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ART. III.-A newly-discovered Roman road from Drumburgh to Kirkbride.

By R. L. BELLHOUSE.

Read at Carlisle, July gth, 1952.

I

N the spring of 1951, when scanning the 6-in scale
Ordnance Survey sheets for clues to the line of the
Roman road thought to have gone south from Bownesson-Solway,' the writer's eye was caught by a straight
track crossing the moss to east of the area with which
he was then concerned. Subsequent field-work established this track as the middle sector of a Roman road
which joined the fort at Drumburgh with the Roman
post for which there is evidence at Kirkbride.2 It seems
to have run in an almost straight line from Drumburgh
to the river Wampool, and this part is conveniently
covered by the 6-in. O.S. sheet Cumbd. XXV S.W.
A description of the course of the road and of the evidence
for its Roman date may now follow, the National Grid
references (in brackets and taken to 8 digits) being to
sheet 35 /25 of the 22-in. survey.
Good road material is scarce in this area of peat-hags,
and a supply of heavy stone for bottoming was unobtainable. The road therefore consists of a thickish spread
of shore-gravel capping an artificial agger or linear mound
of earth. If the causeway thus constructed was originally provided with side-ditches, as is highly likely in view
of the peaty ground which it traverses, these are not now
evident to the eye. The general line, obtained by joining together the bits that are at present recognisable as
surface-features, has as its terminal points Drumburgh
village on the Solway shore and the Wampool river at a
i, cw2 xxxi 1442 cwI iii 77.
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point 400 yards S.W. of a spot-level 23 (23705780),
where a ford is practicable. The subsoil is black alluvial
silt, except for two hummocks of boulder clay. The
boulder clay is good land and has long been intensively
cultivated : the silt is under shallow cultivation on its
fringes only, and is otherwise moss.
Drumburgh stands on one of the boulder clay
hummocks and there is no surface-evidence of the road
until the boulder clay ceases at the foot of the slope to
south-west and the black soil is reached. Hereabouts
(25655930), just after crossing the accommodation-road
to Walker House, a belt of gravel spread by ploughing
becomes visible in an arable field.' The spread is now
about 6o ft. wide, and persists for 26o yards to the end
of the field. The ribbon of white stone is conspicuous
against the dark soil, especially after rain. No remains
of a causeway are visible, the whole having been ploughed
and harrowed flat, but the silty soil contains no stone
except along the course of the road' (Fig. 1, 4).
The road now (25455915) enters an uncultivated moss,
and is at once evident for about 8o yards as a raised
causeway, with a gravel surface that can be felt by the
probe (Fig. 1, 5). There is no gravel on either side of it.
Beyond this point the road serves for nearly boo yards
as the foundation of a modern cart-track, 14 ft. wide.
The Roman metalling was, however, found by probe to
form a continuous band 6 or 7 ft. wide along the N.W.
verge of the cart-track (Fig. 1, 6).
At a place where the cart-track is crossed by a farmroad (25005875), the line of the Roman road crosses
cultivated land, again consisting of boulder clay. No
sign of the road is apparent for 35o yards, nor is probing
Cultivation notes, throughout, are for April 1951.
It should be remembered that the gravel fades out towards the northern
boundary of this field, which closes obliquely with a sod-built dyke on the
N.W.; judging by the gravel-content of rabbit-scrapes in the dyke hereabouts,
the dyke itself has been made of turf cut from the top-soil of the field, and the
Roman metalling has been thus removed — an explanation confirmed by the
absence of gravel in the rabbit-scrapes further S.W.
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FiG. i.—The Roman road from Drumburgh to Kirkbride.
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decisive because the boulder clay is in itself stony and
gives no intelligible response.
On the south-west side of the boulder clay island the
line enters virgin moss again (24805855), and the Roman
road stands out once more as a prominent mound, 25 ft.
wide. In this stretch, which is 200 yards long, the
causeway is made additionally conspicuous by a change
in vegetation, being marked by a line of whin-bushes
which contrast strongly with the heather on either side.
The mound has its usual surfacing of gravel, but is
occasionally used by farm-carts, and the Roman metalling
has been here and there capped by broken brick and other
rubbish (Fig. i, 8).
Crossing a hedge (24655850) the road then traverses
five or six cultivated strips within a distance of only 200
yards, and over all the strips a continuous ploughed-down
mound is visible, with soil differentiated by the usual
vivid admixture of gravel (Fig. i, 9).
For the next 400 yards the line of the road must correspond more or less with an old lane, which wanders
obliquely across its line and make recognition difficult.
But at a point where the parish-boundary turns at rightangles exactly on the lonning (24305825), a gravel spread
is again apparent in an otherwise stoneless field to northwest; and the belt of gravel is continuous across the field
for 25o yards on the same line as before (Fig. i, io).
Only one more field now remains before reaching the
public road on the north bank of the Wampool, and this
field, at the time when it was visited, was in grass and
therefore not responsive.
A projection of the line crosses the public road and about
25o yards of old estuarine brows (where survival of
vestiges would be most improbable) to the water of the
Wampool. Here (23905795) the writer met an angler,
wading. His information was significant. He reported
that the spot in which he was fishing was the only
place with a hard bottom for a considerable distance
up or down stream, though whether this bottoming is a
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natural feature or the remains or a built Roman fords is
still to be found out (Fig. i, ii).
The hamlet of Kirkbride clusters round its church on
the summit of the hillock 1,45o yards away. It and
Drumburgh are plainly visible from one another. It is
probable that the Roman road was making for a station'
on the same site as the church. The hill of Kirkbride is
of boulder clay, and at the time when it was visited, all
the fields to north-east of it were grass; but the ascent
to the hill-top is gentle and even, and, provided the further
course of the road is not blotted out by the public road
or the railway, it should not, under favourable conditions,
be difficult to ascertain.
The distance between Drumburgh and the Wampool
along the line thus traced is 3, 700 yards, of which 1,410
yards or 38% exhibit clear remains of a made road. The
gaps on the boulder clay hummocks are disappointing,
but by no means without parallel or inexplicable, and
cannot shake the authenticity of the visible remains, which
in course and character are indubitably Roman.
In conclusion, it is obvious that this road could not
have ended at Kirkbride. Its natural terminus would be
the Roman fort at Old Carlisle, near Wigton.' In this
direction the line of the modern road from Kirkbride to
Wigton commends itself as a likely course as far as
Oulton; but at Oulton the line is broken, and investigation on the spot by eye, probe, and enquiry has not so
far been rewarded. On the other hand, an air-photograph
taken by Dr. J. K. St. Joseph shows a road leaving the
fort at Old Carlisle for the north, and this road can still
be traced unmistakably for nearly a mile northwards
from the fort, to within the grounds of Highmoor. It is
not, however, aiming for Oulton.
Cf. CW2 XX1X 259 f.
The existence of a fort or fortlet at Kirkbride has never been proved by the
discovery of structural remains; but cf. Lap. Sep. 531 and 532 for graffiti on
samian ware found there.
7 Cf. CW2 li 20 and 35; CW1 iii 77, referring to Mackenzie Walcott, Guide to
the Lakes, 102.
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