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ART. IV.—Farlam and Cumwhitton. By T. H. B.
GRAHAM, M.A.
Read at Kendal, September 19th, 1918.

T

HESE two manors occupy foot-hills of the Eastern
Fells and form part of the barony of Gilsland.
Their scanty records, drawn for the most part from
ecclesiastical sources and arranged in chronological
sequence, help to elucidate the complicated history of
the barony.
FARLAM.
Walter de Windsor was mesne lord of Farlam, and gave
the church to Lanercost Priory (Prescott, Wetherhal, p.
231, note). The gift was confirmed by the Foundation
Charter of that house, to which Walter and his contemporary, Alexander de Windsor, were witnesses. It has
been assumed that Walter de Windsor was identical with
the baron of that name, who died soon after 1195 (Dugdale, Bar., i, 509), but there is a difficulty in making the
assumption (Wetherhal, p. 233, note), and it is safer to
suppose that Walter de Windsor of Farlam was a cadet
of the noble family. He also gave to Lanercost two
acres near Closegill in Farlam. His widow, Mabilla,
assigned her one-third share of the same land to the
priory, and her son, Walter de Windsor, confirmed his
father's gift (Wetherhal, p. 87, note). Members of a loca l
family, surnamed de Farlam, seem to have been subfeoffees of the de Windsors, because Solomon de Farlam,
about 122o, gave to the monks of Wetheral two acres ,
lying between the two sikes of Colleday Kelehe, in Farlam
(ibid., p. 230), and Iq. acres of his own demesne in Little
Farlam, in the presence of Walter` de Windsor (ibid.,
p. 232) . He is probably the same as Solomon, son of
.

.
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David, who gave Raven in Little Farlam to Lanercost
(Register of Lanercost, cited Wetherhal, p. 236, note).
Again, about 1220, Richard, son of Bernard de Farlam,
gave to Wetheral 5 acres in the field called " Ruthait "
at Little Farlam (W etherhal, p. 236) . The grantor's
father was possibly Bernard son of Ratmer, who gave
‚and in Little Farlam to Lanercost (ibid., p. 236, note).
John Denton's genealogy of the families of de Windsor
and de Farlam is fanciful and not supported by evidence.
The name, " Solomon, son of David," suggests a
Jewish origin. There was no place for a Jew in the
feudal s.ystem, until he had been received into the
Church.
The prior and convent of Lanercost appropriated the
church, for, in 1251, Silvester, bishop of Carlisle, with
the consent of the prior of Lanercost, allotted to the
vicar of Farlam all the profits of the living, except tithe
of corn, and all the glebe, except one acre, to be assigned
to the said prior, as the site of a grange (Reg. Lanercost,
quoted Nicolson and Burn, ii, 5ó7)
It was ordered, in 1295, that a moiety of the fee in
Farlam, which Adam de Farlam then held, should be
delivered as dower to Isabel, widow of Thomas de Multon
o f Gilsland (Cal. Close Rolls, 23 Ed. I, p. 417) . In 1305,
Christiana, wife of John de Farlam, aged 26, was one of
the heirs of Christiana, widow of Robert de Brus (Cal.
2nq. p.m., 33 Edw. I, p. 192). Dominus Simon de Walton,
vicar of Farlam, was dead in 1316, and Dominus William
de Ricardby, chaplain, was instituted in his place (Halton
Register, edit. Thompson, ii, 126). But it should be noted
that the parson (sic) of Farlam was taxed in 1319 (ibid.,
p. 192), while a clear distinction is made, at the same
date, between the church and vicarage (ibid., p. 184).
The term, " parson," is there used to signify the
appropriator, namely, the Priory of Lanercost. Farlam,
with the parish of that vill, was excused payment of the
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tenth and fifteenth in 1346 (Cal. Close Rolls, 20 Edw.
III, p. 3o) .
John de Farlam and Margaret his wife had the manor
of Farlam in 1347-8 (F.F. no. 259).* Thomas de Lucy,
warden of the march of Scotland, complained, in 1351,
that John de Farlam and others had followed him from
Brampton and " imprisoned " him at Triermain (Cal,
Pat. Rolls, 25 Edw. III, p. 202).
Thomas de Derby, vicar of Farlam, was dead in 1361,
and Thomas Roke was instituted. He resigned the
living in 1373, and was succeeded by Robert de Hayton,
chaplain.
In 1361-2, Richard de Ousby, rector of Ousby, bequeathed his " new vestment " to the church of Farlam
(Test. Karl., p. 40).
John Denton says that the last John de Farlam died
without issue and devised his mesne manor to Ranulf
de Dacre and Margaret his wife, lady of Gilsland, in fee
simple, and his statement is consistent with the fact
that, in 1428-9, John de Brackenthwaite held Farlam,
part of the barony of Gilsland, of Thomas de Dacre, by
service of half a knight's fee (Cal. Feudal Aids,'' vol. i,
P. 2 45)
In 1431-2, the manor of Farlam was at the disposal of
its chief lord, Thomas de Dacre, and Philippa his wife
(F.F. no. 363).
Humphrey Lord Dacre's manor of Farlam consisted,
in 1485, of 12 messuages, with adjacent land, a capital
messuage with 40 acres of demesne adjoining it, 12 acres
of meadow, 10o acres of pasture and 8 acres of wood,
all held of the manor of Irthington, service unknown,
and was of small value (Cal. inq. p.m., 1 Hen. VII, p. 67).
By letters patent, dated June 28th, 1552, Edward VI.
gave the rectory and advowson of Farlam, the patronage
* Cal. Feet of Fines, these Transactions,

