ART. V I.— Extracts from the Vestry Book of All Saints',
Cockermouth. By the Rev. W. F. GILLBANKS, Rector
of Orton, Cumberland.
Communicated at Kendal, Sept. 8th, 1886.
HE following extracts are from a MS. book belonging
to All Saint's church, Cockermouth, and entitled " No.
io, Cockermouth's Vestry Book, 1740." The first entry
is regarding " ye money belonging to this Church Stock "
which seems to have been lent out without consent of the
parish vestry, the bulk of it consisted of monies bequeathed
in charity to the township &c. The signatories below are
Thos. Jefferson, minister, and three churchwardens, followed by four overseers and 14 parishioners.

T

(2). In a notice of July 3rd, 1741. The church is called
a ` Parochial Chappel ' and it was not until recently that
it was separated as a distinct parish from the mother parish
and church of Brigham. This notice speaks of the outgoing churchwardens as :
Refusing to give up their accounts particularly with relation to the
charge of building of twenty seats in the sd church or chappel windows and the money they received or might receive on the sale
thereof,

and an order is made by the vestry upon which a proctor
in the Consistory court of Lancaster should proceed.
Cockermouth and several other neighbouring parishes
were till 1856 in the diocese of Chester.
(3). Is a printed insertion, to be read in church, being a
notice :
That whereas Thomas Potter and John Jackson have applyed for and
obtained a citacion to all and singular the parishioners of the Ch. or
Parochl Chapl of C. &c., from William Stratford, Doctor of Laws and
Comisary of the Archdeaconry of Richmond, to show cause at the
Conistory
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Consistory court of Lancaster on Wednesday next why a license or
faculty should not be granted to them to erect four new seats in the
(front gallery of the said church before the seats of Mr. John Langton
and Mr. 'Thomas France proprietors of the said front gallery seats as
the same now stand which were allotted about 30 years ago when the
said church was rebuilt at the great expense of the said parishioner
and wh have been ever since been peaceably enjoyed and wherea
the said process has been read in the said church and intimates that
the said 'Thomas Potter and John Jackson as Proprietors of two
spacious houses in Cockermouth, should build and enjoy to their own
use and benefit the two front seats so to be erected and they to have
power to sell and dispose of the other two seats also intended to adjoin
and be erected behind them, and to take and receive the money
arising thereby to their own private use and whereas such intended
erections will not only greatly deface and deform the beauty and
uniformity of the said church but also be of great damage and injury
to many of the Parishioners in the enjoyment of their seats. These
&c., are to give notice of a vestry &c., duly published July 5, 1741,
by me Thos. Jefferson, Curate.

" The front gallery " is called below " the west end " in
the protest.
(41. Extract :
We in vestry &c., do protest against such citacion &c., and we do
order consent and agree &c., that all and all manner of Prosecution
for errecting such new seats shall be defended by the said Parish so
that the beautifull situation of the seats therein may stand and remain
as they now are, and whereas the said T. P., and J. J., and also
Richard Leyburn and Edmund Pearson Ch. or Chlwardens last year
errected twenty seats which will hold three a piece by some license
or faculty from the sd comisy and have retained four of the best seats
severally to each of their own use wch are worth and might be sold
for five pounds a piece and utterly refuse to produce the faculty or to
give any account of the charge of building the said seats or what
sold for, we do further protest against such unjust behaviour and
order that they be proceeded against according to Law &c., and we
do order John Winder and Isaac Beck to be agents and managers for
the parish.

After 35 signatures, including those of two ladies, Mr.
Jefferson signing speaks of " a full vestry none refusing."
(5.)
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(5).

We find the expences of the action cost the parish
6 which was paid by a " Church Sess " of 3d in
pound.

£22 i

(6). The people of Seetmurthy object successfully against
their proportion of the cost of repairing the church causeway.
(7). This entry is about the loan of Doo of money belonging to the poor of the parish, to two Smithsons at
gd in the pound.
(8). Dated 8th July, 1746. The minister and churchwardens meet to select a site for a poorhouse.
(9). Is an announcement of receipt from the recalcitrant
churchwardens of 1740 (Potter, Jackson, Pearson, Leyburn), of £1 19 o surplusage parish money remaining in
their hands from 1740 to 46, and likewise the sum of four
pounds four shillings as awarded by the said Mr. Jefferson,
and Mr. Ritson referees legally chosen &c.
(10). The poor house to be the site of:
a certain house and dy houses the property of Joseph Wain, Elizabeth Wain, and Ann Wain, Widdow, an Inclosure adjacent belonging
to John Brougham, gent, &c., &c. The premises to be conveyed to
the minister, overseers, and Chwardens, and their successors in
trust.

