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XIII.—Church Bells in Leath Ward. No. 2. By the
REV. H. WHITEHEAD.
Contributed at Ambleside, Sept. 4th, 1889.
ART.

DACRE (continued).
HE following translation of the Latin elegiacs on the
Dacre treble, by the Rev. T. W. Norwood, vicar of
Wrenbury, Cheshire, has the merit of assigning an intelligible meaning to the last two lines :-

T

Regard not shew ; bend to the Lord and pray ;
I call you to the Temple God to praise.
Thrice have I jarred ; you've fallen day by day;
I'm sound ; by prayer you may be, mend your ways.

The Rev. T. F. Owen, vicar of Wood Walton, Peterborough, renders the last two lines thus :—
I thrice have sounded discordantly, you have fallen daily ;
I am now sound ; become you so by prayer, mend your ways.

Mr. Norwood and Mr. Owen, writing independently of
each other, agree in suggesting that the bell may have
been thrice cracked and thrice recast.
The initials H F on this bell are, as I have said (ante,
IX, 488), probably those of the donor ; whom perhaps it
may not be possible to identify. It may, however, be
* For which see vol. ix. p. 488, of these Transactions. But for the reader's
convenience I here repeat them :o +
w

❑

NON FORMAM SPECTAS DNO SED SVPPLICE FLECTAS
CLAMITO DE TEMPLV QVOD VENERE DEV
TER MALE DISSONVI TV QVO1DIE CECIDISTI
SVM PRECE TV FIAS CORRIGE SANA VIAS.
H F I6o6

worth
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worth while to notice that Henry Featherstonehaugh of
Kirkoswald, who died in 1626, was both by descent and
marriage connected with places near Dacre.*
Referring to the illustrations of cross and lettering on the
2nd Dacre bell, cast at the end of the 14th century by the
York founder Johannes de Kirkham (ante, IX, 493), the
Rev. W. C. Lukis, F.S.A., Rector of Wath, Yorkshire,
wrote :—
The initial cross numbered II and the letter A (numbered 12) are found
on the 2nd bell at Scawton in Yorkshire, where there is the founder's
shield bearing a pastoral staff between a candlestick, a bell, and a
melting pot ; an inscription round the shield + IOANNES DE
COPGRAF ME FECIT; and the legend + CAMPANA BEATE
MARIE.

The late Mr.- Stahlschmidt, to whom I sent Mr. Lukis'
description of the Scawton bell, wrote :—.
I take it the staff indicates that John de Copgrave, presumably a
native of the little village of that name near Ripon, was a bell founder
in an episcopal city, i.e., York ; and the use of the foundry stamp
indicates to my mind a later date than John de Kirkham. Not improbably John de Copgrave was a successor of John de Kirkham.

It is seldom that we find a founder's name or even his
initials on a mediæval bell. John de Kirkham, however,
whose name occurs in full on Dacre 2d, also placed his
initials on one of the two bells at Sproatly, near Hull ;
both of which, as I have recently ascertained, bear the
same cross and lettering as are found in the lower inTHOMAS DUDLEY=GRACE THRELKELD

of Yanwath

|
ALBANY FEATHERSTONEHAUGH=LUCY= GERARD LOWTHER
d. 1 573
I d. 1596

HENRY FEATHERSTONEHAUGH=DOROTHY WYBERGH
d. 1626
of Clifton Hall.

scription
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scription on Dacre 2d, but with a fleur-de-lis, as at Cumrew and Threlkeld, instead of three roundlets, as intervening
stop.
The Dacre tenor, on which occur two lions passant
and the Adoration of the Magi (ante, IX, 489), I formerly
thought might have been presented by a member of the
Dudley family (ib., 492). But Mr. Norwood has remarked that the lions, if intended as a coat of arms,
would have been on a shield. They are therefore probably a bellfounder's stamp.
EDENHALL.
Edward VI's commissioners found at " Edynhall " in
1552
ij litill belles ;

which were probably the sanctus and sacring bells. What
other bells they found we cannot learn from their report,
part of the Edenhall list of church goods having been torn
off from the original MS. (ante, VIII, 194).
Bishop Nicolson, who was here on August 19, 1703,
says of the church tower :—
Within are two small Bells ; on the larger whereof are ye Stapleton's
Arms and Campana Cuthberti Sancti.

