ART.

XI. —The Deeds of Burblethwaite Hall,* 1561-1828.

By G. P. JONES, M.A., Litt.D., with an Appendix
by ANNETTE BAGOT, F.S.A.

Read at Kendal, April 7th, 1962.

i. THE PROPERTY.
HE core of the property to which these deeds relate
was Burblethwaite, in the parish of Cartmel Fell and
near to the river Winster which is the boundary between
Lancashire and Westmorland. Though in time an extensive estate was gathered round it, Burblethwaite itself
was not very large, probably not much more than the
64 acres listed in the deed of 1632 (no. 3 in the following
list). These acres, with a garden, three orchards and
common pasture on Cartmel Fell, were the "farmhold"
of Burblethwaite Hall, and with them went the necessary
barn, stabling and other buildings. There were also some
small tenements, to be mentioned later. In addition to
the farm, however, there was a corn mill, driven by the
river Winster, with its machinery and kilns for drying
and malting. How old this mill was is unknown; it probably existed before 1632, and perhaps long before. There
is nothing in the deeds to show whether the farm and
the mill were in those days run as one concern. More
probably, as a rule, they were separate, the mill being
leased to a miller.
Besides the mill there was, at least as early as 1682,
an iron forge. The site was suitable, as things were in
those days, when coke could not be used for smelting or
refining iron and the fuel had to be charcoal. There were
woods in plenty near at hand to supply that, and the
Winster, perhaps, was used to work the bellows. The .

T

* We have to thank the possessor, Mr David Cleasby, for his kindness in
lending the deeds and permitting abstracts of them to be made and
printed.
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forge was still there in 1731 and it is known from the
parish register of Crosthwaite and Lyth that there was
a forgeman at Bowland Bridge in the 1730's. He was
Edward Cranage and, from information supplied by Dr
W. H. Chaloner of Manchester University, it appears
almost certain that he was an incomer from the ironworking district of Broseley, Shropshire. How long the
forge continued to be worked is not known. It is not
mentioned in the deed of sale to James Adam in 1812.
It will be noted that the first deed in the list, dated in
1561, speaks of the "demesne of Burblethwaite manor",
and the deed of 1812 of "the manor or reputed manor
of Burblethwaite". A comment in the margin of document no. 29, that Burblethwaite was not called a manor
before 1812 is, therefore, wrong; but the commentator
may nevertheless be right in implying that Burblethwaite
was not, in any strict sense, a manor at all. The claim
to manorial status perhaps depends on the fact that some
tenements owed customary services, namely carrying
loads of peat and giving one day's shearing every year
(deed no. 23) ; but there is no evidence that Burblethwaite
was ever a manor in the sense of having a manorial court
of its own, as Crosthwaite, for instance, had.
The estates which the proprietors of Burblethwaite
owned were, at least at times, considerable. The lands
which Anthony Knipe sold to Myles Shaw in 1613 for
£1,500, though it is not clear exactly what they included,
must have been extensive in view of what such a sum
meant at that time. Burblethwaite alone, when Myles
Shaw sold it in 1632, was thought worth £4.5o. William
Robinson, who bought it about 1700, had at his death
property in Whittington (Lancs.), Blawith, Lupton,
Staveley and elsewhere. His successor added Flodder and
other property in Crosthwaite and Lyth, and James Adam
had property in Cartmel, Beetham and Witherslack.
It is true that the price of Burblethwaite itself rose. It
was £45■ in 1632, £600 in 1661, £90o in 1682, £I,000
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in 1696, £1,34o* in 1710 and £6,000 in 1827. These are
not, of course, all prices for exactly the same thing. The
wood and timber were, no doubt, included in the earlier
sales but not in those of 1811 and 1827. The iron forge,
too, was not included then, since it probably no longer
existed. The machinery in the corn mill, in all likelihood,
changed between 1632 and 1827. The value of the estate
was also affected, no doubt, by the awards made in consequence of the Cartmel and Crosthwaite Enclosure Acts.
There was, perhaps, not much difference between the
property for which James Adam paid £9,570 in 1811 and
that which Thomas Atkinson bought for £6, 00o in 1827,
and the difference in price may well be explained in part
as a result of monetary inflation. Adam bought the
property in the year of Napoleon's Moscow campaign;
Atkinson bought it when prices had returned to something
like normality after the wars.
2. THE PROPRIETORS.
The proprietors who occur in these deeds can be listed
as follows :

