I17

ART.

VIII. Jonathan Boucher. By THE REV. C. M.

LOWTHER BOUCH, M.A.

Communicated at Kendal, September 11th, 1924.

should have been in the
earlier,
T HISbutpaper
at the last moment Jonathan Boucher's autoTransactions

biography, hitherto only printed in fragments, was traced.
Therefore it was decided to hold the paper over till this
could be seen. It is now in print and published by the
Houghton Mifflin Coy., Boston and New York, under the
title " Reminiscences of an American Loyalist." But as
only 15o copies are for sale in England at the price of
I Ios. each, no hesitation has been felt in making, with
the permission of Mr. Bouchier, very considerable use
of these. The following are the chief printed authorities
referring to the subject.
I. The autobiography.
2. Letters of Radcliffe and James, 1755-1783 (Oxford
}list. Soc. 1887) .
3. Frederick Locker Lampson, by A. Birrell.
4. D.N.B.
5. Letters of Jonathan Boucher and George Washington, W. C. Ford (Brooklyn N.Y. Historical Printing Club,
18 99).
6. Life by Thomas Sanderson in Life and Remains,
1829.
The usual MSS. authorities, wills, parish registers, etc.,
have of course been utilized and extracts are printed at
the end of the article.
None of the above authorities except Sanderson has
furnished an account covering the whole life. Such an
account, written for Cumberland readers, is here attempted,
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so far as space permits. Endeavour has been made in this
paper to dwell chiefly on the local side of the life and to
convey such information, names, prices, as may be of value
to the historical student. In those parts where the scheme of
the autobiography has been followed the authority has not
been given, otherwise it is quoted. The author is indebted
to the authorities at Tullie House for the loan of books and
permission to copy the engravings also to Mr. Bouchier and
Mr. Birrell for pedigrees and other information.
Jonathan Boucher was born on the Ist March, 1737/8
at Blencogo in the Parish of Bromfield. He was baptized
on the 8th March and was entered in the register as the
son of James Bouch of Blencogo.
The following is his account of the origin of his family :My family have been settled in a village called Blencogo in the
Parish of Bromfield and County of Cumberland, time out of mind.
My father used to mention a tradition he had received from his
Grandfather that they came from Normandy with the Conqueror,
and had lands granted them in the North. I have seen old
writings respecting the Estate, in which the name was spelled
Bourchier. My great grandfather appears to have spelled it
Bouchier, my grandfather Boucher and my father Bouchr and
sometimes Bouch. This he supposed had happened from his
having been deprived of his father when very young, and being
carried into Ireland; on his return from which country, the people
of the county confounded his name with that of another still
more numerous in the county. My father used to relate many
exploits of his ancestors in the Border Wars, in which two of them
had for their services large demesnes in the Debateable lands.
In the Civil wars the head of them (seduced probably by the Sir
John Bouchier, whose name appears to the warrant for the
execution of the King and who called my ancestor " his dear
cousin ") took the side of the Parliament, and lost as he deserved
to do, a large part of his estate by it. After this they never seem
to have risen beyond that class of yeomanry, who in the north
used to be emphatically called " Statesmen," that is, they were
a sort of gentleman farmers, who cultivated and lived on their
own estates.
Now the difficulty of this account is that no evidence.
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can be found in support of these statements. The name
Boucher occasionally appears in the Bromfield registers
and in wills, but so very rarely as to suggest a variant in
spelling rather than a definite family. As is well known,
the Conqueror never conquered Cumberland and the
great Bourchier family came from Essex and not the
North. It is true that Sir John Bourchier came from
Beningborough, Yorkshire, but there is no evidence in the
visitation pedigrees to suggest that any of them ever had
anything to do with Cumberland. It is almost inconceivable that even a younger branch of a family so well
known should have been in the County for some generations
and not be mentioned, either by pedigree or in marriage
with another family, in the visitations of 1615 and 1665, or
in the list of local gentry in 1 434 ; * that a family possessing
two active chieftains in the Border wars should not appear
in Bain's Calendar of Border Papers, and that a family
deprived of their estates after 166o should not be mentioned in the Calendar of State Papers at that time; yet
such is the case. The name does not occur in the
Transactions of this Society, or in any other local records
that have been searched. If the family was in Cumberland and in the Debateable lands it should be found for
instance among the signatures in one of the Border
parishes to the Protestation in favour of the Protestant
Religion in 1641, but it does not appear there.t
On the other hand, Mr. Boucher and his brother and
sisters are entered in the Bromfield registers as the
children of James Bouch, whose first wife is buried as
Bauch, so is his grandfather, whose children are baptized
under that name. Among the signatures to the agreement
about Bromfield School in 174o is James Bouch4 This
* Jefferson, History of Leath Ward, P. 495.
f This document is at the House of Lords. As far as can be judged all
Protestants over 18 signed it.
I In a deed dated Oct. 4th, 1740, in possession of Miss Booker, Langrigg Hall
Bromfield, concerning the rebuilding of the school previously held in a building
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name is a reasonably common one in the parish and
district, first occurring at Bromfield in 1231/2 when Alan
Buche held land at Crokydayk.* This Alan is probably
the same as the Alan Buche appearing in the Wetheral
Registers and other contemporary documents and who is
designated knight and forestarius. Buche, Bouche and
Bouch are undoubtedly the same name. j There is no
reason to doubt that the Bouchs in Bromfield in the
seventeenth century were the same stock, though owing to
lack of records a pedigree cannot be made out. When
the wills begin in the middle of the sixteenth century the
name is so frequent as to prove a settlemçnt of some
generations. Assuming Mr. Boucher to have been in
error this may have been caused by his not recognising
the name Bouch, in the flowing Elizabethan form of
Bouche.
Mr. Boucher tells us that the estate mentioned above
was in his grandfather's time worth about £6o a year.
This was almost doubled by his marriage to one of the
three co-heiresses of Dryholm in Holm Cultram. So far
as can be discovered these would be daughters of Robert
Barwise4 Mr. Thomlinson, the lord of the manor of
Blencogo, married another and a Glaistor of Abbey Holm
the third. His grandfather John Bouch died in 1702 at
the age of 25, leaving three children, James, Jonathan,
and Catherine. The widow soon married againLamplugh, a native of Dovenby, a cabinet maker in
Dublin, where the family settled. Catherine married
Luke Stock, a hosier, one of whose sons became bishop of
Killala. Jonathan, after being in business, was made a
-