This is one of the only three places, the other two being
Skelton and Penrith, where he recorded a bell inscription ;
though the bells themselves are often mentioned in his
notes.
The terrier of 1749, signed by " Christopher Musgrave,
Vicar," has this entry :—
Two Bells with their frames the Larger thought to weigh about two
Hundred weight the lesser one Hundred and a half.

No.
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No other terrier at Edenhall has any.mention of the bells.
There are now three bells here, viz

NOTE

DIAMETER

Treble

.F

172 inches

No..2

E

17 inches

Tenor

D

191 inches

cwt. qr. lbs.
1

7

1

1

o

1

3 14

1

The weights are reckoned from the diameters.
The tenor, from its weight, is evidently identical with
" the larger " bell of the terrier ; also, from its inscription,
with " the larger " of the two bells seen here by Bp.
Nicolson, since it has, round its shoulder, in Lombardic
letters, with floriated initial cross, and the Stapleton arms
as intervening stop, this legend :-+ SANCTI [] CAMPANA [] CUTHBERTI.
The cross (Fig. 13)* and lettering (Figs. 17-20) are of precisely the, same character as the cross and lettering on the
treble at Egremont, but do not as yet enable us to identify
the founder. The bell is dedicated to the patron saint of
the church. The Stapleton arms (Fig. 16) are :—
Arg. 3 swords, pomels in the nombrils of the escutcheon, points extended, Gules (Lysons,p.lxi)

Edenhall manor came to the Stapletons in 1327 by the
marriage of William Stapleton with Julian, heiress of the
Turps. "It continued to be held by the Stapleton family
for five descents, when Joan, second daughter and co-heir
* All the illustrations to this paper, unless otherwise specified, are full size.

of
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of Sir William Stapleton Kt, brought it in marriage to
Thomas de Musgrave about the 38th Hen VI--1459-6o "
(Whellan, p. 532). The last of the Stapletons, as may be
seen from his monumental brass in Edenhall church,
" obiit xxvii die Augusti A D MCCCCLVII ". The period
1327-1457, then, is that within which the date of the bell
must be placed. But the period may be still further
limited ; for, whilst the Lombardic lettering indicates that
the bell is not later than the very beginning of the 15th
century, Mr. Stahlschmidt was of opinion that " from the
occurrence of a shield of arms it is unlikely to be earlier
than quite late in the 14th century ". Perhaps we shall
not be far wrong in contracting the period to 1380-1420.
The treble has on its waist a cross patèe (fig. 21), and
black letter X reversed (fig. 22), each twice repeated ; also
black letters R (fig. 23) and V (fig. 24), each reversed.
XI

T he
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The intervening spaces are of equal length, about four
inches, with nothing to indicate with which cross or letter
the inscription begins :—

+

X R V

+ X

I am not able to make any suggestion as to what these
letters may mean.
No. 2 has on its waist the following letters (Roman
capitals) and date :—

SR P M

1665

WS

The initials are doubtless those of William Sellar, a York
founder. SR P M is of course the famous Sir Philip Musgrave. Prior to the Restoration his life had been one of
romantic adventure. But in 166o he settled down to a
quiet life in his mansion at Edenhall, and became a great
benefactor to the parish church ; to which, amongst other
gifts, he presented a massive silver gilt chalice and cover,
hall-marked 1667-8 (Old Church Plate in Carlisle Diocese, p.
248). It might therefore be natural to suppose that he
also gave the bell, dated 1665, which bears his initials.
But this will presently appear doubtful.
We have seen that in 1703, and also in 1749, there were
only two bells at Edenhall church ; " the larger " of which
must be identified with the present tenor. Whether to
identify " the lesser " with the present treble or with No.
2, as they differ but a few pounds in weight, cannot be
settled by the terrier. But I noticed that, whereas the
treble and tenor have headstocks very much alike, and
hang at the same level, No. 2 hangs above them, and its
headstock is of a different shape. It has therefore probably
at some time since 174.9 been brought, headstock and all,
from some other place. Chancellor Waugh, writing in
1749 or thereabouts, says in his MS notes to Bishop
Nicolson's
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Nicolson's Miscellany Accounts : " The family of Edenhall
when in the County use their own Chapel considerably
and seldom go down to the Church." And Hutchinson
(vol. 1, p. 247), writing of Edenhall in 1794, mentions " a
neat private chapel ", apparently then still in use. The
bell in question, then, may have belonged for more than a
century to the chapel of the Hall.
The bells at Edenhall church are rung for marriages,
and after as well as before a funeral. There is also here
the usage of the death knell, indicating age of deceased.
GREYSTOKE.
The Greystoke bells, from an antiquarian point of view,
are exceedingly interesting. Yet, except very inaccurately
in a terrier, they have never been described. Bishop
Nicolson, who visited Greystoke, on Feb. 26, 1704, says :—
The Tower is crack'd, in the North-West Corner, from top to bottome; and looks Threatning. There are in it four pretty Tuneable
Bells ; and a Clock, loosely enough managed (Bp. N's Visitation, p.
131)