Anthony Knipe : from 1561 or before to September 1613; but
probably the Anthony of 1613 was a son or other relative of
the Anthony of 1561.
Myles Shaw : 1613 to 1632.
Thomas Knipe of Greenholme : 1632 to 1661.
Thomas Knipe, son of the above : 1661 to 1682.
Sir Christopher Philipson of Crook Hall: 1682 to 1696.
William Sandys of Dale Park : 1696.
Francis Gwyn (for the Earl of Anglesey) : 1697 to 1710 /
William Robinson of Staveley : 1710 / i i to 1758.
John Robinson of Watermillock, probably nephew of the above :
1758 to 1796.
* Mr. A. R. Jabez-Smith points out in a letter that, in order to make
sense of deeds 8 to 12, it is necessary to suppose that some document,
dated between July 2682 and November 1696, is missing, and that by it
Philipson either made a settlement appointing Grahme and Gwyn as trustees
or else mortgaged Burblethwaite to them. Philipson, with their consent,
sold it to Sandys for f 1,000, of which Grahme lent him X5oo, and this loan
was secured by a lease to Robert Fowle, Grahme's nominee. Then the
mortgage was transferred to Gwyn, trustee for Lady Anglesey, and her
heirs sold the lease to Robinson, who, therefore, in order to be safe, paid
84o for the freehold reversion plus i5oo for the lease, making in all JJ1,34o.
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John Robinson, son of the above : 1796 to 1807.
John Hindson and Ann Robinson of Penrith: 1807 to 1811.
James Adam: 1811 to 1823 (subject to mortgage).
Thomas Atkinson of Brighton: 1827.

These proprietors belonged to social classes which in
the past were, or are commonly supposed to have been,
fairly distinct. The Knipes were gentry and Philipson
was a knight; but Myles Shaw and William Robinson
were yeomen. They were evidently pretty substantial
yeomen, and we may perhaps see in them enterprising
or fortunate members of their class who were better able
than most to rise through the ill-luck or imprudence of
their social superiors, such as Sir Christopher Philipson,
who had to borrow and, in consequence, to mortgage his
property. More than a century later James Adam was in
a desperate financial condition, since he died owing more
than £26,000. The reasons, as yet, are obscure. He lived
at one time at Brymbo Hall, Denbighshire, near to a
famous iron works, and later at Shifnall, Salop, an ironworking district. He was, moreover, a trustee of John
Wilkinson, possibly (and even probably) the famous ironmaster whose monument now stands in Lindal. It may
therefore be that Adam's affairs became involved through
investment or speculation in iron works.
On the relation between these proprietors and their
neighbours and tenants the deeds throw little light, but
one of them (no. 15) suggests that William Robinson,
yeoman, had a keen eye to his own advantage. Right
and reason were not, perhaps, all on the side of the
Crosthwaite people who broke down his hedges and objected to his weir, but he had evidently, in the opinion of
the arbitrators, pushed his boundary further out than he
should. It was not only proprietors, however, who erred.
Jenkinson, a Burblethwaite tenant in the years before
Atkinson's purchase, either could not or would not pay
his rent and had to be distrained upon and even imprisoned.
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3. GIVING POSSESSION.
In past times there was evidently a formal giving
possession, or seisin, either by the parties in person or
by their attorneys for the purpose, meeting somewhere on
the property in the presence of witnesses. In 1632 this
was done "in a close called Croft adjoining to the barn" ;
in 1661 and 1682 delivery was made "in an orchard
called the High Orchard".
4. NAMES OF FIELDS AND CLOSES.
In 1827 the names and areas of the Burblethwaite fields
and closes were set out as follows :
Bull Copy^Arable and Meadow
Thornithwaite Wood^Pasture
Breeches^
Arable
Thornithwaite^Pasture
Wheat Field^Arable
Croft Wood^ do.
Hagg^
Pasture
Hagg Wood^ do.
Yew Paddock^do.
Crab Tree Dale^Arable
Sawrey Mire^Pasture
Wallace Hill^ do.
Crooked Wood^Pasture
White Stone Dale^Arable
Great Meadow^Meadow
Broad Riggs^Arable and Meadow
Croft, including part of road, Arable
Lands round Mill, etc.^Arable and Pasture
Tom Paddock and Wood ^Meadow
Stack Yard, etc. and land
East of river Winster^Pasture
Dam Paddock and Dam^do.