N.S.,

vii, p. 215.
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of the vicarage, and all the glebe and tithes, lately belonging to the dissolved priory of Lanercost, to Sir
Thomas Dacre of Lanercost, in fee simple (Nicolson and
Burn, ii, 501). Thomas Carleton speaks, in 1579, of his
" servants at Farlam Hall," which seems to have been
the manorial mansion (Bain, Border Papers, ii, 455).
The survey of Gilsland, made in 1589, states that :The demesne lands belonging to the site or capital messuage
of the manor contain several parcels of land. There is, within
the said manor, one coal mine, for which Stephen Hodgson was
wont to pay the yearly rent of pio but now the same is decayed ;
and one common heath or moor ground, commonly called Farlam
Fell, wherein the tenants have common of pasture and the same
containeth by estimation about 200 acres (Hutchinson, i, 143)
,

Lord William Howard's Household Books mention
payment of a fine, in 1618, by William Bell of Farlam
Hall (p. 71) ; of rent, in 1622, for the demesne of Farlam
Hall, by widow Carleton (p. 154) ; and of rent, in 1634,
for Farlam Hall, by William Illarie (p. 277). In the
same year, Richard Bell, " the bankman," accounted
for the coal sold there (p. 282). The site of the old church,
dedicated to St. Thomas the Martyr,* is marked on the
ordnance map.

.

