ART. I.—Nunnery. By T. H. B. GRAHAM, M.A.

Communicated at Carlisle, April 23rd, 1915.

S

EVEN hundred years ago, a community of nuns was
already established at Ainstable. The fact is proved
by a charter, of about the year 1200, cited by the Rev..
James Wilson (Victoria Hist. Cumb., ii 190), and containing a grant, by Roger de Beauchamp, to the Priory of
St. Bees, of land, therein described with reference to
some belonging to the " nuns of Ainstapillith," in leseschalis, or scales on the western coast. The Mappa
Mundi, compiled by Gervase of Canterbury about the
same period, calls them the " black nuns of the Priory
of St. Mary, Inglewood " (Rolls Edition, ii, 441). The
modern mansion, known as " Nunnery," near the confluence of the Croglin water and Eden in Ainstable parish,
marks the site of the religious house, and its western en d
embodies a fragment of the original structure. But the
nuns early acquired an ancient assart or clearing of Inglewood forest, styled " the Nunclose," lying three mile s
distant, within the vili of Armathwaite, and so they are
commonly described in old documents as the " nuns of
Armathwaite." For instance, about the middle of the
thirteenth century, four Wetheral charters respectively
describe lands at Ainstable as bounded by those of the
nuns of Ermynthwait, Hermithuait, Ermitethait or
Ermyngthait (Prescott, Wetherhal,` pp. 267, 269, 272 and
276) .
In order to decide the etymology of the name, it shóuld
be borne in mind that there is another Armathwaite on
Bassenthwaite lake. The " territory of Aermgthuait,
alluded to in a thirteenth century charter (ibid., p. 234),.
may possibly be identical with leseschalis above mentioned.
The Taxatio of 1290 assessed the possessions of the
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prioress of Ermithwayt at '10 (Taxation of Pope Nicholas,
Record Commission, p. 32o).
On September 9th, 1317, licence was granted for the
prioress and nuns of Ermittwayth to acquire in mortmain
lands and tenements to the value of 10 a year ; and, on
September 28th of the same year, there was a grant
during pleasure to the nuns of Ermynthwayt, on whom
much loss had been inflicted by the Scots, of sufficient
pasture for their beasts in the forest of Inglewood (Cal.
Pat. Rolls, 11 Ed. II, pp. 21, 28) .
The Taxatio of 1318 describes the temporal possessions
of the prioress of Hermithueyt as " totally destroyed "
(op. supra cit., p. 333).
On October 16th, 1331, pardon was granted to the
prioress and nuns of Ermithwait, whose lands had been
very greatly wasted and destroyed by the war of Scotland,
o f 10 due to the king for victuals bought by them, in
the late king's reign, at Carlisle (Cal. Pat. Rolls, 5 Ed. III,
p. 191).
In 1362, the nuns elected one of their number, Katherine
de Lancaster, prioress, in place of Isabel deceased, and
the bishop ordered the archdeacon of Carlisle to assign
to the new prioress her stall in choir and place in chapter
(Bishop Welton's Register cited V.H. ii 190).
On April 9th, 1473, the king, understanding from the
prioress and convent of the house or priory of Armythwayte, which was of the foundation of the king's progenitors and of the king's patronage, that the buildings
o f the priory had been destroyed by the Scots, and the
priory had been despoiled of its goods, relics, ornaments,
books and jewels, and that its charters and other muni
ments had been burnt or carried off, confirmed their estate
in the priory and all its possessions, and especially in an
ancient close called the " Nonne close," that they might
pray for the good estate of himself, Elizabeth his consort
and Edward his son, and for their souls after death, and
,
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for the souls of his progenitors (Cal. Pat. Rolls, 13 Ed. IV,
