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ART. XIX.— .Vatterdale Church and School. By the Rev.
J. WHITESIDE, M.A., Incumbent of Helsington.
Communicated at Carlisle,

,

une 20th, 1900.

I

VENTURE to think that the remote dale churches
have not received all the attention they deserve from
our Society. If there are sekior any events of great
historical importance to chronicle, and few things to
inspect therein that can really be termed antiquities, yet
they must possess a peculiar fascination for Churchmen
who desire to trace the progress and continuity of the
Church.
The church of Matterdale is situated almost 1,000 feet
above sea level, amid an amphitheatre of glorious hills,
between the hamlets of Dockray and Matterdale End, in
the ancient parish of Greystoke.
The date of the existing fabric is a theme of constant
discussion between the three antiquaries of the dale, for
whose assistance I must express my deep obligation, the
Rev. R. V. Nanson, and Messrs. Thomas Wilkinson and
James Sagar.
The earliest document we possess is that in which
Bishop Meye, in 1580, grants parochial rights to the
chapelry :—
To all Christian people to whom these presents shall come, John by
the providence of God Bishop of Carlisle sendeth greeting in our
Lord everlasting. Know ye that at the reasonable suit of the
whole inhabitants of the Chapelry of Matterdale, complaining that
by reason that their parish Church of Graystock is so far distant
from them, and from the annoyances of snow or other foul weather
in the winter season in that fellish part, they be often very sore
troubled with carrying the dead corpses dying within the said
Chapelry and the infants there born unto burial and christening to
their said parish church of Graystock, sometimes the weather being
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so foul and stormy that they be driven to let their dead bodies
remain unburied longer time than is convenient, or else to abide
that annoyance and danger in carrying them to burial as is not
reasonable, and therefore have divers times made humble suit for
remedy of their sad inconvenience and griefs: We the said Bishop,
with the consent of Mr. Edward Hansbie bachelor of divinity and
parson of the said church of Graystock, have given and granted
unto all the inhabitants wch now be, or wch from henceforth shall
be of the Chapelry aforesaid, full authority to cause to be baptised
and christened in the chapel of Matterdale all and singular the
infants which shall at any time hereafter be born within the
said Chapelry, and all women who within the same shall
bring forth any child, to go t® the said chapel, and to have prayers
said for her deliverance set forth by public authority, which
commonly hath been called the purification of women ; and that it
may also be lawful unto the said inhabitants from time to time
hereafter to cause their marriages to be celebrated within the same
chapel ; both the said persons which shall be married or the one
of them being an inhabitant and dweller within the same chapelry ;
and such persons as shall from time to time happen to die or
depart this wrld within the said Chapelry, to bury them within the
same Chapel or Churchyard of the same : giving and granting unto
the said Chapel the right to receive infants to baptism, women to
be purified, persons to be married in the said Chapel, and all
manner of persons dying within the said Chapelry, to whom the
laws of this realm do not deny Christian burial, to be buried in the
said Chapel or Churchyard ; Beseeching the Almighty, that as we
do not doubt but that he bath already sanctified and hallowed the
said Chapel and Churchyard through the prayers of the faithful
made therein and the preaching of his most blessed word ; so it
may please him to grant unto all those which shall he baptised
within the said Chapel, that they may receive remission of sins,
perfect regeneration, and be made heirs of the kingdom of heaven ;
and to sanctify the marriage of all such as shall be married in the
same Chapel ; and to such as shall be buried in the said Chapel or
Churchyard to grant resurrection unto life everlasting. These in
no wise to prejudice or hinder the right of the parish church of
Graystock aforesaid, nor the estate of the said Mr. Hansbie now
parson of the same, or his successors parsons there, in any the
tithes, rights, obligations, duties, commodities, or emoluments, dtie
unto the said parish Church or to the said Edward Hansbie his
successors parsons of the same out of the said Chapelry, or the
inhabitants of the same, or any of them from time to time there
dwelling ; the right interest and estate of which Church and the
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said Edward Hansbie and his successors parsons there, we do
reserve and save by these presents. Provided always that the
inhabitants of the said Chapelry shall at their own proper costs and
charges (as hath been before used) find and maintain a good and
able priest to be resident within the said Chapelry, to minister
divine service, and holy sacraments, as shall be allowed by the said
Bishop and our successors ; and shall provide unto him such
convenient dwelling and habitation within the same Chapelry, and
give him such wages for his relief and maintenance, to the worthyness of his estate and calling, as shall be thought meet and convenient unto us the said Bishop and our successors bishops of
Carlisle ; and shall also elect, with the consent of the minister there
from time to time, an honest person to be the parish clerk of the
saine Chapel, and shall give to him" convenient wages for keeping
the said Church and things belonging to the same in good order,
and doing other duties which pertain to the office of a clerk ; and
shall yearly elect and chuse by the consent of the said minister, the
churchwardens and some sidesmen, to do the duties which unto
their office doth belong ; and shall repair, maintain and uphold the
said Chapel and walls of the yard thereof, with all needful and
convenient reparations whatsoever and shall from time to time see
and provide that the said Chapel and Churchyard be used with
that seemly and reverend manner as becometh the house and place
dedicated to the service of God ; and finally, shall from time to
time, and at all times hereafter receive and obey all such injunctions, general and particular, which shall from thenceforth be given
by us the said Bishop and our successors, for the service of God
and good order to be maintained within the said Chapel and
Chapelry. Under which conditions we do dedicate the said Chapel
and Churchyard to the use aforesaid and none otherwise. In
witness whereof we have to these presents put the seal of our
bishoprick. Given the 3oth day of October in the year of our Lord
God a thousand five hundred and eighty, and in the zznd year of
the reign of our most gracious sovereign Lady Elizabeth by the
grace of God Queen of England France and Ireland, defender of
the faith &c. and of our consecration the fourth.

