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ART. XIV.—Bolton Church. By the Rev. T. A. CARMICHAEL.

Read at the site, September 17th, 1926.

T

HE visitor, entering Bolton churchyard by the gate,
and walking along the path (recently flagged), will
notice on his right a sun-dial supported by a sandstone
pillar, which itself rests on an ancient stone (probably
extracted from the local quarry) . This ancient stone very
probably once supported the ancient preaching cross.
The words, " Church Watch," the date " 1747," and the
initials of the churchwardens, " J.B. R.A." (James
Bowness and Richard Allen) may be noticed on the
sandstone pillar; but the base-stone may have been resting
in its present position perhaps goo or i000 years.
Upright against the wall on this (the south) side of the
church is placed the stone effigy of a lady with hands
clasped on the breast ; the details of the dress seem to
point to the time of Edward III (1327-1377). The pillowstone indicates that the original position was horizontal,.
not vertical, and very probably it first rested in the
chancel on a raised altar-tomb.
On the south face of the buttress, and a few feet away
to the left of this stone figure, an ancient sun-dial, engraved
in the stone (often covered with ivy), may be seen. Its
gnomon has disappeared, and the sun-dial is probably not
in its original position. It is incised on a red sandstone
block, 1o2 by 1o2 inches, and the circle measures 64 inches
in diameter. A number of dots both within and without
the dial-face, may refer to the hours of prayer.
On the north side of the church, over what was a Norman
doorway (now a window), is a stone slab built into the wall
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commemorating a tournament. The age of this stone is
told by the curious kite-shaped shields and lances which
the knights carry. They were peculiar to the time of
Henry II (1154-1189). The slab is of red sandstone, 26
by 162 inches, roughly chiselled but deeply cut, having
a frame in high relief round the picture. Adjoining
this slab is another (on the right), apparently the companion to it, built into the wall, measuring 21 by 132
inches and bearing an inscription in uncial letters,
hitherto unexplained. There are seven lines, and the
letters are much weather-worn, but " DE BOELTVN can
be clearly made out. It has been suggested that the
translation of the first two lines is, " Sir Lawrence de Vere
gave to the men of Bolton," though nothing is known as
to either gift or giver. But this hypothesis is discounted
when we remember that the dot found after a letter
indicates the end of a word, and there appear to be
dots before and after " M " in the second line; so that
is impossible. Another theory is that
" HOMINES
" ES is an abbreviation for " miles " and refers to one
of the knights in the tournament (the shorter of the two,
who has proved the conqueror) . The " Gentleman's
Magazine " for 178o has two paragraphs on this inscription;
but it still remains an antiquarian puzzle. At any rate
it is about 75o years old (probably the age of the present
edifice), and should therefore be carefully treasured. A
suggestion has been made that this inscribed slab should
be carefully removed to within the church in order to
secure its future preservation; there is some danger of the
inscription peeling off.
On entering the church porch, the visitor will notice the
Norman doorway, which is specially attractive by reason
of its pattern of six-petalled rosettes and its rude capitals.
The left one bears a figure, with a hammer in one hand and
an axe in the other; while the right one has a strange
figure with wings, perhaps an angel.
"

"

"

