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ART. VI.—The Ings Registers. By the REV. GEO. E. P.
READE, M.A.
Read at Carlisle, June 27th, 1912.

I

N these Transactions, old series xiii., p. 138, we find
the following statements :—

Hugil or Ings C. I : bap. 1732-1775. II : bur. 1732-1775
from which period baptisms and burials have been imperfectly
kept on scraps of paper. III : Marriages 1775-1812.
W. (Whellan, p. 863) : ' Chapel rebuilt 1743. All the registers
previous to 1813 have been lost.' If so they must have been
lost between 1833 and 186o.

Commenting upon these statements I may remark,
in the first instance, that that of Whellan is absolutely
erroneous,—the others fall very far short of the whole
truth, and some of them are inaccurate.
Materials exist, as I shall shew presently, for piecing
together and supplying defects in the Ings registers
sufficient to render them almost complete downward
from a date not very many years subsequent to the time
when the " Chapel of the Ings " was first licensed for
the performance of the Occasional Offices of the Church.
The earliest extant document is a pamphlet of foolscap
sheets sewn together bearing the following prefatory
note :—
Hugil Oct. 7, 1749. A true and perfect Register of all the
Marriages and Christenings within this Chapelry since the year
of our Lord one thousand seven hundred and thirty two transcribed out of the old Chapel Book by Thomas Scales Assistant
Curate to the Rev. Mr. Knipe Curate of Staveley and Ings the
date above.

This pamphlet, containing copies of entries from an
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older book, no longer in existence, from 1732 to 1749,
is continued after the latter date, the record of Baptisms
reaching onward until 1775 and that of Marriages until
1755. In the last-named year a bound book for the
registration of Marriages only was provided, and this
continued in use until 1811, the entries being made
entirely in MS. Probably no marriage took place in
the year following. In 1813 the parchment-bound
registers ordered by Parliament were provided, and are
complete from that time onward. The white bound
Marriage Register was, of course, superseded by the
modern duplicates bound in green in 1837.
As regards the Baptismal Registers, the statement in
the Transactions is quite correct, that from 1775 to
1812 they, as well as the Burial Registers, were " kept
imperfectly on loose scraps of paper." It has, however,
been found possible to piece them together and to supply
most of the deficiencies from another source. Among
the loose slips of paper were found the two following
documents :—
(A) Christenings at the Chapels Anno Domini 1781 at Hugill
Octr. 28 Jonathan son of John and Ann Thompson of Height.
The above is a true Copy of the Register of the Parish Church
of Kendal in the County of Westmorland examined this twentieth
day of January 18o1 by me
Joseph Garnett, Parish Clerk.
(B) Christenings at the Chapels Anno Domini 1783.
Hugill
Septr. 14 Bryan son of Bryan and Grace Jopson of Hagend.
The above is a true copy of the Register of the Parish Church
of Kendal in Westmorland examined the tenth day of July 1804
by me Joseph Garnett Parish Clerk.

