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I.—The Development of Inglewood, and an account of
the Skeltons of Armathwaite and the Restwolds of High
Head. By F. H. M. PARKER, M.A.

Communicated at Penrith, July 13th, igii.
study of these records tends to the
Ain thePROTRACTED
opinion that the establishment of the forests was,
main, a sound measure, using districts as yet thinly

inhabited for the preservation of deer, which formed a
valuable food supply, and was used as such. Land so
employed was not neglected ; its commercial possibilities
were supervised by an official whose accounts are extant
from the reign of Edward the Second. Occupation of
land within the forest was not prohibited ; from the
earliest times there were grants of small holdings.
It is quite possible that the men who instituted the
forest system put the land to the best use of which it
was capable at the time, and would not have even suggested its suitability to modern conditions ; the needs of
society change, and the forest changed with them ; the
present paper is intended to outline the history of the
change.
Our earliest information shows that there were, within
the forest, extensive grass lands, kept in the king's hands,.
a small charge being made for each beast pastured on
them. During the fourteenth century it became usual to
let them to private individuals. Leases were made for
various terms, six years being the usual minimum ; but
as the system proved highly successful, renewals were
readily granted, and later were made out for the life of
the tenant, or for the lives of several persons concerned,.
and sometimes in tail.
It is worth notice, in passing, that the payments of
B
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local owners for the grazing of their cattle were paid in
under the forest revenue accounts, but that after the
lands were leased, the rent was dealt with in the Pipe
Rolls, that is, in the general income of the county. The
diminishing payments in the former for the grazing shows
the passing of the old order of things, the greatly increased
revenue from the rent of the lands is proof of the progress
of the new. It will easily be understood how important
a part these leases played in the later history of the
forest ; for they form the principal means by which the
great change came about, the land being dealt with in a
different way in order to get from it the new values which
new conditions made possible.
In the first place there had been from a very early
period grants Of small plots of land, pur restures and
assarts, encroachments or improvements. There is a
notice of the " assarts of Kirkland " in the Pipe Roll for
9 Henry II.
Then there were larger grants, notably one where, in
1252, John de Boulton, described as " then mayor of
Carlisle," acquired land at Haythwaite and Forne-scaleshay-lith,* and another, twenty years later, when the
Dacre of the period obtained Kirkthwaite on the Iv e,
and between it and Middlesceugh.
In the reign of Edward I. there are records which show
that the advisability of pushing on the development
widely was being carefully considered by the Crown.
One is a list of places extra-parochial within Inglewood ;
the other a survey of certain lands, some of them in the
hands of tenants, which might be enclosed and developed ;
the verdict was against doing this, as the venison, herbage
and pannage, which would be lost, was of more value than
the estimated rents.
* Forne's-shed-enclosure-hillside. The above seems to be the true name of
the place ; but it was rapidly corrupted towards its modern form of Foxley
Henning.
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Then came the leases. In addition to what they tell
about the progress of Inglewood, they mention a number
of well-known local families and individuals, as well as
other personages of note : Lowther, Hudleston, Pennington, Crackanthorpe, Dykes, Bewley, Stapleton of Edenhall, the ancestors of the Musgraves, Blencowe, long of
Blencow, but recently of Essex ; that famous benefactor
to the district, Bishop Strickland, whose daughter and
heiress married the Lowther of the day ; Sir Robert Parning, chancellor under Richard II. ; and of others, no less
a person than Richard, duke of Gloucester, afterwards
the much-maligned Richard the Third. From a very
large mass of detail, repeated year after year in the Pipe
Rolls, the following is a fairly representative selection.
Braithwaite was, in 1317, held by John de Penreth.
In 1342, Robert Parning, afterwards chancellor, acquired
it ; in 138o, Richard Kirkebride, described as kinsman
and heir of Robert Parning, had a confirmation of his
right to it. Braithwaite, as granted, consisted of land
between Selywra and Lyndbeck, John de Penreth's own
land (of which we shall' hear presently) , and the Ive ; a
close of Thomas de Hoton, called Hoton Langthwaite,
and his own pasture called Skelton Langthwaite. For
this the rent was six marks a year.
In 1314 John de Penreth was already in possession of
64 acres " in Selywra, Mosiwra, Langhirst, Whithirst and
Midelscogh, between Lyndebek and the land of Hugh le
Harpour * and the close of William Dacre, called Kirkthwaite ; " the king reserving all trees and underwood.
Part of this property was given by Edward III. to John
Tirllewall the younger and Christiana his wife, in tail, at'
a rent of 64s. 6d. for the 642 acres, the same place-names
being mentioned ; but Richard the Second in the gth
year of his reign reduced it to 4os. while the war with
* Harpour's land was at Rawebanks (Roebanks) in Ivegill.
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the Scots should continue. John Tirilewall the younger
died on the Vigil of St. Thomas the Martyr, 5 Henry V.
(Pipe Roll, 28 Henry VI.)
In 1339 a pardon was granted, in consideration of good
service in the north, to Adam de Hoton of " Aleynby,"
Sybil his wife and Nicholas their son, for acquiring from
John de Penreth, knight, one third of a close in Selywra.
A close called " Braythaythous " was granted to Adam.
de Blencowe from 21 Edward III., at ios. per annum ;
he also obtained the close of Calthwaite, the two properties being confirmed in fee simple and rented at 2 6s. 8d.
A confirmation of this was given in 1380. At the previous Easter, Peter Tilliol had obtained a seven years'
lease of these two properties, three purprestures once
belonging to John de Raghton, and other interests.
" Blaycberthwaite," now Burthwaite, was included in
the lease to Peter Tilliol ; after being held, together with.
Nunclose, by Henry Percy, the two were granted to
William Lowther, Esquire, from Easter, 5 Henry IV., at
per annum.
On April 19th, 1381, a grant was made to Richard
Trotter, keeper of the land of Plumpton, to enclose and.
hold ten acres of land therein between Todholgill and
Blakebeck, and the closes of Morton and Wollaykes, and.
to build a lodge there. In 1384, this grant was extended.
to him and his son John, to hold the same in survivorship
at a rent of ios. a year.
These ten acres were leased for ten years to Robert de
Lowther, from Easter, 5 Henry IV.
Wollaykes (Wooloaks, near Calthwaite) was granted to
Robert de Lowther at a rent of 3os. a year, to date from
the same time.
Hesket was in the possession of Sir William Lengleys
in 133o ; in which year he had an additional grant for
three years, making his tenancy ten years in all ; with
di y stubs .(zucheos) to enclose it. The rent was 4os. In.
1337, the lease was extended for his life.
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After his death, it was, in 1346, granted to John de
Ratheby for his life.
Itonfield was meanwhile, in 1342, granted to William
Lengleys, son of the foregoing Sir William.
Highhead was granted to the elder Lengleys. It descended to his son, and then, instead of going to the
latter's daughter, passed under a settlement to his sister's
son, William Restwold, of whose family an account will
be given presently.
Southwaite, or Thoghthwaite in the old spelling, was
held for some time by Richard de Whitfield. It was then
given to William de Raghton, as noted in the Pipe Roll
for 44 Edward III.:The sheriff owes 22S. 4d. from William de Raghton for the custody
of the land of Thoghthwaite within the forest of Inglewood, which
Richard de Whitfield held for the term of his life by grant from
the King ; to hold from the 6th day of February in the 41st year
(1367) of his reign, for the life of the said William, as the aforesaid Richard held it, etc.
This lease was made out again in favour of Thomas
Forester of Drybeck in 1394 ; and to John his son from
Easter in the first year of Henry the Fifth, at a rental
of L4.
Land in Warnell, where enclosures had been in existence for a century at least, were given to John of Haltcliff (de Halteclo) :-John de Halteclo and his heirs owe 4os. per annum for the fee
farm of a place and its appurtenances in Warnhill in the King's
Forest of Inglewood, between the King's park at Caldebeck and
Ruddenstanegill near the water of Caldew, containing in all 4o,
acres, to hold to himself and his heirs from the 17th day of July
in the 4th year. (Pipe Roll, 44 Edward III.)

