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ART. VII. —Sebergham. By T. H. B. GRAHAM, M.A.

Read at Carlisle, April 6th,

1922.

K

ING John gave a tenement at Sebergham to William
Wastehose,* to hold in fee simple. The tenement
comprised a hermitage and a chantry and was held by
service of finding a chaplain and a clerk, to celebrate in
the chantry for the souls of the king and his ancestors.
William Wastehose had a daughter and heiress, Emma,
wife of Rades de Duffield, but gave the tenement to
the prior of Carlisle and his successors in perpetual
alms (Placita de quo waranto, zo Edward I., p. 125) .
The gift was bad, because it was made without the
king's licence.
On March 8th, 1204-5, the sheriff was ordered to take
into the king's hand the lawn of Sebergham (landa de
Seburweh) , deliver it to Richard Gernon and remove the
crop sown in the previous year to Carlisle castle (Cal.
Close Rolls, 6 John, p. 21). He was further ordered, in
1223, to permit Rades de Duffield to hold the land which
he had of King John's gift by the same service as in that
king's reign (Ibid., 7 Henry III., p. 547). In the Pipe
Roll of the same year, Geoffrey de Sebergham begins to
pay the annual rent of half a mark for his land at Sebergham (these Transactions, N.S., x., p. 18).
It was found by inquisition, held in 1228, that Sebergham hermitage with its arable land and lawn belonged
to the crown, and the king committed custody of the
-

* The surname " Wastehouse " occurs in the Pipe Roll of 1202.
Record
t Rades and Ralf are shortened forms of Randulf (Martin,
Interpreter). Rades de Duffield held land at Snaith, Yorks., in right of his
wife, " Emma Westehus " (Cal. Chatter Rolls, 35 Henry III., p. 353).
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same to Rades de Duffield, during pleasure, on condition
that he caused the " chapel of the hermitage " to be
served by a suitable chaplain. The bailiffs of the forest
of Cumberland were directed to give him seisin of the
premises (Cal. Close Rolls, 12 Henry III., p. 70). Walter,
bishop of Carlisle, was ordered to restore to Rades any
profits which the former had received from the hermitage,
while it remained in the king's hand (Ibid.). The abbot
of Holmcultram had, with the king's licence, assarted
and cultivated a close at Sebergham called costera de
Warnell Wood and had, with similar licence, enclosed
another close called costera de Warnell. The abbot held
both those closes during the king's pleasure, at the rent
of half a mark yearly.
But, on December 26th, 1231, Henry III. gave to
John le Franceys (Francigena), parson of the church of
the blessed Kentigern of Caldbeck, ten acres, being part
of costera de Warnell Wood, and all costera de Warnell,
bounded as follows :—From the top of the abbot's hedge
enclosing his land of Caldbeck, as far as Whitewra
(Wytewa), thence to the gates (/ortae) and thence directly
eastward, as far as the high trees of Aikbank. Thence
descending to the Caldew and thence ascending, by the
waters of Caldew and Caldbeck, to the abbot's buildings,
to hold to the said John le Franceys and his successors,
rendering half a mark yearly (Cal. Pat. Rolls, 16 Henry
III., p. 45 6 ) .*
John thereupon gave to the abbey of Holmcultram half
costera de Warnell, to hold of the donor and his successors
for ever, at the yearly rent of 4od., and the king confirmed
the gift in 1232 (Dugdale, Mon., v., p. 605).
In 1233, the king committed, during pleasure, to Rades
de Duffield and Emma, his wife, Sebergham chapel, as
they held it in King John's time, until the war broke
* The words of the original gift appear more fully in an inspeximus of later
date (Cal Pat. Rolls, 39 Edward III., p. 108).
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out, so that divine service should be celebrated there as