Acres. Roods. Perches.

3
6

0

20

2

21

2

0

1i

8
5
1
3

o
0
o
0
0

3o

2

1
7

2

20

17
22

38
8
28
39

4
4

1
1
0

2

0

10

10

7

2

30

13

2

22

7

2

16

2

1

12

2

I

17

2

3

38

1
1

o

16

2

36

5. ABSTRACTS OF THE DEEDS.
I. Extract copied from Proceedings of Duchy of Lancaster
Office, relating to litigation between Anthony KNIPE, defendant, and Miles BRIGGS, in 1561.
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Miles Briggs' claimed a right to a messuage and eight acres,
called Brigge House, in Cartmel Fell, in accord with the
custom of tenant right in Cartmel.
Anthony Knipe pleaded that Brigg House and the 8 acres
were part of the demesne of Burblethwaite manor, of which
his father, William Knipe, was possessed. This William
Knipe, by a deed of 26 February 1532, put in as tenants
Thomas and Myles Barwyke, with a condition that after the
expiry of the tenancy, the property should return to William
Knipe and to his wife, Agnes, for life. Later (presumably)
William Knipe put in Thomas Briggs, father of the plaintiff,
as tenant at will, at a yearly rent. After the death of William
Knipe, Agnes, his widow, let the property on the same terms
to Thomas Briggs, and, on his death, to his son, the plaintiff.
When Agnes Knipe died, the property came to Anthony
Knipe, her son and heir.
Miles Briggs replied that there had been disputes about the
property between his ancestors and those of Anthony Knipe,
and that these were settled by arbitration on 5 May 1533,
the arbitrators' award being that Thomas Briggs and his
heirs should have the property for ever, according to the
custom of tenant right, and paying an annual rent of 7s.
and 12d. fine.
September 1613: a deed whereby Anthonie KNIPE, of
Cartmel Fell, gentleman, for I,5oo sold to Myles Shawe,
of Cartmel Fell, yeoman, all Knipe's lands, tenements etc. in
Cartmel Fell, Cartmel or elsewhere, to hold of the chief
lord of the fee. Anthony Knipe appoints as his attorneys
Robert Pull, yeoman, and William Shawe, of Cartmel Fell,
yeoman.
Burblethwaite is not named in this deed but was presumably
included in the sale. The deed is endorsed with a memorandum in Latin showing that the property was delivered in
18 September 1615, the witnesses being James Harrison,
Robert Fisher and Gilbert Steill. A second memorandum
records that possession was likewise given of a tenement
called Myresydhall in a close called the Close before the

2. 12

' This Miles Briggs was almost certainly the man whose name is scratched
in the glass in the east window of Cartmel Fell church. In 1509 he was
granted a pardon, for what offence is not stated. He was then described as
Miles a Briggis or Brigges of Calmyre, i.e. Cowmire. On 12 March 1 554 he
was agi.in pardoned, and again for what offence is not known. He was then
described as "late of Crostewhate, marchaunte, alias late of Colymer Hall
in the parish of Heversham, chapman, alias son and heir of Thomas Brigges,
late of Cartmelfell, marchaunt, deceased." (Letters and Paters . . . Henry
VIII, vol. I, part i, p. 232 and Calendar . . .Patent Rolls, 1553-4, P. 419.)
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yeat ... late in the possession of William Knype and also
"of a Burgés and a garth in Flucborrowe", late in the
possession of Anthony Knype, the rent being 4s. to the
Lord [of the manor] .
3. io September 1632. A deed whereby Myles SHAWE of
Burblethwaite hall in Cartmel Fell, gentleman, sells for
L450 to Thomas KNIPE, of Greenhome in Furness, gentleman, for ever, his messuage, tenement and farm called
Burblethwaite hall. The property consisted of one garden,
three orchards, a water corn mill, a kiln, 3o acres of land,
io acres of meadow, 12 acres of pasture, 12 acres of wood,
more or less, common of pasture for all manner of cattle in
Cartmel and Cartmel Fell, houses, edifices, buildings, barns,
stables, dovehouses, mosses, waters, fishing etc. John Knipe
and James Harrison are named as his attorneys.

4.