Part of this land was given to the Abbot of Holm Cultram in the time of Henry IV. :—
The Abbot and Convent of Holm Cultram and their successors

tcwaas_002_1912_vol12_0004

6

THE DEVELOPMENT OF INGLEWOOD.

owe zos. per annum for the farm of zo acres out of those 4o
acres which John de Halteclo held, to fee farm ; to hold from
the zoth of May, in the 5th year. (Pipe Roll, 3 Henry V.)

The next entries introduce, under the old-fashioned
spelling of the name, William Strickland, afterwards
Bishop of Carlisle.
The land of Welton was leased to William Stirkeland
at a rental of 26s. 8d. per annum, the grant being made
out from November 3rd, 22 Richard II. to take effect
from 16th April, i Henry IV., for ten years.
A subsequent lease was made, as we read that William
de Stirkeland, now Bishop of Carlisle, and Robert Stirkeland, clerk, were charged with 33s. 4d. per annum for
the custody of Welton, from the 17th February, 11 Henry
IV.
Bishop Strickland's name, wrote Chancellor Ferguson,* is honourably connected in his diocese with various good works ; the
traveller to the North on leaving Penrith by the London and
North-western Railway still sees to his left, parallel to the line,
the water-course by which Strickland supplied the people of that
town with water. In Penrith he must have been much interested,
as he founded a chantry there . . . . From whence he obtained
the money, it is hard to say, for Cumberland was so wasted and
impoverished by the Scots that the King had, in 14oz, to remit
all taxes and debts due to the Crown.