tcwaas_002_1927_vol27_0016

BOLTON CHURCH. I9I

Within the porch may also be noticed a list of the names
of churchwardens, as far back as 1672, and the initials
of those of 1634; but more recently I have been able to
discover the names of those of 1664, 1665 and 1669. The
clergy list for Bolton begins with November, 1663 and that
for Morland (the mother church) with 1170. In the porch
may also be noticed a brief outline of the history of the
Church, with an appendix about its architecture—also a
brief description of the piscina discovered in the village,
and restored to the church in 1920.
On entering the church the visitor will notice, close to
the door, the ancient font, of white stone, with neither
date nor inscription, but probably of late seventeenth
century, while the conical oak cover bears the date
" 1687," preceded by the initials, " T.G. W.H." (probably
the churchwardens, Thomas Gibson and William Hanson).
In the churchwardens' accounts for 1688 we find the
following entry: " For the font covering, 5s. od." The
ancient oak poor box, doubly padlocked, placed against
the wall (near the door) , bears the following inscription:
" 1634, THE POVR MANS BOX AND CHURCHWARDENS SEAT.
I.L. R.c." The last four initials refer to names (unknown)
of churchwardens. An attempt has been made to
obliterate a portion of this inscription, except the first
three words, while across the word " AND " has been
written " BOX." Judging by the marks of clasps (or
hinges) it is not in its original position, and was probably
placed against the wall after some re-arrangement of the
pews. The only oak portions of the seats in the nave are
the corners and the base. Have the old oak beams,
supporting the ceiling, come from old galley-ships ?
Directly above the " Poor Man's Box" are two texts of
Scripture, being the last two of the Offertory sentences in
the Holy Communion Service, while higher up the wall
appears a list of the names of " Benefactors to the Township
of Bolton." Of these James Hanson became a precentor-
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clerk in this church, Joseph Railton a successful merchant
in London (and sent two of his sons to Oxford), Michael
Richardson (born in Longmarton parish) a distinguished
clergyman in Berkshire (having first matriculated at
Queen's College, Oxford, at the age of 18), and George
Bowness a great soldier in India (whose military record
I have obtained from the War Office). In the inscription
over the window opposite there is mention of another
benefactor, William Bowness, who was a blacksmith and
died in 1717 at the ripe age of 93.
Above (and also in the chancel) may be noticed several
corbels representing monks, while on the north wall and
also above the plain semi-circular chancel arch I have
noticed (before the present distemper coating was put on
the walls) two sets of Commandments, various texts of
Scripture, and also inscriptions in regard to benefactions
to school funds.
Passing now through the chancel arch (Norman), the
visitor will notice, immediately
the right, a low squareheaded window, which has in the past been regarded as a
vulne or leper window, but modern scholars repudiate the
idea. The next window is considered by a distinguished
antiquary to be the " sacring" (or " angelus ") window.
The little round-headed window, over the priest's door,
contains some ancient glass, representing a shield (turned
upside down) with the arms of Radcliff (Ratcliff) and
Derwentwater. The Derwentwaters, from the time of
King John (1199-1216), held the manor of Bolton, while
the ancestors of Sir John de Derwentwater (about 1326)
founded the chantry in this church; hence the presence of
the arms aforesaid. The Ratcliffs succeeded the Derwentwaters as lords of the manor of Bolton.
Close to this door is the ancient (undated) oak chest,
originally fitted with three keys, thus requiring to be
opened simultaneously by the incumbent and the wardens,
and containing the church plate and documents.

on
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Turning westward the visitor will notice, in the quaint
little vestry, the skirting boards made of the old oak,
while the two delightful little windows have decorated
sandstone arches. Portions of the ancient oak may be
found also in the staircase leading up to the belfry, while
over the belfry door there seems to be evidence of what
was once a tiny window. The two bells bear the date
1693, while the two oak hat-racks in the gallery, which
was once used by the choir, recall the days when it was
the custom for men on entering the church for worship, to
hang up their hats (or caps) . The western arch was
recently opened out somewhat, and it seems a pity that
it has been banked up with a wall underneath.
A few words about the church plate. Doubtless some
old vessels are missing. Where, for instance, are the
pewter dish and plate," mentioned in the churchwarden's
account of 1686 as having been purchased for 2s. 3d. ?
The oldest vessel, reposing in the old oak chest, appears
to be a silver-plated chalice, 7i. inches in height, marked
Richard Constantine," and revealing evidences of repair.
Round it are inscribed the words, " The gift of George
Harrison, of Whitfield Brow, to the Inhabitants of Bolton,
for the Church." It has no date ; but we know that
George Harrison was living in Eden Grove (formerly called
Whitfield Brow) during the period 1786-1813, and was
elected churchwarden five times within that period. The
silver chalice, which is in regular use, was purchased in
London at a sale which contained the late Duke of
Cambridge's effects. Those who were in charge of the sale
stated that this chalice formerly belonged to the private
chapel of George III (1760-1820) . The Latin cross,
engraved on one side, is surmounted by the sacred monogram (" I.H.S."). It is 62 inches high, and the marks are
TL. lion, crown, N, head and bust of a man.
In regard now to the church registers. The oldest
volume was until 1917 just a roll of parchments stitched
"

0
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together and the whole fastened with rough string. It is
now a neatly bound book, and the entries have been
transcribed by Dr. Henry Brierley. Its Baptisms
number 432, its Burials 347, and its Marriages 96; total,
875 entries. They are not, however, written in chronological order. The earliest entry records a baptism in
1647; " The Christening of John Gibson son of John
Gibson and Grace his wife November (?) 1647." The
earliest burial entry is in 1662, and the earliest entry of a
burial in woollen is in 1686. And although the earliest
marriage is dated 1676, I have discovered an earlier one
still among the Transcripts : " Jo : Speding and ffrances
Bleamire married the 26 of June 1665." Of entries of
burials in woollen there are several in the Transcripts of
the date 1679.
During the last decade a most interesting volume of
churchwardens' accounts, covering the period 1707-1785,
has been happily restored to Bolton Church, together with
a copy of similar accounts from 1673 to 1707; so that we
now have access to some precious information about the
Church for a period of over a hundred years.
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