We may be sure the bishop did not ascend the tower, or
he would have noticed the bell inscriptions. Its "threat ing" aspect would not have deterred him from ascending
it, had he been so minded ; but, seeing that he took but a
single day to visit Great Salkeld, Barton, and Greystoke,
we nee d not be surprised that he had no time at any one
of the three churches to spare for the belfry, and must
wonder at the number of things he did contrive to observe.
The terrier of 1749, strangely enough for one of Chancellor
Waugh's terriers, does not mention the bells. That of
1777, signed by " Edward Carlisle, Rector", thus describes
them :—
Four bells with ropes wheels and Frames One the Great Bell has a
Sentence round its circumference near the mouth the Letters partly
defaced by Time Another Bell has the name Dacre Another two
names
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naines of two persons its founders The fourth plain Their weight unknown One Church Clock of the old construction.

Mr. Carlisle may deserve some credit for having conceived
the idea of reporting the inscriptions on his bells. But his
inaccuracy, as we shall presently see, is remarkable. No
subsequent terrier has any mention of the bells. Whellan,
writing in 186o, says (p. 542)
There are four very ancient bells with inscriptions round them.
No notice is taken of them in the other county histories.
They are :—
NOTE

DIAMETER

Treble

E

3o½ inches

No.

D

32½ inches

2

No. 3

C#

Tenor

C

33½ inches
36 inches

The notes, which I do not give on my own authority,
seem strange.
The treble and third bell, being evidently from the same
foundry, may be conveniently taken together. They have
the same cross, stop, and black-letter type, the only
difference being that the third bell has three capital initials, whilst there is no capital letter on the treble. The
inscription on No. 3 is

The treble has

The
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The cross (patonce) is engraved on the opposite page (fig.
25). A rhomboid with a roundlet above and below (fig.
26) serves as intervening stop throughout. The letters
(figs. 27 and z8) are about an inch high, and very thick.
The same cross, stop, and type, occur on the Redmarshall tenor, Durham, on which is inscribed Cristoferus,
running right round with letters more than two inches
apart (Newcastle Antiquarian Proceedings, vol. IV, p. 22).
Turning to the history of Greystoke church, in search of
some clue to the probable age of the two bells now under
consideration, we find the church in 1382 " much out of
repair, the wall crazy, the belfry fallen in ", and " the inhabitants of Threlkeld and Wethermelock ", townships in
the parish, " threatened with excommunication unless
they contributed to the repairs " (ante, 1, 321-2) ; which
seems to have been rather hard upon the people of the
townships, seeing that the result of a commission of inquiry in the same year was that " the revenues of the
church were stated to be sufficient to maintain two chaplains, the parish priest, and five other priests besides ".
A further result of the commission was that " a college of
secular canons was founded ", and " at the same time six
chantries were founded in the church, to each of which a
priest was appointed—St. Andrew, St. Mary, St. John
Baptist, St. Thomas the Martyr, St. Katherine, and St.
Peter ". Mr. C. J. Ferguson, F.S.A., referring to these
arrangements, says :—" Doubtless after this extension of
the foundation the intention of rebuilding the church in
its present form was entertained. I say in its present
form, for although the church and tower have since been
rebuilt they seem to have been rebuilt on the old plan ".
(ib). The last rebuilding of the tower was in 1817. At
what time after 1382 the former rebuilding took place
seems not to be known. But, whatever the date, the
treble and third bell, which bear the names of two of the
chantry saints, St. Andrew being also the patron saint of
the
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the church, were doubtless placed in the tower, if not at
once on its erection, at all events soon afterwards. The
names Robert Edmundson and T. Auckland, which occur
on these bells, may be those of the donors. The Rev. T.
Lees, F.S.A., vicar of Wreay, formerly curate of Greystoke, writing to me about them, says :---" Edmundson is
an old Greystoke name ; but Auckland is not ".
The
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The tenor or " great bell ", as it is called in the terrier
of 1777, has two inscriptions, one on the shoulder, and the
other on the outside of the soundbow, each running quite
round. The letters, one of which is here illustrated (fig.
3o), are large capitals of a nondescript character. The
inscription round the shoulder is
IHESVS •• 'BE •• OVRE •• SdED •• EVER •• AME ••
IEON TORNOR MAYDE THYS B ••