That watercourse deserves a few words. In making
it, the bishop must have conferred on the district a benefit
which we now can hardly realize. It was useful to the
people of Penrith not only because it brought water into
the town, but because it also afforded a water supply all
along its route. This was needed badly by the commoners
who had cattle out, for we know that when Roger de
Lancaster imparked the water at Plumpton, it was testified that the animals could not get to the water on their
* Diocesan History of Carlisle, p. 103.
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common, and that in consequence they were dying of
thirst. A glance at the map will show that the Petterill,
the stream to which the beasts resorted, flows south to
Newton Reigney, then bears eastwards across the valley
along which the railway runs, finally turning north ; but
never coming within a long two miles of the middle of
Penrith. This will show that the good bishop's very
practical benevolence must have required a good deal of
ingenuity and labour to carry out. The course taps the
Petterill, not at the nearest point, runs in a straight line
to the railway, which it crosses diagonally, and continues
on the further side till within about a mile of the town ;
when it crosses again, passes three times under the lane
beyond, and falls into a channel parallel with the line,
and separated from it by a cart road. It may be remarked
here that Chancellor Ferguson's imaginary traveller, or
indeed, a pedestrian on the cart road, would identify
Strickland's watercourse with a stream which comes in
from the west about a hundred yards above this ; and
he would be quite wrong. The channel turns off to the
right on nearing Penrith, to avoid a rise in the ground,
and then runs down a hollow to the left into the town.
It would be interesting to know how this watercourse
was planned ; whether it was intended to give the maximum of irrigation, or whether the line it takes was the
result of surveying, for it is a neat one ; or whether a
flood had occurred, the flow of which would give an indication of the way to carry it. But however that may be,
the watercourse deserves to be noticed as a memorial of
a good and capable man, who saw the way to help the
impoverished commoners, showed his sympathy in an
active manner, carried out his work successfully, and
probably had to pay for it out of his own pocket.
A grant was made to John, bishop of Carlisle, and his
successors, to take effect from 28th September, io Edward
III., of eight acres of waste from the king's ground at
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Welton, attached to the bishop's park of " la Rose," to
be held by them at a farm rent of 8s. On the fourth of
October following, he obtained 22 acres more at the same
place, paying for them also a shilling per acre rent.
A parcel of meadow and wood called Kirkthwaite was
given to Richard Beaulieu and his heirs, to hold from 8th
May, 4 Richard II., while the Patent Roll for 1381 contains a licence to assart this : it is added that he acquired
it in fee from Ranulph Dacre, which identifies it as a
property created by the Dacres about the end of the reign
of Henry III.
Certain closes and lands near the middle of the forest
were usually let together. Thus in 1379, William Stapleton, who was retained to stay with the king, had a confirmation of grants made 22nd April, 49 Edward III.,
conferring on him the office of chief forester, and the
closes of Itonfield, Barrockfield and Brumgill for life, at
a rental of zoos. per annum.
He died shortly after this, and in 138o Roger Coghull,
chief forester, was granted the custody of lands rented at
X60 ios. a year, as follows :—
Morton and Mortonsceugh
" Les Wollaykes "
Ivetonfeld, Barrokfeld and le Broungill
Hesket and Nunclos ..
Closes of Thoughthwait

s. d.
22 0 0
I IO O

13 6 8

18
13 4
5O
..

O

In 1394, the reversion of the closes of Mortonclose,
Haskethes, le Nonneclos, le Wullaykes and Blaberithwaite, recently given to Ralph, Lord Nevill, was granted
to Edward, earl of Rutland, at a rent of L15, for the term
of his life.
In 22 Richard II., John Skelton obtained Morton, Hesket, Wollaykes, Nunclose and Blaberithwaite for life,
In 1403 Thomas Stirkeland had Morton, Hesket, and
Barrock ; in 1404 the grant was extended to cover all
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that Lord Nevill had. The same lands were regranted
to him and John Skelton, with remainder to the survivor,
in 1407, to take effect after the six years of the previous
grant had expired. A further grant was made to John
Skelton, knight, and John Skelton, Esquire, his son, from
June 25th, 15 Henry VI., to be held in survivorship at a
rent of X14 6s. 8d.
Also John Skelton, Esquire, was charged 23s. 4d. per
annum for the custody of a house called " le Glashous "
or " Glosshous "—the place where John the glassworker
had his abode in Edward the Second's reign—and the
fishery of Eden and Trenwathlon in the Forest of Inglewood, otherwise called the fishery of Ermethwayt and
Trenewatheleyn, to hold for six years from Easter in the
20th year.
Moreover, John Skelton, the son of John Skelton, was
charged 52s. 4d. per annum for a purpresture of the king's,
called Hermanthwaite, with rights of common and dead
wood known as " firewode " and the close of Thoughthwaite, with common of pasture and wood for the repair
of the close ; to hold from the 4th of November, in the
23rd year ; by himself and his heirs. There is also a note
-that he had Thoughthwaite since the death of William
Stapleton, who had a ten years' lease from the first year
of Henry V., at a rent of 22s. 4d.
John Skelton was further paying a rent of 6s. 8d. per
annum for the custody of a parcel of land containing 100
acres in Armethwaytebank ; from Michaelmas, 25 Henry
VI.
These entries show how the Skeltons came to be established at Armathwaite ; some further details of their ,
history will be given later.
A small estate of 27 acres, apparently near Clea (Clenihow), was leased to William Dikes, Esquire, from Michaelmas, I Henry VI.
In the reign of Henry VII. there occur a number of
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fresh, and well-known names. Thus we read that
" Clythyhowe " had been recently in the hands of John.
Huddelston, knight, and was in possession of John Clapham, gentleman. Christopher Moresby, knight, Richard
Barowe the elder and Richard Barowe the younger held.
certain lands near the city of Carlisle and the closes of
Itonfeld, Barrokfeld and Brangill, lately in the tenure of
Roger Bethome, from the third year of Richard III. ; the
previous lease having been made out to Mary, late wife
of William Stapleton, and Roger son of Thomas Bethome,
from Ig Henry VI. Anthony Crakanthorpe (of Howgill)
had a similar grant from the first year of Henry VII..
Adam Penyngtón also held lands of a yearly rental of
sixteen pounds and twenty pence.
But there was a more important name than any of
these :—
Richard, Duke of Gloucester, Constable and Admiral of England,
owes ßq.6 17s. 8d. per annum for (inter alia) the custody of certain
closes called Warmorton, Beterhasket, Warhasket, Wolleyks,
Nunclose, Heyclose, Coltclose, and Blaburghthwayte, etc., to
hold from Easter in the 12th year of King Edward IV., for twenty
years ; to be paid by the hands of Morgan Kydwelly and John
Shawarden of London, gentlemen.

