more or less perfect, but here they had been thrown
down, and the stones used to make the fences which they saw round
the field. He did not pretend to be able to explain all the traces of
walls which they saw ; probably some of them were kraals for keeping
cattle in. Mr. Joseph Anderson's new book gave an interesting
account of some similar remains,* which were supposed to be those
* "Scotland in Early Christian Times; Lecture IlI."

of
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of early Christian churches. At Hugill these huts must have existed
before any Christianity had reached this country. These huts were
generally found within reach of water ; and formerly, he was told,
there was an excellent spring in the next field, and there were two or
three tarns close to this place, now drained, but which in living
memory swarmed with coarse fish and wild fowl. There were some
similar remains at Barnscar, near Devock Water, in Cumberland, but
they were nothing like so clear as these ; some near Coniston covered
a larger area, but he did not think they were so clearly defined. There
were also traces of a British settlement at Crosby Ravensworth, and
accounts of several similar places were to be found in the proceedings
of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, for instance, in the 3rd
volume, Ist series, which gives accounts of beehive huts in Harris,
Lewis, Uig, &c., with plans and sketches. On a previous visit he and
Mr. Wilson dug away the earth with a view to finding traces of animal
life such as bones, &c. About eighteen inches below the surface a
clay flooring of uneven surface was reached, and here some remains of
vegetable charcoal were discovered, and many stones which had been
subjected to the action of fire. By clearing away the ruinated or upper
parts of the walls, the lower courses were seen to be regularly built,
but without mortar."
The site of these huts at Hugill is a sort of natural hollow or
basin somewhat protected to the north, but open to the south, and
commanding a most extensive prospect of Westmorland scenery.
As the party were leaving, Dr. Taylor examined one of the larger
stones at present lying on its side, but which, judging from the
platform of stones underneath, must at one time have been standing
upright, and he at once found a cup-mark exactly like what he had
noticed at other similar places, and suggested that before the description of the place was published, the stone should be turned over and
carefully examined for further markings.

tcwaas_001_1883_vol6_0009

