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ART. VI. —An Early Settlement near Askham. By
Dr. J. E. SPENCE.
Read at Carlisle, June 19th, 1934.

O

N Skirsgill Hill, to the north of the road leading from
Askham to Pooley Bridge, are the remains of an
early settlement comprising two enclosures, two groups
of early cultivation plots and a series of lynchets. One
enclosure is situated in the pasture lying between Coachclose and Highfield Plantations, while the other is 1,000
feet to the north-east in a small coppice on Skirsgill Hill.
The early cultivation plots are also in two groups, one
adjacent to the enclosure near Highfield Plantation and
the other in a shallow depression approximately half way
between the two settlements. There are also in Skirsgill
pasture two groups of lynchets and the foundations of
stone walls.
In Coachclose pasture 1,000 feet above ordnance datum,
is an outcrop of limestone running for 200 feet in a
northerly direction. Near Coachclose plantation it is
four feet high but it gradually tails out and then re-appears
zoo feet further north curving in an easterly direction.
It is around this second portion of the outcrop that the
enclosure ( A ") has been constructed, the outcrop
forming its northern boundary. The south-eastern
portion of the enclosure is a massively constructed wall,
six feet thick, with outer and inner faces of large boulders
between which has been a filling of turf or smaller stones.
The boulders forming the faces of the wall are Borrowdale
erratics and limestone blocks standing two feet six inches
high while some of the recumbent stones are three feet
six inches in length. In front of the wall there is a shallow
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ditch. The enclosure is divided into two portions by a
mound running from the south wall to the limestone
outcrop, the western portion (A. z) being about 5o feet in
diameter while the eastern part (A. 2) is a little larger.
The floor of both parts of the enclosure is of weathered
limestone and turf, the centre of each being a little below
the level of the surrounding ground. The entrance to the
area A. I is by an opening at the south-west corner. The
limestone outcrop forming the northern boundary of this
enclosure is three feet six inches high with a concavity
towards the south. Running across the arc formed by
the outcrop is a row of limestone blocks enclosing an area
nine feet six inches wide at the centre with an entrance
at the west five feet wide, the ground enclosed being
higher than the general level of the enclosure A. z. The
lay-out of the enclosure closely resembles some of the
early enclosures found on the limestone outcrop on the
sides of upper Wharfedale and Littondale in the West
Riding of Yorkshire and its appearance suggests that a
small dwelling has formerly existed within the enclosure
against the limestone outcrop.
The limestone outcrop on the north side of the enclosure
A. 2 fades out towards the east side where there is a well
marked entrance running alongside the eastern wall from
the north.
Behind the enclosures, on top of the limestone outcrop,
is a series of low grass grown mounds, running into the
edge of Highfield plantation and the adjoining part of
Skirsgill pasture, enclosing early cultivation plots.
In a shallow depression to the north-east in Skirsgill
pasture is another group of similar irregular cultivation
plots bounded by low banks. On the north side of these
plots are two groups of lynchets, one group approximately
130 feet long and 3o to 40 feet wide running north and
south abutting on the second group of longer lynchets
running south-west to north-east. Overlying these
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lynchets are the rigs and furrows of modern ploughing.
Running parallel to the long lynchets, 30o feet to the
north are the remains of a boundary wall which extends
from Highfield to Skirsgill plantation.
The second enclosure which lies in the coppice on
Skirsgill Hill is approximately circular in form, 120 feet
in diameter. It is surrounded by a low bank of earth and
stone seven feet thick and has an entrance on the east side.
The enclosure is divided into five areas by low mounds
running in from the surrounding wall. In the enclosing
mound on the south-west side is a hut circle (B. i)
fourteen feet in diameter. On the north-east side outside
the boundary wall, but connected with it, is another hut
circle (B. 2) fifteen feet in diameter, the wall foundations
showing a double circle of stones. The main enclosure
wall runs in a south-easterly direction for 7o feet from
this hut circle and then turns eastwards forming the
northern boundary of a trackway leading down to Don
Bottom where, at the bottom of the hill 50o feet away, is
a spring. The southern boundary of this trackway
terminates, opposite the bend in the northern boundary,
in a mound of stone.
On the brow of the hill to the south-west of the enclosure
is a depression (B. 3) which has the appearance of a hut
circle while near by are two other hollows (C. i and C. 2)
which are probably " Swallow holes " in the limestone.
On this side of the enclosure there are the foundations of
a wall, running obliquely down the hill side, on which
stand two old thorn trees.
From the northern side of the enclosure, foundations of
a wall run for 5o feet in a north-westerly direction and then
turn eastwards for 30o feet where they turn backwards
towards the enclosure for a short distance. 5o feet north
of this wall, running parallel between it and Skirsgill
plantation are the remains of another wall. To the north
beyond these walls is an extensive series of lynchets
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running from Skirsgill plantation eastwards along the
northern slope of Don Bottom. These lynchets are
twelve to fifteen inches high and on many of them stand
old thorn or ash trees. The distance between the lynchets
varies from 40 to 85 feet, the mean being 5o feet. At the
east end the lower lynchets terminate in an outcrop of
limestone above Don Bottom while those farther north
are continued beyond the boundary wall of Skirsgill
pasture. 1075 feet from Don Bottom, is an irregular pile
of stones probably a dump for stones cleared from the land
during cultivation.
On the open moor to the west, between Highfield and
High Winder plantations, are the foundations of two
walls (shown in the inset on the plan) which run parallel,
125 feet apart, in a south-westerly direction from the
boundary wall of Coachclose pasture. The walls extend
for 220 feet and are connected at the west end by a curved
wall to enclose a shallow depression in the moor. This
enclosure is divided into two parts by a mound running
at right angles to the main walls across which are
foundations of a smaller enclosure 47 feet long and 21 feet
wide. The entrance to this smaller enclosure is at the
east end near which a short wall 18 feet long runs parallel
to the north wall, 7 feet away from it. The walls of the
larger enclosure within the boundary wall of Coachclose
pasture have been destroyed by recent cultivation, but
the northern wall runs in the direction òf the wall which
has been described as running from Highfield to Skirsgill
plantation and was probably continuous with it. On the
moor to the north of this enclosure extending from High
Winder plantation through Coachclose pasture to Highfield plantation is a long " rake " where a surface vein of
mineral has been worked.
I was informed by Mr. Woof, agent to the Lowther
Estates Limited, that the land on Skirsgill Hill was
enclosed about 1840. I was permitted by him to inspect
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the Tithe Award of 1839 relating to Askham Parish which
also includes the village of Helton Flecket. On the plan
of Helton Flecket are very definite indications of the
medieval open field system of cultivation while on the
plan of Askham Village these indications are not so
definite but they certainly do not extend so far up towards
the moor as Skirsgill Hill.
The two settlements are early in type, probably of
approximately the same date as those near Crosby Ravensworth described by Mr. R. G. Collingwood in Vol. xxxiii
N.S. of the Transactions.
The long lynchets north of Don Bottom and south-west
of Skirsgill hill are Celtic in type, belonging to the period
subsequent to the introduction of the plough, while the
smaller irregular enclosure are Celtic cultivation plots of
an earlier date when the ground was tilled with a mattock
or digging-stick.
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