The corrupt forms Beterhasket and Warhasket indicate
odious comparisons between the two villages. Hay close
.and Colt close are in Itonfield. Morgan Kydwelly, by
his name, should be from the Principality ; but as Henry
Tudor had not attained the throne when the lease was
made,. Morgan's appearance cannot be regarded as a part
fulfilment of Taliessin's prophecy that a Welsh king should
rule over England. A member of a well-known south
country family, Richard Blount of " Mapilderham in Co.
Oxon " and Percival Lamton of London, gent., were responsible for the payment of rent from Richard Handesert,
Esquire, who had land in Westfarland, 14 acres in Neuland near Sebergham, once held by Andrew de Harda,
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and lately by Thomas de la Mare, the close of Braythwaythous, and " a land called Welden close " (Welton)
near the park at Rose.
THE SKELTONS.
The Skeltons of Armathwaite were, as is well known,
an important local family, and long before they acquired
this estate, the name had been represented in various
public offices. But, as Nicolson and Burn have pointed
out, no connected pedigree_ of the family is forthcoming ;
what we have begins only with William Skelton, who
married a daughter of Legh of Isell in the reign of Henry
VIII. ; a most inadequate account. It is the object of
the present article to remedy this as far as may be, by
collecting and sorting out some earlier evidences, which
give a probable descent from the reign of Edward I.
This is intimately connected with Inglewood, and presents numerous knots for the genealogist to unravel.
The existing accounts of the family mention that they
had estates at Branthwaite and Armathwaite, which is
perfectly correct ; but these properties were in the hands
of two distinct branches. To the latter belonged John
Skelton, son of Sir John Skelton, whose leases have been
mentioned.
The Skeltons seem to have risen to importance during
the reign of Edward the Third. Persons of the name
occur earlier than this, and one John Skelton was party
to a fine relating to land in Blencow in the time of Edward
I. ; but at the Lay Subsidy levied in 6 Edward III., no
one of the name contributed either from that place or
from Skelton.
Little information is supplied by the early inquisitions.
In 24 Edward III., there is one on Sigreda, widow of
John, son of Hugh de Skelton. The document is not to
be found, but Sir Harris Nicholas' index gives the heir
as her son Thomas, aged 21 years. Before this, in the
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17th year, an inquisition was held on William, son of John
de Skelton, his heir being his brother Clement, aged 21.
These details suggest that Sigreda was the second wife of
John de Skelton, and Thomas her eldest son.
Nothing further is recorded of the descendants of John
.de Skelton ; but in 37 Edward III. a certain Thomas, son
of Hugh de Skelton, is mentioned as a juror at Penrith,
on the inquisition post mortem on Isabella, wife of Robert
Clifford. To him we shall return presently ; for the present it is sufficient to say that he is almost certainly
father of that Clement, son of Thomas de Skelton, who
married the heiress of the Great Orton estates. The
other Thomas would be too young. For Thomas de
Skelton, on whom inquisitions were held in the 4o and
49 Edward III., was found in the latter to have a son
and heir Clement, aged 3o ; and in 43 Edward III., on
the death of Giles de Orreton, it was found that he had
by his first wife a daughter Joan, then 24 years of age,
and married tò Clement, son of Thomas de Skelton. It
is also recorded that this Giles died on the third of August
in that year-1369—his first wife was named Maud, and
his second Elizabeth, by whom he had two other daughters, Elizabeth and Ellen, aged three and two years
respectively.
Clement de Skelton left three daughters, among whom
his estates were divided.
Contemporary with Clement de Skelton, was Sir Thomas
de Skelton, who was in possession of Threpland in the
reign of Richard II.* ; and as this manor was afterwards
the property of John Skelton, son of Sir John who had
the leases in Inglewood, and descended with the Armathwaite estates, the inference is ,that Sir Thomas was the
lather of Sir John, and founder of this line. Thomas de
Skelton is mentioned in two transactions relating to land
* Inquisition post mortem on Maud, countess of Northumberland.
Richard II.
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in 16 Richard II., with Sir Clement de Skelton* ; this
may indicate that Thomas of Threpland and Clement of
Orton were brothers ; but the relationship is not absolutely certain. '
There was also a third branch, that of the Skeltons of
Branthwaite, about which there is a great deal of confusion. The first reliable date in this line is II Henry VI.,
when Richard Skelton died, leaving a son John, aged 34
and possessed of the manors of Branthwaite, Hensingham and Kirkbampton. According to Whellan (p. 293),.
Richard was a younger son of John de Skelton, who in
1422 married the heiress of the Branthwaite estates. Now
as Richard died about 1433, and had then a son aged 34,
it is clear that his father must have married somewhat
earlier than 1422. A date between 1370 and 138o would
be required, and this would make him about the same
age as Sir Thomas. This John, who married the heiress,.
must be distinguished from Sir John, of Inglewood ;
though the fact that Richard is described as a younger
son may point to the belief that the two were identical.
To account for the descent ' of Threpland to the Armathwaite branch, Sir John must be filiated to Sir Thomas ;
and he appears on the scene too late to be the father of
Richard.
We now return to the main stem of the family. Summing up the foregoing details, we get the following
genealogy :(1).—Hugh de Skelton, living about the time of Edward
I., father of John and Thomas.
(2).—Thomas, described as the son of Hugh. He died
about 1367, and was the father of Clement, his heir, of
Orton, probably of Thomas, of Threpland, and perhaps
of John, of Branthwaite. He is mentioned as juror at a
Clifford inquisition ; this gives a clue to the means by
which he might find advancement for his sons.
* In a fine ; and in a charter quoted in Denton's Accompt, p. 174.
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(3).—Thomas, of Threpland. Of this manor, Denton
wrote :It descended to him (Lancelot Skelton of Armathwaite) by several

descents of the Skeltons from Thomas Skelton, a younger brother,
who married the co-heir of Henry Multon Kt and Margaret his
wife in Ed 3rds time. Multon and his wife had it by fine from
Wm de Redness