situated in the South-East corner of the churchyard, which had fallen into a
ruinous state.
* Pipe Rolls of Cumberland and Westmorland, ed. Parker, p. 37.
t Adam Bouche of Ulvesby. Cal. I.P.M. Vol.3 P. 494, 1300.
Adam Buche of Ulvesby. Close Rolls, 1304.
Patrick Bouch of Ulvesby. Patent Rolls, 1327.
$ No certain record can be found in the Abbey Registers.
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verger of St. Patrick's by Dean Swift. This is what the
autobiography states; but it would appear doubtful, as the
present dean of St. Patrick's has kindly searched the
Chapter acts for the period and can find no record of any
such appointment. He says after giving the names of
the officers of the time, " thus it is at least unlikely that
Swift appointed a verger or sexton named Bouch or
Boucher." He was married and had a family, of whom
nothing is known. James, Mr. Boucher's father, was put
out apprentice to a shoemaker and married young a
widow of good fortune, in Kilkenny, by name Eleanor
Walker. He carried on a large business in Dublin
employing thirty men, but this did not prosper, and he
was forced to return with his wife and two daughters to
Blencogo where he took to drinking and mortgaging
the family property. His wife did not long survive the
decline in his fortunes and died in December 1731. Of
the issue of this marriage, Sarah married a man named
Young and lived in Sligo, and Catherine, born in 1727,
was brought up by her relations the Thomlinsons,
who often lived at Blencogo Hall, Mr. Thomlinson was
rector of Glenfield in Leicestershire. Subsequently she
ran away with the family coachman, Will Wooldrege, and
died young. Meanwhile James had married, as his second
wife, Anne daughter of Thomas and Jane Barnes of
Little Bampton. Her father died young, having three
children; of these Barbara was married to John Waite, a
weaver of Aikton; Thomas was poor and died leaving
nineteen children; the third, Anne, was Mr. Boucher's
mother.
The autobiography says that this was not an equal and
therefore not a very happy marriage, Anne having been a
house-keeper in the Thomlinsons' house. But she did
her best to restrain her husband, who had by this time
mortgaged most of the estate. He therefore set up as an
ale-house keeper and also acted as village schoolmaster, but
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during 19 years the profits did not amount to more than 10
per annum. With this and about 5 from the estate, they
kept themselves and brought up four children, two of them
to be in orders in the Church of England. Mr. Boucher
last saw them in 1762. James was born January 1st, .
1694/5 and died at Blencogo 24th December, 1768.
Anne died there 28th November 1765. There is a gravestone to their memory by the north wall of Bromfield
Church with a long Latin inscription, now indecipherable.
They had four children:
(1) John, born at Blencogo 19th Sept., 1734, and
baptized the same day. He was educated first at
Bromfield School, then with the Rev. Mr. Wilson at
Aikton and afterwards with another Mr. Wilson at
Allonby, both natives of Blencogo. He was schoolmaster
first at Aspatria, then at St. Rouks in the Abbey Holme
and afterwards at Westward, then just before ordination
at Wythop, till he was of age to enter orders. He
was ordained by the bishop of Chester, deacon on 27th
September, 176o, priest on 6th September, 1761* and was
in charge of the chapels at Wythop and Setmurthy.
Afterwards he was curate of Wickham near Newcastleupon-Tyne to Dr. Williamson. Here he married Alice
Dawson of Manchester, but he barely outlived the
honeymoon and died on the loth June 1765. By her he
had a posthumous daughter, but neither wife nor
daughter long survived. He was buried in Wickham
church.
(2) Mary, baptized 12th May, 1736; married Isaac
Tordiff of Blencogo on 23rd Oct., 1768. She died 18th
April, 1823. See pedigree for issue.
(3) Jonathan, born 1st March, 1737/8, baptized 8th
March.
(4) Jane, born 2nd February, 1741/2, baptized 13th
* Act book of Bishops of Chester for those years.
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February. She was with her brother in America and died
unmarried on 13th April, 1 794.
The autobiography says " It always has been and still
is much the fashion of the people where I was born to bring
up their children to be what they call Scholars. My
Parents had this ambition also." So it happened that by
the age of six, when he first went to school and began
Latin, he had been taught by his father to read and spell
" almost as well as I can now." This first school was at
Bromfield, where there was a little free school worth to the
master about sixteen pounds a year. The name of the
masters mentioned are Lowther, Thompson and Chambers ;
of the first he speaks highly. At the age of seven it is
recorded that he was taken into Carlisle to see the
execution of the Jacobites there. (Introduction to
autobiography p. viii). But Mr. Boucher's parents were
so poor that he could not be spared from labour, and during
the whole of the hay-time and harvest he worked without
intermission ; indeed he says that at the age of twelve he
had learned in some manner to earn his own bread.
During all his life, he estimated that he did not cost his
parents more than rio. During these years he was
fortunate in the friendship of the Thomlinsons, at whose
house, Blencogo Hall, he was a frequent visitor. Mrs.
Thomlinson assisted him with gifts of clothes and money,
with which he bought books, for he had determined not to
remain in Blencogo all his life. In 1753 he went to school
at Wigton, under Mr. Joseph Blaine.* He walked there
and back every day. Soon he began to have offers of
schoolmasterships, first at Crookdake, where he was to go
from house to house for his food and have 8 a year, then
at Raughtonhead where there was a school worth 12
yearly. At length in August 1754 he commenced work
with a subscription of thirty-two boys at ten shillings each

.

* Of whom Sanderson gives a good and amusing account. Mr. Stoddart was
his usher.

tcwaas_002_1927_vol27_0010

.

124^JONATHAN BOUCHER.

per annum. This appears to have been at Wigton, where
he lodged at Walter Stephenson's, a farmer-maltster at
Low Houses, and in addition to his ordinary work set up
an evening school, where persons of both sexes were
taught writing and arithmetic. He appears to have been
too fond of cheerful evenings with the Matthewes of
Wigton Hall and Mr. David Lightfoot, for his landlord
at Lowhouses, and accordingly went to live with a widow
woman at Wigton, Betty Hastings, for five pounds a year.
Throughout these years he seems to have had a series of
love affairs, beginning at the age of 13, with a Kitty
Harrison, whose father had been master of the free school
at Wigton. She eventually married a man named
Dalton. He also mentions Biddy, daughter of Mr. Lancelot
Jefferson, a grocer at Wigton; nothing came of this, and
she soon married Mr. John Wilkinson, junior, a clockmaker.
Towards the close of 1755 he went to Workington to
learn mathematics under the Rev. Mr. Ritson with whom
he boarded. He paid for board and education at the rate
of a guinea a month. Here he went through the practical
branches of navigation and land surveying. He speaks
of Mr. Ritson as a character, even in a part of the world
that is fruitful in characters. Bred a shoemaker, he
worked at his trade for many years after marriage in
a low way in a low village. But having a strong turn
for mathematical investigation, he taught himself and
having done so proceeded to teach others. At the age
of forty, Mr. Stanley of Workington gave him a title
and he took orders and soon after was appointed
schoolmaster at Workington and minister of a chapel at
Clifton, worth 4O a year, with another Rio from private
pupils. On this he brought up a family and saved x000.
Mr. Boucher says that he does not remember ever having
dined at his house when there was not potatoes mashed
and salmon or when there was anything else.
.
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After about a year at Workington, Mr. Boucher received
orders from his father to offer himself for the ushership of
the school at St. Bees, of which the well-known Mr. John
James* was then headmaster. He obtained this position
and began there after the Easter holidays in 1756 at a
salary of £so a year, entrances and cockpennies amounting
to as much more. The second year he got nearly £30.
When Mr. James went there in 1755, the school numbered
less than thirty boys ; in 1 759, the numbers were nearly
eighty, which was subsequently increased to 13o and
upwards. At the time of writing the autobiography
(1786) he says the number had dropped to sixty. He
speaks in the very highest terms of Mr. James, whose
friendship he retained thoughout his life; indeed he
acknowledges that he learnt more from him than he had
ever done before, not only in scholarship but in habits of
virtue and in principles of acting and thinking.
In 1759, Mr. James heard that Mr. Younger, a merchant
of Whitehaven, wanted a young man to go out as tutor to
a gentleman's sons in Virginia and agreed to recommend
Mr. Boucher, who borrowed £3o from a widow named
Messenger at Dundraw for his expenses. He says that his
parting from his parents was most affectionate. " We
had prayers and I rose up from my knees, mounted my
horse and set off without speaking or being spoken to."
He set sail from Whitehaven in April 1759, in the Rose,
captain Rothery, in company with the Curwen and the
Richmond, and on the 12th July he landed at Urbanna at
the mouth of the Rappahannock river and soon arrived at
his destination, Captain Dixon's at Port Royal, where he
remained for two years. During this time, in addition to
schoolmastering, he engaged a good deal in trade, but the
failure of Mr. Younger in 1761 knocked these hopes on the
head.
*See these Transactions
pp. 6-i4, passim.

N.S.

xiii, p. 293, and Letters of Radcliffe and James,
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He tells us that his thoughts had long been withdrawn
from the Church, but at this time a train of circumstances
led him back to his original intention. For his friend
Mr. Giberne, rector of Hanover in King George's County,
resigned his living, and suggested to Mr. Boucher that he
should succeed him. So in obedience, Mr. Birrell says,*
to his parents' cry " Jonathan come home and be a priest,"
he decided to accept the offer. As there was no bishop in
America at the time, this necessitated a j ourney to England.
He landed at Whitehaven, having been given a free trip
by Captain Stanley of the Christian, in the middle of
January, 1762, and went from Whitehaven to London,
Bishop Osbaldistonì having just come to that See, and
was ordained deacon and priest in one day. For the
purpose he bought a horse from Mr. Pierce of St. Bees for
six guineas. After bidding farewell to his parents for the
last time, he sailed for America and landed at Urbanna
again on the 12th July. Shortly after, he was offered the
living of St. Mary's, in South Carolina, which, as he
considered it more suitable for his school work, he accepted
and stayed there seven years. At this time he had thirty
boys with him, among them a son-in-law of George
Washington, of the name of Custis. This family subsequently appears in a local pedigree, since Thomas Law, son
of Edmund Law, Bishop of Carlisle, 1768-1787, married
in 1796 Eliza Park Custis, grand-daughter of Washington.+
Mr. Boucher was thus brought into close touch with this
celebrated man.
It will be of interest to quote what he says of him in his
autobiography :I did know Washington well ; and although occasions may call
forth traits of character that never would have been discovered in
the more sequestered scenes of life, I cannot conceive how he
* Frederick Locker Lampson, p.