Clearly then there was before 158o a House of Prayer,
which having been erected sonic years had been already
sanctified and hallowed by Almighty God through the
prayers of the faithful and the preaching of the Word.
There was no formal consecration, a ceremony which
was often omitted in similar chapels, e.g., in Swindale,
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and held unnecessary when the fabric had been consecrated by the usage of years.
Now there is a document preserved in the safe from
which it appears that about 1566 the inhabitants had
petitioned for a church. I quote this in full, the
bracketed dates being my own. It is the deed for the
priest's wage :Whereas about ye eight year of Queen Elizabeth (1566) the Inhabitants of Matterdale did petition for having a church att ye said
Matterdale which was granted in Bishop Best his time (1561-1570)
with a pviso that they should maintain a Currate att it which ye
said Inhabitants did pmise and Ingage to doe. And in order thereto
did make up about (forty pounds Church stock amongst them that
ye use thereof might goe to ye Currate which was then Lent forth
att two shillings the pound or more. But in ye time of King James
the First (1603-1625) when money came to a Lower use the said
Inhabitants were forced to take ye said Church stock into their own
hands And pay to ye Currate two shillings
which hath
so continued ever. since. Now we considering that often part of ye
said Church stock is lost and we have it to make up again And
often times we have much cost and trouble with sueing for yt
which is in dainger to be lost And also when a Tenant dyes ye
widow and younger children hath it to pay to ye heir forth of ye
deceased man's goodds And therefore we having ye said Church
stock in our own hands doe agree and Covenant to lay it upon our
own Lands so that every Tenement of eight shillings Rent shall
yearly pay to ye Currate two shillings sixpence of Current English
money as a known due forth of ye land accordingly, and
to
ye first Covenent. And so every one yt hath more or less rent after
yt rate and to continue from ansestor to heirs accordingly as is
hereafter subscribed . . . . doe hereby bind ourselves our heires
executors
successors on our land as wittnesse our hands
and sealls In ye eleavent year of ye Reigne of King William ye third
over England &c. and in ye year of our Lord God 1699.
Tho. Wilson

s. d.
... 2 6

John Harrison
... 2 6
(afterwards erased)
Christopher Brownrig... 2 6
John Hoggard
2 0

Tho. Harrison
Hollas
Rich. Wilkinson ...
Tho : Grisedall ...
Edward Grisedal ...
Thomas
...
...
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John
...
John Dawson
Michael Atkinson
Robert Rukin
Agnes Gibson
Robt Hudson

2

0
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Joseph Grisedal ... 3 9
...

2

o

gr
o 7q
I 3
2 2 q John Greenhow ... 2 6 o
I 3
John Brownrig ... 1 o o
1 3
Richard Wilkinson 2 2 1 o
William Hoggerd [?] — —
2

On the other side of the deed are the following :—
_ Edward Nicholson
John Griesdail
William Grisdale W
John Wilkinson
Thomas Grisedale
Agnes Grisedale
*John Willson
Richard Sutton

s. d.
6 John Tompson
6 William Dockaray
...
1 6
I 3
...
2 6
...
2 6 *George Martin
2 6 *James Nesfield
... 2 6 *Edward Dawson
2
2

s. d.
.. o
—
—
—
... 2 6
... 2 6
... 2 6

There is written on the back of the original priest-wage
document :—
October 2. 1700
doe allow of this . . . . provided it does not at the present nor
shall at any future time prejudice or . . . . fines rents services or
any dues whatsoever which shall be payable to my father his heirs
or assigns as Ld or Lords of the Barony of Greystock
Hen : Ch : Howard.
I

