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ART. XXV.—Crosscanonby Church. By the REV. W. J.
MARSH, M.A.
Read at the Church June 28th, 1912.
N setting down these notes of the old church of Crosscanonby I very gratefully acknowledge my indebtedness to Mr. J. B. Bailey, of Maryport, who has from time
to time furnished me with the results of researches made
by him and bearing on the subject. I have also incorporated information gathered from the late Canon Bower,
who was Incumbent here at the time of the restoration
of the church in 1880.
The present church, dedicated in the name of S. John
the Evangelist, would seem to date back to somewhere
about the year 1100. A keen archæologist (the Revd.
E. A. Fishbourne, Vicar of Gresford, North Wales) who
visited the church some four years ago said that he
would have judged it, from the roughness of the stone
and the rudeness of the scanty bits of ornamentation, to
have been of even earlier date ; but, he added, " the
absence of mouldings and carving makes it very difficult
to get hold of a clue." The church is built of Roman
hewn stones, and consisted originally of Norman nave
and chancel. The arch to the chancel and the window
in the south wall of the same are good specimens of early
Norman work. An aisle was added in the thirteenth
century by the insertion of an elliptical arch in the south
wall of the nave, without interfering with the roof. In
this wall was an old Norman window, the top of which
still remains where it was cut into by the arch. The
aisle is connected with the chancel by a small arch—on
the west side of which a considerable portion has been
cut away in the manner of a squint.
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About 1130 or 1150 Alan, second lord of Allerdale,
gave the patronage of the church, together with a carucate
of land and all the tithes and other things to the said
church belonging, as fare as the water of Alne (the river
Ellen), to the Priory of Carlisle. There is a local tradition,
not confirmed by known records, that a small college of
canons from the Priory was established here, and from
them that part of the manor of Crosby in which the
church stands obtained its further appellation of Canonby.
No actual date can be assigned to the forming of this
conventual establishment, for it would seem to be clear
that the farm-house adjoining the churchyard, and
known as Canonby Hall, is not the original monastery.
A date-stone over the fireplace of one of the rooms of
the Hall, removed some few years ago to Dovenby Hall
and now lost, was said to bear the figures 1167. It is
now considered that this is an error, and that the actual
date on the stone was 1567.
At the restoration of the church in 188o, on the plaster
being removed, it was found that the whole of the interior
walls had been covered with texts, etc. ; Bishop Nicolson
said (Miscellany Accounts, p. 87) that these were painted
in 1670. No piscina was found in the chancel, but two
lockers were discovered in the south wall about 2 feet
from the present floor level. It must be remembered
that according to Bishop Nicolson (1703) the altar space
was lower than the rest of the chancel. There is a similar
locker at the east end of the aisle wall. Prior to 188o
the north door of the church had been half walled up
and the rest glazed. In opening it out a fragment of the
shaft of a red sandstone cross was found, about 21 inches
long, by some 12 inches broad decreasing to 10 inches,
carved on all its four sides. On one side is a series of
vigorously carved animals, each with three legs, and each
twisted backwards so as to grasp its own body in its
great jaws. On another side is a wildly twisted dragon,
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THE FOUR SIDES OF THE RED-SANDSTONE SHAFT, CROSSCANONBY.
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described as having the head of a ravenous wolf with a
long tail. The body seems then to form itself into a
coiling snake with another tail. Towards the end the.
body takes the human form (the man-devil) and divides.
below the loins into the legs of a man bound at the ankles,
with a ring. This was said, by the late Rev. W. S.
Calverley, to form the Scandinavian Hell-wolf, and the
Christian man-devil bound, the whole symbolising the
destructión of evil by faith in the Cross of Christ.
A monumental stone was found in digging •a drain
near the north wall of the chancel. It has a human.
figure upon it, supposed (from a square on the dexter
side said to represent the Book of the Gospels, and a.
device like a gridiron above the man) to be S. Lawrence,
Deacon and Martyr. The late Canon Knowles says of
it, " It is very early with an almost Roman broaching.
I see nothing in it which may not be of the 6th century.
Canon Bower, however, in 1909 (these Transactions,.
N.S., ix., p. 7) left the question of its date unanswered.
The mill-stone head of a white stone cross fell out of
the interior of a wall in repairing a window. There is a
similar fragment at Dearham. Free-armed crosses of
this type are prior to the Norse invasion. Another stone_
of early but uncertain date, a quern, a half quern, and a.
stone with a cross incised on it were also found. Finally,.
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THREE SIDES OF THE STONE WITH INCISED CROSS (b), FIGURE (a),
AND THUNDERBOLT SYMBOL (C) ; CROSSCANONBY.

there is a great coped tombstone or pre-Norman hogback._
It is of red sandstone, 6 feet long, 21 inches high at centre,
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and 17 inches broad. The chain pattern on it is almost
identical with the Dearham cross.
I said the present church is of Norman foundation.
The evidence of the sculptured stones which I have just
described points clearly to the existence of a previous
church—the millstone head carries us back possibly to
•
the eighth century. It is perhaps too wild a flight of the
imagination to think of S. Ninian, c. 397, but may not
S. Kentigern, c. boo, have preached here ?