22.

t Bishop of Carlisle, 1747-62; of London, 1762-64.
t These Transactions N.S. xix, p. 155.
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could, otherwise than through the interested representations of
party, have ever been spoken of as a great man. He was shy,
silent, stern, slow and cautious, but he had no quickness of parts,
extraordinary penetration, nor an elevated style of thinking. In
his moral character he was regular, temperate, strictly just and
honest, and as I always thought, religious; but he seemed to have
nothing generous or affectionate about him. He lived at Mount
Vernon very much like a gentleman, where the most distinguished
part of his character was that he was an admirable farmer.

It would be unfair to the writer to think that this
estimate was the result of any personal feeling against
Washington; the preface to the book on the Revolution
shows conclusively that this was not so.
One of his friends in Maryland was the Rev. Henry
Addison, descended from a local family to which the
celebrated Addison of literary fame belonged. He had
been educated with his two brothers under a Mr. Wilkinson,
an excellent scholar, whom Lord Lonsdale had engaged to
teach his nephews at Lowther. On 2nd June, 1772, Mr.
Boucher married his daughter Eleanor. But before this,
in 1770, he had been appointed rector of St. Anne's in
Annapolis, leaving it within two years for Queen Anne's
parish in Prince George's County, on the offer of the
Governor, Sir Robert Eden. While still at Annapolis, he
was able to assist a fellow Cumbrian, the Rev. Mr. Tickell
a native of Wigton on his deathbed and by subsequently
sending his savings, X300 to his poor relatives there. It
was about this time, that the honorary degree of Master of
Arts was conferred on Mr. Boucher by the Governors of
King's College in New York. It is not proposed to go into
the details of his attitude towards the revolt of the
Colonists, generally called the American Revolution, as
this is fully set out in the autobiography. On the loth
September he left his house, on the 20th sailed down the
Chesapeake and landed at Dover on the 28th October,
1 775.
On his arrival in England, he went to London and took
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lodgings in Queen's Square, Westminster and obtained
introductions to Lord Dartmouth* and the bishop of
London,t from whom he hoped to obtain assistance, but
nothing happened. During this period he wrote much for
the newspapers, chiefly in the Public Advertiser; twice he
obtained gratuities of Loo from the Treasury for these
articles and soon after was given, in common with loyalists
in general, a pension of
a year. He subsequently
obtained, in 1788-9, two capital sums of 9oo and 185o
with a fixed pension of LI2o a year. In 1776 the curacy of
Paddington fell vacant by the resignation of Dr. Myles
Cooper and he was given the position at 6o a year, subsequently raised to Lioo, and was also chaplain to the
Honourable Mrs. Trevor in Curzon St., for which he got
'4o a year for reading prayers on Sunday, in addition
to his own two services. But this was not sufficient for
his needs, so he resolved to take a house in Paddington,
the Hermitage, at Loo a year and to receive a select
number of young gentlemen to educate.
One of his earliest pupils was a son of Sir Robert Eden,
late Governor of Maryland, another was the Earl of
Galloway's§ eldest son, Lord Gairlies. Naturally this was
enough to ensure that in future his house was full of
young gentlemen. In 1779, on the recommendation of the
archbishop of Canterbury, l l he was appointed assistant
secretary to the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel
with a salary of ioo a year, afterwards reduced to Oo.
In the same year he had the good fortune to become
acquainted with a Miss Barton, daughter of Mr. John
Barton, a silk mercer in Ludgate Hill, through assisting
* William Legge (1731-1801) 2nd Earl; Colonial Secretary 1772-5.
t Robert Terrick (1764-1777).
Sir Robert Eden, Governor of Maryland, 1776, made a baronet 1776, ob.
1784.
§ The pupil must have been George, afterwards the 8th Earl and Admiral
of the Blue (1768-1834)
11 The Honourable Frederick Cornwallis, 1768-1783.
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her to care for an old family servant who lived in his
parish; indeed, so deep was Miss Barton's interest in the
matter that she took a house in Paddington Green to be
near her. But Miss Barton's health becoming bad, she
determined to take a trip to Bristol Wells, with Mr.
Boucher as companion, having just made a will entirely
in his favour. Receiving no benefit from the Wells, she
returned home and soon departed this life, leaving him Soo
a year. He did not foresee that her relatives might be a
trifle annoyed; indeed it cost him .loo or £800 to reason
with this annoyance. He expresses his thanks to Almighty
God, from whom cometh every good and perfect gift, in
suitable language. This account is a summary of the
autobiography. The lady in question, Miss Mary Barton,
actually made her will dated 17th December, 1781,
leaving everything to Mr. Boucher, except for some small
bequests and an annuity with her house on Paddington
Green and furniture therein to her maid and appointing
him executor. Miss Barton died on 31st March, 1782, and
her will was proved 31st July, 1783, by Mr. Boucher.
Between these dates there appears to have been considerable litigation in the Prerogative Court of Canterbury
between Mr. Barnard, Miss Barton's nephew, and Mr.
Boucher.* But the records of this court at Somerset
House are unindexed and difficult of access, so it has
not been possible to follow out the course of the proceedings. The fact that Mr. Boucher proved the will shows
that he was successful in the litigation.
The little seminary of learning continued to prosper
with the numbers pretty constant between 12 and 16, two
ushers being employed. Mr. John James, second son
of Mr. Boucher's old friend of St. Bees, now rector of
Arthuret, having finished his time at Queen's College,
Oxford, Mr. Boucher determined to take him into partner* Assignation Book for the Prerogative Court, 1783, pp. 16, 33, 81 and

passim.

