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XI.—Kendal Castle. By R. S. FERGUSON, F.S.A.
Read at that place, Sept. 8, 1886.
HE castle hill of Kendal is a long narrow oval, whose
longer axis runs a little east of the north and south ;
it is on the left bank of the river Kent, and its summit is
some hundred and seventy feet above the level of that
river, or about 300 feet above the Ordnance datum line.
The sides of the hill are precipitous to the east and west,
less so to the north and south. The summit of the hill
has been isolated by a deep moat, with very steep scarp
and counter-scarp, enclosing a nearly level and circular
area, about 25o feet in diameter. The depth and formidable nature of this moat makes it probable that it is earlier
than any of the existing stone work. Some writers have
suggested that this has been the site of a Roman camp,
and they rely on the following arguments. (2). That this
is such a site as the Romans would have occupied. (2).
That a gold coin of M. Aurelius has been found, or said to
to have been found, within the enciente walls.` (3). That
to the north of the castle was " a square area that had
been fortified with a deep moat and connected to the castle
by a draw bridge, where was probably the base court."
But these arguments are of little value : the fact of one
coint only having been found proves nothing in the absence
of the usual evidences of Roman occupation, namely potsherds and other debris. Nor do I think this hill a likely
place for the Roman engineer to have selected for a camp ;
he might have put a look out-post on the very summit,
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* Topographical and Historical description of the County of Westmorland, by
Hodgson, p. 198.
West's Guide to the Lakes, znd edition, p. 17S.
I have known a first brass of Trojan found in the hole in the keel of an old
collier in which her main mast was stepped, but no one proposed to argue she had
been a Roman galley converted.
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that however is matter of opinion, which I am prepared to
argue : as for the " square area with a deep moat " it is
nothing more than the base court, to the circular area on
the summit, or inner ward, where dwelt the great thane
or franklin, who preceded the first Norman baron of
Kendal. His fortress would have no stone work about it
at all, but the scarp of the moat, both of the inner ward,
(or circular area), and of the base court (or square area),
would be surrounded by strong palisades of oak, while the
owner's house in the inner ward would be built of half trunks
of trees, set upright between two waling pieces at the top
and bottom.* The base court would probably be occupied
by huts and sheds of dab and wattle, for the retainers and
for the cattle, and the communication between the inner
ward and the base court would be over a moveable bridge
of planks, as also would be the entrance from without to
the base court, which probably was towards Stramongate
bridge, though I do not suppose any bridge then existed.
One word as to the moat ; I am told there has been much
discussion, locally, as to where the water was got from to
fill it. But it was never intended to hold water; as a
matter of fact I am told the soil is too porous to hold
water : its depth and size shows it was not intended to be
filled with water seven foot of water ; will drown a man
who cannot swim just as well as seventy, and seventy will
no more hurt one who can swim than seven. The value
of this moat as a defence consists in its depth, in the
steepness of its scarp and counter-scarp, and the strength
of the palisades which surmounted the scarp. This, the
original fortress, would, I think, date from somewhere between the eighth and ninth century, and the occupation
of the district by the Normans.
* I think I may take it that I have, in asserting the moat to he older than the
stone work, Mr. Clark with me. All that he says about Kendal Castle that I can
find is: " Kendal Castle is probably an early fortress, though nothing remains of
it but an encircling and not very early wall." Mediceval Military Architecture,
vol. i., p. 91.
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Let us next proceed to examine the stone work, now
remaining ; it consists of an encircling or enciente wall,
four towers or bastions, and some remains of domestic
buildings. The present entrance is by a causeway of earth
at the north side ; old inhabitants tell that there were once
walls here, such as would support a draw bridge. Two
vast lumps of stone work lie here in the moat, and I at
first was disposed to think gunpowder must have been the
agency that toppled them over, but no evidence exists of
the castle having been " slighted," and their downfall is
most probably due to the failure of their foundations ; they
are shown in their present condition in Buck's view of the
castle, dated 1739, so that the idea that they were blown
down in 1824, advanced by Mr. Nicholson is untenable:
The enceinte wall is ruined at the gate, but runs thence
right and left round the circular area; it does not however
return at the south into itself ; the diameter of the eastern
semicircle is about 20 feet longer than that of the western,
so that the area enclosed is shaped like a snail. The enceinte
wall itself is built of the intractable Silurian stone of the
neighbourhood, it has neither base course, (beyond a
footing) set off, plinth, pilaster, nor buttress ; with one exception, it is absolutely devoid of architectural features from
which its age can be gathered ; its battlements are gone
and with them a considerable portion of its height ; the
rampart walk has disappeared, and only in three or four
places does its inner face remain ; the work is of the
coarsest, and the mortar daubed about so plentifully as to
suggest the idea that the wall had once been rough cast.
It seems to me that the stones of the inner face were probably used in 1813, when extensive repairs were done, to
patch up the outer face, a thin and modern wall having
been raised on the foundations of the outer : this wall has
Annals of Kendal, Nicholson, p. 97.
Annals of Kendal, Nicholson, p. 97.

recently

tcwaas_001_1888_vol9_0013

KENDAL CASTLE.