(io). Mr. Rain's opinion on Peil's charity is to be taken
June 24, 1748.
(II). Nov. 17th. 1749. It is agreed on that the Church should be
inlargd according to one of the plans offerd to the minister and church(12)Inpuwardens
rsacetoigvnSudaylst,wehMinrCucadesVtryhnPdoagethCurcsoldbefatnhusidwteahnisdtegahoulbpinrthsweouandy20Fb,1756
at the next vestry.

(13) Dec. 28, 1757. They agree to enlarge the Poorhouse,
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house, to call in " Notes " and to repair the `led ' of the
church steeple (towers were so-called) &c.
(14). The vestry agree that as through a bond they can't
immediately recover, they can't pay Jonathan Pott's bill for
enlarging the Poorhouse, they therefore do agree that the
35 which belongs to the master of the Free Grammar
School may be applied to paying off the above till the bond
be got to replace it, and that the town to pay Mr. Fisher
in the meantime at the rate of 4 per cent.
So they lend the Rev. Mr. Daniel Fisher the £100 left
by the late Reverend Mr. Thomas Leather for the use of
six poor widows or six single women of this parish, the
interest to be paid quarterly.
(15). Pursuant to notice given on Sunday last for a vestry &c.,
the Chwardens books were passed and the following orders were
made :
Ordered that the bread be bought by the Chwardens for the co
m-unicats.
Ordered that the Churchwardens do take care and get the Surplisses
washed and mended.
Ordered that all the wine for the communicants be bought at one
house where the Chwardens can get it the best and cheapest.
Ordered that no wine be given to any clergyman to carry home.
Ordered that the Churchwardens pay no money for taking the
register.
Ordered a notice of each assessment June 21, 1764.

No clergyman's signature occurs among the XI.
(16). And in 1766 Daniel Fisher (see above) signs himself " off minister," with James Bushby as the parish clerk.
(17). A fresh " rufcasting" outside, whitewashing inside of
the church and the N.W. approach stairs and pavement
be put into proper repair, 1770, Ap. 26th.
(18). William Brown is now " off minister " and John
Ramsey P. Clerk.
(1y). " Mr. Wordsworth's '' close is spoken of July 1772.
(20).
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(20). March 6, 1773. Vestry agree that the church
should be " rufcasted " outside and whitewashed inside and
that an application be made to Sir James Lowther, Bart.,
as patron, to appoint the Revd. Thomas Pattinson, minister of the same.
(21). Hugh Cowperthwaite master of the Poorhouse is
vindicated of a great many scandalous expressions thrown
out against him, all of which by enquiry appeared to be
false and groundless.
(22). The bellman and the " Public posts in the town ''
are mentioned.
(23). Stairs leading to the church to be repaired and
amended, also the wall adjoining the causeway, June 2nd,
1776.
(24). At a Public Vestry 30, Dec. 1777. The parishioners
agree that the alterations in the frames for the new peal
of bells and other additions and alterations in the floors,
particularly a new floor for the clock &c., and the expences
out of a proportionable assessment on the inhabitants.
(25).

In Mr. Gillbanks* writing :