The last sentence is borne out by a fine levied in 16
Edward II. ; but the marriage referred to in the preceding
paragraph must have taken place at the end of Edward
the Third's time ; for the elder Thomas could not have
been the owner, as in that case Threpland would have
gone to Clement as eldest son.
(4).—Sir John, who appears to have been the son of
Sir Thomas, had leases in Inglewood, together with his
son, who bore the same name. Sir John seems to have
been more than once married ; one of his wives being
Alice, widow of Geoffrey Tilliol, and heiress of Embleton
and other estates. By her first husband she had one
daughter, Katherine, who inherited them : presumably,
therefore, she had no son, and John, his father's heir, was
the child of another marriage.
(5).—John Skelton, the son, was probably the first of
the family who established himself at Armathwaite, as
he obtained leases of lands at Armathwaite and a parcel
of land containing Ioo acres at Armathwaite Bank, in
the 23rd and 25th years respectively of the reign of Henry
VI. ; probably the latter included the site of the Castle ;
this would simplify the point raised by Whellan, who,
not knowing of the other lease, queries which of the two
was granted first.
John Skelton was also in possession of Threpland ;
which shows his connection with Sir Thomas. The inquisition was held on April 12th, 36 Henry VI. (1458).
The substance is as follows :—
John Skelton held on the day he died no lands nor tenements of
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the King : but he held on the day he died the manor of Threplond.
with its appurtenances with Margaret his wife jointly, of the gift
and feoffment of Richard Orfer and Hugh Burgh, to the same
John and Margaret and the heirs of their bodies ;
and
it is worth by the year 4os. beyond outgoings, and is held of
Henry Percy, Earl of Northumberland. Also that John Skelton
died on the sixteenth day of January last past. Also that his
next heir is John Skelton his son, who is twenty years of age
and over.

(6).—John Skelton, who thus succeeded, received a
grant, which is entered on the Pipe Roll, of a plot of
ground containing Ioo acres in Armathwaite Bank ; a
purpresture called " Harmanthwaite," with common of
pasture within the forest for all his beasts, dead wood
called Firewode, and the close of Thoughthwaite, with
common of pasture. This was granted by Edward IV.
on December 15th in the first year of his reign, to John
and the heirs male of his body for ever. These privileges
had previously been enjoyed by members of the family ;
but the terms of this particular grant form a connecting
link, as they are quoted at the death of his successor.
This John Skelton had a son John, his heir, and Bernard,
who survived his brother.
(7).—John Skelton, his son, lived to a green old age,
his grandson and heir being married when he himself
departed this life at the end of the reign of Henry the
Eighth.
Valuable particulars are recorded in the inquisition
post mortem held on him, at Penrith, on April Igth, 1544
(35 Henry VIII.). The principal facts are as follow :—
Inquisition held at Penrith the nineteenth day of April the thirtyfourth year of the reign of King Henry the Eighth (April 19,
1544)
The aforesaid . John Skelton was on the day he died seised in
his demesne as of fee of the manors of Ermatwhate, Whitrigg,
Threpelonde and of one water mill, etc., in Ermatwhate, Whit-
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rigge, Threpelonde, Ulloke, Belleseye, Thornehebancke, Kyrkthate, Lyntwhate, Bolton ; and of one burgage in the City of
Carlisle.
And the same John was seised in his demesne as of fee tail,
namely to himself and the heirs male of his body of a parcel of
land containing a hundred acres of land with appurtenances in
Ermatwhate called Armatwhatebanke within the forest of Inglewwodde and a purpresture there called Ermatwhate within the
said forest, common of pasture within the same forest to all
manner of his beasts, and dead wood there called Firewodde ;
and the close of Touthwhate therein, with common of pasture
within the said forest and sufficient timber and wood from the
wool and underwood for the building and repair of his houses
there and the erection of other men's houses there, and for the
reasonable fencing of the land and the close aforesaid, as shall
seem to him to be necessary.
Further that the same John was seised long before his death
of twelve messuages etc., in Threpelonde and Ermatwhate, in his
demesne as of fee ; and enfeoffed John Skelton his son and then
heir apparent, and Joan his wife to have and to hold the said
lands and tenements to the said John and Joan and the heirs of
and afterwards the said John the son died,
their bodies
and Joan survived him, and took as her husband John Thwates,
esquire.
•
Further the said John Skelton was seised in his demesne as of
fee long before his death of nine messuages, etc., in Whitrige,
Langland and Arcleby, and by his charter produced in evidence
to the jurors at the taking of this inquisition, whereof the date
is the seventeenth day of September the twenty-fourth year of
the said King (Sept 17, 1532) enfeoffed William Skelton, his kinsman and heir apparent, and Anne his wife, daughter of John
Leyh of Isyll, Esquire, to have and to hold to the said William
and théy are
and Anne and the heirs of their bodies
still living.
Further that long before the death of the said John, one John,
his father, was seised in his demesne as of fee of two messuages,
and gave and granted
etc., in Threpelonde aforesaid
them to one Bernard his son, to have and to hold for the term
of his life, and he is still seised thereof.
And further that the said John was seised in his demesne as of
fee of ten messuages, etc., in Cotehill and Comwhyntyn
for
and enfeoffed Christopher Skelton his younger son
the term of his life.
C
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And that John Skelton died on the fourteenth day of February
last past ; and that the said William Skelton is kinsman and
nearest heir of John Skelton, namely son of John, son of John
named in the writ ; and he is on the day of the taking of this.
inquisition twenty-eight years of age and upwards.