Mr. Howard, acting as his father's agent, seems to have
seen the people's agreement a year later, and thus
approved of it conditionally.
Before Queen Anne's death chapelries were often of
very little value, and the vicar or rector of the ancient
parish might assign his right of presentation to the
parishioners or trustees, who would then be the more
willing to furnish priest-wage, whittle-gate, &c. We
shall see later that the rector of Greystoke had frequently
accepted the people's nominee.
* These seem to have been written over later in different ink.
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The word Hollas above the name of Richard Wilkinson
probably denotes a farm now known as " The Hollows."
It is on the left side of the road as you go from the
church towards Matterdale End and Troutbeck. The
house door is very old, studded with oaken pegs. As a
secluded inn, it was a famous drinking place in the prerailway days, but not within living memory. Attached
thereto is a brew-house, the old oak door of which has
B.H. painted on it.
In the baptismal registers there is mention of Low
Hollesse, August r2th, 1727, and Low Hollas, January
27th, 1786. The Low Hollows is some 150 yards below
the other Hollows. The dwelling-house no longer exists,
only a barn and cattle-house remaining.
Here our late president's words may fitly be quoted
from p. 171 of the Diocesan History —" The origin of
these chapelries requires to be made known : their
salaries are charges on the land, but the deeds creating
the charges are at this date rarely forthcoming, and in
some places the land owners, who are liable to them, are
beginning to repudiate the payment on the ground that
they are voluntary payments, were abolished with churchrates or other frivolous and shabby pretence." A repudiawhich has not taken root in Matterdale.
Returning to our point, we seem to have fixed the
founding of the church of Matterdale, i.e., of the fabric,
between 1566 and 157o, the former being the eighth year
of Queen Elizabeth, and the latter being the last year of
Bishop Best.
The local tradition, which is consistent with Bishop
Best's granting of the petition, is to the effect that the
actual year was 1573, and this rests entirely upon the
authority of the easternmost beam in the chapel, which
has cut upon it this date and initials :—
XXX
MdXX

LP

AL

WP

XXIII
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Before commenting on these, I must draw attention to
another date and initials. Over the closed-up priest's
door between the two eastern windows on the south side
is fixed a stone which is said by some to have been dug
out of a grave near the large yew trees, by others to have
been found in the churchyard walls, 52 years ago. John
Hebson, who worked at the church during the restoration
of 1848, told the Rev. John Bell that it was found in the
churchyard at that time, and built above the priest's door.
It bears this inscription :—
I. W.