The letter P is, as I have placed it, upside down ; N and
s are reversed, except the final s of IHESVS, which stands
sideways. The stop after the words IHESVS and SPED seems
intended for the Dacre escallop (fig. 2y) ; after OVRE and
the final B a wavy bell rope (fig. 31) ; and after EVER
and AME the ragged staff (fig. 32). Of the bell founder,

THON
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IRON TORNOR, nothing is yet known. The second inscription, viz, that round the soundbow, is of course the
" sentence " mentioned in the terrier account of the "great
bell " as being " round the circumference near the mouth
partly defaced by time ". It seems odd, by the way, that
anyone who took the trouble so far to examine the " sentence " on the soundbow as to see that it was " partly
defaced " should have altogether overlooked the inscription
round the shoulder. The partial defacement, due to the
strokes of the clock hammer, does not extend further than
the first word on the soundbow, which is not hopelessly
past recognition, and is placed beyond doubt by the context. The inscription is
THOMAS •• DE •• DACRE •• DOMINVS •• DE •• GRAISOTK ••
ET •• DACRE •• ET •• MILIS •• GARTERII •• QUI •• OT ••
ANO •• Xl •• M D XXIIII •• ET •• XXIIII DIE O

Here, as on the shoulder, the letters N and s are reversed,
except in the word GRAISOTK, where the s is placed sideways. The intervening stop throughout is the wavy bell
rope. The initial stamp is a bell hanging from what resembles the cross pole of a leaping bar. The letters OT
between the words QVI and ANO do not stand side by side
as I have placed them, but in a vertical line, T above o,
and are a contraction of OBIIT. The final o is evidently
all that there was room for of the word OCTOBRIS. This
inscription tells its own story intelligibly enough, but not
quite correctly, as Thomas Lord Dacre did not die till the
following year. In vol. IV, p. 478, of these Transactions
occurs the following note :Anno Domini mdxxv, xxiv die mensis Octo.bris, obiit piæ memoriæ
dominus Thomas Dacre, quondam dominus de Dacre, Graystok, et
Gillesland, miles nobilissimi ordinis Garterii, ac guardianus generalis
marchiarum versus Scotiam.—Ex Martyrologio Novi Monasterii; an
extract printed in the Publications of the Surtees Society, vol. 66,
app. II, p. 304, from Dugdale.

Baron
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Baron of Dacre and Gilsland by inheritance, " dominus de
Graystok " by marriage with Elizabeth Greystoke, Knight
of the Garter, and warden of the West Marches, Lord
Thomas Dacre was a notable man in the days of border
warfare, when, as at Branksome,
To back and guard the archer band,
Lord Dacre's bill-men were at hand,
A hardy race, on Irthing bred,
With kirtles white and crosses red,
Array'd beneath the banner tall,
That stream'd o'er Acre's conquered wall ;
And minstrels, as they marched in order,
Play'd " Noble Lord Dacre, he dwells on the Border ".

He was in the battle of Flodden Field, and contributed
greatly to the victory. His tombstone is in the-choir of
Lanercost Abbey. The Greystoke tenor, commemorating
his death, was perhaps given to the church by his son and
successor, Lord William.
The 2nd bell has a remarkable inscription, a fac-simile
of which, or rather of a rubbing taken from it, is given
(quarter size) on the opposite page. It runs quite round
the shoulder of the bell, with nothing except the initial
cross to indicate where any one of its words begins or
ends, and with its last two letters for want of room placed
under the cross. The letter y (for u) throughout and w
(which only once occurs) are upside down. The type is
of a composite character, some of the letters being Lombardic and some black-letter ; a combination which seems
indicative of the period (1400-1420) " when the two styles
overlapped, or existed side by side ". (Stahlschmidt's
Surrey Church Bells, p. x). The cross and lettering are the
same as are found on the tenor at Egglescliffe, Durham,
where the legend is SANCTE MARCE ORA PRO NOBIS ; also
on the treble at Raskelf, Yorkshire, with legend SANCTE
IACOBE ORA PRO NOBIS ; and on the 2nd bell at Dunsforth,
CHURCH
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Yorkshire, with legend SANCTA HELENA reversed throughout. The tenor at Haughton-le-Skerne, Durham, has in
the same type in three rectangular stamps the letters
BCD PQ RSTV, all reversed and upside down. The cross,
first three letters, and one of two intervening stops (a wavy
bell rope), of the Egglescliffe inscription, are thus engraved (half size) in vol. III, p. 126, of the Newcastleon-Tyne Antiquarian Proceedings :_.*