This record therefore, besides supplying us with a
schedule of property which is of great use in checking:
the earlier evidence, affords the following genealogical
matter, which may be summarized : John, father of thedeceased, had a son John, his heir, and Bernard, surviving. John, on whom the inquisition was held, had
two sons, John and Christopher, the latter surviving.
(8).—John Skelton, the heir apparent, who died before
his father ; his widow, Joan, afterwards married John
Thwaites. He left a son and heir
(9).—William Skelton, who married Anne, daughter of
John Legh of Isell. With him the Visitation pedigreebegins.
The descent from Clement de Skelton of Orton, who,.
as has been mentioned, left three daughters, deserves a.
short notice. The particulars are given in a series of
inquisitions post mortem, as follows :Inquisition held the 24th day of May, 6 Henry VI. (1429). The
jury find that William Legh the elder, Knight, deceased, held on
the day of his death by the law of England after the death of
Agnes his wife (here certain properties are set out) from the inheritance of William Legh the younger, Knight, son and heir of
the said William and Agnes ; also that the said William Legh,
one John Midelton, Knight, and his wife Johanna, a sister still.
surviving of the said Agnes ; and John Belasys and Alice, anothersister still surviving of the said Agnes, held the said manors, etc.
Also that William Legh the elder died on the loth day of April
last past, and that William Legh, son and heir of William and.
Agnes, was aged 34 years and upwards.
Inquisition held the 3oth day of October 29 Henry VI. (145o)..
Johanna late the wife of John Middelton, Knight, held one third.
of the manor of Great Staynton, etc. She died on the 17th_
March previous, and John Blenerhasset was her son and heir,
aged 4o years and over.
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Inquisition held the 28th day of October in the same year.
Alice, late wife of John Belasis died seised, &c., of one third of
the manor of Great Staynton, near Penrith ... . ( and other property). The said Alice died on the loth day of June last past ;
and Nicholas Redle was son and heir of the said Alice, and was
3o years of age.

Or, put in ordinary language, Agnes Skelton married
Sir William Legh, predeceased him, and was succeeded
eventually by her son, another Sir William Legh ; Joan
married a Blenerhasset, and secondly Sir John Middleton,
her share of the property going to the son of her first
marriage, John Blenerhasset : Alice, who was at the time
of her death the widow of John Belasis, left a son and
heir by her first marriage, Nicholas Ridley.
The descendants of each of the coheiresses made their
mark, but the most famous were the line deriving from
Nicholas Ridley and Alice Skelton. Fourth in descent
from them was Nicholas Ridley, Bishop of London, one
of the sufferers in the reign of Queen Mary ; while the
late head of the family was, at the end of the last century
raised to the peerage as Viscount Ridley.
THE FAMILIES OF L'ENGLEYS AND
OF HIGHHEAD.

RESTWOLD

William L'Engleys, who arrived at Hesket, was a man
of considerable possessions ; but whether they were acquired by descent, or from what family he derived, cannot
be stated with certainty. The name he bore was already
well known at Little Asby in Westmorland, and in 2
Edward III. a fine was levied by the head of the family,
William L'Engleys, settling the manor and other property upon himself and Ellen his wife and the heirs of
their bodies, with remainder in default of such issue to
Robert, brother of William, Thomas, brother of Robert,
John, son of Thomas Daunay, and Roger, son of Gilbert
de Lancastre.
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It seems that there was no child of this marriage, and
that Robert, or his son, inherited ; it is most unlikely
that such a settlement would have been made had there
been children of a former marriage ; hence this William
cannot be the same as William of Hesket, who had children, nor can he be his father. The omission of William
of Hesket in a comprehensive entail suggests that he was
not a relative of the Westmorland family ; or he would
have been included ; a matter for some regret, as the
position he achieved was largely the reward of courage
and efficiency on active service.
William Lengleys, who acquired lands in the forest,
married Isabel, widow of Alexander de Crokedayk,* who
was a son of Adam de Crokedayk, justice itinerant. In
1328 he was appointed for life chief forester of Inglewood,
and received the honour of knighthood. In 16 Edward
III. he levied two fines with Robert de Helton, parson of
Dufton, and William de Sandford the younger, settling,
in the first case, the manor of Hokyton, now Oakington
(Cambridge), of Great Paxton, with land in Little Paxton
(Hunts.), and the manor of Strickland, land and mills in
Old Appleby, Kirkebergh and Helbeck, and the moiety
of the manor of Helton, upon himself for life, remainder
to his son William and the heirs male of his body ; in
default of such issue, to Juliana, daughter of William the
elder, similarly ; remainder to Agnes her sister, remainder
to Thomas, son of John Lengleys. In the second case,
the manor of Highhead, two thirds of the manor of Blencam, one third of the manor of Levington, and land in
Raughton and Gaitsgill in Cumberland, and the moiety
of the manors of Rounthwaite and Tebay in Westmorland,
were devoted to the same uses. Shortly after this he
died, and William his son succeeded to these estates,
* In 3 Edward II. an inquisition post mortem was held on Alexander,
whose heir was John, son of John, late brother of deceased : in 16 Edward
II., on John, wherein Isabel is called wife of William le Engleys of Paxton,
and formerly wife of Alexander de Crokedayk.
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being then thirty years of age, and already admitted to
the rank of knighthood.
He lived about twenty-five years after this, dying in
August, 1369. He had one child, a daughter named
Isabel. Now here the effect of those fines come in ; the
lands were limited to the heirs male of William Lengleys
the younger ; hence Isabel was barred from inheriting the
bulk of her father's property. This went to his sister's
son, William Restwold.
Inquisitions were held in Cumberland (24th August,
1369), Westmorland (3rd September), Huntingdon (14th
September), and Cambridge (18th September) ; which,
summarized, tell us that William died on the third of
August last ; that he held the manors aforesaid under
the limitations mentioned in the fines ; that he died without heir male of his body, and that the heir to the estates
was William, son of Ralph Restwold and Juliana his wife,
sister of William Lengleys. Also that the latter's next
heir was his daughter Isabel, aged 24.
Further inquisitions were held on the fourth and sixth
of March next, in Huntingdon and Cambridge respectively, recording that fifty acres of land and 4s. annual
rent in the one, and twenty-two acres in the other, had
been settled on Sir William Lengleys and Margaret his
wife and the heirs male of their bodies, and in default of
such, to Isabel their daughter. Persons of a strictly accurate temperament are invited to note the fact that on
September 3rd the Westmorland men said that she was
22 ; and on March 6th the Cambridge jury made her 26.
The latter record tells us that she was the wife of Sir
Nicholas Harrington, knight. She passes out of the story
of Highhead ; but her descendants prospered for several
generations, and then ended in an heiress, who married
Sir Edward Stanley, the hero of Flodden, whose name
was Lord Marmion's last cheer. He was created Lord
Monteagle ; and among the more distant posterity was
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the Lord Monteagle who received warning of the Gunpowder Plot.
From this point we have little information about the
Restwolds, the new owners of Highhead, until the reign
of Henry the Eighth, and then only because they sold it.
Considering the prominent part played by the L'Engleys
before them, and the Richmonds after, this seems strange
the explanation is a somewhat unexpected one—that they
had already very large interests in the south of England,
and severed their connection with Cumberland about a
generation after they inherited the estates there. As they
held a prominent position, filling the posts of Member of
Parliament or High Sheriff in no less than seven counties
during this period, a short account of their doings elsewhere will do something to fill up the gap in the history
of Highhead.
Richard Restwold is the first of the family of whom
there are details of interest. He was Member for the
Borough of Wallingford, Berkshire, at the Parliament of
19 Edward II. (1325).
Ralph Restwold occurs next, but there is nothing to
show his relationship with the last named. If we may
assume that all the activities credited to this name belong
to the same individual, his life must have been a strenuous
as well as a long one. In 1336 he was returned for Westmorland with William de " Langwathbi " as jùnior member. In 1337, Ralph de Restwold, king's yeoman, was
appointed constable of the castle of Wallingford and
steward of the Honor of St. Valery during good behaviour.
In 1342 he was on commission with two others in what
sounds in our time a very curious duty ; namely to enquire into the complaints of certain merchants of London,
who said that they had freighted certain vessels with wine
of Rhineland, and other merchandise, and that some
Frenchmen had boarded them during truce ; and wished
to obtain redress.
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The next entry shows that he had been on active service
abroad :—
Pardon, at the request of William Lengleys, King's yeoman, and
because he is now beyond seas in the King's service in the company of Richard Earl of Arundel, to Ralph Restwold, late Constable of Taunton, of the King's suit against him for the death
of four men, whereby he was indicted.