K
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ship. He accordingly rented the house adjoining the
Hermitage, put it into the necessary repair at a cost
of 600, and withdrew into it, leaving the old one for his
assistant, who was engaged to a young lady of Carlisle of
the name of Hodgson. All this necessitated a visit to
Dr. James at Arthuret which took place in the autumn of
1783. In addition to these business claims he felt a strong
desire to see his earliest friends and the place of his
nativity. For this purpose he bought a phaeton, a pair of
horses and a saddle horse for his manservant. He
travelled by way of Lichfield, and Sir Thomas Broughton's*
seat in Staffordshire, Sir Thomas' son being one of his
pupils, to Sandbach in Cheshire, where he had an
estate shortly to be sold. This occupied a fortnight.
Arriving in Carlisle, he went straight on to Arthuret.
While in the neighbourhood he visited the bishop of
Carlisle, Edmund Law, at Rose Castle, and his son, the
Bishop of Killala, who had married his relation the widow
Thomlinson.t He then went on to Wigton and Blencogo,
where he found his sister Tordiff sadly battered by age and
disease. It was two and twenty years since he had seen
the spot and thirty since he had lived there. Naturally
this produced certain reflections. It must be confessed
that these were not exactly complimentary to Blencogo
and its neighbourhood, though to visit his parents' house
and the fields he had played and laboured in, gave a
certain pleasure. But throughout the impression is given
that he expected Cumberland to be more like the cultivated
South than it was, and had forgotten that he had recently
been living in a style very different t0 that in which he had
been brought up forty years before. He comments on
* Sir Thomas Broughton of Broughton, 6th Baronet, succeeded 1766.
t The Bishop of Killala was John Law, archdeacon of Carlisle, 1 777, bishop
of Clonfert 1782, of Killala 1787, and of Elphin 1795. The widow Thomlinson
was Anne, daughter of the Rev. W. Plaskett, vicar of Santon, Yorkshire, and
Brampton, Cumberland, and relict of John Thomlinson of Carlisle and Blencogo
Hall. Letters of Radcliffe and James, p. 186, D.N.B. and these Transactions
xviii. p. 172.
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the small cottage in which his parents had lived, and says
that every field and every house he went into appeared
small. He mentions in particular Johnson's tavern at
Wigton which he had pictured as a large and respectable
house, whereas when he went into it he could scarce find
room to swing a cat. At Carlisle, the King's Arms, where
he had formerly been, had quite disappeared and almost
been forgotten. But if he was disappointed with the
place he was still more so with the people, whom he refers
to as always being narrow-minded and as coming rather
to gaze upon than rejoice with the returned prodigal.
Elsewhere he says that he had nowhere seen so thoroughly
obscure and unpolished a village as Blencogo. Indeed it
is possible that to a certain extent wounded vanity
entered in; he expected everyone to come and welcome the
returned hero with open arms, but unfortunately 20 to 30
years is a long time, and perhaps most of them had forgotten him. But even, if he was disappointed with the
size of Blencogo and the welcome of the inhabitants, he
could not keep away from Cumberland. From this date
he is constantly going North and even forming plans to
settle down as a farmer, which actually took the form of
buying back all the family estate, and indeed of adding
considerably to it. His father's constant prayer had ever
been that his sons might recover the family property.
He stayed three or four days at Blencogo one of which was
a Sunday and preached in Bromfield Church. He then
returned to Arthuret and after a day at Ullswater, the
only fair day during the fortnight, commenced his journey
South.
Meanwhile his wife had been in failing health; it had
been hoped that this journey might be beneficial to her,,
but this was not the case and on March 1st, 1784, she died.
He mentions that he kept the Lenten fast that year with
unusual strictness. Soon after this his assistant John
James married, and on his return to Paddington he
.
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handed over the school to him, and went on tour through
England and Wales with one of his former pupils, a son of
the Earl of Shaftesbury.* Not long after his return on
the 1st January, 1785, Mr. James' father died and he was
preferred to the living of Arthuret by Sir James Graham
with whom Mr. Boucher himself appears to have been on
friendly terms, for in about x797 Sir James and his wife
Lady Catherine, consult him about the education of their
son and ask him to stay with them. Ì About the same
time Mr. Boucher accepted the living of Epsom, offered
by the Rev. John Parkhurst, T. the biblical lexicographer,
in whose life it is stated that he made this appointment
because Mr. Boucher had " distinguished himself in
America during the revolution for his loyalty and by
teaching the unsophisticated doctrine of the Church of
England to a set of rebellious schismatics, at the hazard of
life."§
In connection with his move from Paddington he
mentions that his library at this time exceeded io,000
volumes and had cost £ 2000. After his death it was sold
by Messrs. Leigh & Sotheby and took 36 days to disperse
being divided into 8562 lots, some of the lots containing
many volumes.MM There is a copy of the sale catalogue in
the British Museum library. The writer has a copy of his
armorial bookplate, the coat being, Crest : a Saracen's
head, arms, argent, a cross engrailed gules between three
water-bougets sable. Motto : Non Vi sed Voluntate. ¶
Before settling down he undertook, at the request of Sir
Thomas Broughton, the grand tour with his son and a son of
Sir Harbord Harbord of Norfolk, afterwards LordSuffield.**
Setting forth on the loth June, 1785, they visited Calais,
.

* The Earl must have been Anthony 4th Earl 1710-1771, the pupil either
Anthony 5th Earl, 1761-1811 or Cropley Ashley 6th Earl, 1768-1851.
Life and Letters of Sir James Graham of Netherby; Parker, Vol. i, p. 7.
t 1728-1729. See Dict. Nat. Biog. ^§ Letters of Radcliffe and James, p. 17.
j^ Frederick Locker Lampson, p. 32.
If These are the Bourchier, not the Bouch arms.
** Created Baron Suffield in 1786, previously M.P. for Norwich.
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St. Omer, Brussels, and going through Belgium to Aix-laChapelle and Düsseldorf, reached Brunswick by way of
Westphalia and Hanover. They stayed there a month
and were much noticed at Court, Mr. Boucher says,
" especially by the Duchess, Sister to our King."* They
returned via Frankfort along the Rhine, and so through
Alsace and Lorraine to Rheims, ending in Paris. From there
they went to Caen and so home by Havre and Folkestone.
He kept a journal of this tour which he sent North to his
sister by Miss Hodgson, but on the journey it was lost
with her portmanteau.
He then settled down in Epsom, resigning his S.P.G.
secretaryship. The next important event in his life was
his second marriage, to Miss Mary Elizabeth Foreman of
Epsom, daughter of Charles Foreman, on 15 February,
1787, at St. Michael's Church, St. Albans. Previously he
had taken a larger house than the Vicarage, on Woodcote
Green, at £I0o a year rental, and bought a coach for £ 200.
Miss Foreman's fortune was £14.,000 which sum with £■000
of his own, was settled on the survivor for life. But she
only lived a year, and died 14th Sept., 1789. After her
death he again set out for the North to inspect his Blencogo
estate, which he estimated to be worth £2200 or more and
to be lettable for £8o a year. He purchased some more
property there and made some exchanges with Mr. Thomlinson, as well as expending £500 on farm buildings. He also
bought himself an estate at Langholm Row from Mr.
Simpson of Sebergham for £ 2200. Having stayed with the
Jameses at Lon,gtown and placed his two nieces under the
care of Mrs. Holden at Carlisle, that they might unlearn
some vulgar habits that they had acquired at Blencogo,
he returned home in December and soon after purchased
a house with five acres of land at Clay Hill for £1025. He
-

* Augusta, wife of William Duke of Brunswick.
J Anne and Jane, daughters of his sister Mary Tordiff. Anne married
Richard Jackson of Beck, Bromfield, and Jane, John Harrison of Aspatria.
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continued to add further to his Blencogo estate by the
purchase of three fields from Miss Robinson for ioo,
and sundry fields from William Barnes of the Beck for
34O. Here the autobiography ends and other sources
have to be relied on for information.
Mr. Boucher married his third wife, the widow of his
friend, John James, in St. Mary's, Carlisle, which was
then the nave of the Cathedral, on the 28th Oct., 1789.
She was Elizabeth Hodgson, sister of Sir Richard Hodgson.* He had referred to her in the autobiography as
the amiable and dear widow of his amiable and dear
young friend. In 1791 he is again in the Northì and it
was on this visit, at Sevil in the abbey district, that he
became acquainted with Thomas Sanderson the local
poet. An account of Mr. Boucher, written for Cumberland
folk would be indeed incomplete if it did not mention his
patronage of the two local poets, Thomas Sanderson and
William Relph. Of the former he is described as an
impartial adviser, a strenuous patron and a sincere friend.
In 1791 he had not yet published anything except a few
short pieces of poetry put forth anonymously in the
Cumberland Pacquet.1 It was at Mr. Boucher's wish
that he wrote his " Ode to the genius of Cumberland " in
Hutchinson's History.§ In 1799 he obtained for him the
offer of a post in Barbadoes, which was refused. j1 It was
shortly after this that he wrote his epistle to the Rev.
Jonathan Boucher on his arrival in Cumberland from
* Elizabeth Hodgson, the daughter of Richard Hodgson, mercer of Carlisle,
was baptized in St. Mary's loth Oct., 1761. Richard was the third son and
was entered at Carlisle Grammar School 28th June, 1756. Presumably he
is the Richard Hodgson who was mayor of the city in 1797. The writer
has not been able to discover why he was knighted, but it has been suggested
by the City Librarian, that it was for political assistance given to the Lowther
family in the election of 1796. Probably these Hodgsons were of the same
stock as the well known Houghton House family.
t Sanderson, Poems, Carlisle, 1829, p. xlviii.
t Sanderson, p. xlviii.
§ Ibid. p. 1.
Ibid. p. lvii.
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America.* The edition of Relph's poems published by
Thompson of Carlisle in 1797 and edited by Sanderson
was dedicated to Mr. Boucher, who is said in it to have
rescued the merits of the deceased author from long
neglect. He caused a grave slab to be erected to his
memory in Sebergham Church, for which he wrote a Latin
inscription given in Thompson's edition of the poems.+
In 1792, Mr. Boucher published under the title of
" A Cumberland man " his proposal for founding a county
bank. This is now a very rare pamphlet of which there
was until recently no copy at Tullie House. But it is
printed in that inaccessible work, Sir F. M. Eden's§
State of the Poor, volume ii, appendix xix, who says "All
that I have been able to learn of it is that it was knocked
on the head and came to nothing, from its having entertained the romantic hope, that a useful measure would be
warmly supported, although it were unconnected with
party." The pamphlet is so interesting not only for the
light that it throws on the author's mind, but for the
information it gives us of the state of the county at the
time, that a summary of it is given in the appendix to this
article; to this has been added a few comments from
Sanderson memoirs. In Locker Lampson's My confidences
page 37, the following occurs which fits in at this time.
" In 1793 it was arranged that Mr. Boucher should be
consecrated Bishop of Edinburgh in the hope of making
the communion more intimate between the Episcopal
Churches of Scotland and England. Mr. Boucher visited
Edinburgh, and all arrangements were made, but at the
last moment the scheme was frustrated." The above is
in a note by Mr. Birrell, the editor of the volume. Mr.
Locker Lampson mentions that Mr. Boucher " was a
* Ibid. p. 48.
t Ibid, p. 274.
$P• 5•
§ Sir Frederick Morton Eden, 2nd Baronet, son of the Governor of Maryland
ob. 1809.
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member of Nobody's club and enjoyed through life the
cordial acquaintance of many leading men of Learning and
Science and was always ready with pen and purse toforward the interest of his native Cumberland, which
although he had been so long separated from it, he loved
with an intense local patriotism." He concludes (p. 37)
" there was much to admire in his character."
In Hutchinson's History of Cumberland, published in
1794. the accounts of the parishes of Bromfield, Caldbeck,.
Sebergham and many of the autobiographical notices*
were written by Mr. Boucher, who in 1797 published
his work on the American Revolution, entitled " A View of
the causes and consequences of the American Revolution in
thirteen discourses preached in North America between the
years 1763 and 1775, with an Historical preface." The
dedication to George Washington is also to be found in
Mr. Birrell's Frederick Locker Lampson, page 25. He is
again heard of in the North in 1798, when he preached the
assize sermon at Carlisle ; in the same year he also preached
one at Guildford; both were afterwards published. The
following year he became tenant of Coledale Hall, near
Carlisle, where his widow and daughters continued to live
after his death. Two years later he published an address
to the inhabitants of Epsom with a plan for a soup
kitchen. In 1803 " he visited his native county, but i n
such a state of health as to give his friends to fear that he
was hastening to that bourne from whence no traveller
returns."
Meanwhile during these years he had been engaged in
his ma gnum opus" The Glossary of Archaic and Provincial Words," intended as a supplement to Johnson's
Dictionary. The prospectus of the work had been put
forth in 1802. In 1807 his executors published the letter
.