in times past, saving to the prior of Carlisle his crops
and chattels there (Cal. Close Rolls, 17 Henry III., p. 25o).
It was ordered, in 1234, that Walter, bishop of Carlisle, should have such seisin of Sebergham hermitage as
he had when he was disseised by the king, together with
all chattels found therein, on the occasion of that disseisin (Cal. Close Rolls, 18 Henry III., p. 401) ; and that
John le Franceys, clerk, whose fence had been destroyed
by Peter de Rivali, when king's bailiff, should be allowed
to enclose costera de Warnell Wood and hold it in the
state in which it was after the fine made with the king
concerning that costera (Ibid., p. 494)
In 1236, a fine was levied at Westminster between
Rades de Duffield and Emma his wife, heiress of William
Wastehose, plaintiffs, and the prior of Carlisle, defendant.
By final concord, the plaintiffs acknowledged that the
lawn of Sebergham, in which their tenement lay, belonged
to the prior, and quitclaimed the same to him and his
successors for ever. The king approved of the concord,
on condition that the prior should find a chaplain and
clerk, to celebrate in the chapel as above mentioned
(Placita de quo waranto, 20 Ed. I., p. 125).
Henry III., in 1252, granted to the Priory of Carlisle
three acres of Sebergham lawn, which it had assarted,
and twelve acres, being a purpresture in Rughthwaite
lawn, of which it had taken possession, to hold at an
annual rent ; with liberty to retain 14 messuages, which
it had erected at Sebergham to the damage of the forest ;
and right of forest pasture pertaining to Sebergham, for
its men dwelling there (Cal. Charter Rolls, 36 Henry III.,
p. 39 0 ).
Geoffrey de Sebergham, in 1253-4, contributed 2s. to
an aid (these Transactions, N.S., x., p. 18), and the same
Geoffrey, or another of that name, was juror at a forest
inquisition held in December, 1271 (Ibid., N.S., vi., p. 164).
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On November 3rd, 1285, Pleas of the forest were opened,
to enquire concerning all events which had happened
since the previous eyre held in 1262. Geoffrey de
Sebergham and Henry, his brother, alleged that the
prior of Carlisle had entered the king's close called
" Langholm," containing 43 acres ; built 7 new houses ;
slaughtered nine of Henry's swine, worth 18s. ; turned
the king's " free chapel " at Sebergham into a " mother
church," worth 20 marks a year ; suppressed the chantry
of one chaplain for the king and his ancestors ; an d.
built a village, where there was one house only ; an d.
the plaintiffs had suffered damage in consequence (these
Transactions, N.S., x., p. 16).
It appears, from the pleadings, that the prior had
tithes of the forest at Sebergham. The same Pleas
mention incidents which had happened at Warnell,
Sebergham Bridge and Caldbeck Park (Ibid., N.S., vii.,
p. zo). Account is rendered, in 1286, of the farm of
Sebergham mill, lately belonging to the King of Scotland
(Hist. Doc. Scot., edit. Stevenson, i., p. 3). Henry de
Sebergham paid 2od., in 1286-7, to have a small purpresture and also a rood of land above Sebergham
Bridge, but he was not to erect any building (these
Transactions, N.S., x., p. 18). He was a juror in 1290
(Ibid., N.S., vi., p. 156).
In 1292, Edward I. sought to recover from the prior
of Carlisle the advowson of Sebergham church (ecclesia)
because Henry II. was seised thereof in fee and presented
John, his clerk, who was instituted thereto.* The jury
found that the prior had the greater right to the advowson
(Placita de quo waranto, 20 Edward I., p. 118). He also
sought to recover from the same defendant a messuage
and 6o acres at Sebergham, of which King John was
seised in fee. The prior, in defence, pleaded that he
.