In the following year, 1345, he was back, and was
appointed anew to the constableship of the castle of
Taunton, with custody of the parks and warrens belonging to it, they being in the king's hands because of the
voidance of the see of Winchester. Next year " for good
service in the war of France " he is exempted for life
from service on juries, or assizes, or appointment as
mayor, sheriff or escheator, against his will.
In 1355 he is mentioned as a justice in Oxfordshire to
keep the statute of labourers.
He married, as we have already seen, Juliana, daughter
of the elder Sir William L'Engleys, and died " on Thursday, the Feast of St. Barn,abas the Apostle, 6 Richard II."
(11th June, 1383), and was succeeded by his grandson
Richard, son of Ralph's eldest son
William Restwold, who succeeded to the bulk of the
;L'Engleys estates. Dying in his father's lifetime, these
:descended to Richard Restwold, who was ten years old
when he succeeded his father, and nineteen when he
succeeded his grandfather. He was M.P. for Cumberland
in 1419.
Richard Restwold, his son, was 28 years of age in the
first year of Henry VI., when his father died. He had
already been member for Cumberland, having come in in
1421 as " Richard Restwold, junior." Afterwards he
preferred to represent a Berkshire constituency, as his
namesake had done exactly a century before ; being
returned for that county in 1425.
In 15 Henry VI. he occurs a party to a fine with William
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Stapleton and Margaret his wife, by which the manor of
Edenhall and lands in Dolfinby and Bramwra were
settled ; a fact which shows that he kept up his connection with Cumberland, In 1434, however, he was high,
sheriff of Oxford and Berkshire, and in 1441 of Wiltshire.
It seems that he must have died shortly after this, and
been followed by a son of the same name ; as it occurs
over a period representing two lives, and appears a second
time as sheriff of Wilts only four years later.
Richard Restwold the younger, whose career is not
easily disentangled from that of his father, is probably
entitled to the credit of representing Berkshire in Parliament in 1432 and 1441. There is a notice in the Patent
Roll about this time of a grant to him and to one John
Feriby, king's clerk, of 12d. a day out of the fee farm of
London ; this had been granted to the latter alone in 1422..
In 1446 there is a notice about Richard.
Grant to the king's esquire, Richard Restwold, in tail male, of
the office of master of the king's dogs called heirers," &c., tâ
whom, with Walter Strikland, deceased, the office was granted
in survivorship, by letters patent, 14th February, 21 Henry VI.