It is agreed and we do hereby order (in vestry) that the sum of four
hundred and fifteen pounds, viz : two hundred and eighty belonging
to the poor one hundred to the Widows' Hospital and thirty five
pounds to the Grammar School be vested in the public funds in the
name of the Minister and Chwardens in trust for the uses above
mentioned. Jos. Gillbanks, minister, 4 Chwardens, XI others, Cockermouth, Feb. 17th, 1784.
(26). Cockermouth, 12 June, 1785. At a public vestry &c., ordered
that the present Churchwardens do immediately remove the little
room in the S. West corner of the Church taking care to support the
stairs leading up into the gallery with a sufft Pillar to be erected for
that purpose and also that they remove the stone belonging to the
* Mr. Joseph Gillbanks, the great grand uncle of the writer of this paper, was
a master of the Free Grammar School at Cockermouth, which place he left on
appointment to the living of Culgaith. He was four times married, and his fourth
wife survived him.
ffont
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ffont, and that in Lieu of this Room and (font and in the place where
they stand, as many seats be erected as can conveniently be done for
the use of the children belonging to the Charity and Sunday Schools.
And also that the little Room adjoining the vestry be also taken away
supporting the gallery and stairs above sufficiently and that like seats
be erected there and that a small convenient box for holding the
Basin used in Baptism be erected in some convenient place at the
west end of the church, and that the expences thereof be payd out of
the Church Sess Jos. Gillbanks, Minister, Chwardens and Parishioners.
(27). loth Feb. 1788. Ordered that the Chwardens do cause the wall
of the Churchyard adjoining the Causeway to be taken down and
thoroughly rebuilt and to be reimbursed the expences out of the Ch
Cess. Jos. Gillbanks, Minister, and 8 other signatures.
(28). At a Public Vestry held this 29th May, 1789. Ordered that the
Chwardens do cause a sounding board to be erected over the Pulpit
and that the expence of the same be defrayed out of the Ch Cess not
exceeding 8 guineas.

This is signed by J. G., and 27 others. It is followed by
another vestry :
(29). June 1, 1789. Ordered that the order made at the last vestry
for Causing a sounding board to be erected over the pulpit (having
been obtained and entered by Mr. Gillbank, against the opinion of the
majority of that meeting) be annulled and rescinded and shall not be
carried into execution.
Resolved. That the salary allowed to the person appointed to ring
the scholars bell in the Morning and the supper bell in the evening
and to take care of the Clock & chimes is not belonging to or part of
the salary of Parish Clerk of this Parish but that the ringing of the
sd bells and taking care of the Clock and Chimes are duties, apart
and distinct from the office of Parish Clerk, and that a majority of
the inhabitants in vestry assembled have a right to appoint proper
persons to perform the said offices during their pleasure and to
appoint such salaries for doing thereof as they shall think proper.
Also Resolved. That the Reverend Joseph Gilibanks, is not the
Curate or Minister of this Chappel, that the Curacy and profits
thereof are under sequestration and that Mr. Gilibanks has no Right
to officiate, but during the will of the sequestrators, and that the
sequestrators may appoint what Ministers they Please to officiate
within the said Chappel untill a Curate shall be duly appointed
thereto.
Resolved. That Mr. Gilibanks above named having no Right to act
as
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as Curate or Minister of this Chappel, had no power or authority
whatsoever to appoint John Hallows or any other person to be Clerk
of this Parish.
Ordered that the Chwardens do immediately enter a caveat against
the licensing of the said John Hallas or any other person to be
appointed by the said Joseph Gillbanks to the office of Parish Clerk
of this Parish.
Ordered and Resolved. That a Vestry be held in this Church this
day three weeks in the afternoon for the purpose of nominating a
Person to officiate as Parish Clerk during the vacancy of the curacy
and that notice thereof be given next Sunday, and that Thomas
Mackereth the younger do officiate as Parish Clerk untill some other
person be chosen to the office.
Ordered that the Chwardens & such five of the inhabitants as they shall
choose to join them do enquire into and ascertain the ffees ppayable
to the Curate, Parish Clerk, and Sexton of this Parish and that a
Table be made thereof and fixed up in the Church.

(3o). Vestry July 12, 1789. For the election of a clerk
according to the order of the last vestry. Thomas
Mackreth out of three was elected by majority of 21.
Ordered and Resolved. That the usual salary for taking care of the
Clock and Chimes and for ringing the Scholar Bell in the Morning
and the Supper Bell in the Evening be paid to the said Thomas
Mackreth so long as a majority of the vestry for the time being shall
think proper if the sd Thomas M. duly attend to and perform his
duty in these respects.

