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AN ANCIENT VILLAGE IN HUGILL.

and the farmhouse. Several low banks (whether ancient or
recent, I cannot determine) have been thrown up on the
margin, and across a portion of the bed, of these hollows.
THE CIRCUMVALLATION.

The new plan shows that the modern wall has been
built along the crest of the ancient inclosing bank, or
rampart, nearly throughout its circuit. There is no indication that the latter rounded the base of the escarpment
in the south angle, as shown in the earlier plan :---former
observers having evidently been misled by a slight
steepening of the foot of the slope, where a few rocky
points ' protrude. On the other hand, the still boldly
marked banks, forming a salient angle, strongly suggest
that such was the' form (unusual though it is) of this
portion of the rampart. Equally strong is the evidence
that the south-western and south-eastern sides were
nearly straight. Though there are signs of a prolongation
of the latter northward toward another salient angle ; and
some edge-stones at the foot of the north-eastern wall,
suggesting a possible return along that line toward the
plantation ; it is clear that the main rampart crossed this
corner of the field to the sheep-folds, through which all
traces of it have been completely obliterated,—except,
perhaps, a large boulder built in at the entrance to the
eastern fold. The edge-stones of the well-defined portion
of this bank, east of the folds, mark a breadth varying
from Io to 14 feet.* Between the plantation and the gate
beyond the northern point, the rampart seems to have
been formed much more by digging out the hollow below
it than by heaping a bank against the rising ground behind :
for its present crest stands scarcely, if at all, above the
natural surface. The highest spot, opposite to the radial
* Referring to this part, of the bank, Mr. Wilson gives its breadth as only
"about four feet."

wall
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walk at the north point is about 790 feet above. Ordnance
datum. There is no ditch anywhere in the circuit.
GATEWAYS.

The principal gateway (omitted in the earlier plan) is in
the middle of the north-western side. It was approached
by a short hollow way, screened—in military phrase,
covered—by a low rocky scarp, crowned with a great heap
of stones. From this entrance, a passage, with openings
on-either hand into several inclosures, led to the interior.
But-such a settlement seldom had only one entrance :
commonly there were three; and I think the others may
be found where indicated in the plan. One of these iš at
the gap in the south=western bank, corresponding with a
narrow gate in the wall, one flank of which rests on a
large boulder laid transversely, with its flat side against
the opening. From thence, a natural shelf or roadway,
rising gently eastward, leads to the platform along the
brow of the lowest escarpment, in the direction of that
which, I think, was another entrance through a gap in
the bank, affording ready access to the spring. Whether
there was a fourth gateway at the neck of the rocky knoll
near the northern point, there is hardly enough evidence
to determine : but it is not improbable.
OUTWORKS.

Along the north side of a radial wall running westward
from the rampart near the principal gateway, there is a
shallow belt of stones, 175 feet in length, and 10 or [2 feet
in greatest breadth. Are these, and the aforesaid heap
of stones outside the main entrance, relics of portions-of
the defences ? Mr. Addison, tenant of the farm for 3o
years, told me that the stones were there when he came ;
but he thought they had been cleared off the fields. I am
not, however, of this opinion for, having failed to find
any
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any other such collections of stones thereabout, where
much of the land is equally stony, and has been put to
similar uses, it seems more reasonable to suppose that
these are ruins of ancient works designed to protect the
gateway and the rising ground north of it.
THE ENCEINTE.

The area inclosed by the circumvallation—omitting the
doubtful eastern salient angle—is I a. 3 r. 28 p. The
larger portion consists of four stages stepping down altogether about 3o feet t from the northernmost and highest
point to the south corner, the lowest. First, under the
scarp of the rampart—here about five feet in height—
comes a shelving terrace, averaging 6o feet across, with a
rocky knoll at its west end, overlooking a hollow in which
are the remains of a very small hut-circle (not in the old
plan), seven feet in diameter,t with an entrance facing
south. At the foot of this stage is a bent escarpment,
about six feet in height, made by excavating the ground,
at once to obtain material for embankments, and to secure
shelter from the north wind. Along the eastern and lower
half of its length, its crest is formed into a slight bank,
raised only a few inches above the ground behind it,—
more, I think, to increase the height of the screen, or to
throw off water from above, than to protect against attacks
from that side : so that this part of the work can hardly
be regarded as an inner line of defence. Near its eastern
* The area is erroneously given as "about half an acre " in the account of the
Society's visit, vol. vi., p. 89.
t As no levels were taken, it must be understood that the heights given here
are only rough approximations, mostly in round numbers, but sufficient to convey
an idea of the lie of the land. The east corner of the field is about io feet below
the highest point; and there is a farther fall of about io feet to the west corner,
which, therefore, is about 20 feet below the highest, and io feet above the lowest
point.
:The diameters of hut-circles given in this paper are internal ones, measured
in each case to the foot of the existing degraded bank; consequently, somewhat
less than the original ones. 27 feet may be called the standard diameter of hutcircles,