.

-

.

}

* Sanderson, 273 and p. li.
t Carlisle Journal, 2 February, 1923.
$ Sanderson, p. 283.
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" A " but the work did not meet with sufficient encouragement to justify them in going forward with the remainder. _
A second attempt was made in 1832, when the Rev.
Joseph Hunter and Joseph Stevenson brought out the
introduction to the whole work and the glossary as far as
" Blade." This attempt was again unsuccessful and it is
understood, says D.N.B., that most of the materials
passed into the hands of the proprietors of Dr. Webster's
English Di' ;tionary, though no acknowledgment of this is
made there.
He had long hoped to die in Cumberland,* but this
was not to be, as his death took place at Epsom, from
paralysis, on April 27th, 1804, at the age of 67. He was
buried in the churchyard there on the 4th of May. The
inscriptions on the tablets erected to him there can be
found below. His widow and seven children suvived
him. She died on 12th Oct., 1846, at Seagrove Rectory,
Leicestershire, aged 85. The following is an account of
his children and descendants in the male line.
Issue of Jonathan Boucher (1738-1804).
1. James, baptized 7th September, 1790; Provost Marshall
of Grenada; married firstly Mary Anne Blenkerne, widow, daughter
of Christopher Colclough, in 1815, and secondly Jane, eldest
daughter of the Honble. Andrew Houston of Grenada in 1820, by
whom he had four sons and two daughters, buried at Douglas,.
Isle of Man, 21st January, 1852.
2. Ann, baptized 22nd November 1791, and married Lieutenant
Joseph Taylor on 3o August, 1811.
3. Eleanor Mary Elizabeth, baptized 2 8th May, 1793 ; married
on 28th February, 1815 Edward Hawke Locker (son of William
Locker, Lieutenant Governor of Greenwich Hospital), Commissioner of Greenwich Hospital. See pedigree for issue of this
marriage and Frederick Locker Lampson My Confidences for an.
account of Mrs. Locker, who died in March 1861, at Exeter.
4. Jane, baptized 17th November 1794, died 1810.
5. Barton, baptized on 4th April 1796; vicar of Fonthill
Bishop, Wiltshire; author of many religious and other works;
*Sanderson, p. 283.
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changed name to Bouchier. Married Mary, daughter of the Rev.
N. Thornbury and died without issue, loth December, 1865.
(See Dictionary of National Biography).
6. Elizabeth, baptised 7th June, 1797; married Edward James,
a captain in the East India Company's army and a distant relation
of Dr. John James, on 3oth December, 1817 and died 23rd January,
1866. (See pedigree for issue).
7. Mary, baptised 5th June, 1799; married George Dixon of
Blencogo on 5th April, 1836; died in 1871 and buried at Bromfield,
waere there is a monument, under the large one to Mr. Boucher,
to Frederick and George Boucher Dixon, twin sons of the above
wao were born and died within a few hours on 27th April, 1838.
8. Jonathan, born in 1800 and died in infancy.
Issue of James Boucher (1790-1852).
I. Cæsar Colclough, born 1823, died at Amoy, China, 1841.
2. Kenyon Clinton, born 1825, married, no issue.
3. Frederica Houston, born 1829, married the Rev. Roger Hall,
of the Episcopal Church of Scotland (for issue see pedigree).
4. Georgiana Colclough, married the Rev. Robert Bamford,
no issue.
5. William Wynyard, born 1832; tea-planter in Assam;
married Anne Lyte of the family of the author Maxwell Lyte,
and died about 1890; issue 2 sons and 1 daughter.
6. Jonathan, born at Weymouth 1839. Educated at Carlisle
Grammar School, 18 54 - 5, also at private school at Burgh and
Durham School. Clerk in Criminal Law Accounts office. Contributed largely to Notes and Queries and other literary papers.
First edited his grandfather's memoirs; married in 1869 Emma
Mary, elder daughter of Dr. James Johnson Baines of Ludlow;
died in London, 1913. Issue 1 son, changed name to Bouchier.
Issue of William Wynyard Boucher, (1832-1890).
1. Wynyard, born 15th November, 1855 ; educated, King's
College, London, engineer; married Adèle daughter of George
Cottam. Issue two sons and 1 daughter, changed name to
Bourchier, of Harewell, Berks.
2. John, married and had issue. Died recently in Sydney,
Australia.
3. Georgiana, married Thomas Boulton, now in British
Columbia; issue one daughter.
Issue of Wynyard Boucher ( 18 55-^).
1. Wynyard Hallen Cottam, born December, 1892. Wireless
Operator R.N.R. 1915-1918.
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2. Leonard Harold Jordan, born 23rd December, 1893.
Wireless Operator R.N.R., 1915-1916. 1st Lieutenant in Air
Service, 1916-1918. Married.
3. Marian Adèle Phyllis.
Issue of Jonathan Bouchier (1839-1913).
Edmund Spencer, born at Bexley Heath 1876. Scholar of
Exeter College, Oxford; M.A., 1902; F.R.H.S., 1922. Author of
several works including Spain under the Roman Empire, Syracuse
as a Roman Province and a Short History of Antioch. Private tutor :
of Winchester Road, Oxford.
EXTRACTS FROM BROMFIELD PARISH REGISTERS.

Bap tisms.

12 Jan. 1695. James of Jo. Bouch of Blengogo.
25 Sept. 16 99. John of John Bouch of Blengogo.
3o Aug. 1702. Jonathan of widow Bouch of Blengogo.
24 Sep. 1727. Catherine of James Bouch of Blengogo.
19 Sep. 1 734. John of James Bouch, of Blengogo.
12 May 1736. Mary of James Bouch of Blengogo.
8 March 1738. Jonathan of James Bouch of Blengogo.
13 Feby. 1742. Jane of James Bouch of Blengogo.
B urials.
Io July 1702. John Bouch of Blencogo.
25 Dec. 1731. Helenor the wife of James Bouch of Blengogo.
3o Nov. 1765. Ann wife of James Boucher of Blengogoe.
26 Dec. 1768. James Boucher of Blengogoe.
15 Ap. 1794. Jane Boucher of Blencogo. Maiden lady, aged
52.
Marriages.
23 Oct. 176o. Isaac Tordiff and Mary Boucher.