An endorsement records that the deed does not include "a
meadow called little holme, which Myles Shaw did compound for with Christopher Garnett since his bargain made
with Anthony Knipe."
Witnesses : Robert (?) Curwen, James Thornton, Thomas
Fletcher, Charles (?) Harris.
9
October
1632. A deed whereby Anthony KNYPE of
2
Cartmell Fell, gent., for ,,-45o paid to Myles SHAWE of
Burblethwaite, gent., by Thomas KNYPE of Greenehome
in Fourness, sells to Thomas Knype Burblethwaite (as
described in deed number 3). He appoints as his atto rn eys
John Knype, of Rampsyde, gent. and Lawrence Parke, of
Milnewoode, yeoman.
Endorsement : A memorandum that possession was given
by Anthony Knype to Thomas Knype in a close called Croft,
adjoining to the barn.
Witnesses : Charles Harris, James Harrison, Robert Fisher.

5. 18 July 1661. An agreement between Thomas KNIPE, of
Burblethwaite, gent., and his son, Thomas KNIPE, whereby
the father, for f600 paid to him by the son, sells him
Burblethwaite. The property is described as containing a
garden, three orchards, a water corn mill, kiln, 3o acres of
land etc. etc. as in deed no. 3, and also tenements in Cartmel
and Cartmel Fell yielding a yearly rent of L3. 14. o.
Endorsement : A memorandum that delivery was made in
an orchard called the high orchard.
Witnesses : Myles Harrison, James Harrison, George Swainson, George Postlethwaite.
N
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6. 27 July 1682. An agreement whereby Thomas KNIPE of
Burblethwaite Hall, gent., for 90o sells to Sir Christopher
PHILIPSON of Crooke Hall, Crooke, Kirkby Kendal,
knight, the Burblethwaite Hall property, including corn mill,
iron forge and tenements in several hands yielding a yearly
rent of 14s. The sale includes water courses, fishing places,
fishings, mill dams, mill hawes, winnowing places, floodgates, stanks, banks, races, runners etc.
Endorsement : Delivery made personally in the High Orchard.
Witnesses : Edw. Topham, Nicholas Wilson, Isaac Bateman,
Rowland Dawson, Thomas Dixon.
7. 28 July 1682. Conveyance by Thomas KNIPE of Burblethwaite Hall property to Sir Christopher PHILIPSON.
Witnesses as in deed no. 6.
8. 9 November 1696. A mortgage agreement, the parties being
(1) Sir Christopher Philipson, the hon. James Grahme of
Bagshott Park, Surrey, and Francis Gwyn of Landsanner,
Glamorgan, 2 (2) William SANDYS of Dale Park in Furness
Fell, and (3) Robert Fowle of London, goldsmith. SANDYS
contracted to buy the Burblethwaite Hall property for
Li,000, paying 5oo. The remaining 5oo is to be secured to
Grahme by a mortgage on the property. The property is by
this deed set to Fowle for 50o years at a pepper corn rent;
but if Sandys or his executors, heirs etc. should pay X515,
the lease is to be of no effect.
9. Io November 1696. Agreement between Sir Christopher
Philipson, hon. James Grahme and Francis Gwyn on one
part and William Sandys on the other, whereby for 5s. paid
by Sandys he is to have the Burblethwaite property at a
pepper corn rent for one year.
Io. II November 1696. An agreement between Sir Christopher
PHILIPSON on one part the hon. James Grahme and
Francis Gwyn on the second, and William SANDYS on the
third. The Burblethwaite property is sold to William
SANDYS for I,000 to be paid by Sandys to Grahme and
Gwyn, L50o in hand and L50o at the sealing of the deeds.
2 Francis Gwynn, born 1648 or 1649, son and heir of Edward Gwynn of
Llansannor, Glamorgan, entered Christchurch, Oxford, 1666, and became
a student of the Middle Temple, 1667. Between 1673 and 1727, sat in fifteen
parliaments; a friend of Rochester; was Secretary at War in 1713-14. By
marriage acquired Ford Abbey estate in Devon and died there in 1734. His
son, also Francis Gwynn, died without issue (Dictionary of Welsh Biography
and D.N.B.).
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1

1. if November 1696. For .i,000 paid by William Sandys to
James Grahme and Francis Gwyn, Sir Christopher PHILIPSON releases the Burblethwaite property to William
SANDYS