The discovery of these two Certificates seemed to
afford the assumption that returns must have been
made of the performance of the Occasional Offices to
the Parish Church of Kendal from the Chapelries, and
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that the Mother Church must have been at that time
regarded as the authority properly authorised to grant
Certificates. Here, too, we might guess at one reason
why the entries at Ings came only to be preserved on
loose scraps of paper :—the real and more important
registers were entered and preserved elsewhere. As the
incumbent had apparently no power to grant Certificates
he became careless as regards his own registers whilst
making his annual returns to Kendal.
An examination of the Kendal Parish Church Registers
has sufficed to clear this matter up. From about the
year 1698, or possibly somewhat earlier, annual returns
from all or nearly all the country Chapelries were made
regularly of all Baptisms, Marriages and Burials. They
are legibly entered and with every appearance of completeness. It has thus been found possible to fill up
all gaps and to get a complete copy of the entries of nearly
all Baptisms from 1732 to 1812. The Ings Marriage
Register coincides completely with the Kendal one.
We next come to the Burial Register. On a loose slip
of paper occurs this memorandum :—" Hugil Chapel
consecrated as a Burial place in the year 1789." This
is confirmed by the first entry of a Burial from Hugil
in the Kendal Register : " 1791. George Dobson of
Grassgarth being the primary interment." Query was
there ever a Burial Ground here before ? A tradition
lingers that there was formerly a Chapel of S. Anne at
Grassgarth, traces of which are supposed to remain in
the walls of the house of S. Anne's farm, and that there
was a Burial Ground attached to this. Old people even
assert that they can remember to have seen traces of
grave mounds. If this chapel lasted to post-Reformation
times, what became of the Registers ? I have been
unable so far to find any vestige or indication of them.
As in the case of the Baptisms, the entries of Burials
on the paper slips shew some omissions when compared
G
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with the lists sent to Kendal. The Parchment-bound
Register begun in 1813 is fully entered up, and is in fact
still in use.
The question arises—At what date was license first
granted to the Chapel of Hugil or Ings for the performance
of the rites of Baptism and Marriage ? For the approximate solution of this question I am greatly indebted to
Mr. Martindale of Staveley for some extracts which he
obtained some time ago from the archives of the Diocesan
Registry at Chester, and also from the Parish Registers
of some neighbouring Churches. From the former source
it appears that in 1588 the inhabitants of Staveley sent
up a long petition to the Bishop of Chester praying him
to grant to the minister of Staveley the right to baptize,
marry and bury. The names of the prime movers of the
getting up of this petition were Thomas Parrington and
Stephen Bateman, and amongst the signatories were
several inhabitants of Hugill. The bishop, in the first
instance, appears to have acceded to the prayer of the
petitioners and to have accorded the right. He, however,
withdrew this almost immediately afterwards on the
complaint of the Master and Fellows of Trinity College,
Cambridge, who had been instigated to take action by
the Wardens of Kendal Parish Church. Parrington and
Bateman thereupon entered an action in the Archbishop
of York's Court against the Bishop of Chester for withdrawing his decree. They lost their case. The right,
however, was restored in 1651 by the action of the
Commissioners of the Long Parliament.
The question remains—Was Ings, previous to this
last-named date, in the same position as Staveley with
regard to the absence of right to baptize, marry or bury
in its own Chapel ? The evidence of neighbouring
Church registers compels an answer to this question in
the affirmative. A family named Benson, of some
importance in the county, owned and resided at Hugill
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Hall during a considerable portion of the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries. From the ancient registers of
Kendal, Troutbeck and Bowness Mr. Martindale has
extracted something like twenty entries of baptisms
and burials of members of this family alone ranging
from 1573 to 1631. But stranger still—in the Troutbeck
Registers are found the following :—
1617. Feb. 25, Samuel Stephenson sone of Clement Stephenson
Minister at the Ings Chapel was baptised.

and in the Windermere Registers :—
1619. March 5, John filius Mr. Clement Stephensón de Inges
baptised.
1620. Nov. 4, John ye sonne of Mr. Clement Stephenson
Curatt at Crook baptised.
1621. Ap. 28, Nathaniel ye son of Mr. Clement Stephenson
of Crook baptised.

Thus it appears that Mr. Stephenson, Minister at
Ings and afterwards at Crook, was not allowed even
to baptize his own children in the country chapel which
he served, but was compelled to take them to some
neighbouring church duly licensed for the administration
of baptism.
The main facts elicited so far would seem to be as.
follows :(1) Sometime between 1651 and the close of that
century the " Chapel of the Ings " first became licensed
for the performance of the Baptismal Office, perhaps.
also of the Marriage Service.
(2) From 1732 to the present time the Marriage Register
is complete.
(3) The Baptismal Register is continuous from 1732
to 1775. From the latter date until 1813 it is imperfect.
Since 1813 it has been kept in the ordinary way.
(q.) No Burials took place in the Churchyard until
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1791. From that date up to 1813 the register is somewhat imperfect : but is probably capable of complete
reconstruction by collation with the entries sent to
Kendal Parish Church. Since 1813 it is complete.
(5) There does not appear to be any evidence that any
of the registers have been lost in recent times : though
the loose slips relating to Baptisms between 1777 and
1792 and also for 1811 and 1812 are missing. When
these were lost it is impossible to guess.
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