These last two vestries were evidently presided over by
Thos. Benson and Hugh Beeby, the former has 23 signatures including Chwardens three, the latter 13 including
the like three, only one new name occurring in the latter :
the vehemence and clever wording of the orders and
resolves sound like a lawyer in a temper. Mr. Gillbanks is presiding at a Public Vestry again on the next
page bearing date April 11th, 1790.
(31). A Vestry of Aug. 3rd, 1791. Prepares to take proceedings against Thomas Rudd for £loo lent from the
parish monies, and copies of the resolutions are sent to
Mr Thos. Benson as well as Mr. Rudd.
(32).
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May 31, 1792. Vestry to consider the propriety
of adopting some mode of obtaining payment of the stipend
due to the minister of this church.
(32).

Resolved that the inhabitants of this parish are not liable nor ought
to contribute to the expenses of recovering the said stipend now due,
and in arrear and that the Churchwardens shall not act under any
sequestration for that purpose.

Benson Rudd &c., 22 signatories.
(33) Mr. Gillbanks in hot water again :
June 5th, 1792. Resolved that a Vestry to be holden on Tuesday
next at Two o'clock in the afternoon to inquire what the established
fees are belonging to the Church and what the Revd. Mr. Gillbanks
has received. Dan. Satterthwaite and 8 other signatures.
(34)

Then follows the vestry June 1282 :

We the inhabitants assembled do find and resolve that the ffollowing
are the ancient established ffees belonging to the Minister, Clerk, and
Sexton of this Church, as follows :

And wretched fees they appear to us now, if they were to
be an important adjunct (as they generally were) to the
priest's income.
Fees or Marriages by License
by Banns
Publishing Banns
Baptisms
Churching of Women

£.
o
o
o
o
o

S.
2
I
o
o
o

D.
0
o
6
o
o

Burials
Of an Adult
For an Infant

o
o

o 10
o 6

£;
0
o
o
o
o

S.
1
o
o
o
o

D.
0
6
3
o
o

0
0

0
0

7
5

£ S. D.
0 0 0
o o o
0 0 0
o o o
o o o

o
0

o
0

8
6

For every Copy of the Register to the Clerk sixpence if he keep the
Register. We do order and resolve that this account of the ffees be
published by affixing thereto on the Posts and other usual places for
putting up advertisements in the Town and that the same be also
affixed on the Great Doors of the Church for eight weeks following
and that the same be read in the Church every other Sunday alternately till that time between Divine Service and Sermon and that a
Publick
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Publick Vestry be again held in this Church on Wednesday the 22nd
day of August next, and if no good cause is shewn to the satisfaction
of the vestry then to be held that the above Account of the ffees
shall be established and remain in future as the ancient and proper
ffees and that the same be then put upon a Board and placed in the
conspicious Part of the Church, there to remain in future as a testimony thereof.
That it appears to this vestry that much greater ffees have of late
been received by the Minister and Clerk, and that the reason given
for the same by the Minister was that he would Insist on double ffees
because he did not receive the salary due to the Curate. Thos.
Benson, Jno. Rudd, and 7 other signatures.