MONUMENTS.
In Bromfield Church Yard.
In memory of.
James Boucher of Blengogoe who
died December 24th, 1768 aged 73 years.
Anne the wife of James Boucher
who died November
28th, 1765 aged 61 years.
In Bromfield Church on the North Wall of the Chancel.
In memory of James Boucher, of a fami I ly of yeomanry
settled at Blengogo on the same I estate for many generations.
Having resided several I years in Dublin he I there acquired a
great urbanity of manners and being I also a pleasant, sensible,
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and worthy man. He was highly esteemed by numerous and
respectable acquain I tance and much endeared to his family.
He was born at Blengogo. on the Ist of ( January, 1694 and
died at the same place on the 24th December. 1768.
Also of Anne the daughter of I Thomas and Jane Barnes of
Little Bampton in this I county, and wife of the above named
James Boucher.
She was a woman of exemplary industry I Frugality and Piety
and was particularly careful to bring up her children (of whom four
lived to arrive I at Maturity of years) in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.
She was born on the Ist March, 1704 and died on the 19th. of
November, 1765.
Also of John their eldest son, who I being in Holy Orders, was,
at the time of his death I settled at Wickham near Newcastle upon
Tyne as I the curate of that large and populous parish. At that
place he married Alice Dawson a well educated woman I and of a
respectable family and connection in Manches I ter. Dying very
soon after his marriage he left only one posthumous daughter and
neither his widow nor I his child survived him long.
He was a studious man and a good scholar conscientious and
careful in the performance of his pub I lic duty. He was much
regarded as a good Parish Priest I and not the less regarded for
the gentleness of his manners I and the extraordinary benevolence
of his temper.
He was born on the 19th September I 1734 and died at Wickham
on the loth June 1765 and in I the Church at Wickham there is a
plain slab monument that covers the remains and records his
name. *
Also of Jane Boucher their youngest I daughter who when her
younger brother went to I North America followed his fortune,
and resided with I him in Virginia and Maryland seven years.
A truer friend was never known. After passing a large portion
of her life abroad, towards the close of it she had the happiness
to return and retire to the I place of her nativity and there after
a life of great I trials and troubles like the perfect man mentioned
by I the Psalmist, her end was peace.
She was born at Blengogo on the 2nd of February I 1742 and
died there on the 13th of April 1794.
Also in memory of Jonathan I son of the above I born at
Blengogo 1738, died at Epsom 1804 I He for many years lived in
* No trace of this can now be found.
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America 1 till he at length became the victim of those troubles 1
which with unshakable loyalty, Integrity and zeal 1 he had vainly
endeavoured to stem. 1 He returned to his native country poor in
all things ; But the riches of a blamless conscience. 1
He was 19 years vicar at Epsom in Surrey, 1 and died regretted
by the poor the learned and the good.
And lastly of their daughter Mary who departed this 1 life on the
16th April 1823 in the 87th year of her age 1 and who was 22 years
the wife and 34 years the 1 widow of Isaac Tordiff of Blengogo.
All the above left their surviving relatives and 1 friends here in
happy hopes of their joyful Resurrection to Eternal Life hereafter.
Also to the memory of Elizabeth wife of the 1 above Revd.
Jonathan Boucher who died on the 12th 1 of October 1846 at
Seagrove Rectory Leicestershire 1 in the 85th year of her age.

In Epsom Church Surrey.
Near this place are deposited in the hope of a blessed Resurrection to Eternal Life the remains of the Revd. Jonathan Boucher,
M.A., F.A.S. Nineteen years vicar of this parish. He was born at
Blencogo in Cumberland 12th March, 1738 and died 27th April,
1804.
A faithful steward of the mysteries of God, he ever maintained
and enforced both by his writings and discourses, that form of
sound Doctrine delivered unto the Saints; whilst in his opinions
and practise he exhibited a bright example of Christian Charity.
Few men possessed a larger store of various knowledge, or
great liberality of communication and the success with which in
the intervals of more important pursuits, he cultivated English
Philological Antiquities, will excite the regret of all the learned
for the event which has left his valuable labours unfinished.
His loyalty to the King remained unshaken even when the
madness of the people raged furiously against him and for conscience sake he resigned ease and affluence in America to endure
hardships and poverty in his native land. But the Lord gave him
twice as much as he had before and blessed his latter end more
than his beginning.

In Paddington Church.*
In memory of Eleanor
The beloved wife of the Revd. Jonah Boucher
She was of a respectable family
Of the Addisons in Maryland
Was born on the 13th of Apt 174o
And dy'd on the 1st of March 1784.
* This is extracted from the Letters of Radcliffe and James p xviii. No
trace of it can now be found.
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On the cold pillow that supports the dead
My Eleanora rests her weary Head;
She was amid those flowers whose gentle form
Shrunk from the pressure of that civil storm,
Which ancient systems into Ruins hurled
And shook the Basis of th' Atlantic World
From these rude scenes, Though Int'rest urg'd her stay
And friends entreated, Still she turned away;
Turn'd from the comforts of a Native Home
An Exile with the man she lov'd to roam.
Will of the Revd. Jonathan Boucher in Principal Probate Registry at
Somerset House.
Elizabeth Boucher, his wife, to be sole executrix and to have
the Guardianship of his children. But in the Event of her remarrying the following are to be the guardians,—
Sir F. M. Eden of Lincoln's Inn, Bt., John Richardson Esqr. of
Middle Temple, Joshua Watson Esqr. of Mincing Lane, and
John Clark Esqr. of Fenchurch St. All books to be sold, except
that a number the value of which shall not exceed zoo may be
kept or given away, and the proceeds to form part of general
estate. All household furniture and house at Epsom to wife, at her
death to be divided amongst children. To niece Anne Jackson,
wife of Richard Jackson of Beck in the Parish of Bromfield ;ioo.
To niece Jane Harrison, wife of John Harrison of Aspatria ioo,
which testator has engaged to pay her at the request of his deceased
sister Jane Boucher. To Revd. Thomas Martin Curate of Brom_
field 20. John Simpson of Sebergham, his wife and sister to have
the right to reside for life, and the life of the survivor of them in
his house at Sebergham and to be entitled to receive L 5 a year
chargeable on his general Estate. The house at Blencogo in which
sister Mary Tordiff now resides to belong to her during her life,
also the sum of X30 a year chargeable on same. All freehold
copy and Leasehold estates to wife during her life. Personal
estate not specifically disposed of to John Thomlinson of Carlisle
Esqr., John Wilson of Brigham Esqr. and Mr. Hugh Barnes of
Whitehaven, Surgeon, as Trustees to pay proceeds to his wife for
use of his children who are to be educated in as liberal a manner as
possible and his sons to be put out to professions at a proper age.
In case of his wife's decease or re-marriage, the education of his
children to be decided by his trustees. ^3000 to his eldest or
only son, who lives to the age of 21. ^2000 to each of his other
children. Trustees to have the right to raise money to provide
-
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for the education of his sons. If the children do not live, after his
wife's death, ;5000 to nieces Ann Jackson and Jane Harrison.
Residue to wife.
Dated 7th Nov., 1797.
Signed in presence of: Wm Stevens; Wm Tyson; Jonathan
James.
Proved 6th June, 1804 by his widow.