p. 39 2 ).
Prioress Isabel was not satisfied with a bare confirmation of title to the lands of which her convent had long
enjoyed possession, and on June loth, 1480, she claimed
to have discovered letters patent of William Rufus.
They are printed at length by Dugdale (Monasticon, edit.
1821, iii, 270), bear date January 6th, 1088-9, and purport
to contain a specific grant of the same lands, with freedom
from toll .throughout England and all such liberties as
were enjoyed by the monastery of Westminster. Modern
critics have not any hesitation in pronouncing those
letters patent a forgery, but they were nevertheless inspected and allowed, on payment of half a mark (Cal.
Pat. Rolls, 20 Ed. IV, p. 208) .
The grant of extensive liberties to a poor and defenceless convent of nuns was an empty one, because they were
not in a position to maintain them. It included by
implication the rare privilege of giving sanctuary to
felons, and the outward and visible sign of that privilege
is the stone bearing the inscription " Sanctuarium," in
old characters, and the date, " 1o88," in modern numerals,
which is set in a square pillar of masonry standing near
the high road at " Cross close," or " Cross house," three
furlongs north-west of the Nunnery. The pillar may have
originally been a wayside cross or a boundary cross of
the priory land, but Hutchinson learned by enquiry that
" it had by laudable care been repaired," and that the
date was added (merely to record the foundation of the
priory) , about the beginning of the eighteenth century—
the period when the conventual building was demolished.
It is presumed that the sanctuary stone was erected at
its present site by the nuns, to put on record a privilege,
impliedly granted to them in 1480, but never in fact
exercised.
Some passages of the forged letters patent may be
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taken as evidence of facts existing in 1480, namely, that
the community was known as the " house or monastery
of black nuns of the Order of St. Benedict, founded in
honour of Jesus Christ and the Blessed Virgin Mary ; "
that the house stood upon two acres of land adjoining
Croglin water ; and that the possessions of the priory
consisted of three carucates of arable land and ten acres
of meadow adjacent to the house, with common pasture
in the vili of Ainstable, 216 acres of land on the north
side of the water called " Tarnwadelyn," that 4s to say .
in the " Nunclose," with pasture in the forest of Inglewood and an annual rent of 4os. from some tenements
at Carlisle.
A survey of the " conventual house of nuns of Armathwaite " was made in pursuance of the statute 26 Henry
VIII, c. 3, passed in 1534. Agnes Darwenwater, then
prioress and patroness of the parish church of Ainstable,
held the rectory of Ainstable, worth in great tithes £6,.
and the mansion without the " glebe of Armathwaite,"
in her own hands. (Mansion and glebe were together
worth £2 6s. 8d.). She also held a tenement called
" glebe," worth 6s. 8d. and other land in different partsof Cumberland worth £IO 8s. iod. " The gross value of
the property was therefore £19 2S. 2d., subject to the
following outgoings :—to the priory of Wetheral one
shilling a year ; to the bishop " for procuration," at his
triennial visitation, 7s. 6d. or 2S. 6d. a year ; and to one
chaplain, celebrating every day in the presence of the
nuns £5 6s. 8d. a year. The net annual value was £13,
12s. (Valor Ecclesiasticus, Record Commission, vol. v,.
p. 291).
The Augmentation Office survey, dated July 31st, 1 537,.
contains a detailed account of the possessions of the
priory, including a yearly rent of 4os. from the king's land_
at Carlisle, granted by William the Conqueror (sic), to