(35). Next entry vestry &c., Jany, 1, 1, 1793
1stiordehaCucwrdensoimatlycrn
Public Auction for the Rough Casting the church and Steeple and
that they also procure Iron pipes to be put at the bottom of the
present Lead ones on the sides of the Church of a sufft height to
prevent the Lead from being cut away and wasted in future.
2nd. Resolved that the Curate of this Church has for time immemorial Read the Prayers on every Sunday and the other services
appointed for the Day both in the Morning and Afternoon and has
also preached a sermon every Sunday after the morning service.
That there is no Established Lectureship in this Church and that no
Person is obliged by Law to contribute anything for the reading of
any Lecture or Preaching of any sermon on the Sunday in the afternoon further than what they Please to give as a donation of their ffree
will and wch they may give or refuse at their pleasure, and that the
Curate has also for time immemorial read the Morning Prayers on
every Wednesday and Friday in every week throughout the year and
also on every other day appointed to be kept Holy.
3rd. Resolved that the Chwardens are not obliged by virtue of their
office to make or solicit any collection for the Curate or Minister for
preaching any Sermon in this Church on the Sunday.
It having been represented by the Churchwardens and confirmed by
several of the inhabitants at this vestry that the usual services of
the Church has of late been neglected.
4th. Resolved and ordered that it be referred to the Chwardens to
inquire into the said neglects of duty and what steps will be proper
to pursue for correcting any abuse or neglect in that respect and
make a report of their proceedings.
The Table of Fees is then duly ordered Established &c., &c.
Ordered that the Chwardens for the time being do take care that the
Parish
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Parish Registers be safely kept in the Ch as the Law directs. Benson, Rudd, and 9 co.
(36). Vestry Feb. 27, 1795. Resolved that the Church at Cockermouth is at present vacant, the Duty thereof unperformed and that
no person is yet appointed legally to the care thereof, and that it is
highly necessary that some person should be procured to officiate
therein untill a Minister is duly appointed.
Ordered and agreed that the Reverend William Williamson be requested to officiate and perform the Constant and Occasional Duties
of the Church so long as he continues to reside in Cockermouth
unless a minister be duly licensed in the mean time, and that as a
compensation for his trouble the Chwardens do immediately make a
Collection from the inhabitants of such sums as they may think
proper to give and pay the same to Mr. Williamson, and that the
Chwardens for the time being do make a like collection half yearly for
Mr. Williamson's benefit so long as he shall continue to officiate
pursuant to this Request.
Resolved and it is hereby recommended to the Inhabitants to discontinue their Voluntary Donations to the afternoon Lecture and
contribute what they may think reasonable to Mr. Williamson for his
officiating as aforesaid, he having undertaken to preach a sermon
every Sunday afternoon when no other person shall attend Lecturer.
Ordered that the Chwardens do immediately acquaint the Bishop of
Chester with the present situation of the Church at Cockermouth and
request his Lordships advice and interferance. Thos. Benson & Co.,
8 signatures.

(37). Vestry Aug. 14, 1795. The Rev. John Wheatley
influences the vestry to recover the ancient usage of sacramental alms to the use of the poor, and not, as for sometime
to the payment of the masters of the Sunday school.
And that the said school from this day discontinues unless the inhabitants think proper to subscribe what is sufficient for the support of
the School and in future that the money collected for the Poor be
divided as has been the antient custom on the Feast of St. Thomas
he Apostle and on Good Friday. John Wheatley and 6 others (but
neither Benson nor Rudd) Thos. Mackereth.

(38). The above mentioned Thos. Benton and John Rudd
seem to have been the " Deus ex Machina " of the town
for in 1800 Aug. 13, at a vestry called to consider " the
very alarming and enormous expence of the poor and to fix
on
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on some plan for meliorating the condition of the poor as
well as lessening the expence thereof, also for appointing
fresh directors and on other special affiaìrs relative &c.
Thomas Benson, Esqr., and John Rudd, Esqr., and others
are appointed directors.
It is resolved to discontinue all house rents, all out pensioners and
none allowed again unless by 3 directors. To take account of the
workhouse master and to discontinue him. To find the paupers work
and not let them wander about the Town as heretofore &c., &c.
Signed by John Wheatley a minister and 23 others.
(39). Sep. 24, 1800. Mr. Wheatley and a vestry decide to forthwith
inclose the churchyard on account of the very great abuses and
various depredations which are committed in the said Chyard from
time to time and at all times, besides the very shamefull and shameless practices carried on in the very entrances of the sacred place.
Resolved 2. That the Minister and Chwardens do carry the same
directly and immediately into effect and they are accordingly
authorized to Plan and lay it out and inclose it in such a manner as
to them may appear most eligible.
Resd. 3. That it is agreed to be inclosed from the East corner of the
Schoolhouse right across to the Pillar betwixt the two gates. John
Wheatley 4 Chwardens and 9 others : Joseph Steel to the Ist and and;
and to the 3rd Resolution dissentient : John Simpson ditto Jos. Piell
ditto.
Dec. 17, 1800. Agreed by us present (in Vestry) that a standing
Overseer to live in the House will be the best to act as Master.
That a Public Notice will be put in the Cumberland Paper. Signed
by 4 Chwardens and 12 others.