CHVRCH WADAN
1686

C. S. i

F. MASON.

The question, therefore, has arisen—was the present
church built in 1686 according to the stone, or in 1573
according to the beam ?
The conclusions which I venture to arrive at are (1)
That the present fabric is not earlier than 1686 ; possibly
it is a century later, and was built upon the old site.
(2) That the date upon the beam was cut at the time of
the rebuilding, or even later. The church has every
appearance of a much later date than 1573, and it has a
close resemblance to other dale chapels of the eighteenth
century, whose date is unquestioned ; its windows, which
seem not to have been altered, are very plain and squareheaded, with no characteristics of the sixteenth century.
It was not very fashionable to cut dates and initials about
1573, but it was a popular fancy, a9 we know from the old
oak cabinets and initials, which are to be seen all over
Cumberland and Westmorland between 165o and 175o.
And if the walls are of 1686 or later, the beams must also
be, unless we can believe the original fabric to have been
exactly of the same dimensions, which is unlikely. And
we can well understand how a later incumbent, or some
other person who knew of the earlier fabric, might desire
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to make a note of its foundation. Some light might be
thrown upon the subject if we could certainly identify, as
I trust we may by some local research, the owners of the
initials, but unfortunately the registers are almost illegible.
Mr. Sagar suggests that L. P. represents the parson,
while A. L. is a warden and so is P. I., W. being for
warden. Others maintain that they are the names of
four workmen, L. P. being Lancelot Pattinson, and W. P.
another Pattinson. The Pattinsons, an ancient family,
have been builders in this neighbourhood for many
generations, and Lancelot is a frequent christian name in
the family. I think the latter supposition more likely,
and I can find no trace of a parson L. P. The letters are
very distinct, and have quite a modern look.
My own idea is that the initials on the beam represent
the builders of the present fabric, Lancelot Pattinson
being one. May the date intended be 1753 and not
1573 ? For the position of the figures is very curious ;
the first two XX being separate from the others might be
an error for CC, and this would explain why they are in
a different line. 1753 is not an unlikely date for the
fabric, and the original building of the sixteenth century
might be in good condition up to that time.
A Lancelot Pattinson, who died some 35 years ago, at
the patriarchial age of 94, was born at Swineside in
Matterdale. With his long white hair and flowing beard,
he was an object of interest to Lake visitors when he
resided in a one-roomed, dry-walled cabin, which he had
built for himself on some waste land near Goldrill Bridge,
Patterdale.
It is most likely that the 1686 stone has nothing to do
with the building of the fabric. If it does refer to the
church, what was its original position, how came it to
have been removed so soon into the churchyard, and why
has it not the name of the incumbent, but only the
warden and foreman mason ?
The ancient approach to the churchyard was between
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the two yews on the south side. The wall on that side of
the churchyard may have been built with a gateway in
1686, and the parson's name might be omitted on the
inscribed stone, as it is not his special duty to be
responsible for the fences. The entrance being changed
6o years ago to the south-west corner, or the gateway
being demolished, the stone might lie about the churchyard until at a later period it was fixed in its present
position, being supposed to commemorate the rebuilding
of the church. This, however, is merely a suggestion.
The yews, if we could certainly measure their age,
would afford some unquestionable testimony. Mr. Sagar
writes :—
" I measured the yew trees in 1895, and found the
girth of the larger one to be 105 inches. Dividing by
3'1416 we find 33'4 inches to be the diameter of the tree.
Professor Bowman calculates that the yew increases in
diameter at the rate of one inch in six years. Multiply
33'4 by 6, and you get 200 the approximate age of the
tree. We may go a step further, and say 1895 minus
200=1695." Both are about 24 feet high. I recently
measured the girth of the female as about 11 feet, and of
the male as 7 feet. Both seem of the same planting, and
some experts would declare from these measurements
that they are far more than 200 years old ; but the
growth of trees is very rapid in a favourable soil and
situation. For instance, the Mardale yews, which are
much smaller, have been asserted to be 600 or 700 years
old. But there it is attempted to prove the chapel to be
of the thirteenth century.
A small yew in Matterdale Churchyard, not 6o years
old, is 4 feet in girth. A larch tree near the small wicket
that enters the vicarage garden is 1iß feet round. It was
planted in 1810 by the father of Joseph Stout, of Hill
Farm, Watermillock, assisted by Abraham Watson.
Leaving partially unsolved this vexed question of dates,
which may seem of trifling interest to outsiders, and
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suggesting -to present vicars and antiquaries that the
smallest incidents in a parish to-day, that may now seem
not worth chronicling in the annals of the church, may
be of intense interest to a curious posterity, we pass to
a very praiseworthy document of Bishop Fleming's time,
i.e., between 1735-1747.
To the Right Reverend Father in God George Lord Bishop of
Carlisle the Petition of the Inhabitants of the Chappelrie of
Matterdale humbly showeth
That the Chappel of Matterdale is now Vacant that when the
Revd Mr. Woof left us before he resign'd the place some of the
Inhabitants of our Chappelry waited on our Rector the Reverend
Mr. Law at his house at Graystock and acquainted him that Mr.
William Todhunter of Dacre would be very acceptable to us and
hoped he would give him his nomination. He told us he had given
his Consent to the Revd Mr. Rumney's son Leonard as soon as Mr.
Woof had resigned the place. We drew a writing and with one
consent subscribed it to certifie him we were agreed to Recomend
to his approbation Mr. William Todhunter and requested of
him to give his nomination as his Predecessor had always done
to the Person we requested and we told him we believ'd we had a
Right and that it was our Duty so to do, He Replied if we had any
Right he did not want nor would he have it and that your Lordship
was the Properest Judge and to you my Lord, we would refer it
Wherefore my Lord we Begg you would give us leave to lay our
case before you as Briefly as we can and that Mr. Grisdale was the
Person we requested his nomination which is the antientest we
believe that is at Rose Castle will testefie and Mr. Clerk that
succeeded him was the Person the Inhabitants requested and Mr.
Taylor that succeeded him was the Person we requested his Father
yet Living can testefie and Mr. Walker that succeeded him is at
this time Mr. Atkinson's Curate at Kirkby Thore and will testefie
he was the man we requested and Mr. Atkinson that succeeded him
was the man we chose and his Lordship your Lordship's predecessor put him in when our Chappel had been long vacant and
Mr. Woof was the man the Major part of the Inhabitants subscribed with If the Revd Mr. Law can say this is not the very
truth we'll say no more and with submission, the reason why we
should have something to say we think is because we endowed the
Chappel with the salrie my Lord our Ancestours raised forty pounds
(a great sum for so poor a Chappelry when money was so scarce)
and lent it at two shillings i'th pound and when the Interest of
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Money lowered that it would not make four pounds a year and
when it was in danger of being lost we withdrew the money and
agreed to pay two shillings sixpence out of every eight shillings rent
Tenement which makes about four pounds ten shillings and which
with our little Glebe and surplice dues is the salary at this day and
some or other is and has been allways willing to accept of it and we
hope we may say we have not one man that had any Blemish in his
life and conversation and that the service of Almighty God has
been performed with as much Decencie and as good Order as in
any Chappel in your Lordship's Diocess, so we desire your Lordship would be pleased to to take the matter into Consideration and
do sincerely assure you my Lord that your Judgment and determination shall be final and for ever put an end to our onnhappy janglings
and we shall still continue to pray.