.

* That allegation, if true, indicates the period at which the hermitage and
chantry were founded.
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acquired that tenement from Rades and Emma, by means
of the fine levied in 1236. The jury returned the following verdict :—The prior had the greater right to the
tenement. The prior did not " do chantry." At the
date of the fine, the tenement was waste and contained
the hermitage, where chantry was done, but, as soon as
the fine was levied, the chantry came to an end. The
prior's predecessors appropriated the waste, built dwelling
houses and erected a new chapel, which the p ri or, after
a lapse of three years, held to his own use, as a parish
church. When the prior began to receive the profits of
the premises, he provided (invenit) a chaplain to serve
the parish, but not another chaplain and clerk to celebrate for the king's soul. The chantry was worth 6
marks a year (Ibid., p. 125) . At Michaelmas, 1293, the
prior offered to provide a chantry in the church which
had taken the place of the chapel, and was allowed to
do so, on certain conditions (Ibid.).
On January 17th, 1297-8, there was an order to take
into the king's hand the land of Geoffrey, son of Geoffrey
de Sebergham, deceased (Cal. Fine Rolls, 26 Edward I.,
p. 395) . He died seised of a house and garden at Sebergham and 3o acres of ancient purpresture, all held in chief.
His three sons by a previous marriage had gone to parts
beyond the sea and disappeared. His son by a second
wife, Geoffrey, aged 17, was "found in the inheritance "
(Cal. inq. fi. m., 26 Edward I., p. 341). Dower of the
premises was assigned to Mariota, widow of the deceased
(Cal. Close Rolls, 26 Edward I., p. 167) . There was an
order, in 1301, to elect a new coroner in place of Henry
de Sebergham, who was insufficiently qualified (Ibid.,
3o Edward I., p. 507). The order was repeated in 1307
(Ibid., 35 Edward I., p. 497).
In July, 1330, Edward III,Ygranted to John de Halteclo
a " plot of waste " at Warnell, between Caldbeck park
and Ruddestangill near the Caldew, containing 6o acres
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by the forest perch, to hold to him and his heirs in caj5ite
at the rent of 6os. a year ; with liberty to assart an d
cultivate the same and enclose it with a small dyke and
low hedge, according to forest assize (Cal. Fine Rolls,
4 Edward III., p. 183). Towards the close of the same
year, Master Adam de Appleby, parson of Caldbeck,
complained that he had been deprived of his 10 acres in,
costeya de Warnell Wood, then deemed parcel of Caldbeck
Park. The keeper of the forests reported that the
" abbot's close " and the " parson's close " comprised
in that costera and held at annual rents had been taken
into the king's hand for the following reasons :—The
abbot and parson cultivated more than a due proportion
of their respective closes, claimed brushwood growing on
the residue and opened the soil to get mill-stones. The
parson erected a building, which was technically within
the " covert of the forest," and in it were discovered
bows, arrows and a dog, contrary to forest assize. The
king committed custody of Caldbeck Park to the prior
of Carlisle and ordered the keeper of the forests to
allow the parson to occupy his close, in accordance with
the tenor of his charter (Cal. Close Rolls, 4 Edward III.,.
p. 91).
On May 2oth, 1331, John de Halteclo had li cence to
grant to the abbot of Holmcultram 20 acres (being onethird of his plot of waste at Warnell) to hold of the king
at the yearly rent of 20s. ; with the same liberties as
John had, notwithstanding the Statute of Mortmain.
(Cal. Fine Rolls, 5 Edward III., p. 259). He did not
make any formal conveyance to the abbot, for he died
in November, 1331, seised of the plot of waste containing
6o acres ; and Gilbert, his brother, was heir (Cal. inq.
5. m., 6 Edward III., p. 301). ` Dower of the premises
was assigned to his widow, Cicely (Cal. Close Rolls, 7
Edward III., p. 64) .
Ralph le Parker was pardoned, in January, 1332-3,
.

.
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for having, without licence, acquired in fee from Robert
de Sebergham Bridge 3 messuages and two acres at that
place (Cal. Pat. Rolls, 7 Edward III., p. 400). Margaret
de Dacre paid a fine in 1358, because she and her husband
Ralph, since deceased, had, without licence, acquired the
said plot of waste at Warnell from Gilbert de Halteclo
and Cicely, widow of John, and was allowed to retain it
(Ibid., 32 Edward III., p. 13o) . She died in 1361, having
made a settlement of two-thirds of the plot (Cal. Close
Rolls, 36 Edward III., p. 323) . The abbot of Holmcultram took possession of the remaining one-third.
Elena, wife of John del Monkhouse of Sebergham, died
in 1362, • desired burial in the cemetery of the " chapel
of Sebergham " and bequeathed a legacy to dominus
Nicholas, parochial chaplain of " the said church (ecclesia)
of Sebergham " (Test. Karl., edit. Fergusoii, p. 52).
Another testator, in the same year, gave his body to be
buried in the cemetery of the chapel of Sebergham and
gave half a mark to Sebergham Bridge (Ibid., p. 51).
John de Sebergham was tenant in chief of land at
Sebergham and Langholm in 1273-4 (Cal. esch., 48 Edward
III., p. 335).
The abbot of Holmcultram was accused, in 1 374,
of having made an encroachment upon the king of onethird part of the said plot of waste at Warnell, but he
relied upon the licence given, on May 2oth, 1331, to
John de Halteclo, and the king " thought fit to remove
his hand " (Cal. Close Rolls, 48 Edward III., p. 6).
A writ of nisi Arius, issued in 1376, directed inquisition
to be taken between the king and Henry de Sebergham
concerning two messuages, 4o acres arable and 5 acres
meadow, at Sebergham, lately belonging to John de
Sebergham (Ibid., 5o Edward III., p. 316).
The above records show how the vill and parish
gradually emerged, during the middle ages, from the
waste of the royal forest of Inglewood.
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