The other stop is a bell. The same two stops occur at
Raskelf.
The only stop at Dunsforth is the bell.
Haughton-le-Skerne tenor has neither cross nor stop,
but has the bell on its waist. At Greystoke there was
evidently no room for any stop. Nothing has yet come
to light to shew where these bells were cast.
The
chief difficulty in deciphering the Greystoke inscription arises from the contraction of some of the words, and
from the uncertainty attaching to some of the letters,
especially those of black-letter type. In the following
attempt to group the letters and expand the contracted
words I must reluctantly leave a gap :—
+

CANONICVS DOMINVS COLLEGII MAGISTER . .

PAROCHIALIS ECCLESIÆ WILELMVS ME FABRICARE FACIT
ERASMVS SVM SONO QVINTVS.

The word or words required to fill the gap I do not see
how to extract from the letters in the fac-simile, as I read
them, 1NHENV. Some persons, however, who have examined the rubbing, read these letters differently ; so
* For loan of the block I am indebted to Mr. R. Blair, F.S.A., Hon. Sec. of the
Newcastle Society of Antiquaries.

differently
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differently indeed that the only one which has caused no
diversity of opinion is the E. Especially provocative of
variety of opinion is that which I read as H. As to their
meaning no two persons are agreed. Nor does any interpretation of them which I have yet heard, or which I have
myself hazarded, seem to me to be satisfactory. I do not
even feel sure of the correctness of the reading COLLEGII
MAGISTER; the letter immediately preceding the gap not
looking like R. But, whatever it looks like, most persons
who have examined it think it must have been intended
for R. Provisionally assuming it to be so, let it be further
assumed that the whole of the sentence preceding WILELMVS is William's designation ; about which more presently. Meanwhile be it noticed that the bell has a
name which one would like to believe was derived from
the most famous of the men by whom it has been borne.
There are on record instances of bells, even in remote
times, bearing names other than those of calendar saints,
e.g., at Ely cathedral, where the treble of a now extinct
ring, cast in the 14th century, was called " Walsynghame "
after the prior (Raven's Cambridgeshire Bells, p. 7) ; and
since at Greystoke castle there is a portrait, by Holbein,
of Erasmus, who is known to have been a friend of Henry,
Lord Surrey, ancestor of the present lord of Greystoke
manor, a momentary hope arises that the Greystoke
second bell may have been named in memory of the great
scholar. But we have here a coincidence more interesting
than important, since the Howards, who brought the portrait to Greystoke castle, did not themselves come there,
and had nothing whatever to do with the place until the
end of the i6th century, too late to be assigned as a possible date for the bell. What date, then, may be assigned
to the bell ? " Wilelmus ", if we did but know his life and
times, would be our best guide in this matter. This much
we do know of him, supposing I have rightly interpreted
the bell inscription, that he was " canonicus dominus
collegii
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collegii magister ". Assuming him, then, to have been
master of the " college of secular canons " founded at
Greystoke in 1382, we seem to need nothing but a reference to a list of the masters of Greystoke college in
order to identify our man. But no such list has yet
been found. There is incidental mention of some of the
masters, viz : Gilbert Bowett, appointed as first master
in 1382; Adam de Aglionby, known to have been master
here in 1420, but when appointed there is nothing to
show ; Thomas Eaglesfield, who, says Jefferson (Leath
Ward, p. 357), " occurs 1440 " : Richard Wryght, whose
undated tombstone is in the church ; Walter Redman,
" qui obiit ", according to his epitaph, " a' dni mccccix " ;
William Husband, who " occurs 1518 " ; Thomas Bowerbank, who " occurs 1520 John Whelpdale, LL.D., who
died, as appears from his epitaph, in 1526 ; and " Johes
Dacre Magister Collegii de Graystok ac Rector ejusdem ",
mentioned in the " Survey of Ecclesiastical Rights ",
which was taken in 26 Henry VIII, A.D. 1535. John