The issue of this petition I have not yet discovered.
We have been accustomed in late years to some severe
strictures on the morals and manners of the old dale
priests from critics who too hastily assumed that what
was true of a few might be asserted of many. It is,
therefore, refreshing to have the testimony of the people
of Matterdale—" We have not had one man that had
any blemish in his life and conversation." The whole
document is most honourable to the dalesmen, testifying
both to their sturdy native independence and "their
willingness to submit to constituted authority in the
Church.
One of the incumbents in the year 1703 had to make
his humble apology to the rector of Greystoke. In the
Greystoke register we find this entry :1703 Memorand : —May 22nd Anno Dicto, came Mr. Thomas
Grisedall Curate of Matterdale upon the account of publishing ye
Bands of Marriage between Isaac Brownrigge and Bridgett Sutton
both of Matterdale in the Chappell of Matterdale aforesayd and
thereupon marrying them ye sayd Isaac and Bridget at ye sayd
Chappell for which irregularity the s' Mr. Grisedall both made his
submission and gave his promise under his hand never to doe ye
like againe.
Teste
Thomas Grisedal.
Matt : Soulby
John Hodgson.

tcwaas_002_1901_vol1_0022

246

MATTERDALE CHURCH AND SCHOOL.

Wherein did the irregularity consist ? Bishop Best
about 1570, as I have shown above, had granted a
petition of the inhabitants '` to cause their marriages from
time to time hereafter to be celebrated within the same
Chapel " of Matterdale. It may be that, though the
bishop gave permission, it had not been acted on, and the
legality of Mr. Grisedal's action had escaped notice.
The registers show that Matt : Soulby was the curate,
and John Hodgson the parish clerk of Greystoke.
This mother church took a kindly as well as a jealous
interest in her daughter, giving her both a font and some
communion vessels. Bishop Nicolson, in his primary
Visitation, 1704, says of Greystoke—" The font is very
untowardly placed behind a pillar and looks clurnsie.
Instead of removing this, they ought to set up another in
a more proper place." The bishop's advice was partly
accepted and partly not, for the registers record that the
present font at Greystoke was erected in 1705 ; and the
Rev. T. Lees, in his pamphlet published in 1889, says
that its predecessor " is, or was, lying under the yew trees
in Matterdale Churchyard." The good people of the dale,
having already a font of their own, had turned the
Greystoke gift wrong end up, and used its bise as a sundial. For many years it remained there, until in Mr.
Bell's time it was placed at the west end of the church, on
the platform which is raised three steps above the main
floor, where 40 years ago the choir used to sit, and the
patriarchs of the dale still speak of this pew as the " old
singing seat." This font is octagonal, and of red sandstone. Its height is 41 inches ; width of top, 25i inches ;
diameter of bason, 18 inches. It has no drain, which is
unnecessary, the stone being so porous. It has been
chiselled and dressed a good deal since it lay in the
churchyard.
Its predecessor, which measures in height 35 inches, in
width 124 inches, and in diameter of basin 74- inches,
stands just inside the door, and is probably of the end of
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the seventeenth century, when such fonts, shallow and
unrubrical, were often adopted. There was a similar font
at Shap.
On the sill of the east window are preserved some old
pewter communion vessels; paten, flagon, and cup. They
are large and handsome. The flagon, 15 inches high and
16 in circumference, is inscribed I H S, with a cross
above, and under the base is " Greystoke 1714." The
cup is 142 inches around.
But most interesting is an old silver chalice, very neat
and plain, with a cover, together weighing 81 ounces.
The cover is very much battered. Scratched under the
base of the cup is the letter W, and what looks like
I M 1754. Also 16 t 18. Its height is about 5 inches ;
depth of bason, 3 inches ; diameter, 29 inches. The
Greystoke Terrier of 1749, transcribed by Mr. Bell on
August 27th, 1867, mentions one pewter flagon, one
pewter bason, and one silver cup. This cup has none of
the customary marks.
The modern chalice weighs 132 ounces, is about 8
inches high ; width, 41 inches ; depth of bason, 3 inches.
On one face of its hexagonal base is the sacred monogram
I H S, and underneath
W R D Incumbent
B D Chapelwarden.

