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ART. X.—The Bloomeries of High Furness.
T. ELLWOOD, B.A., Rector of Torver.

By the REV.

Read at Foxfield, Sep. 26th, 1884.
THE name " Bloomery" seems to have been applied
ori-ginally to the rude methods that the Romans and the
early English used to extract the iron from the ore by
means of charcoal. The word* appears to be of AngloSaxon derivation, as bloom seems in this connection to be
applied to lumps of iron, though having reference probably
to the bloom or brightness of iron when in a state of fusion ;
hence its connection with bloom as applied to the brightness of a flower. Its original application is still preserved,
inasmuch as large lumps of iron, when first smelted, are
still known by the name of blooms. The Roman Bloomeries appear, from what is recorded on the subject, to have
been generally situated in a narrow gorge, through which
the wind rushed with great rapidity : thus a small quantity
of iron was extracted from the richer ores in a furnace
fanned by the natural force of the wind. A Bloomery
consisted of a low cupola of stone, pierced with holes for
admitting the wind : these holes could be opened or closed
when the furnace was in operation, so• as to regulate the
force of the flame.
The heaps of scoriæ that .indicate the remains of the
Bloomeries, to which I shall more immediately refer, are all
situated upon the western margin of Coniston Lake, in the
parishes of Coniston and Torver. They are four, or including one not far distant, but a little inland, five in number ;
by taking a larger radius amongst the Furness fells, many
The name Bloomery has, I think, been originally derived from " blow," or
some cognate word (the Anglo-Saxon verb is blowan, to blow), and connects the
idea of a Bloomery with the blowing or blast employed to fan the flame for smelting the ore.

more
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more might doubtless be instanced, for there are at least
two or three in Blawith, three in Woodland, and one, a
remarkable one, on the ridge of Dunnerdale, where it descends towards the Duddon ; one at least in Kirkby, and
others in Ulpha : yet the five that I have named, as they
are in my own more immediate vicinity, and as I have examined them and collected from them for many years, are
those upon which I shall more immediately ground what
I have to say. There are very abundant remains of scoriæ
to be found near where a stream called Moor Ghyll enters
the lake from Torver Common. No position could have
been more suited to what are said to have been the requirements of a Roman Bloomery than Moor Ghyll. It
is a stream flowing through a very steep rocky gorge
cutting deeply into Torver Common, and the frequent
falls and rapids in its course, might at a later time
supply the requisite water power, supposing an artificial
fan blast ever to have been used. The waters of the lake
are very deep near to where this stream enters it. With
one exception, all the heaps of scori have their position
upon the margin of the lake at places where deep water
comes up nearly to the edge. The object of placing them
there may have been to secure greater facility for water
carriage. They are not only near deep water, but also in
positions favourable for securing a ready access to what
may be termed the water way of Coniston Lake. It was
the track used by the copper boats ere that route
was superseded by the Furness Railway, and has its
two termini—the higher at Coniston Old Hall, the lower
at Nibthwaite. Another Bloomery has existed in or near
a field called Napping Tree, somewhat higher up the lake.
The scoriæ of this Bloomery, judging from what I have
collected at various times, seem to contain the greatest
percentage of iron of any of the Bloomeries. The position of the field at Napping Tree is remarkable. It is an
isolated field, formed by a rectangular clearing in the
wood.
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wood. Three of its sides are formed by the wood, and the
fourth bounded by the lake. It is very likely to have been
a clearing originally formed by a Bloomery. The approaches to it through the wood are so steep and narrow
as to be almost impracticable for a conveyance, and I
should judge that the approach to it must have been
by the water-way of the lake. Another very large mound,
formed chiefly of the remains of a Bloomery, and which
I have had photographed last week by Mr. Lund, purposely that I might show it to you in illustration of the
subject, is situated in a field called the Spring, near to
Coniston Old Hall. The field adjoins the ancient deer
park on the one side, and upon the other is bounded by
Coniston Lake. As usual, it is near a stream, the stream
in this case forming the boundary between Torver and
Coniston. It is somewhat elliptical in shape, composed
almost entirely of scori, covered in some places very
deeply with earth, the gradual accretions of the centuries which have elapsed since its first formation. The
hillock so formed is about 5o yards in length, 27 in
breadth, 123 yards in circumference, and three or four
yards in height at the highest part. I think it owes its
formation entirely to this scoriæ, for all the rest of the
field is level, and, excepting the earth deposited upon the
top of it, the scori exists in a great measure down to the
general level of the field. The only note of time that
can be given is in the trees growing upon it, and these
have embedded their roots deeply into the soil upon the
top. The trees, some of which are oaks large and fullsized, have evidently grown there after the time the scori
was first deposited. Not far from this, and quite close to
the margin of the lake, are the remains of another Bloomery, still more deeply embedded in the earth, and quite
overgrown by large and lofty trees. It is a part of the
ancient deer park of the Le Flemings, which adjoins
Coniston Hall, and the trees growing above it seem to be
co-eval
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co-eval with the other trees generally to be found in
the park. The Bloomery has therefore existed long anterior to the formation of the deer park.
Such are the remains of the Bloomeries formerly existing
on the western shore of the lake of Coniston. Large
masses of iron scoriæ, covered in many cases by earth,
evidently the gradual accumulation of centuries, but
affording no note of time, except by the oaks and other
lofty trees by which they are overgrown, or by the pieces
of scori
which have been rolled and frayed upon the
pebbly shores of the lake, until they are themselves
rounded almost like pebbles, and so changed by the action
of the water as hardly to be recognisable as iron at all.
Nor, so far as I can learn, is there documentary testimony to their origin and history much more satisfactory.
West, though he speaks fully and definitely about the
Bloomsmithies of Hawkshead and Colton, is almost
altogether silent about these. Speaking of the aboriginal
colonists of Furness, he says :The improvement of Low Furness must soon have made way for the
important discovery of iron ore. The soil in many places is tinged
with this mineral, and the rocks show it by their purpled appearance.
It is sufficiently evident, that iron has anciently been made in High
Furness, from the remains of Bloomeries which are frequently discovered. The ore has been carried to where the wood was charred,
and large cakes of the metal yet remain on the sites of some of the
Bloomeries.