Dacre was the last master. William Husband, who " occurs 1518 ", may possibly have been a friend or at least an
admirer of Erasmus. But if it was he who, as the bell
says, " me fabricare facit ", he must have done so during
the lifetime of Erasmus, who died in 1536 ; which seems
unlikely. But, indeed, I have no sort of idea that this bell
was named after Desiderius Erasmus, and have only gone
thus far into the question for the satisfaction of any who
might be unwilling to have so interesting an hypothesis
summarily discarded. I believe that our William, should
he ever turn up among the masters of Greystoke college, will be found between Gilbert Bowett and Adam
de Aglionby, i.e., in the period from 1382 to 142o. But at
this stage the bell itself lifts up its voice in a call to suspense of judgment :—SONO QVINTVS. How has it come to
pass that a bell which was once the fifth is now the second ?
This difficulty starts several questions, which shall receive
due
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due consideration when I presently deal collectively with
the ring. Meanwhile I must here propound one of these
questions, viz :-May not our William, no matter how
many Williams may have been masters of the college of
Greystoke, have been master of some other college, and
the bell now under notice not have been cast for Grey-,
stoke, but transferred thither at some unknown time from
the church to which it originally belonged ? This is possible, and will have to be considered. But, whatever its
history, I adhere to the opinion that it was cast at about
the beginning of the i5th century. And what of its name ?
Well, there are two saints named Erasmus in the calendar;
one of whom, the most likely of the two to be the object of
our search, suffered martyrdom at Forrniæ in the year 303
during the persecution under Diocletian. He is represented as standing bound to a tree, whilst his bowels are
being drawn out by a windlass. " This saint is corruptly
called St. Elmo, for Ermo, the abbreviation of Erasmus ;
and he was usually invocated by sailors in the Mediterranean " (Butler's Lives of the Saints, vol. 1, p. 724). Dr.
Raven, formerly of Great Yarmouth, writes to me :" Erasmus was a favourite saint in Norfolk. We have him,
with his windlass, at Hempstead, St. Michael's at Plea,
Buckenham, Sandringham, and Norwich Museum ; and I
dare say he was equally in repute in other parts of England, as were others of Diocletian's victims. I never found
him on a bell." As a patron of sailors St. Erasmus would
naturally be held in repute by Englishmen ; and I incline
to think that he has at last been found upon an English
bell.
At Greystoke there are no old churchwardens' accounts,
as at some other places, to enable us to connect the story of
the bells with that of the parish. But in Lord William
Howard's Housebook, published in 1878 by the Surtees
Society, there is incidental mention of a peal rung in Greystoke church tower on an occasion of more than local
interest
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interest which is of value as helping to set at rest a much
disputed question. It was long unknown where Lord
'William, Sir Walter Scott's " Belted Will ", was buried.
As he lived at Naworth Castle it was taken for granted
that he died there ; but his tomb could nowhere be found.
Sir Walter, by the way, by a bold flight of imagination,
brings Lord William Howard into personal contact with
the famous man whose name has been noticed on the
Greystoke tenor :—
A wrathful man was Dacre's lord,
But calmer Howard took the word.
Ill could the haughty Dacre brook
His brother-warden's sage rebuke :
And yet his forward step he staid,
And slow and sullenly obeyed.
But ne'er again the Border side
Did these two lords in friendship ride ;
And this slight discontent, men say
Cost blood upon another day.

Which discontent between those two lords Sir Walter
should have been slow to impute, as they were allied by
family ties, Lord William Howard's wife being his alleged
comrade's great-grand-daughter. Let us, however, welcome as a symbol of reconciliation the recorded fact of the
bell cast in memory of Thomas de Dacre being rung for
the funeral of Belted Will :—
1640, October 8, To five menne for ringinge the bells in Graystock
Church at my Lord's buriall xxs (Ld Wm. Howard's Housebook, p.
354).