1848

The painted east window is a very beautiful one. The
Blessed Virgin and St. Joseph stand near the cradle of
the Holy Child, who is adored by three shepherds, one of
whom leans upon a crook ; or may they be the wise men
from the east ? But they present no gifts. Above are
five angels, with instruments of music. It is inscribed" To the glory of God and in loving memory of John and
Eliza Milner this window is dedicated by their children."
Thy old window is now in the south-west side of the
vicarage porch.
The 1749 Terrier records " Two small bells." Now

tcwaas_002_1901_vol1_0022

248

MATTERDALE CHURCH AND SCHOOL.

there is only one inscribed by J. S. Esqr. 1804. The two
are supposed to have beeen melted down when this one
was given. John Sutton was a man of wealth in the
parish at that time, and his family were great planters of
trees. To them Matterdale owes much of its sylvan
beauty. The name disappeared on the death of Richard
Cheer Sutton in 1893. The same Terrier mentions one
chest with three locks, which is in accordance with the
canon, and one red cushion for pulpit, which is now in
the corner of the pew where the font stands. A brass
book-rest, be it noted, is an innovation of these latter
days, whether on pulpit or altar.
The oldest registers are three in number, of 18, 14 and
14 pages respectively.
No. 1 is from 1634 to 1659.
No. 2 is from 1663 to 1696.
No. 3 is from 1696 to 1719.
Though they have been carefully preserved by all the
later incumbents, I have never seen any more stained,
more faded, and more illegible. To transcribe would be
a heroic enterprise.
In one of the newer registers is a catalogue of 189
books of divinity given to the school library by the
Honourable Lady Elizabeth Grisedale, of St. Martin's-inthe-Fields, London, 1723. The Grisedales, as we have
seen in signatures to the deed of the priest-wage, were a
prominent family of the dale. The Rev. R. Grisedale,
husband of the above benefactress, had erected and
endowed the school with the interest of £200 in 1716,
and the legacy would be of his books. Another Robert
Grisedale gave £6o in 1747, the interest to be devoted to
the purchase of oatmeal for the poor on St. Thomas' day.
Another legacy is that of Jonathan Murray, Esq., who
in 1832 left E1,000. The interest of this money affords
£4 a year to the vicar for a sermon to the young at
Easter, and a sermon to the aged at Michaelmas ; ten
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pounds are devoted to the poor, and the residue goes to
the school.
A document is preserved which describes the repairs
done at the church in the year 1748 :—" Whereas about
in 7 ber in ye year of our Lord 1748 Mr. Chancelor made
ye Circuit to view ye Churches and Chappels in this
Diocese and he orderd yt this Chapple at Matterdale
should be repair'd in ye Flooring seats plaistering and
such like so it was consider'd to have it Flagged when
this was done ye seats being bad & Rotten with standing
on ye ground. A meeting was again called and by a
majority it was thought proper to have it better seated
plaistered & some new windows made & others enlarged
On May ye 5th 175o all was Finished & lots cast for ye
seats and it was agreed yt eight shillings Lords Rent
should never have sitting for above six persons & four
shillings rent Three and so in proportion for greater and
lesser parcels all but for Willm Wilsons at parkgate
Sarah Wilsons at Mills Joseph Martins at Harrington &
those answerable to other assessments & ye Curate to
have seats for Three & there is eight seats in ye Bell end
for singers & such as has not room else where and there
is a seat in ye alley leading in ye Pulpit for old men or
such as cannot hear well."
Park Gate and Mills (now Milses) belong to the Lord
of the Manor, which may account for their being
excepted. There is no place called Harrington now in
Matterdale.
The former position of the three-decker here referred to
was between the second and third windows on the south.
The upper part is still in use, and what is said to have
been the clerk's seat is now near the reading-desk. It
has, however, rather the appearance of a faldstool.
You will observe a knob at the top of the pulpit for
the preacher's gown.
The church was brought into its present seemly conditions in 1881, when the pews were made into single
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seats, the floor of the eastern end was raised one step,
new seats were provided for the choir in a quasi-chancel.
The altar and the oaken rails around it are apparently
of the same date, about 200 years old.
The recent improvements were effected at the sole cost
of £16o by Miss Milner, granddaughter of Jonathan
Murray, to whose memory a tablet on the north wall is
erected.
The small tower had previously been rebuilt in a style
approved by Mr. Howard, whose family have liberally
endowed the church from time to time, in 1848. At the
same time the present roof—with plain unvarnished
joists, and with a rendering of mortar under the slates—
was put on, and the floor repaired. Much soil was
carried out of the church and put over the graves on the
south. The Rev. J. W. Dunn collected the subscriptions.
I find no fernier in Matterdale, except one of the
year 1776, which only mentions the endowment of the
curacy :—
A perfect Terrier of all the Houses Lands Tenements and augmentations and yearly profits belonging to the Curacy of Matterdale in
the parish of Graystock in the County of Cumberland and Diocese
of Carlisle.
i° A Thatch house Three lengths of Timber containing a Barn
& a Byer with about two acres and a half of arable and meadow
ground. Valued at about Two pound ten a year. This lays in
Matterdale.
20 Tw® shillings and sixpence a Tenement which comes to Fouir
pounds Ten shillings.
Note by J. W. D.