Aug. 23. 18o1. Mr. Wheatley and a vestry of three arrange to sell the lead spouts decayed and put up new with
the proceeds.
In March 1802, the overseers of 1799 are called upon
for a balance of that year which they had failed to pay in.
July 28, 1802. Mr. Benson's bill for business done for
Town to be settled. The " Deus " is here fully explained.
Aug. 31, 1804. Consideration of whitewashing of the
Ch. outside and inside, and painting the gates, and other
necessary repairs appertaining thereto. Also any other
reparations
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reparations that the churchwardens may deem necessary.
Aug. 22, 1804. The vestry of three Chwardens and two
others agree to augment the ringers' wages on Sundays and
other times as has been accustomed.
July 3, 1805. Vestry to take into consideration what
relates to the sexton of this chapel, and to fix and assign
him all fair and reasonable fees. Resolved to adjourn to
give time to enquire who has the right of the appointment
of a sexton.
Dec. 23rd, 1807. Vestry to take into consideration the
cashing of the church and the disposal of the old materials
or any other matter or thing relating thereunto. Unanimously agreed to, and power given to chwardens to dispose
of all old iron, glass, and other materials which may come
out of the windows, for the highest and best price that
can be got. Resolved thirdly that an equal rate be made
on the inhabitants.
June 16, 1808. Proposals considered for altering the poor
laws, as proposed by a meeting at Salford, and communicated by Joshua Brown, overseer of St. Mary's within
Carlisle, to have a clause inserted therein for the removal
of Scotch and Irish families, that become chargeable in
places where they reside. 17 signatures.
Feb. 25, 1808. That the operation of the resolution of
Dec. 23, 1807, be suspended and all the proposals and
estimates this day offered be and they are hereby rejected.
28 signatures.
May 4, 1809. Unanimously agreed upon to alter the vestry room by
breaking out the end wall and setting the same back to the wood
post also hording the Floor and putting a stove or fire place therein
also a chair to be purchased for the use of the said vestry room.
Edward Fawcett Minister, and 3 wardens, 8 others.
17 May, 1809. We do mutually agree to Sash the Windows of the
Church. Resolved : We hereby order the Chwardens to Sash the
same in workmanlike and aeconomacal manner and that they be
empowered to lay a rate on the Inhabits to defray the said expence.
4 chwardens and 12 others.

May
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May 16, 1810. It was resolved that the church be immediately painted.
July 2nd, 1812. Church and Free School to be new rough
cast with any other repairs that may be found wanting in
the roofs or any other parts wanting for their preservation.
Ed. Fawcett, and 5 others.
June 15, 1814. To consider the propriety of petitioning
Parlt. to introduce an exemption into the new poor law to
enable magistrates of the five Northern Counties to remove
persons chargeable to any parish or place therein to the
place of their birth or last legal settlement be the same in
Scotland or Ireland &c. 13 signatures.
Feb. 26, 1817. Vestry Resolved that a gallery be erected above the
the Communion Table upon which an Organ may be placed and for
the better accommodation of the Singers and that a subscription be
entered into for that Purpose, and that the present Chwardens and
others be appointed and see the same carried into effect. Ed. Fawcett
and 4 Chwardens and 16 others.
6th Mar. 1817. Vestry to lay a rate towards the repairs of this Ch.
or Chapel and the ornaments and other articles belonging thereto.
It appearing that two of the Bells (the second and third) have sometime ago been cracked or received such injury as entirely to spoil
their tone and render them useless. It is resolved that the Chwardens
do forthwith take away the same bells and get them replaced by two
other new bells of proper tone and dimensions and that the charges
&c., be paid out of the rate.
That after the Bells shall be replaced and completed. It is resolved
that the Chwardens for the time being shall engage a set of six
proper persons at the least to undertake the Ringing Peals and
changes, and who shall ring the bells upon all usual occasions and
be paid a yearly salary out of the Ch. rate and that six handbells
be procured by the Chwardens to be used in instructing the ringers.
That the Chwardens shall pay to the six Ringers who shall first ring
a full peal upon the bells of seven hundred and twenty changes called
grandsire Bob the sum of one guinea each in addition to their salary,
and it is further resolved that the Avenues leading to the church be
forthwith repaired and amended and the nuisances removed. 19
signatures.

Mar.