12,

11 May 1697. An agreement between the hon. James Grahme
of Bagshott Park, Surrey, and Robert Fowle, of London,
goldsmith, on the one part and Francis Gwyn, of Landsanner, Glamorgan, on the other. By a deed of 9 November
1696 or thereabout, the Burblethwaite property came into
the hands of Robert Fowle for 500 years to be held in trust
for James Grahme, with a provision that should Sandys pay
Grahme X515 this long lease should end. By a deed of the
same date William 'Sandys bound himself in the sum of
i,000 to pay the amount of Z-515 by 10 May 1697. The
amount, however, was not paid, so that the property came
to Fowle. In consideration of -500 paid by Francis Gwyn to
James Grahme, and 5s. to Fowle, the Burblethwaite property
passes to Francis Gwyn for Soo years.
Endorsement : A deed signed by Francis Gwyn and Lord
Anglesey, and dated 6 February 1710/ i1, recording that the
500 mentioned above was the money of Lady Katherine
Darnley, 3 who afterwards married James, Earl of Anglesey.
By an order in Chancery, Lord Anglesey became entitled
\to the Soo and he left it by will to his brother, Arthur
Annesley, who succeeded him as Lord Anglesey. He contracted
with William ROBINSON for the sale of the Burblethwaite
property to Robinson for L84o.

13. zo February 1718. A deed whereby Bryan PHILIPSON of
Hodgehill in the parish of Cartmel sells to William ROBINSON of Stanley (? Staveley) in the same parish, for 10
"all that piece or parcel of meadow ground commonly called
and known by the name of Holme ... at the east end of
a meadow belonging to Burblethwaite demesne . . . on the
east side adjoining to the river called Winster Pool ... being
by estimation half an acre or thereabouts."
A receipt for Rio signed by Brian Philipson.
3 Lady Katherine Darnley is said to have been the illegitimate daughter
of James II by Catherine Sedley, though F. J. A. Skeet (Life of the Rt.
Hon. James Radcliffe, Third Earl of Derwentwater, 1929, p. 22) suggests
that her father was not the King but James Grahme of Levens. She
married James Annesley, 5th Earl of Anglesley, in 1699 and, because of
his cruelty, was separated from him by Act of Parliament 12 June 1701.
Her husband died in the following year and was succeeded by his brother
John, who died in September 1710, when the next brother, Arthur Annesley,
succeeded as 7th earl. C.R.H.
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Memorandum that delivery was made on the day named.
Witnesses : Robert Swainson, John Swainson, James Birkett.
14. A paper, very creased and part perished, directed to Mr Wm.
Robinson of Staveley in Cartmel, to be left at Mr Willm.
... iggs shop in Kirkby Lonsdale.
The first two pages are an abstract of deeds no. 6, 8, 9, io,
I1 and 12 above with others of 24 and 25 June 1708, together
with an opinion, dated 12 Jan. 170o, signed by Nathaniel
Pigott of the Inner Temple : "I cannot advise Mr Robinson
the intended purchaser to proceed in this purchase until it
be made appear how Mr Tho. Knipe was intitled and what
settlements were ,made by him and his father. But when
these things shall be cleared Mr Robinson will be safe against
the wife of Sandys by paying 5oo and keeping the mortgage
term on foot."
The third page is a letter, dated 13 January 1710 and signed
by Geo. Wilson :
"Here a a copy of my abstract of the title and of our counsel
Mr Pigott's opinion thereon which I could not obtain till
yesterday. I have not great regard to your last 2 letters (for
the things you write of are but trifles) but now in plain
English the purchase must be at a stand unless the Earl or
Mr Annesley will remove this objection by finding out the
old title deeds & settlements which I fancy to be in the
custody of Mr Pigeon's trustees who bought the bulk of
L(ady?) Kitty's estates and so I have informed Mr Annesley
this day. I remember Mr J. Knipe's wife and that she was
a good sightly woman. Pray inquire whose daughter she
was, and whether she had any and what jointure or settlement and whether she's now living. I am sure they continued
in possession of Burblethwaite long after Sir Christopher
Philipson's deed of purchase which is dated in July 1682.
I am well satisfied that Mr Gwynne (who by the way is a
man of value) stands a trustee for Lord Anglesey as to the
5oo years term which he is . . . (crack in the paper) . . . goes
but you shall certainly hear from me again in ... (edge
perished) . . . and pray pardon me that I could not write
to you per last. You c(an?) depend upon it that in the
main I do and shall take as much ... care of you than if
it were my own affair
For I am yours faithfully