To conclude with an account of Jonathan Boucher's.
opinions and character.
Mr. Birrell speaks of him as at heart a Jacobite and
says that the doctrines of the divine right of kings and
passive obedience were if not openly proclaimed, yet
always gently sheltered under his surplice, as one who
hated all rebellion and was a Tory of the Tories. * But the
basis of his character appears rather to be an intense
loyalty to King, Country, Homeland and Church. He
hated republicans and sectaries, as he called Nonconformists, because in their several ways they had rebelled
against those institutions to which he attached so much
value and sanctity. But even with these, any one who
reads his sermons, will feel that he is often narrow and
strict, not so much because he could not see the other point
of view, but because all round him he saw strifes and
divisions and the grave danger of civil war to which these
were leading, and so felt compelled to stress the side of
authority. But when he is not engaged in defending his
country or church or in trying to correct what he thought
to be a dangerous tendency in his flock, he will be found
amazingly modern and liberal in his outlook and far in
advance of his age in many of his opinions.
The idea of the Reunion of the separated Christian
Societies is a common one to-day, but it was not so
common in 1774; yet Mr. Boucher could say at that date
"Regardless either of the insinuations or the open censures
of all such bigots, I hesitate not to give it as my decided
* Frederick Locker Lampson, p. 23.
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opinion, that a reunion of Protestants and Papists on
almost any terms, is an event for which all good Christians
are bound most cordially to pray. May I go still further
and add that to effect so good a purpose as the destruction
of sects and parties and the disunion of men on the score
of religion in these realms, I should feel but little reluctance to make some sacrifices both to Popery and
Presbyterianism. If I at all know my own mind, I am
on conviction a sincere member of the Church of England.
Yet I am not so blindly partial as to think everything
wrong either in the Church of Rome or in that of Scotland."* While it is true that he did not question either
the lawfulness or the humanity of slavery yet he speaks
of his abhorrence of it. Preaching on the peace of 1763,
he entreats his hearers to permit the slaves to participate
in the general joy, and looks forward to the days when the
Indians will be converted into free men, useful subjects
and good Christians. j There is one other piece of evidence
to bring forward to show the extraordinary breadth of his
mind and how far he was often in advance of his age. If
there is one thing on which the younger generation are
agreed to-day it is a horror of war. But that was not so
common an opinion in 1763, yet Mr. Boucher says at that
date:—
As individuals, soldiers may be, and I sincerely believe generally
are, distinguished for their humanity, no less than for their courage :
but as a body, they are the pests and the scourges of the World.
It is not one of the least objections to war that it occasions a
perversion and misapplication of fine talents. How many men,
with dispositions naturally good, who under a well regulated
system, might and would have been the guardians and benefactors,
have become the butchers and destroyers of their kind
Compare, I pray you, any of the most celebrated commanders,
with whose fame the world resounds; compare them, I say, with
a Socrates, a Fenelon, or a William Penn; and if good parts,
* American Revolution, p. 264.
t Ibid. p. 31.
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directed to the attainments of good ends, be the criterion of a great
character, see how, in the comparison, every mere hero will hide
his diminished head.*

But it is not only in his toleration and his dislike of war
that the essential liberality of his mind is shown. Perhaps
it is best of all revealed in his proposal for a County Bank
which is summarized in the appendix to this paper. In
it, what may be called the liberal side of his character is
strikingly shown ; many of the suggestions, such as pensions
for old people, rewards for those with large families
(though we now do this in the form of Rebate of Incometax), scholarships for clever sons of poor parents, finâncial
support for industry by government or local authority, are
now in force, but in 1794, few thought of them. County
hospitals, infirmaries, public libraries, we now accept as a
matter of course, but this was not so when the pamphlet
was written.
Up to now Mr. Boucher's opinions rather than his
character have been dealt with. Fortunately several
accounts of him by those who knew him personally have
been preserved from which quotation will be made. The
first is from the Rev. F. L. Hawks' Contributions to the
Ecclesiastical History of the United States (ii, p. 269) . The
second from Sanderson's Life and Remains (p. 283-6).
Mr. Boucher was no ordinary man. Possessed of a very strong
mind, highly improved by cultivation, he exhibited the graces of
accomplished scholarship and clothed his thoughts in language
alike vigorous and eloquent. His piety was of the good old
fashioned solid character that exhibited itself in a consistent
christian life : It was the religion that wears well. He was not
wanting in zeal and fervour, but he thought more of holiness of
conduct than anything else. We have before us many of his
letters written to his friends, in the freedom of affectionate confidence—hastily written too; and yet there is not one of them that
might not be published just as it is, and do credit to the author's
mind But what is better, every one of them would do still
* Ibid. 9 and io.

L
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greater credit to his heart. It is impossible to read them, and
not perceive that the author is a thoroughly honest man. . .
He was opposed to the Americans in the war of Revolution. He
was conscientious in his opposition; it cost him all he had in the
world. His property was confiscated, his person prescribed, he
was obliged to flee for safety. Yet in those letters of which we
have spoken, there is a beautiful spirit of candour and even of
kindly feeling towards our Country and Countrymen.

The following is from Sanderson:
With respect to stature, he was above the middle size, of a stou t
frame of body, and rather corpulent. His countenance was
animated and expressive, indicating an active and a penetrating
mind. His constitution was naturally vigorous, but had been
much impaired by his residence in different climates, and by
intense and almost incessant study. The unremitted attention
which he gave to his last great work is said to have accelerated his
death. From an imperfection in his sight, he always used concave
glasses. Few men were more qualified to please in general
society. His manners were easy and unassuming, and his conversation lively, instructive and full of anecdote, zealous, pious,
and devout, he supported the clerical character with a dignity
that commands reverence, and with a humility that always rises
in a heart impressed with religious sentiments.
.

Finally Mr. Boucher relates how on the occasion of some
little matrimonial debate each agreed to sit down and
coolly describe the other's character. Here is that of
Mr. Boucher (Autobiography, p. 8o) :In person, inelegant and clumsy, yet not rough and disgusting;
of a dark complexion and with large but not forbidding features.
Of a thoughtful yet cheerful aspect; with a penetrating eye and a
turn of countenance that invites confidence and begets affection.
Manners—often awkward, yet always interesting; perfectly untaught and unformed, conformable to no rules, yet never inpolite,
incapable of making a bow like a gentleman, yet far more incapable
of thinking, speaking or acting in a manner unbecoming a gentleman. Never knew a person of so low an origin and breeding with
so high and improved a mind; a thorough gentleman as to internal
and essentials, tho' often lamentably deficient in outward forms.

tcwaas_002_1927_vol27_0010

.

.

.

.

JONATHAN BOUCHER. ^ 14 7

APPENDIX.
The author begins his address as follows :" To the inhabitants of the county of Cumberland.
Friends and Countrymen,
Of all attachments, says an ancient, distinguished for his
eloquence, none is dearer than that which every well formed and
well tutored mind feels for his country. We love our parents, our
children, our relatives and our friends : but all these affections are
comprehended in the love of our country As a citizen
of the world, a man belongs to the world at large; as a subject
of Great Britain, he is a Briton; but as an inhabitant of this
county he is a Cumberland man. There are claims on him from
each of these relations; but the last is paramount to all the rest.
Every reason that makes it the duty of every man to prefer his
native country to every other, applies with equal force to his giving
such preference to the particular district of that country where his
own lot is cast. And this predilection for a part is not at all
incompatible with the sincerest regard for the whole : it is indeed
but seldom in the power of individuals to do good to the Community at large, otherwise than by promoting the interest of some
particular portions of it."
He then goes on to say that the present age is not an age of
irresolution and inaction. Everywhere men are striving to
better their condition, in these efforts our own kingdom takes
the lead. " It is in the county of Cumberland alone that nothing
of the kind has ever yet taken place."
"The world has long been so complaisant to us, as to allow, that no
people whatever display more goodwill to our fellow creatures, or
more useful talents than the natives of this county. But we
deserve this character (if we deserve it at all, as I hope we do)
only when we are transplanted, and placed beyond the vortex of
our own mountain air : whilst like mushrooms we continue to
grow where we first sprung, a people cannot be named less enterprising and less alive to a spirit of improvement. As a fair specimen of the rest, it may be mentioned, that, with slate of peculiar
excellence, and quarries almost everywhere at our doors, the houses
in general in our villages are still thatched, and built of mud or
clay: and also that, with the best materials, we have the worst
roads. In short, with the exception of some remote counties in
Wales, it may be too truly objected to us, that we are at least a
century behind every other county in the Kingdom.* Whence
.

.