Thus, as the editor of the housebook says (Introduction,
p. lxiv), " all doubt is removed as to the place of his
sepulture ; at Greystoke castle he died, and in Greystoke
church he found a grave." But his grave, though since
the publication of his housebook search has been made for
it,
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it, is not yet identified. If the item of payment to " five
menne " is to be taken as indicating that Greystoke church
had five bells in 1640, then we must conclude that one of
them disappeared between that time and 1704, in which
latter year Bishop Nicolson found only four bells in the
tower. Nor had Edward VI's commissioners in 1552
found more than four bells at Greystoke (ante, VIII, 202).
Yet, if " Erasmus " was originally cast for Greystoke,
there must at some time or other have been at least five
bells in Greystoke church tower. A fifth bell in 1640,
supposing the five men who rang for Lord William
Howard's funeral to indicate that there were then five
bells, throws no light on this question, as it must have
corne and gone between 1552 and 1704, since the four
which still remain, being all of earlier date than 1552,
must be identical with the " iiij gret belles " of Edward
VI's Inventory. Looking, then, to Erasmus' present position, according to the modern rule of numbering, second
in the descending scale, if it was ever "quint us " at Greystoke, and if the same rule of numbering held good when
it was cast, we must infer that there was once in the
tower a ring of at least six, three of which were trebles
above " Katerina ", with " Andreas " as tenor; the present tenor, which is dated 1524, being a later addition.
When did those three trebles, supposing them once to
have existed, disappear ? Did Henry VIII's " visitors "
take them ? Well, Greystoke church, being collegiate,
had a narrow escape, at the dissolution of colleges, from
losing all its bells, and everything else it possessed. " It
was disputed whether the church did continue rectorial,
or the rectory and profits thereof became vested in the
crown by the said dissolution. For the incumbent it was
alleged that he was possessed by presentation, admission,
institution, and induction ; that the church was indeed
made collegiate, but it was by the pope's authority only ;
that they had no common seal, and therefore were not a
legal
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légal corporation. Judgment was given against the king ;
and the church continued rectorial and parochial " (Burn
and NicolsGn, ii, 363). Under these circumstances Greystoke was more likely to gain than to lose a bell through
the proceedings of the king's visitors ; and, indeed, if its
present second bell was ever " quintus " in some other
church, the year of the dissolution (1538) was the most
probable date of its transference to Greystoke church
tower. The bells of Shap Abbey are traditionally believed
to have been distributed among neighbouring churches; one
of them is said to be now at Kirkbythore (Whellan, p. 753),
and another at Orton (ante, vi, 84). The bell of the " late
ffreers in Applebye " was bought by " Xpofer Crackenthropp of Newbigging esquyer " ; that of the " late howse
of the ffreers in Penrithe " by " Richarde Wasshingtone
besyde Kendal " ; and " one of the thre bells pteyning to
the late sell of Wetheral came to Carlysle which bell was
hanged upon the wall called Springoll Tower to call the
workmen to work " (ante, vi, 434-5). The late town
clock bell at Carlisle is supposed to have belonged until
the dissolution to St. Alban's chapel (Jefferson, p. 149) .
Thus we see how the bells of despoiled abbeys, chantries,
and religious houses, were dispersed at the dissolution. It
mattered not to the king's visitors what became of them,
so that the money derived from their sale went into the
royal treasury. Hence it happened that many of them
were not melted down, but were bought for ecclesiastical
or secular use. The then rector of Greystoke, John Dacre,
might have sufficient influence with his kinsman, the lord
of Greystoke manor, to induce him to purchase one of the
confiscated bells for his church. This hypothesis must
not be set aside without examination. One of the reasons
for entertaining it is that some campanologists contend
that anciently bells were numbered in ascending, and not,
as now, in descending scale ; and, if Erasmus was ever
" quintus " at Greystoke in ascending scale, the ring, with
three
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three tenors below Andreas, would have been an exceptionally heavy one for a Cumberland church. There is
evidence that some ancient rings were numbered in ascending scale. Such was the case at Ely (Raven, p. 7) and
at Exeter (Ellacombes' Exeter Cathedral Bells, p. 15).
But a few instances will not prove it to have been the
rule ; and it seems unlikely that a fixed rule of this kind
should have got turned upside down. It is more likely
that, until change-ringing began to be thought of, there
was no fixed rule. Evidently there was no fixed rule in
1552, since Edward VI's inventories (see Berks, p. 9, and
Herts, p. 6o), when they indicate first bell, second bell, &c.,
and add the weights, sometimes begin with the treble,
sometimes with the tenor. I am disposed, then, to think
that " Erasmus ", if at any time fifth bell at Greystoke,
was fifth in descending scale. Another reason for supposing this bell to have originally hung elsewhere is that
it has been more clipped round the verge, for the purpose
of sharpening, than any other bell I have ever seen ; which
shews that, when first placed in Greystoke tower, it must
have been considerably out of tune with Andreas and
Katerina. But it is doubtful whether anyone in mediæval
times, when furnishing a church tower with bells, cared
anything at all about the scale. In the inventories of 1552
we meet with entries of this kind : " thre belles of one
chyme " at Brimpton (Berks, p. 8) ; " iiij belles of one
rynge" at Much Malden (Herts, p. 70) ; the apparently
exceptional character of which entries seems to imply that
for the most part the bells of that time were not in harmony. Nor was there the same necessity as in later times
for them to be in harmony, each bell having anciently its
separate use ; for minute injunctions on which subject
see Bp. Grandison's Statutes directing the use to which
each bell at Ottery St. Mary was to be put (Ellacombe's
Exeter Cathedral Bells, p. 12). Another reason for questioning whether the bell is in situ, viz, that it is evidently
not