I have never had more than
L'4. 5 as there are only 36
Tenements known.

30 One fourth of an estate lying and being at Burton-in-Lonsdale
in the parish of Thornton and County of York let at yearly rent of
Ten yound. N.B. No Houses.
40 Brunt Sike Estate in the Hamlet of Howgill in the parish of
Sedberg and County of York containing a dwelling House Barn
adjoining a Stable and Loft ovr it with Twenty four acres of arable
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and Meadow Ground known by the names of Holme Little Close
Hills—Gate House Close High Broom & Thoresgill Let at the
yearly rent of fourteen pounds.
50 One half of Hause-foot Estate in the parish of Orton County of
Westmorland with a Fine House with one half of the Barn Byer
and Stables £7 ios. a year.
Given under our Hands this 4. day of June 1776.
William Wright
Curate.
Solomon Grisedale Chapelwarden.

An earlier Terrier presented to Bishop Nicolson, in
1704, by the rector of Greystoke, gives a brief summary
for Matterdale :—
Imprimis. One dwelling house with a byer and a barn (sixteen
yards in length) to be built at the charges of the hamlet, when they
fall ; the repair onely at the Charge of the Curate. Item, One Close
by estimation two Acres : Item, the Chapple yard ; by estimation
half an acre. The curate has right of common (and liberty to get
peats and turff) both within the liberties of Weathermealock and
Matterdale. Every tenement (whereof there are 36 in number)
pays zs 6d except one cottage called Park Gate which pays 2s onely.
Total 41 9s 6d. For every marriage 1s 6d whereof is is due to the
rector of Graystock and 6d to the Curate.

Mr. Thomas Wilkinson, of Bank House, has kindly
supplied me with a list of parish clerks and schoolmasters.
PARISH CLERKS.

Josiah Grisedale commenced 1811.
1851.
„
George Walker
1864.
John Hebson
1869.
Thomas Grisedale
1883.
Threlkeld Sealby
SCHOOLMASTERS.

W. W.
I. B.
T, D,
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T. B.
I. H.

J. H.

D. B.

T. W.

John Hodgson
J. Abbott
T. B.
Adam Laidlow
...
Thomas Workman
Martin Wright
John Dawson
John Graham
John Clarke
Adam Foster
Moses Mawson
...
Thomas Brownrigg
William Todhunter
James Sagar
Robert Jackson ...
Richard Geldert ...
Richard Taylor ..
Isaac Shields
..
William Hodgson ...
Robert Cowin
Joseph Benson
Robert Peat
Joseph Hoblyn Barnecutt
James Taylor
...
George Bentley ...
Frederick Heald ...
Samuel Butler
...

•
.

1799.

.
.

1803.
1806.
z 810.
1812.
1822.
1823.
1830.
1837.
1849.
1853.
1854.
1857.
1863.
1865.
1865.
1869-1871.

.
.
.
.
.
.

1800.

1873.
1874.
1885.
1888.
1893.
1896.
1898.
1899.