Geo Wilson"
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15. 25 September 1731. Disputes had arisen between William
ROBINSON of Cartmel Fell, yeoman, and various people —
Thomas Steel of Crosthwaite, clerk, Isaac Cartmel of
Crosthwaite, yeoman, and several other inhabitants of
Crosthwaite, about a piece of land near the Corn Mill and
Iron Forges at Burblethwaite and also about Robinson's
claim to pasture stock on Crosthwaite Common. The dispute
was referred to arbitrators, mutually acceptable, namely
Myles Sandys of Graythwaite, Esq. and John Fletcher of
Holker, gent.
Their award: i . that "William Robinson shall at the North
End of the said ground lying between the two streams
aforesaid erect and make his fence from the south east
corner of his wood behind the said forge in the several places
southward where it was erected before the same was lately
demolished by the inhabitants of Crosthwaite aforesaid."
2.
William Robinson shall at the south end of the said
parcel of ground encompassed by the said two streams remove his fence and the water fleak to the place where they
anciently stood and were fixed." 3. "... the remainder of
the said parcel of ground in question shall continue to be
enjoy'd as part of Crosthwaite Common." 4. "We further
award to the said William Robinson right of common for his
sheep and other cattle on the said Crosthwaite Common
and a right of delving sods on the said common for repairing of the dams as the owners and tenants of Burblethwaite
aforesaid have at any time heretofore held and enjoyed the
same respectively." 5. "William Robinson shall have liberty
to make such weir at the head of the west stream that runs
between the said ground in question and the said mill as
shall prevent the said mill wheel being set in backwater,
but not so as to turn the whole stream of water down the
east course." 6. All parties to pay their own costs.
"

16.

2 July 1758. (Copy.) The will of William ROBINSON of
Burblethwaite Hall. Freehold and other lands in Whittington, Lancs. are left to his nephew William Bordrigg, gent.
Property in Blawith to go to his nephew John Robinson of
Watermealock, Graystoke, Cumberland, as well as property
in Lupton, though the rents are to be paid to his sister
Margaret Halhead, widow, and her daughter Sarah. Property
in Staveley in Cartmel goes to his nephew John Robinson of
Newby Bridge, but charged with payments of L5oo to his
brother John Robinson of Watermealock and William Robinson, clerk. The remaining property in Lancs., Yorks. and
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Westmorland goes to his brother John Robinson, but with
charges on it for the benefit of other relatives. Presumably,
therefore, Burblethwaite went to John Robinson of Watermealock.
17. ro January 1767. (Copy.) The will 4 of John ROBINSON of
Watermealock. No mention of Burblethwaite.
18. 14 April 1778. (Copy.) The will of Elizabeth Robinson, widow
of John Robinson of Watermillock. No mention of Burblethwaite.
19. 23 July 179o. Will of John ROBINSON of Watermillock.
Sets up a trust for the selling of his estates.
23 January 1796. Codicils to the will.
20. A long document in 40 large sheets of paper. It is concerned
with the title of the trustees, under the will of John Robinson (Deed no. 19, above), to (a) Burblethwaite Hall, and
(b) certain pieces of land in Crosthwaite and Lyth.
The first 10 pages amount to an abstract of deeds nos. 2 to
13 above, and the following pages contain abstracts of nos.
16 to 19. Much of the document is concerned with a long
and complicated business of Chancery proceedings and
mortgages not, apparently, related to Burblethwaite. It
would appear however the Robinson estate was extensive.
(i) 5 November 1712. James Grahme of Levens, lord of the
manor of Crosthwaite and Lyth, sold to Thomas Wilson of
Troutbeck, yeoman, 2 closes of arable and meadow, estimated at 3 acres, at Tarnside. They were known as Ba rn
Close and Ulthwaite or Owthwaite. They were sold to Wilson
free of customary obligations but subject to a yearly rent
of is. 2d., as a fee simple estate.
26 December 1719.Thomas Wilson sold these two closes for
L5o to William ROBINSON of Burblethwaite.
(ii) In various ways John ROBINSON acquired Grasgarth
(Grisgarth or Girsgarth), Flodder, Rusmickle and grounds
called Cock Close and Peat Riggs in the manor of Crosthwaite
and Lyth. 5
4 Proved in the Archdeaconry of Richmond in 1759.