CUMWHITTON.
The following group of charters is instructive. Very
early in the thirteenth century, Adam, son of Robert de
Carlisle, with the assent of his wife Matilda, gave to • the
monks of Wetheral the half carucate called " Mirland
in Ormesby field, and pasture for 30o sheep (Wetherhal,
p. 293). Ormesby in Cumwhitton is now spelt Hornsby.
About 1214, Robert de Vallibus, the second of that name,
gave the monks a confirmation of their holdings within
his barony, including Mirland, and further gave them,
of his own bounty, a messuage in the mire, which Garin
* He died December 29th, 117o, after the date when the church is first
mentioned, so that was not the original dedication.
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de Mora held, and the place where Garin's boundary
bank (thoraillium) was situate, with free entrance and
.exit, and all the marsh which lay between the river Cairn
and the monks' land (ibid., p. 302). In 1223-9, Eudo de
-Carlisle, son of the original grantor, confirmed his father's
gift of Mirland, and added to it " all the land, which used
to belong to me, and concerning which I brought a writ
of novel disseisin against Warin (Garin) de Mora, who
held the said land " (ibid., p. 295).
In 1240-7, Henry, son of Warin " de Scalewra," quitclaimed to the monks his ten acres of Mirland, " which
belonged to the said half carucate " (ibid., p. 296), and,
at a date previous to 1271, assigned to Richard Maunsel
and his heirs " all the land which I have in the territory
of Ormesby, with the buildings in the marsh outside the
vill of Carlatton, namely land which I hold in alms of
the abbot and convent of St. Mary, York " : rendering
yearly twelve pence to the house of Wetheral. The
_assignment is witnessed by Radulph de Ormesby (ibid.,
p. 298) . Towards the close of the - century, Richard
Maunsel quitclaimed to Wetheral Priory Mirland, in
Ormesby field, in the vill of Cumquintyngton, " which I
formerly held of the Abbot and Convent of St. Mary,
York, and the house of Wetheral " (ibid., p. 299). In
1288, Patrick de Ousby was owner of a small piece of
land at " Cumquetinton in the barony of Gilsland," held
of Master Thomas le Sauvage, for service of one penny
a year (Cal. inq. p.m., 16 Edw. I, p. 434) . In 1295,
Thomas de Multon of Gilsland was chief lord of " Cumquitington, a member of the manor of Irthington," including the herbage of Kynheur (King Harry fell),
Northsceugh and the wood of Northsceugh. Henry de
Shiteby (perhaps not Skitby) held 4os. of land at Cumquitington, by service of one-tenth of a knight's fee,
and William son of Gunnild los, of land at the same
place, by service of one-twentieth of a knight's fee (ibid.,
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23 Edw. I, p. 184). In 1315-16, John de Kirkoswald
and Amicia his wife possessed some land in Cumquitynton
(F.F. no. 189). William de Monte Acuto and Elizabeth
his wife were seised, in 132o, of ten bovates of land at
" Ormesby in Gilsland," held of Sir Ranulf de Dacre,
by suit at his court of Irthington (Cal. inq. p.m., 13 Edw.
II, p. 140) . The vili of " Cumquytiton, in the ward of
Eskdale " was excused payment, in 1348, of the tenth
and fifteenth (Cal. Close Rolls, 22 Edw. III, p. 449)•
Thomas de Newton held the hamlet of Ormesby in 1362,
as tenant of Thomas de Lucy (ibid., 36 Edw. III, p. 361).
In 1398-9, William de Dacre, knight, was chief lord of
Cumquinton (sic) belonging to the manor of Irthington "
(Cal. Esch., 22 Rich. II, p. 229) ; and, in 1399-140o, Milo
de Stapleton had a quarter of the vili of Ormesby (ibid.,
1 Hen. IV, p. 262). That share continued to devolve
in the Stapleton family. William Scalewra, the younger, of
Scalewra Hill by Ormesby, son of William Scalewra the
elder, yeoman, was indicted, in 1441, before the coroner
at Brocklewath, Cumwhitton, for killing John Hewson,
Stodhird " of Cumrew, with a " pyketstaffe," but was
pardoned (Cal. Pat. Rolls, 19 Hen. VI, p. 545) . The
record supplies the etymology of the place-name Scarrow
Hi ll .
Humphrey de Dacre of Gilsland was chief lord in 1485
of the manor of " Cumwhitton, parcel of Irthington,"
including nine messuages called " Husbond landys " ;
land demised to tenants at will ; freehold lands at
Ormesby, held by the heirs of Brian Stapleton and
Gilbert Whelpdale ; and at Scalewra, by the heirs of
John Scalewra and Roland Vaux ; a fishery of lampreys
in Eden water by Cumwhitton ; and the escape of beasts
over the pasture called " Kynheury " (Cal. inq. p.m.,
z Hen. VII, p. 69).
There is no record to show how the Priory of Carlisle
acquired the advowson of Cumwhitton, except a bare
H
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statement, contained in Thomas Denton's MS. (Lysons,
p. 88), that the family of de Bavin held Cumwhitton in
King John's reign (perhaps by grant from the de Carlisles), and that a de Bavin, three generations later, gave
the advowson to that priory. The de Carlisles were
certainly tenants of Ormesby in Cumwhitton (see supra),
and Walter de Bavin, or Baynin, is mentioned in the
Register of Wetheral about 1200 (W etherhal, pp. 114. and
223), and in the Pipe Roll of 1213, but not in connection
with Cumwhitton. There was a " parson " of Comquitington in 1319 (Halton Reg. ii, 192), but there, again,
" parson" probably signifies the appropriator. The living
was certainly appropriated wholly to the Priory of Carlisle, because its successors, the Dean and Chapter,
continued to nominate a curate, and granted leases to
laymen of the rectory, glebe (except the curate's house),
tithes and profits, for the rent of ten shillings and 1 5
eskeps of havermeal, the lessee paying the curate his
stipend of £10 a year and discharging all dues. The
parishioners, by special custom, paid a certain quantity
of meal in lieu of tithe corn (Nicolson and Burn, ii, 494).
John Leland, appointed " King's antiquary " in 1 533,
mentions, in his Itinerary, that bones of unusual size
were discovered in a grave, not far from the " chapel of
the moor " in Cumwhitton parish, Gilsland. " Chapel
Cottage " occurs as a place-name near Cumwhitton.
The following description of the principal manor of
Cumwhitton occurs in 1589 :—
.