be paid by the keeper of Carlisle but worth nothing..
,
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That item appears in the forged letters patent. The
survey gives the net annual value as £19 18s. iod., does
not deduct the chaplain's stipend and describes the annual
payment of 2S. 6d. to the bishop as a " pension " in respect
of Ainstable church (Dugdale, Mon., edit. 1821, vol. iii,
p. 272). Richard Chyrden was vicar of Ainstable when
the valor was made, and it is not unlikely that he also
acted as chaplain of the convent, for Dugdale states that
there were only three nuns, beside the prioress, in residence there.
On July 2oth, 1538, Leonard Barrow, of Armathwaite,
obtained a lease of the priory and of the rectory of Ainstable (L. and P. Henry VIII, vol. xiv, part i, p. 606),
and by letters patent dated March 9th, 1553, Edward VI.
granted the priory and its land in fee simple to William
Graham, nicknamed " Carlisle," son of " Lang Will "
Graham of Esk. (See Pedigree A on p. 6) .
The grantee's eldest son and heir, Arthur, was living,
in 1596, at Blaatwood, Dumfriesshire (these Transactions,
N.S., xi, p. 75). His stonehouse or tower of " Blawit,"
shown on the map of 1590 (ibid., N.S., xii, p. 49), has long
since disappeared, but, within the memory of persons
now living, some cottages, known as " Blaatwood," stood
about 30o yards distant from Rigg school, on the right
hand side of the road leading from there to the sea shore.
The said grantee, in 1561, entailed Nunnery upon his
second son, Fergus, also nicknamed " Carlisle " (Nicolson
and Burn, ii, 43o), who married Jane Barrow, possibly
a daughter of the said Leonard Barrow, lessee of the
dissolved priory.
Fergus died before June 9th, 1591, when his widow was
married, a second time, to Thomas Chamber, of Raby
Cote. She died April 5th, 1620 (Nicolson, Miscellany
Accounts, p. 26) .
Fergus and Jane Graham had two sons, William and
Robert, both described, in the " Pedigree of the Grahams
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of Esk, 1590," as " very good subjects." William married Elizabeth Somers, of Kent, and died in 1603,, leaving
a son George, born about 1593, who certified the Visitation
pedigree of 1665, and was allowed the armorial bearings
thereon recorded. According to that pedigree, he married
Katherine, daughter of John Musgrave, of Plumpton
Head, and had eight children.
William, their eldest son, married, first, Mary, daughter
of John Vaux, of Catterlen, last of the male line, and had
four daughters, namely, Katherine, who married Richard
Fetherstonhaugh, of Langwathby, son of the gallant
Royalist, Sir Timothy Fetherstonhaugh, of Kirkoswald ;
Maudlin, who married John Routledgé, of Cherbuckle
Haresceugh,* a forgotten locality, shown on Fryer's map
as situate upon the north bank of the Ravenbeck, midway
between Kirkoswald and Renwick ; Mary, who married
Thomas Lowthian, of Staffield ; and Mabel.
The said William married, secondly, Mary, daughter
of Colonel Richard Kirkbride, of Howes and Ellerton.
By this second marriage, William Graham had a son,,
Richard, born in 1657, and a daughter, Bridget.
The other children of George and Katherine Graham,
of Nunnery, were Richard and George, both of Smardale,
in Kirkby Stephen parish ; Fergus, who migrated to.
Dublin ; Catherine, who married George Denton, of
Cardew ; Elizabeth, who married Robert Thomlinson, of
" Cumdubbrick, Cumberland " (perhaps a clerical error
for Cumdivock) ; Bridget, who married William Charlton,
of the Bower, near Bellingham, Northumberland ; and
Frances.
It was George Graham, described in the Visitation
pedigree as of Smardale," who, about the year 1690,.
sold Nunnery for X1,436 to Sir John Lowther, bart., and
the latter, in 1696, conveyed it to John Aglionby, recorder
.