* Thomas Sanderson in his Memoirs of the Rev. J. Boucher (Remain s,
273), comments:
" This is certainly no favourable representations of Cumbrian industry and
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this manifest and acknowledged inferiority : whence, contrary
to the general course of things, are we thus unclever and unprofitable only at home ? The answer may mortify us : but it is
not to be denied, nor needs it to be concealed, that, owing to some
untoward causes, which it might be invidious to detail, we continue
to jog on here at home, little, if at all, wiser than, and it is to be
feared, hardly so good as, our rude forefathers. I am not disposed
to admit that this peculiar unimproving spirit, is owing to any
natural sterility of parts; to the supposed uncongenial influence
of clime; to mere supineness. It is too clearly to be accounted
for from the want of adequate motives to arouse and stimulate
us to action.
Our climate no doubt is not a little against us; but this disadvantage is nothing to those greater and more numerous disadvantages arising from our having never yet found a kind hand
to lead us on, as mankind are elsewhere led, to improvements, by
encouragements adapted to our peculiar circumstances. In some
way or other we continue to grow, if merely not to die may be
called growing; but like stunted trees, for want of pruning and
culture (to continue the metaphor) we are ill thriven, cankered,
and blighted. Hitherto we have been contented with one single
remedy—Transplantation. Our neighbours of Scotland are
hardly more given to emigration than we are, yet surely it is
wretched policy in us, as a body and Community, to suffer so many
of our rural youths to flock in such crowds to London and elsewhere, under the delusion of preferment; whilst a full third
perhaps of the land of our County lies uncultivated; (*) and a very
large portion of the little labour that is done among us, either as
artisans or in the field, is performed by Aliens
I am persuaded, a County cannot be named, more abounding in
natural advantages, than Cumberland; nor (as one might add,
Cumbrian mode of life; but it applies if it apply at all to the Northern and
Eas tern extremities of the County, where the poverty of the inhabitants
precludes all expensive improvements. In the other districts, where Commerce,
Trade and Agriculture, have brought wealth, if not happiness, we see well
cultivated fields, elegant mansions and convenient farm houses, in the place
of the healthy commons and homely cottages of our poor but cheerful progenitors. who at the Dawn of morning " braved the keen air " and mingled their
songs with those of the Lark.
* The improvable commons in Cumberland are said to consist of near
i5o,000 acres, being about one third of the enclosed lands; but from folly,
prejudice or indolence. they have hitherto been suffered to lie in their present
state. (Note to Epistle to the Rev. Jonathan Boucher by Sanderson, Remains

p.50).
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were it not that such a remark might seem to be sarcastic and
satirical, rather than declaratory of a plain matter of fact), more
deficient in all these advantages, which are the result of human
ingenuity and human industry. " It is true, we do every year
pay to a County Rate. But if one were asked, what we have to
show for the Sums collected I should be at a loss to mention
anything, but a few mean bridges and a still meaner County
Jail.* I cannot at present recollect a single public work of any
kind among us, set on foot by voluntary contribution. We have
no poor houses, no Workhouses, no county Infirmary, no hospital,
no public Libraries, no institutions to promote arts and sciences.
No not even a great Trading company, in any large and Liberal
scale, to promote either Fisheries or Manufactures. And yet our
Coasts swarm with fish; even more than the opposite Coasts of
Scotland; where notwithstanding, owing to some unaccountable
fatality, they catch ten for our one. From the yet unparallelled
cheapness of living among us, our County should seem to be
peculiarly well adapted to manufactures; but where are they ?
We have never yet explored to a sufficient extent or accuracy, the
bowels of the earth, which are known to abound with one production of more real value, perhaps, than all the mines of Potosi; and
which also, there is good reason to believe, contain various Ores,
well worth the searching for. In such a search, the disadvantage
of our climate, so often pleaded as an apology for our backwardness
in agricultural improvements, cannot be urged; and it is more than
probable that, in many places in Cumberland, which it were easy
to point out, what lies beneath the surface may be of more value
than the soil, and all the produce, of which it is capable. We
seem entirely to have lost the making of Salt; which once made
something like a show of enterprise and business along our Coasts;
nor have we any longer any considerable glass houses, or Iron
works; though from the plenty of fuel, our County might be
thought peculiarly favourable to all those works, which require
large fires. The increased population of Carlisle and its Vicinity,
* The Editor of Sanderson's Remains (page 59), says: "Cumberland is no
longer inferior nor wretched, but prosperous and happy. Her mean bridges
have given way to commodious and elegant structures; she has a County
Jail not surpassed by that of any other County in the Kingdom; Comfortable
poor houses and agricultural societies; She has Public Libraries, Trading
Companies on a large and liberal scale; Fisheries, Manufactories; and is soon
to have a County Infirmary (1829).
A Canal communication between Carlisle and the Solway Firth was opened
in 1823."
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where alone some spirited and patriotic individuals have lately
introduced some thriving manufactures, spews what might be done
were such a spirit to become general."
He therefore proposes the formation of a County Association or
Society, run on the lines of, though not in exact copy of, those in
Bath, Manchester and North America. It must encourage
agriculture, commerce, learning, industry, frugality; and in short,
everything by which a people may be rendered good and happy.
To enable the Society to do this it is proposed that it should
purchase three competent farms in different and distant parts of the
county, with every possible variety of soil and climate and that
these should be run as model farms. The Society should also
set on foot and promote fisheries and should engage in mining and
metallurgy; in Salt works and glass works and more especially
in Iron works. It should further provide one grand Loan Office
for the County from which money could be borrowed without
the intervention of attornies or unfeeling usurers at three and a
half or perhaps three per cent. It should give stated rewards
either honorary or pecuniary to those who do some valuable
service to the community, such as those who raise at the least
expense and on the smallest quantity of ground, the best and
largest crop, likewise to those who discover valuable mines or
veins of coal. Proper premiums should be given to those farmers
of land, who by good management have improved their farms;
to meritorious servants who have lived the greatest number of
years in their places and have been industrious, faithful, and
saving: to journeymen mechanics, who have been steady in their
business, ingenious and sober: to poor persons, who without any
misconduct, have towards the close of life, become unable to
maintain themselves and their families in comfort, after having led
a life of labour, without having received any parochial aids, and
without having been beggars : to any man, who neither having,
nor having ever had, ten pounds a year, unearned by his own
exertions, has reared and put out to honest trades and employments five children : and on the principle of the Roman Jus trium
libel/ovum some favourable notice should be taken of all those
honest people, who have a large number of children, with little
provision for them. The Society should patronize and maintain
youths, of singularly promising parts, whose parents are too poor
to give them a suitable education. Notice should also be taken of
Curates or officiating ministers of fair characters who have large
families, with but small salaries, of dissenting teachers, who are
known to be good men and dissenters merely from motives of
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conscience; of the people of any chapelry or parish, who shall
among themselves raise a fund to repair or beautify an insufficient
Church or Chapel; and, perhaps, above all, of literary men and
literary compositions of merit. The Society should assist also in
the circulation of useful publications, by enabling the authors or
publishers to sell them at low prices. Honour should also be paid
to conscientious attornies and lawyers : to learned and benevolent
physicians or surgeons : to the exemplary parish priest who
resides in his parish and who in proportion, has the greatest number
of church going folk, the fewest separatists, fewest frequenters of
alehouses and fewest litigious and quarrelsome persons, and in
short the fewest idle useless or disorderly people. Relief might
also be given to those, who through no fault of their own are
reduced from easy circumstances to straits and difficulties : to aged
soldiers and sailors : to unsuccessful merchants : to impoverished
farmers and mechanics : to decayed gentlemen : to superannuated
clergymen and schoolmasters and to disappointed and ruined
projectors.
The Loan Office is to be started by local gentlemen investing
money in it at a low rate of interest; everyone of ioo a year, in
becoming a subscriber, will become a member of the Society, from
which a Committee shall be elected : from this general committee,
sub-committees will be chosen. The Association will be run
independently of party. In order to start the scheme, it is proposed to call a meeting at Whitehaven. Mr. Senhouse of Netherhall, Mr. Curwen, one of the members for Carlisle, Sir John Brisco
of Crofton and Sir James Graham of Netherby are asked to act
as conveners.
The Author ends as follows :" O that I might live to see this my native county, now deformed
by bare and barren moors and disgraced by an unsightly and
unprofitable husbandry, and in various other respects lying
neglected and forlorn, restored to that rank and consequence
among her sister counties, for which the bounteous author of
nature has so eminently qualified her, I should then, with St.
Simeon depart in peace, and close the scene in the valedictory
words of another Emperor, Sat vixi mihi. Sat gloriae. I have the
honour to remain, with the sincerest and most cordial attachment
and respect, my countrymen,
Your devoted and obedient humble servant,
A Cumberland man."
" Whitehaven, December, 1792."
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