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ART. VI.—A Viking spearhead from Kentmere. By
CLARE FELL, F.S.A.

Read at Penrith, July 3rd, 1956.

of the Viking period are few in our district,
R EMAINS
apart from many place-names and a number of

carved stones.' It is therefore of great interest to
illustrate here a splendid iron spearhead found in Kentmere in 1942, during digging for diatomite by the Cape
Asbestos Co. Ltd., and now published by courtesy of
Mr H. Elliott, their plant manager. The exact find-spot,
and the depth at which it lay in the old lake-bed, cannot
be determined, since the weapon was recovered at the
works, to which mechanically operated buckets had
brought the diatomite from the diggings for cleansing.
However, the approximate National Grid reference of the
find can be given as 34 /456028, about 4 mile WSW. of
Long Houses and a rather greater distance NNW. of
Millrigg farm.
The length of the spearhead (pl. I) is 34.3 cm. and its
present weight is 8 oz. The split socket has two engraved
lines near the mouth, and measures 10.7 cm. in length
up to a second pair of engraved lines which encircle it
at the point from which the shouldered blade springs.
The greatest width of the blade is 3.6 cm., and there is a
low midrib running from its base to its tip. The surface
of the blade shows clearly the herringbone and the wavy
lines known as "pattern welding", a feature which had
considerable popularity on the blades of swords and spears
of the Dark Ages.
This spearhead is related to Type M of Petersen's
classification,' a type which occurs in Norway in the
1 Cf. J. D. Cowen in CW2 xxxiv 166-187 and xlviii 73-76.
x Jan Petersen, De Norske Vikingesverd ( 1 9 1 9), 35 and fig. 25.
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1 1th century and seems to have spread there from
Sweden, and possibly also from Finland and Russia.
But the split socket does not generally appear on Viking
spearheads of Type M, though it is characteristic of AngloSaxon weapons, and the midrib is usually more
pronounced and the overall length greater in Viking
examples than in the Kentmere specimen. Mr David
Wilson, of the Department of British and Medieval Antiquities in the British Museum, has suggested to me that
the spearhead may even be an Anglo-Saxon copy of a
Viking weapon. A rather similar spearhead was found
at Camphill, near Bedale in Yorkshire, probably associated with a Viking sword of Petersen's Type L, for which
Shetelig postulates a late 9th century date.' From the
Historia de Sancto Cuthberto it is known that Tilred,
abbot of Heversham monastery, was preparing to transfer
as abbot to Norham on Tweed, on account of piratical
raids in Westmorland, before A.D. 915. 4 It may be that
these Viking raids of the early Toth century penetrated
the valleys as far as Kentmere, and that the spearhead
is a relic from that time.
The only early settlement known in Kentmere is the
small walled homestead on the eastern side of the valley,
above Millrigg faun. Excavations carried out in it in
1 935, not yet published, produced evidence of occupation
in the 2nd century A.D., and it is likely that a small
community continued to farm there until the coming of
the Vikings.'
Early in May 1955 a small boat, with dug-out keel and
five strakes on either side, was found during further
diggings by the Cape Asbestos Company.' The boat was
lifted on 7 September 1955; until analyses have been
made of the silt relating to it, and the "Carbon 14" test
has been applied to the wood from which it was made,
s H. Shetelig, Viking Antiquities of Great Britain and Ireland (1940), part iv,
15 and fig. 4.
4 RCHM Westmorland, p. xlix.
5 Ibid., pp. xxxiii and 13o f.
6 Cf. CW2 lv 322 f.
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it cannot be said whether the Viking spearhead here
described was contemporary with the boat. Neither peat
nor silt now adheres to the spearhead, so that it is impossible to relate this stray find to the pollen diagrams for
Kentmere recently worked out by Dr Donald Walker.'
I am grateful to Mr Elliott and Mr Wilson for their
help, and to Mr. H. Walwin of Gloucester for his excellent
photograph.
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