.

* A tenement at " Charbokelhersekewe in the parishing of Kirkoswald
formed part of the possessions of Armathwaite Priory in 1537 (Dugdale,.
Mon. iii, 272).
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of Carlisle, in exchange for Drumburgh Castle (Hutchinson, i, 195).
The Aglionbys had long been connected with the affairs
of the city and county, and it is not irrelevant to make
some remarks supplemental to those contained in these
Transactions, N.S., xiii, p. 1o5, concerning the Recorder's
ancestors. (See Pedigree B on p. 9).
According to the Visitation pedigree, Edward Aglionby,
the elder (son of John), married Elizabeth, daughter of
-Cuthbert Musgrave, of Crookdake, and had issue a son,
Edward Aglionby, the younger, and a daughter, Dorothy,
married to Alan Blennerhasset, of Carlisle. But Nicolson
:and Burn, who are usually precise, allege (ii, 327), that
it was Thomas Aglionby (son of John), who married a
Musgrave of Crookdake, and that the said Thomas was
Edward the elder's brother. They further allege that
the Rev. John Aglionby, D.D., Fellow of Queen's College,
Oxford, chaplain in ordinary to Elizabeth and James I,
principal of St. Edmund's Hall and rector of Islip, who
died February 6th, 1609, aged 43, was a younger brother
of the Aglionby who married a Musgrave.
As regards the first allegation : Camden visited Carlisle
in 1599 and inspected an inscription " in the house of
Thomas Aglionby, near the citadel " (Britannia, edit. 1607,
p. 642) . It is possible that he was Edward the elder's
brother. As regards the second allegation : Wood, in his
Athen: e Oxonienses, gives a biography of the Rev. John
Aglionby, and Le Neve, in his Monumenta Anglicana,
records his epitaph ; but neither writer furnishes proof
that the said John Aglionby was Edward the elder's
brother.
I will now pass to the succeeding generation. Edward
Aglionby the younger was not of age when John Denton
wrote his Accompt, at the very beginning of the seventeenth century. He married Jane, daughter of Henry
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Brougham, of Blackwell * Hall, near Carlisle, and had
issue a son, John, and a daughter, Mary, married to John
Sandford, of Askham. He was probably identical with
the Edward Aglionby representing Carlisle in Parliament
from 1623-5 and appointed alderman of Carlisle by the
governing charter " of July 21st, 1637, for he is stated
to have died in 1648. His said son John was a distinguished Royalist and took a leading part in the defence
of Carlisle, during the siege of 1644-5. He had previously
to that date married Margery, daughter of Christopher
Richmond, of Highhead Castle.
Their eldest son, John, is stated to have been 23 years
of age at the date of the Visitation (March 28th, 1665),
and was therefore born in 1642.
On March 4th, 1655-6, " John Aglionby, son and heir
of John Aglionby of Carlisle," was admitted a student
of Grays Inn, and was called to the bar at the same Inn,
on November 25th, 1668. Before coming of age, he
married Barbara, daughter of John Patrickson, of _ Calder
Abbey. He was admitted Recorder of Carlisle on February 27th, 1679, and had in the meantime been an alderman of that city. It is not clear whether he was (as
Hutchinson relates), appointed king's counsel. Chamberlayne's Present state of England mentions, in 1694, John
Aglionby, Esquire, as one of the counsel-at-law to their
Majesties William and Mary.
But the fact that the same publication continues to
include the name of John Aglionby in its annual list for
upwards of half a century raises a strong presumption
that the Recorder is not there referred to, unless indeed
there were two John Aglionbys who respectively held the
appointment of king's or queen's counsel in the intervening period. The Recorder was buried on March 20th,
1717-18, in the family vault at St. Cuthbert's, Carlisle.
* Sometimes spelt Blackhall and pronounced " Blekal." The older formis Blakhale. Compare Wetheral, formerly Wetherhal.