There is, within this manor of Cumwhitton, one wood called
Skeabank, which is of very good oaks. There are divers great
commons of waste and heath, namely, King Henry, Cumwhitton
moor, Northsceugh, Ormesby moor and others, containing by
estimation 2000 acres, wherein the tenants do common their
beasts and cattle. In the time of the late Lord William Dacres,
there was used to be kept by one Cuthbert Gray, of King Henry
fell-end, a flock of wethers, and their pasture was of a several
place of the wastes of moor called King Henry. The bounds of
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the same moor, where the flock should depasture, albeit the same
lay open and not enclosed, were very well known, and none of
the tenants who had common in the said moor might put their
cattle to common within the same, and now it remaineth unstored.
The bounder of this manor beginneth at the foot of Milbeck,
where it runneth into Eden, and so ascending up the Milbeck
to the foot of the Horsman beck, so up Horsman beck to the
three grey stones lying in a " sporre " rigg. From thence to
the head of Hudesyke to the three red rakes * of Rase, from thence
to the head of Karne, and so to the Croglin (water) to the foot
of the manor syke. So up the manor syke to the head of Northgyll, and so down Northgyll to the head of Northskewyke beck.
From thence down unto Eden at Patwath, and so down Eden
unto the place where the bounder began.
The forester's fee of the Forest of Geltsdale, 6s. gd. and 8 br.
of haver ; for bound days' work, 27 days at 4d. a day ; for the
custom called " multure corn," 33s. 4d. silver (Hutchinson, i, 176).

Lord William Howard seems to have had a lease of
the tithes from the Dean and Chapter, for his Household
Books mention a payment, in November, 1624, to " Sir "
Thomas Milburn, clerk, late curate of Cumwhitton, for
serving the cure there, since my lord's entrance to the
same (p. 219) ; in 1625, for bread and wine for communicants (p. 228) ; in 1628, for " mending " the church,
Is. 6d. (p. 247) ; in 1633, by the farmers of Cumwhitton
tithe (p. 279) ; in 1634, by Mr. John Wilson, clerk, for
the Easter Book of Cumwhitton (p. 279) ; in 1640-I, by
John Scarrow, for a year's rent of the " White Book "
and petty tithes of Cumwhitton (p. 362) ; and to Richard
Gibson, clerk, for serving the cure at Cumwhitton £6
(p. 363). There was a fulling mill at Cumwhitton, belonging to the lord of the manor (p. 8). One of our
members has kindly supplied the following memorandum,
relating to rights of common in Cumwhitton, and endorsed
upon a document, dated September, 1613 :—
* Rake means a steep narrow track, and hence a " sheep walk" (Wright).
Rent for rights of " thatch stack and winter rake " was paid by certain
ry fell (Nicolson and Burn, ii, 494).
tenants in respect of King Har
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Batween Milbeck and the south sike going down from the oaks
(marked with a cross on the side of the fell), unto Stainwath
beck ; and one shielding place at Brentscale, from the head of
the south sike, by the wain-way towards the south, to the cross
standing on the south, and from that cross, towards the east,
to the fell and land 5o feet in breadth by the south side of Ormsby
improvement or assart, unto the West Moor.

The memorandum is followed by an explanatory note

:-

Milbeck runneth directly west from Cumwhitton into Eden
and divideth the bounds betwixt Corby and Cumwhitton. There
is a cross called " Tomling cross " upon the south of Milbeck,
which cross standeth upon the moorside, near unto Scarrow Hill ;
and there is another cross, standing on Ormsby gaytt, lately
set up by Robert Burton, yet living in Ormsby, from which
cross Ormsby improvement lieth directly east, within these
bounds. It doth appear that the Dacres of Lanercost had an
heaf for a hamlett * of sheep, at a place called Winthawthill ;
and another heaf for a hamlett of sheep, betwixt Milbeck and
Corby.
Hutchinson gives (vol. i, p. 3...2), an eighteenth-century map,
showing all the enclosed land at Cumwhitton and Ormsby.

Cumwhitton must be carefully distinguished from
Cumwhinton on the opposite bank of the Eden. The
latter is uniformly spelt Cumquintin in the Register of
Wetheral. But Eudo de Carlisle had land, in I226-7;
at Cumquinton (F.F. no. 29), which is an equivocal
place-name, and the above-cited inquisitions show that
William de Monte Acuto and Milo de Stapleton held
lands at Cumwhitton and Cumwhinton. The context
usually determines to which of the two manors reference
is made.
* Jamieson gives the Scotch adjective ham ald, domestic, cites the expressions
haimhald cattle," meaning one's own cattle, " haimilt beast," meaning one
that has become accustomed to the pasture to which it is sent, and compares
the O.N. heimild, which signifies right or title. " Hamlett of sheep " seems
to be the right to departure sheep, an d that peculiar use of the word is eminently Norse. " Home " is the idea which underlies all its shades of meaning.
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