This, judging from the context, refers to a period very
long anterior to the origin of Furness Abbey, and though
the Bloomeries of Colton and Hawkshead can be traced
down to much later times, there is not one word of
a corresponding history of the Bloomeries in Coniston
and Torver. Our Torver charters, and other parochial
documents go back to Elizabeth and Henry VIII., yet
I cannot find in them any mention of the Bloomeries.
When engaged on this paper, I wrote to George E. Moser,
Esq., of Kendal, the steward for the Le Flemings, in the
Manor
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Manor of Coniston, inquiring whether anything was stated
about the Bloomeries in the records of the manor. He
replies that he can find no mention whatever of Bloomeries
in the manor books of Coniston, neither is the subject mentioned by Watkins on Copyholds in the Digests. Situated
as two of these Bloomeries are, one within the ancient deer
park of the Le Flemings, and the other upon the manor farm
both quite close to Coniston Hall, they would not, I think,
have been worked in the time of the Le Flemings, without
some note of the fact being found in the archives of the
manor. Failing this, the most natural conclusion seems
to be that they are Roman, or very early English. There
is said to be positive evidence that the Romans did work
the Coniston Copper Mines. It cannot, therefore, be
deemed at all unlikely that the Romans, and afterwards
the early English, were the originators and workers of
the Bloomeries as well.*
There is much more definite information to be found in
dealing with the Hawkshead Bloomsmithies or Forges.
West says, in an express reference to them, that formerly
the Abbot of Furness had the sole management and profit
of the iron mines, and the exclusive power of making iron
for the use of his tenants, and for exportation. There
were formerly three of these iron Bloomsmithies or Forges
within the manor of Hawkshead, in High Furness. The
tenants complained that their wood was being destroyed
by the unceasing use of charcoal, and that the same process deprived them of their " proper fewell for the
maintenance of their hedges," and " the yearly use to fell
and cutt slender wood, and to shed, lop, crop, top, and
browse all other woods and trees." Therefore in the
' That the remains of Roman Bloomeries are to be found in England is well
known. The rude process of these Bloomeries left so much iron in the cinders,
that those in the Forest of Dean furnished the chief supply of ore to 20 Furnaces
for between 200 and 30o years. Iron was produced in Britain before the time of
the Romans, for Csar says :—De Bel. Gal. Lib. v. Cap. 12. Utuntur aut aere,
aut taleis ferreis, ad certum pondus examinatis, pro nummo. Nascitur ibi in
maritimis regionibus ferrum; sed ejus exigua est copia.