181

recently been repaired under the care of our secretary, Mr.
T. Wilson, of Aynam Lodge, Kendal.
On the north-east a square tower, open at the gorge,
projects some 18 feet from the enceinte wall ; its front
measures about 28 feet, and is without openings for light,
but there are loop holes in its sides ; it is of the same
material as the enceinte wall, and has no ashlar quoins ;
it is in three stages, or floors, with external sets off on the
front at each floor level ; according to Buck's view it was
once a floor higher. The basement is a receptacle for
sewage, draining into the moat by a very large opening.
Between this tower and the snail like projection at the
south, the wall is utterly devoid of flanking defences, and
the garrison must have trusted to the depth of the moat,
the steepness of the scarp and counter-scarp, and the
strength of their direct fire ; the rampart walk may have
had machicolations so as to enable the garrison to annoy
any besieger who had reached the foot of the enceinte
wall.
At the south the straight line of the snail is occupied by
a thin modern wall built upon the foundations of the eight
foot thick enceinte wall. Tradition says there has been a
postern gate here, and I think I can make out its arch in
the interior of the enceinte wall, at the end of the eastern
semicircle; a crack in the enceinte wall is repaired with red
sandstone, (query, if the shoot of a garde - robe) and there
have been some chambers in the interior, whose plan I do
not understand, but I think one may have been the " dove
cote in good repair" which a survey of 1572 describes as
being " in the south side."* Dove cotes, and dove cotes
* Mr. Wiper writes me : " In Fielding's Views of the Lakes published by McLean
in fol. 1822, (44 col. views) is one of the castle, showing the square building at the
south as seen from the entrance. It was a puzzle to me till I was told some three
years ago that it was knocked down by F. B." On the conclusion of the reading
of this paper, Mr. Foster Braithwaite told the story of how he and his school
fellows destroyed a portion of this building, ante, p. 157.
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of large size were very usual adjuncts to a manor house,
and this ruin I take it has been, though called a castle,
rather the fortified residence of a great baron than a place
of great military importance. To this I will recur.
On the west side is a small drum tower of no internal
projection, and about half disengaged on the outside ; it is
a bastion rather than a tower, and is now full of earth, but
probably contained in its upper story, now gone, a chamber or garde-robe accessible from the rampart walk. Its
diameter is about 18 feet. On the north-west is a drum
tower of about 22 feet in diameter, projecting about equally
without and within the enceinte wall ; its wall is six feet
thick, and it contains on the ground floor a vaulted
chamber, which is entered from the inner ward by a narrow
doorway with straight sides and lintel ; the door has shut
from the inside against checks, and there is a recess in the
doorway for it to fall back against ; there is a loop into the
chamber; there is no access from it to the upper floors
that I could see, but the place was wet, dirty, and dark,*
and I could not make a proper search ; the upper floor
seems to have garde-robes; it has also had a large window
looking to the inner ward, with a wooden frame work (so I
am told). It bears a curious resemblance to an Irish
round tower, and the jambs of the door seem to incline to
one another slightly rather than to stand perpendicular.
The resemblance has I think been caused by the intractable
Silurian stone, which won't work under the mason's chisel,
having rendered it easier to build a round tower than a
square one.
The remains of the domestic buildings are in the interior,
on the north, contiguous to the projecting square tower
Mr. W. Wiper writes nie as follows : " The recess in the doorway of the round
tower is formed by a slab which hides a stairway. I was informed that it was
stopped up because of the mischievous boys going up and throwing the stones
down from the upper story. If I remember rightly there are some steps remaining
in the upper part," but Mr. T. Wilson says: The recess is formed of the same
sort of stone work as the rest of the tower, and there is no trace of a stairway."