tcwaas_002_1917_vol17_0003

NUNNERY. II

His son, John, born in 1663, married Dinah, daughter of
the Rev. Richard Stodart and died in the Isle of Man,
leaving a son, Henry, born at Drawdykes Castle in 1684,
who married Elizabeth, youngest daughter of Wilfrid
Lawson, of Brayton Hall, and sister of Sir Gilfred Lawson,
the sixth baronet.
Henry Aglionby was for many years an alderman of
Carlisle and filled the office of mayor, was M.P. for the
city, 1721-2, and sheriff of the county in 1733. He appears
to have been given possession of Nunnery, by his grandfather, Mr. Recorder Aglionby, during the latter's lifetime, because Hutchinson states that he pulled down the
priory in 1715 and erected the present mansion upon its'
site. He resided at Nunnery until his eldest son's
marriage, when he retired to the house which he had
built at Crossfield, where he remained until his death on
August 7th, 1759. His said eldest son, Henry, born in
May, 1715, married Anne, daughter of Sir Christopher
Musgrave, of Edenhall, bart. Like his father, he was for
many years an alderman of Carlisle, and sheriff of Cumberland in 1763. He died at Nunnery in December, 1770,
and is buried at Ainstable.
He was succeeded at Nunnery by his third son, Christopher, sheriff of Cumberland in 1780, who died unmarried
in October, 1785, last male representative of the ancient
family. His property was partitioned between his four
sisters by the Court of Chancery, and Nunnery fell to
the eldest, Mrs. Elizabeth Bamber. Its subsequent
devolution is shown by Pedigree C on p. 12.
Mrs. Elizabeth Bamber died in 1822 and by her will
devised Nunnery to her nephew, Francis Aglionby (formerly Yates). Francis Aglionby was major in the Cumberland Militia and M.P. for East Cumberland. He was
also chairman of the Court of Quarter Sessions for the
county from 1818 until his death, which occurred, very
suddenly, on July 1st, 1840, within the precincts of the
.
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court (Jefferson, Leath Ward, p. 247) . At his decease,
without male issue, Nunnery became vested, under the
provisions of Mrs. Bamber's said will , in Henry Aglionby
Aglionby (formerly Bateman), of St. John's College,
Cambridge, and Lincolns Inn, for an estate in tail male..
Henry Aglionby Aglionby practised with distinction on
the Northern Circuit, until his election as M.P. for Cockermouth. He died without issue in 1854, when Nunnery
devolved upon Charles Aglionby (formerly Yates) .
Charles Aglionby died in 1891 and Nunnery passed to
his son, the Rev. Francis Keyes Aglionby, D.D., now
vicar of Christ Church, Westminster, who sold it
to the present proprietor, Arthur Charles Aglionby
(formerly Cooper), descendant of Christopher's youngest
sister, Mrs. Mary Yates.
NOTE ON SOME COATS OF ARMS AT NUNNERY.
Nine sculptured shields are set in the back wall of the
grotto in Nunnery Walks. A tenth, with its heraldic
charges effaced, is built into a side wall of the same grotto.
Those which are enclosed in quatrefoils form a scheme
of decoration and may belong to the early part of the
fifteenth century. It is highly probable that they adorned the sides of the tomb, in St. Cuthbert's Church,
Carlisle,, upon which reposed effigies of a knight an d
lady preserved in Ainstable church. I say highly probable, because a writer in Sepulchral Monuments, vol. ii,.
part ii, p. 15o, published in 1796, describes the tomb•
and observes that on its sides, in quatrefoils, appeared,
the following coats of arms :A., fretty ; B., fretty under a label of four points ;
C., a fesse between three fleurs de lis, impaling barry of
4 or 6 a bend and D., another coat not seen.
It is remarkable that the writer makes no reference to
the arms of Denton, which are emblazoned on the knight's,

.
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breast and which occur three times, within quatrefoils,
in the grotto, and he only mentions those of the allied
families. But the omission is explained by the fact that
he has already quoted the epitaph " Orate pro anima
Katharinæ Denton." Two of the shields in the grotto
are cut side by side (quasi impaled) upon one stone, and
it may be inferred that all were similarly grouped upon
the four sides of the tomb. I venture to arrange the
quatrefoils in the grotto to fit the writer's vague description thus :A.—Denton conjoined with the fretty coat.
B.—Denton conjoined with the effaced coat on the side
wall.
C.—Skelton of Branthwaite conjoined with Copeland
(missing) .
D.—Copeland conjoined with Denton.
The sculptor left a vacant space for a quasi-impaled
coat on the right side of the fretty coat, but he may have
discovered that its position would not be correct, cut it
upon a separate stone and placed it on the left side.
These coats were no doubt originally blazoned in
colour, but, as all colouring has long disappeared, doubt
may arise, in one or two cases, as to what family they
should be assigned. For instance, the fretty coat may,
according to its tincture, represent Salkeld, Harrington,
Hudleston, Fleming or Boyvill (these Transactions,
N.S., vi, p. 226), and the bars and martlets may, according
to their tincture, represent Denton or Aglionby (ibid., p.
212), but the epitaph containing the name Katharine
Denton removes all doubt about the latter point.
The other shields in the grotto are early examples of
heraldic art and come from another source.
One bears the arms of Curwen.
The next has been so obliterated by the action of the
weather that it is impossible to form an opinion concerning it.
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The central one is the most interesting of all. The
martlets face to the right, which is unusual, but they
probably indicate Denton of Cardew and Ainstable. The
crest, a bird rising, is not usually assigned to that
family, but it was used by Denton of Warnell in 1616,
as appears on a monument in Sebergham church. It
is certainly not the " eagle displayed " of Aglionby.
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