extremity,
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extremity, just between the two spur-banks, its breadth,
measured from edge-stones on both sides, is eight feet.
Below it, is a nearly level terrace, 90 feet in width as to
its western half, but diminishing to a point at the east
end. Its surface is broken by several banks :--(i) a wellmarked spur, on one flank of which several edge-stones
remain in situ ; (2) a complete hut-circle, 24 feet in diameter, with entrance facing nearly S.W., exactly toward
one of the passage-ways referred to just below; (3) a
bank, with a long semi-circular sweep, issuing very boldly
from the escarpment, gradually becoming lower and narrower, and ending in a point, beyond which, at intervals,
are a few stones ranging in a straight line,—apparently the
remains of a bank which formed a prolongation of the
curved one, and separated two passages,— one leading
into the area embraced by the curve ; the other, to the
eastern half of the terrace. In the old plan, the curved
bank is fancifully continued to complete the circuit, forming a closed ring marked as 56 feet in diameter—much too
great for a hut-circle. There is nothing on the west side
but the extremely faint edge of a very low triangular
platform,* on which stands a conspicuous modern stone
pile. On the other side of the second passage, where a
hut-circle, 18 feet in diameter, touching the transverse
wall, is shown in the old plan, the remains are really
those of two spur-banks—one much longer than the other
—including between them a rudely rectangular shelter,
12 feet wide, and open toward the N.W. The only other
noteworthy object of the same kind in this central
division—a small hut-circle, io feet in diameter—nestles
under the western part of the escarpment which overlooks it ; while three boulders—A, Eft. Sins. X 4ft. gins.;
B, 5ft. x 4ft. Sins. ; and c, aft. 4ins. x aft. Sins.—lie on the
* This, and others of the more faintly marked features of the surface, appear
too distinctly in the plan. It is impossible to render these with due delicacy by
the photo-lithographic process.

ground,
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ground, 12 feet from the foot of the slope.* Next in order
come the footings of a broad, sinuous, transverse wall, or
stone bank, on shelving ground, separating the central
platform from the southernmost one, which is only a foot
or so lower. The remains consist of a belt of stones, of
various sizes, interrupted here and there, nearly level with
the ground, and with no distinctly marked edges. On the
terrace below it, (like the preceding one, nearly level), are
a few faint indications of ancient works. In the east
corner, a slight bank, forming a quadrant, shuts in a plot
of ground, in which protrudes a small low mound of rock
or stones. Westward is a string of scarcely discernible
mounds, nearly parallel to the main transverse wall, with
a few small exposures of stones. Beyond its western
extremity a spur projects southward from the transverse
wall, its end hooked so as partially to form a hut-circle,
13 feet in diameter, with entrance facing N. In the old
plan, this is marked as a complete circle, 12 feet in diameter. Just behind,—that is, S.E. of it,—is a low, curved
bank, at the edge of a shallow hollow, on the other side of
which are a few buried stones. The hollow was probably
a shelter ; but not, I think, of the circular form shown in
the earlier plan. It may be added that the western part
of this platform declines to a rather lower level. Lastly,
there is a steep, natural escarpment, about 12 feet in
height, overlooking the small hollow in the salient angle
of the inclosure. There are no traces of an inner line of
circumvallation, which it has been supposed was carried
round under the brow of the escarpment. At its east end,
the outer rampart, where it suddenly contracts in width,
a little south of that which, I suppose, was the sallyport
to the spring, is reinforced by a great boulder. The
remaining western quarter of the enceinte is entirely occu-

* c is wrongly placed in the iSSi plan.

pied,
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pied by the ruins of a number of courts and hut-dwellings.
Of the latter, there are traces of six—for the most part,
apparently, somewhat rectangular in plan—ranged along
the inner side of the curved western rampart. Only four
appear in the old plan, which wrongly represents them as
circular—a form seldom, if ever, seen in huts attached to
a bank. In this part of the field there are three places where
the original widths of banks and walling can be measured.
—(i) At the double row of edge-stones on the curved
partition, 50 feet east from the main entrance, the width
varies from 5ft. 3ins. to 6ft. bins. (2) At a small spurbank, 30 feet east from the gate in the south-western wall,
the width, similarly indicated, is aft. (3) 40 feet N.E. of
this spur, at a well-marked passage through a belt of very
small stones, the width of the belt is 6ft. gins., and that
of the passage Oft.
CUP-MARKINGS.