(1.) The initials of all the above are inscribed on the
school mantelpiece. The date is the commencement of
the mastership.
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(2.) Mr. Wilkinson, whose recollection goes back to
Moses Mawson, and to whom I am indebted for this
school information, says there is no doubt the initials
represent the masters. They follow one another in a
straight line, and in regular order, and are uniform in
size and shape, except those of a few recent masters,
who have not been so exact. In an old school minutebook are written the names in full, from Hodgson downwards, and these correspond with the initials on the
mantelpiece.
(3.) Moses Mawson hailed from the neighbourhood
of Bampton.
(4.) The present school was probably built, with the
dwelling-house under the same roof, just prior to 1722.
That is the date of the indenture whereby the Rev.
Robert Grisedale, D.D., of St. Martin's-in-the-Fields,
who sprang from Dowthwaite in Matterdale, entrusts the
management of the school and school estate to thirteen
trustees and their successors. The building, which is
not now very attractive, has suffered from restoration,
like many a church. Up to the passing of the Education
Act in 1871, I am told, it was a fine and symmetrical
edifice, with a spacious staircase of thick oak in the
centre ; but to meet the requirements of the Department
the school was enlarged, both in length and height, at
the expense of the entrance hall and staircase and upper
rooms.
(5.) The original trustees were :—
Edward Grisdale, of Dowthwaite, brother of the founder.
William Wilson, of Dowthwaite, his nephew.
Joseph Grisdale, of Dowthwaite.
John Greenhow, of Crookwarth.
Thomas Atkinson, of Matterdale End.
John Mounsey, of Brownrigg.
Joseph Grisdale, of Townhead, Dockeray.
Thomas Grisdale, of Bonsons. (This place cannot now
ba located).
(i.) John Wilson, of Pinfold, Dockeray.

(a.)
(b.)
(c.)
(d.)
(e.)
(f.)
(g.)
(h.)
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(j.)
(k.)
(l.)
(m.)

John Wilson, of the Mills.
Richard Wilkinson, of the Hollas.
Edward Dawson, of Matterdale End.
John Sutton, of Matterdale End.

All the above were customary tenants of the Manor of
Matterdale. Mr. Grisdale's father, of Dowthwaite, was
always to be one trustee, and the heir of his brother's
estate in the same place was always to be another. The
trustees were to engage a master or a mistress, but a
mistress "rather."
The only naine of these trustees now existing in the
dale is that of Wilkinson ; the places of the others know
them no more. Indeed, the extinction of some old and
extensive families is as interesting as the perpetuation of
others in the same neighbourhood through a course of
centuries.
(6.) Several of the trustees' names occur as signatures
to the priest's wage document quoted earlier.
(7.) John Hodgson was the famous historian of
Northumberland, and one of Westmorland's worthiest
sons. He was a native of Swindale in Shap. See my
paper on Swindale in this volume of Transactions. In a
letter written by him to Sir W. C. Trevelyan, in 1843,
occurs the following passage :—
When I was at school at Bampton, forty-three years since,
Professor Carlyle, then chancellor of the diocese of Carlisle, was
anxious that I should go with him, as his secretary in the expedition
he made with Lord Elgin, as ambassador to the Ottoman Court. I
ardently wished to have been able to go ; but instead of sailing
through the Hellespontus, and seeing Hoemus and Rhodope on the
right of the Propontis, and Caucasus and Taurus on the left, I was
content to become in that year (1799) the schoolmaster of Matterdale, in Cumberland. It was, however, very curious that four years
afterwards the Professor was appointed chaplain of Bishop Barrington, and I had to he examined by him at Newcastle for deacon's
orders.

In the Antiquary a notice of him says—" The salary
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was small, but the place was interesting in a high degree
to the young schoolmaster, as it gave him an opportunity
of studying the geology of the district."
(8.) Martin Wright, a native of Matterdale, became
an incumbent of Ingleton, in Staindrop parish, in
Durham Diocese. From a Directory of 1844 I find he
was then curate of Redmarshall, near Stockton-on-Tees.
(9.) James Sagar now resides in Matterdale, and his
many valuable notes on things of interest in the neighbourhood have been published in the local newspapers.
In the churchyard only one of the twenty tombstones
is particularly noticeable. It is near the south-west
corner of the church, and records the death on May 18th,
1747, aged 8o, of Edward Dawson, bonesetter, with this
inscription :—
" Remember to keep holy the Lord's Day ;
On it refrain from drinking and from play."

With an extract also from Psalm cxix., 58 :—
Favorem tuum toto corde quaesivi ; igitur secunduin verbum tuum
miserere mei.

At the east end is a stone to the memory of Margaret,
his wife, who was buried apparently on the day of her
death, September 29th, 1728.
This Edward Dawson was one of the original school
trustees. He left a sum of '73 to be distributed among
the aged poor and deserving at Candlemas.
My warmest thanks are due to the present incumbent,
to Messrs. Thomas Wilkinson, member of a long-established family, and James Sagar, and not least to the
Rev. John Bell, who resides in Penrith, and who by his
laborious notes preserved in the parish safe has made it
possible to present so complete a record of an interesting
dale chapelry. To him Matterdale owes much.
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