tcwaas_001_1891_vol11_0016

150

CHURCH BELLS IN LEATH WARD.

notfrom the same foundry as the two bells between which
it now hangs, would have more weight if, in order to
maintain that it was cast for Greystoke, it were necessary
to assume that it was cast at the same time as Andreas
and Katerina. That there did once hang between these
two bells another which was cast at the same time and at
the same foundry is likely enough. But it may have become cracked,'and Erasmus may have been cast at another
foundry toreplace it. Dr. Raven, in his letter to me, referring to Erasmus, says :—" I read the lettering much as
you do, only wondering whether the words may be ` fabrica (for fabrice) refacit ' ; which would open up a long
Whether this be the correct
history of the peal".
reading or not, it still may be true that the original bell
has been recast. Assuming this to have been the case,
but by no means insisting on the accuracy of the inferences
I draw from it, I will conclude with a conjectural " history
of the peal ". At some time during the first twenty years
of the fifteenth century the tower was rebuilt, and furnished
with six bells, each bearing the name of one of the six
chantry saints. It was a likely time for a work of this
kind to be done in the diocese cf Carlisle, which from L400
to I4I9 was presided over by a tower-building and campanistic bishop, William de Strickland, who raised the
tower of Carlisle cathedral " a medietate ad summum ",
placing therein " quatuor magnas campanas ", built a
tower at Rose Castle, and added what was called the
" bisho-p's tower" to Penrith castle. No need to suppose
that he either built the tower of Greystoke church or gave
the bells. Indeed it seems that Katerina and Andreas
were given by T. Auckland and Rt. Edmundson. It is
enough to know that Bishop Strickland in such matters
set an example, and would be sure to encourage similar
works. The fifth bell, however, in descending scale, of
the new Greystoke ring, was either from the first in some
way defective or soon got cracked, and " Wilelmus magister
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ter collegii " had it recast, not however by its original
founder. For reasons best known to himself he changed
its name. It was a deal too flat ; which, however, until
change-ringing came into vogue in the 17th century,
would be of no consequence. Lord William Dacre, on
the death of his father, wishing to put up something to
his memory in Greystoke church, consigned the three
trebles, which may have become cracked and useless, to
the furnace of Ihon Tornor, who recast them into the
present tenor, and also tuned what had previously been
the fifth bell, but was now become the second.
I do not, as I have already intimated, ask or expect
assent to conjectures, which further research is as likely
to disprove as to sustain ; it matters not which, so that
they serve the purpose of suggesting inquiry ; and I can
only hope that what I have written may be not without
value to some more competent campanologist who may
hereafter undertake to tell more completely the story of
the Greystoke bells.
There are here the usages of 8 a.m. Sunday bell, and
death knell without " tellers."

In vol. III, p. 13o, of the Newcastle-on-Tyne Antiquarian Proceedings there is the following note.—" In 1876 Mr. G. Ferguson of
Middleton-in-Teesdale reported (Arch. ÆEl. vii, 142) that in 1854 there
was a bell at Greystoke which had been brought from Patterdale.
It was not to be found in 186o. It was inscribed in Lombardics of
the 15th century :+ (two v's interlaced like an old w) ABC (mark of one v) DFFGHIK.
The D and Lombardic H were upside down. I have not been able
to obtain any further information about this bell. H.W.
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