NOTE ON THE PRE-NORMAN REMAINS AT CROSSCANONBY,
BY THE EDITOR.

To class these stones according to present knowledge of an
extended series of such monuments throughout the north of
England, some reconsideration of dates formerly given is necessary. The earliest is the fragment of free-armed cross-head,
with the " lorgnette " derived from Northallerton and other
Yorkshire sites through Carlisle, where a good example exists.
That cross is closely connected with the Ormside cup, which
was patched (as Mr. Thurlow Leeds shows) c. goo. This
then may be of the middle of the ninth century, or possibly
somewhat earlier. The hogback and red shaft are characteristic
of the Viking age in Northumbria, and of the tenth century.
The fragment with a rude figure, cross and " thunderbolt "
pattern, hardly looks like part of a cross-shaft ; it may be, as
I suggested in Early Sculptured Crosses, a trial piece, or it
may be a very rude attempt at a grave-monument of uncertain
though late pre-Norman type. The slab, to which the name of
St. Lawrence has been attached on very slender evidence, is
also very rude work without sufficient ornament to date it
conclusively. But it may be as early as the later part of the
eleventh century : no such slabs are known as early as the sixth,
and there is no resemblance between this and Anglian art before
the Viking age. We have, however, evidence that a church
existed here shortly after 800 A.D. and continued in existence
thenceforward, in spite of the Viking invasions and settlement.
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THE HOGBACK, CROSSCANONBY.
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ART. XXVI.—Crosscanonby Hall. By J. B. BAILEY.

B

Y the kind invitation of Mr. Robert Ellwood, tenant
of the Crosscanonby Hall farm, Mr. Thomas Carey,
J.P., and myself made several visits to the place, with the
intention of gaining definite information regarding the
hall, which we knew that he alone could supply. He has
been the tenant of the farm since 1856, and extensive
alterations and additions were made to the building
during the following year. The late Mr. F. L. B. Dykes,.
to whom the place belonged, wished specially to retain
the general character of the old building so far as it was
possible. To this fact alone we doubtless owe the
opportunity of giving some description. We were the
more anxious as we understood that a date, supposed.
to be 1167, had been discovered over the fireplace in the
room to the north. This has, of course, led many to
think that the building was in reality the monastery,
from which Crosby obtained its further appellation of
Canonby. But the date was in Arabic figures, and therefore proved that this idea was untenable. Such figures
were not introduced into England till the thirteenth
century, and even then were not commonly used ; nor
were all of them of the present form till long after this.
The stone on which the date was cut is now unfortunately
lost, but it occurred to us to ask Mr. Ellwood whether
the two " ones " in " 1167 " were exactly alike. He
admitted there was a difference, and on submitting
various forms of probable figures, without hesitation he
picked out one which, he said, was the exact form of
the second " one." It was, in reality an old form of 5.
Thus the date is 1567, and the characteristics of the
building will doubtless prove the correctness of this
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date. So far, then, we have no information which could
lead:us definitely to the date when the term Canonby "
was first used. Its meaning is apparently clear, but we
can get no further. We shall now confine our remarks
almost entirely to what we were able to gather regarding
the actual condition of the hall previous to its alteration
and extension in 1857.
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Ground Plan before alterations m.1867.
CROSSCANONBY HALL.

The room to the north is, internally, 13 feet 6 inches
by 12 feet 6 inches, the walls being 2 feet 6 inches thick.
There was a huge fireplace, and over this was the date
of which we have already spoken. A beautiful black oak
panelling ran round the room. Evidently the preceding
tenant, who held the farm over 5o years, was not much
in love with old oak, for he used this beautiful room as
a place in which to store his potatoes. Nor did he trouble
to clear away the accumulation of soil that naturally
occurred, for in 1857 a depth of 2 feet was removed.
This, together with the damp coming through from the
churchyard, greatly damaged the panelling.
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