He was sheriff of Wilts in 1445, and of the counties of
Oxford and Berks in 1461. His death occurred on September 4th, 1475 (15 Edward IV.), as is recorded in an,
inquisition in the following year, and was succeeded by
his son
Thomas Restwold, who was thirty years of age at the
time of his father's death. He appears to have been a
man of considerable influence, and perhaps the most important of the line up to this point. His name is frequently mentioned under the style of " Thomas Restwold
of La Vache," from the estate he had acquired. This is
in the parish of Chalfont St. Giles, now famous for Milton's,
cottage there. It was formerly the property of the
famous De la Vache family, of whom two members, father
and son, were Knights of the Garter. A tentative pedigree
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of the Restwolds and their alliances, published in Misc.
Heraldica et Genealogica, ii., 134, suggests an alliance with
a co-heiress of De la Vache. But this is supported only
by the fact that the Restwolds had this estate, though a
family descended from a Restwold coheiress, Bunny of
Yorkshire, was allowed to .quarter De la Vache at ` the
Visitation of 1666. According to the accepted notices of
the family, the line of De la Vache ended in one daughter,
and she did not marry a Restwold.
Thomas Restwold was sheriff of Oxford and Berks in
1476. He married, according to the pedigree referred to
above, Margaret, second daughter and coheir of John de
Boyvill, who died in 1467, and was fourth in descent
from Thomas de Boyvill and Alice his wife, sole daughter
and heir of Sir William Murdack.
Thomas Restwold is mentioned several times in the
reign of Henry VII., chiefly in connection with estates
which had been conveyed to him on trust, in Oxfordshire,
Berks, Bucks and Hants. Another of the name, Robert
Restwold, held estates in ,trust for Sir Richard Harcourt
in 2 Henry VII. In the Patent Roll for 1477 a commission
issued to a certain Richard Restwold and others to enquire into the stealing of swans and cygnets on the
Thames.
In the 9 Henry VII. Thomas and Richard his son are
mentioned in the inquisition on the death of Thomas
Langford ; while Thomas is mentioned in the 11th year
in the inquisition on Margaret Samborne.
Richard Restwold, his son, was his successor. He was
sheriff of the counties of Buckingham and Bedford in
1491, under the style of Richard Restewold of La Vache,
Esquire." This is, perhaps, to distinguish him from the
Richard who was mentioned previously in connection with
the theft of the swans, with whom the dates make it impossible for us to identify him. Richard Restwold, without
description, acted as sheriff of the same counties in 1499.
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Richard Restwold died on July 22nd, 14 Henry VIII.,
the inquisition being held on the 18th October. It is
-there recorded that he had enfeoffed Robert Brudenel and
=others of certain lands to the use of himself for life ; and
after his death for Edward his son and heir apparent, and
Agnes his wife, and the heirs of their bodies.
Edward Restwold thus succeeded to the estates, being
then 31 years of age. He married Agnes, daughter of
John Cheney of Drayton Beauchamp, Bucks, Esquire * ;
this lady married as her second husband Thomas Waterer,
Esq. There was a numerous family, but the male line
ended there. The eldest son, Anthony, was M.P. for
Woodstock and afterwards for Aylesbury, but had no
children, and his sisters became coheiresses of the
Restwolds.
With Edward Restwold the local interest comes to an
-end, as in 1542 he conveyed Highhead to John Richmond,
the ancestor of a well-known Cumberland line. To the
existing account of his family it is now possible to add an
interesting fact which was not known then ; the source of
his wealth ; for he is described in a fine as " Citizen and
Iremonger, London," and later as " Citizen and Armyronr,
London." t
The arms of Restwold, as quartered by Bunny,+ were
(i) Argent three bendlets sable ; (ii) Gules three lions
:rampant argent ducally crowned or. In the pedigree of
liulse, at the Visitation of Berkshire, 1566, a quartering
was allowed for descent from " Julian, cousin (? kinswoman) and heir of Thomas Restwold of Mongewell in
Coin. Oxon," five generations before ; and the name of
Restwold was appended, with a query, to a coat Party
per saltire ermine and gules.
It cannot be said that the Restwolds were prominent
* Visitation of Bucks, 1634. Harleian Soc., vol. 58.
t Hilary Term, 36 Henry VIII., and Michaelmas, 3 Edward VI.
Visitation of Yorkshire, 1666.
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WILLIAM LENGLEYS= ISABEL =ALEXANDER DE CROKEDAYK,
of High Head.
ist husband, d.s.p.

I

WILLIAM = MARGARET.
LENGLEYS,

d. 1369.

I

RALPH RESTWOLD=JULIANA.
M.P. Westmorland

AGNES.

1336 ; d. 1383.

ISABEL LENGLEYS=NICHOLAS
dau. and heiress. HARRINGTON.

WILLIAM RESTWOLD
of Highhead ; died in
his father's lifetime.

A

RICHARD RESTWOLD, M.P. Cumberland 1419.

RICHARD RESTWOLD, M.P. Cumberland 1421, M.P. Berks 1425, Sheriff of
Oxford and Berks 1434, and of Wilts 1441.
RICHARD RESTWOLD, Sheriff of Oxford and Berks 1461, probably M.P.
Berks 1432 and 1441, and Sheriff 1 445 ; d• 1475.
THOMAS RESTWOLD of La Vache, Sheriff of Oxford and Berks 1476.
RICHARD RESTWOLD, Sheriff of Bucks and Beds. 1491.

EDWARD RESTWOLD=AGNES, dau. of John
sold High Head in Cheney of Drayton
1542.
Beauchamp.

ANTHONY RESTWOLD.

Several co-heiresses.
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in Cumberland, nor that they did much to develop Inglewood ; they probably made the acquaintance of the
Lengleys family in the south, or perhaps on service ; but
they enjoyed undoubted distinction in the south, and
deserve something more than a bare mention of the name
in connection with Highhead, especially as the historians
of the counties where they were of greater note have been
content to leave their career unnoticed.
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