seventh
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seventh year of the reign of Queen Elizabeth, 1565, the
Bloomsmithies or Forges were suppressed on the tenants
of the manor agreeing amongst themselves to pay the
annual rent of £20. The amount was assessed rateably
over the various properties, and this was the origin of
Bloomsmithy rents, which are found mentioned in most
old deeds relating to the Manor of Hawkshead. The
Duke of Buccleuch, a few years ago, gave the tenants
the option of buying them in. All took advantage
of the concession, and they are now extinguished. This
old custom to shed, lop, crop, top, and browse cattle
upon the tender shoots of trees, is still kept up in High
Furness. It is a very needful provision for cattle in hard
winters, though in use in some measure every winter, and
the ash and the holly are the trees most in request on this
behalf. This Bloomsmithy rent seems to have been payable annually, at the feasts of the Annunciation of the
Virgin Mary and St. Michael the Archangel. It is mentioned in a survey of the lordship or manor of Furness,
taken in the year 1649, where it is termed wood rent or
Bloomsmithy rent. It is specified in two annual portions—one of £4 6s. 4½d., the other L'15 15s. 4d. This
decree of Elizabeth doubtless in some measure abolished
the Bloomsmithies* or Forges. We have a reminiscence of
them in old buildings at Coniston, still retaining the name
* Since the above was in type, I have, through the kindness of Mr. R. Bownass,
seen a valuable paper upon the Bloomeries of Rossendale, in East Lancashire, by
James Kerr, Esq., which appeared in the Transactions of the Historic Society of
Lancashire and Cheshire, 1872. Mr. Kerr, shows, I think, satisfactorily, that
when the Bloomeries were by this decree of Elizabeth, abolished in Furness,
Bloomeries were (about 1565) established in the Forest of Rossendale, and the
Low Furness red h æ matite ore, which had hitherto been smelted in High Furness,
was afterwards conveyed from Ulverston to Preston by water, and thence to the
Bloomeries in Rossendale by pack saddle horses. Mr. Kerr has investigated
the remains of four such Bloomeries in Rossendale. He infers that the iron used
in those Rossendale Bloomeries came from Low Furness, because the slag shows
the original ore to have been of a purer and richer character than that found in
the more immediate neighbourhood of Rossendale, and because " the red ore scori from the old Bloomeries of Coniston is found, on comparison, to he identical
in character with that found on the sites of those in Rossendale." Judging from
the scori, Mr. Kerr thinks the Rossendale Bloomeries are about 30o years old,
and they continued in use until the close of the reign of Elizabeth (1603) that
is for a period of between 40 and 5o years.

of
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of " The Forge," though unconnected with the manufacture of iron within living memory. The name is also
applied in other parts of Furness. At Backbarrow and
at Newland' , near Ulverstone, are charcoal forges, the
latter, so far as I know, still in operation, the sole relic in
England of times past, when charcoal was the only fuel
employed. And at Duddon Bridge is still standing a
charcoal blast furnace, which was in operation as recently
as 12 or 13 years ago, and was with the exception of the
two I have just named, the last in use in Great Britain.
This furnace was in existence in the year 1745 (being
marked on the maps of that date), and probably for many
years previously. It originally belonged to the family of
Lathom, of Broughton-in-Furness, from which it passed
early in the present century, to the firm of Harrison,
Ainslie & Co., to whom it yet belongs. Mr. BarlowMassicks still possesses a pig of this iron, branded D 1783.
It is noteworthy that these Bloomeries have left their
traces in some of the names of Furness. Furness has
been, and still is, by some writers said to derive its name
from those forges. This, however probable at first sight,
must now, I think, be given up. The original monks of
Furness would seem to have had their parent monastery
at Vornes, in Flanders, and hence brought their name.
The Ashburners, however, were, I should think, originally
so called from their occupation in ash or charcoal burning.
Ashlack Hall, in Kirkby, has, according to Mr. Jackson,
who visited and examined the place, been the seat of an
extensive Bloomery, and its name, I think, marks the circumstance. Cinder Beck, and Cinder Hill, Cinder Barrow
near Kendal, and Cinder Nab on Windermere are, as
proper names, applied to places where heaps of iron
scoriæ are found ; while the Forge is in more instances
* This Newland Bloomery or Forge stands within a very few miles of the
unrivalled steel works of Barrow-in-Furness, and thus in Furness we have brought
almost into juxta position the most ancient and the most modern method of extracting the iron from the ore.
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than one applied to buildings which have had no connection whatever for generations with the manufacture of
iron, and which yet doubtless by their name, and also
by the remains of slag near them mark the sites where
anciently the Bloomsmithies were to be found. In conclusion, I must express my regret at the scanty amount
of information I have been able to collect upon the
subject. The remains of the Bloomeries are certainly
very much more abundant than any evidence I can make
available about their origin, and I can only say by way of
apology, that scanty though my records are, it is not
because the matter has been hastily taken up or lightly
thought of, for I have lived in the immediate vicinity of
those ancient Bloomeries, and tried to obtain information
about them for more than twenty years.

NOTE BY THE EDITOR :-A paper on Ancient Blonmeries in Yorkshire, by Louis C. M. Miall, is in The Yorkshire Archæological and
Topographical Journal, vol. i., p. 100. The writer assigns the Yorkshire
Bloomeries to a date not much beyond the Civil Wars. But the High
Furness heap of scoriæ show signs of age. which are wanting in the
Yorkshire ones. Coins and pottery should be carefully looked for.

tcwaas_001_1886_vol8_0013