noticed
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noticed before. The survey of 1572, from which I have
already quoted, describes them thus " within the same no
building left, saving only on the north side is situate ,the
part of the gateway, the hall with an ascent of the stairs
to the same with a buttery and pantry at the end thereof :
one great chamber, and two or three lesser chambers, and
rooms of ease adjoining the same, all being in decay both
in glass and slate, and in all other reparations needful.
Under the hall are two or three small rows of cellars."
Great destruction has been wrought in the 30o years that
have elapsed since this survey was written ; the gateway
is gone altogether, and the ascent of stairs to the hall ; the
two or three small rooms of cellars are yet to be seen and
one has a fire place in it, but I hardly take it to have been
the kitchen ; the " lesser chambers and rooms of ease "
occupy the projecting square tower, at the entrance to
which a singular drain or shoot of a sink should be noticed;
this is probably near the pantry and buttery, in which case
the other end of the hall would be the high or dais end with
the great chamber behind it ; the two large arches probably
mark the buttery hutches, and the screens with the music
gallery over them would be a few feet in front of them.
With regard to the age of the stone work, little
assistance is to be got from it ; Godwin in the English
Archaeologist's Handbook, gives in his list of English castles,
" Kendal, Westmoreland, said to have been originally built
by Ivy de Talboys, temp. Stephen, 1135-54." The earthworks are, as I have endeavoured to show, much older,
and I should not be surprised if the stone work was later.
Towers of a cylindrical shape, known as donjons or juliets,
began to supersede the Norman square keeps and shells in
the middle period of the early English style in ecclesiastical architecture, in the reign of Henry III.* Judging
from the round tower at the north-west angle, I am inclined
* Mediæval Military Architecture, vol.

i.,

p. 148.
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to put down the reign of Henry III., as the date of the
stone work of Kendal castle. That it was called a castle
before then is no objection : the Conqueror found scores of
castles in England, consisting solely of palisaded earthworks.
The castle of Kendal has little or no history : it is not
even in the second rank of castles of the northern counties,
it is not recorded to have sustained sieges, or to have been
carried by assaults, or surrendered by treachery ; its history
is that of the families who held the barony of Kendal, and
the Marquis fee after the division of the barony. The successors in title of No de Talebois, first baron of Kendal,*
styled themselves de Lancaster, and seem to have lived
there, as would appear from the name. The last of them,
William de Lancaster the 3rd, died in the reign of Henry
III., when the barony became divided between his sisters
Helwise and Alice, of whom Helwise married Peter de
Brus, and got the castle of Kendal, (be it of wood or stone)
for it is mentioned in the inquisition post mortem, taken on
the death of her son, Peter de Brus, 7 Ed., I. I think it
very probable that Peter de Brus the husband of Helwise
built the stone work of Kendal castle with a view of taking
up his residence there, and I am confirmed in this by
finding that Mr. Nicolson in his Annals of Kendal, p. 27,
says : " it will appear in tracing the history of the residents
at Kendal castle that we cannot go further back than to
Helwise eldest sister and co-heiress of William de Lancaster 3rd." From the family of de Brus the castle went
with an heiress into that of de Roos or Ross, and by
another heiress into that of the Parrs, and it is in connection with that family that it is best known ; here
Katherine Parr, queen of Henry VIII., is said to have been
* They were not his descendants see ante, these Transactions vol. v., p: 182-3.
Mr. W. Wiper suggests that the next owner of the barony after Ivo, was Nigel de
Albini, who was succeeded by his son Roger de Mowbray, who granted the lands
to William de Lancaster.

born

tcwaas_001_1888_vol9_0013

KENDAL CASTLE.

1 85

born in 1509. The property fell to the Crown on the
attainder of the last of the Parrs, William Marquis of
Northampton, for treason in supporting Lady Jane Grey.
Its devolution to the present day will be found in the
local histories. A pedigree of the Parrs of Kendal castle,
showing their descent from the Lancasters, barons of
Kendal, by Sir George Duckett, is in the second volume of
these Transactions. Kendal castle was probably abandoned as a residence, if not dismantled, by the Marquis of
Northampton, and the survey of 1572, shows that the windows were broken, and the roofs out of order. It would
speedily go to rack and ruin. No credence is to be attached
to the story that the castle of Kendal was battered down
by Oliver Cromwell.
The ruins were repaired in 1813, and a large sum has
recently been laid out upon them by the noble proprietor
the Lord Bective, M.P., under the superintendance of our
secretary, who has taken a very genuine and loving
interest in the matter.
The mill, that invariable concomitant of a castle is to
the west, and still bears the name of " the Castle Mills,"
though it does not now grind corn.
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