Cup-and-ring marks are frequently found in the North,
upon prominent stones in inclosures like this ; and no
doubt their occurrence would be oftener noted if they were
systematically sought for. When at Hugill, I was unable
to do more than to note the positions of such as were
observed during the progress of the survey. There were
three of these—single cups without rings. In Mr. Wilson's
paper, mention has already been made of one of them,—a
well-defined cup, about 2ins. in diameter, in the flat,
vertical, eastern face of the boulder c. A second is in
stone D, 35 feet within the main gateway ; and a third in
stone E, 103 feet from the west corner, toward the centre
of the field. All of these certainly look like genuine cupmarks. There is a stone F, 2ft. square, the flat top of
which, being at the ground level, is pitted with shallow
hollows, wavy edges, and channels. Though it is barely
possible that these were originally the work of man, their
appearance
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appearance strongly suggests the conclusion that they are
wholly due to natural weathering.*
CONCLUSIONS.

This is not a camp : for neither the relation of the site
to its surroundings, nor its internal arrangements, permit
it to be so classified. The camps of our rude predecessors,
intended much less for residence than for refuge in times
of danger, occupied strong positions ; and only in some
instances do we find within them evidence of permanent
occupation. Where traces of this occur, they are naturally restricted to that smaller part of the area which
would suffice for the accommodation of a garrison ; and
are so disposed as not to interfere with the defence of the
ramparts. The remains at Hugill belong to a numerous
class—fortified villages—in locating and planning which
three chief objects were kept in view ;—(i) a sunny aspect,
with sufficient level ground to accommodate man and
beast in huts and yards or pens ; ( 2) bieli, often increased
by scooping out of the gentler slopes hollows sheltered
from the keenest winds ; (3) defence against sudden
hostile surprises, or attacks by wild animals, such as
wolves. In some parts of the country it was the custom
to reinforce earthen ramparts with a stockade. But here,
on the open fell side, as it was then, where abundance of
stone could be had for the collecting, it is probable
that the superstructure, both of the ramparts and of the
inner works, was of that material. It is not very clear
why these were of such great and, apparently, unnecessary
thickness. The habits of uncivilized warfare being not
systematic, but predatory and desultory,—prompting rapid
assaults rather than the slow sapping of sieges,—there
would seem to be little use in surrounding a place in these
* The rock of the site belongs to the upper slates.

wilds
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wilds with works so solid as to demand much time and
patient labour for their destruction. And the difficulty of
finding a reason is increased when—as, I think, was the
case here—the ramparts, though thick, must have been
so low that they could easily have been rushed by determined assailants. Well-built walls, with a base of four
feet, would not only be proof against animals, but good
enough to resist sudden assaults. The same problems
are presented by other similar settlements of people who
must have been in much the same social state : —for
example, one in the south of England, resembling, in
several points, this in the north country. I refer to
Grimspound, on Dartmoor, a village consisting of 25
well-built circular huts, about 17 feet in diameter, in a
squarely oval inclosure of four acres, defended by a massive
granite rampart, ten feet in thickness, and about five feet
in greatest height, pierced by three gateways,—two of
which, at least, are probably ancient,—and supplied with
water by a streamlet crossing part of the inclosure. The
curious anomaly in a place so strongly walled is, that the
site is on one of the flanks of a low neck between two
opposite hill slopes which command it on either side : so
that, as at Hugill, the inhabitants would be much harassed by hostile archers and slingers. But even if the
selection of a spot so lacking the chief element of military
strength—a dominating position—were to indicate that,
at that time, the sling and the bow were not used in the
district, or that the latter was too poor a weapon to be
effective, save at very short range ; we should still have to
find a reason for what looks like a most wasteful expenditure of labour in piling up these ponderous walls,—vastly
bolder than those at Hugill,—when so much less would
have amply sufficed. It only remains to note that the
object of throwing out the southern salient angle at Hugill
may have been to secure a space particularly eligible for
habitation, because under the lee of the protecting slope
above it.
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