20,

1817. Paupers to be employed at making roads
over
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over the common of this town, now under enclosure. 13
signed.
Then in June 19, 1817, follows a large meeting of the
fire engine proprietors to make rules and fix prices &c., &c.
Mr. John Benson (Revd.) objects to the rate in 1819, and
is made one of the select vestry in 1820, in 1824 he is
appointed assistant surveyor for the township.
July 21, 1824. To nominate a committee to consider
the measures necessary to be taken for enlarging the church
Mr. Fawcett is made chairman with 14 among whom is
Mr. Jno. Benson.
Mar. 26, 1828. They consider about selling the workhouse and field in order to build a new one upon the field
belonging the township late part of Kirkgate common.
Ed. Fawcett and 8 more.
July 8, 1829. To consider the propriety of farming
the Chyard to the town. It was unanimously agreed :
That the Chyard should be farmed by the Chwardens for the sum of
four guineas per annum and that they are hereby empowered to let
the same to eat for Hay, and whatever sum is deficient is to be paid
out of the Ch rate. It is the decided opinion of this meeting that no
horses cattle or sheep shall on any account be allowed to pasture in
the Chyard. Thomas Wilson and 5 others.
Sep. 10, 1829. Resolved that the Chwardens do not interfere in any
dispute that has arisen respecting the seat No. 52, wch they have been
requested to set out and allot to John Pybus, Thos. Wilson Churchwarden, John Asbridge Churchwarden, and 8 others.

May 25, 1831. To take into consideration the best
method of eradicating the Dry Rot, and stopping the
growth of Fungus now existing in various parts of the
church. It was unanimously agreed :
That the Chwardens be empowered to cause the church to be
thoroughly cleaned and to use such other means as they may consider
to be most adviseable for curing the same. 3 chwardens and 7
others.

On June 2nd, 1831. To defray debt and face expenses
a
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a rate of 6d. was laid and the chwardens empowered to
collect it. 12 signatures.
October 1st, 1831. It was resolved to adopt in Cockermouth the provisions of " an act for lighting and watching
of parishes &c.," and a sum of '84 was the highest yearly
sum to be called for.
Aug. 1, 1833. It was resolved that the inhabitants of
Setmurthy be in future relieved from the payment of all
contributions to the Ch. rate other than their customary
proportion of the expences already or to be incurred in
maintaining and repairing the fabric of the Ch. and Chyard.
That a committee be appointed &c., to report.
Aug. 9, 1833. It was resolved that no sum of money
be allowed in the Chwarden's accounts for the future on
account of money paid for rent for the Chyard.
Jany 29, 1836. Gas as a lighter is discussed.
April 8th, 1836. To consider the propriety of building
a new church. A committee formed to ascertain the wishes
and opinions of the inhabitants.
Nov. 24th, 1836. The parishioners of Setmurthy give
up 8 seats now marked 28, 29, 30, 31, adjoining the middle
aisle on the S. side of the Ch. and also those now marked
47, 46, 45, 44, in a line with the preceding and adjoining
the south aisle of the same and in lieu the chwardens of
Cockermouth, call upon the inhabitants of Setmurthy at
no future time for church rates.
Feb. loth, 1841. It was resolved upon the motion of
Mr. John Steel, seconded by Mr. Thomas Wilson, that a
resolution conveying the thanks of the parties attending the
church be prepared and signed and presented to Lord
Lonsdale testifying their gratitude for his kindness and
munificence in appointing an evening lecturer to the church
in pursuance of a requisition of the inhabitants to that
effect, and that the chwardens be requested to get the
same signed &c., by the inhabitants and transmitted to
Lord Lonsdale. 12 signatures.
Sept.
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Sept. 28, 1842. Church rate to be levied and a cry of
" no rate " but the motion for a rate of I½ carried, after
being upwards of eight hours and closed by the oppositionists, the numbers for, 255 ; and against, 151 ; being in
value for, 337 ; and against, 192 ; having a majority in
favour of the rate of 145.
Sep. 13, 1846. The consideration of lighting a clock
over the Saving's Bank was entertained and on a poll taken
the numbers for were 26o, against 19o.
The final church rate mentioned of 1½d. in the pound was
laid the same day.
Cockermouth seems to have had no little trouble at
times with the gas company, who put out the lamps in the
early morning before dawn, at the time when they were
most needed.
There are a variety of episodes regarding the township,
but none of particularly interesting character.
Mr. Fawcett acts as chairman to the last.
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