5 These properties were acquired from Tobias Knipe, of Flodder, gent.,
or his heirs. His will, dated 15 October 1739 and proved 25 January 1742,
mentions his freehold and customary property in Lyth, i.e. Flodder, Cragg,
Drawewell, Rusmickle, Girsgarth and Johnscales. He had mortgaged Johnscales in 1735/ 6 to John Dobson of Watermillock, gent., who died in
1742 when the sum of .40o was due to John Robinson of Watermillock
in right of his wife. It was ordered in 1746 that Knipe's estate and John-
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The real estate of the elder John ROBINSON decended to
his eldest son and heir, also called John ROBINSON, who
died 23 June 1807. He had inherited also the real estate of
his mother.
21. 4 August 1809. Document relating to arbitration as between
litigants in connection with the will of John Robinson.
Includes an order "that it be admitted and undisputed that
the testator ... was of sound mind ... and the several
codicils ... were duly executed by him."
22. 1809 Award to Burblethwaite under the Cartmel Enclosure
(certified abstract in a letter dated 28 November 1827).
"we allot and set apart for John Robinson Esqre of Water
Millock a certain parcel of Ground near Burblethwaite Haw
containing ... Forty Acres and one rood bounded on the
East by Ancient Inclosures and the Winster road, on the
West by ancient Inclosures and allotments herein awarded to
James Barker and the Kendal road, on the North by an
Allotment herein awarded to William Gibson and Ancient
Inclosures and on the South by Ancient Inclosures and an
Allotment herein awarded to Esther Dodgson.
"And We do hereby order and direct that the said John
Robinson . . . shall make and for ever after keep in repair
so much of the Fence on the East and the West sides thereof
as adjoins upon the roads also so much of the Fence on
the North side thereof as adjoins upon the Allotment of the
said Wm. Gibson and also so much of the Fence on the
south side thereof as adjoins upon the Allotment of the
said Esther Dodgson which said mentioned Allotment is
situate within the division or Chapelry of Cartmel Fell."
scales should be sold, and on 3o November 1746 John Robinson bought
Johnscales for X720.
The relationship of the later Robinsons is indicated in the following
table:
John Robinson of Watermillock House, = Elizabeth Dobson
1696-1784
1689-1767^

I^

John Robinson Alice = Richard William Elizabeth Jane= John Raw
1722-1807^1721^Hindson 1724-1772 1727-1796 172g- in
1810 1766
(in 1748)^
John, born 1751
Margaret^Barbara = Anthony Harrison ^Ann
1731-1826^1732-1806^in 1763^1738-1818
C.R.H.

tcwaas_002_1962_vol62_0014

184

THE DEEDS OF BURBLETHWAITE HALL

2 3. 1 5

July 1812. A deed whereby John HINDSON 6 of Penrith,
Esq., and Miss Ann ROBINSON of Penrith (legatee under
John Robinson's will) lease Burblethwaite for one year to
James ADAM of .Runcorn, Cheshire, Esq. and James Smith
of London.

The property, described as "the manor or reputed manor",
included several tenements yielding between them a yearly
rent of 14s. =od. :
A messuage and tenement called Blewit, occupier John
Orrnandy : yearly rent 6s. 8d. and is. mill rent; subject to
a customary service, leading 6 carts of peat and one day's
shearing annually.
Pool Garth Nook, occupier Mary, wife of Robert Greenwood;
rent, 3s. 8.d. and is. mill rent; service of leading 6 carts of
peat and one day's shearing.
Thorneythwaite, occupier John Allanley, clerk; rent 2s.; boon
or customary service of leading 3 carts of peat and one day's
shearing.
Tenement at or near Greenthorn, occupier Esther, wife of
Thomas Thorn'barrow, clerk; rent 2S. 6d. with customary
service leading 3 carts of peat and one day's shearing, and
a yearly render of 2 ozs. pepper.
The above were all subject to a fine, of nine times the annual
money rent, on a change of lord or the death of a tenant or
alienation of the holding. They also owed a heriot, of the
best "good" (i.e. chattel) on the death of a tenant leaving
a widow.
It also included :
A close called Beigham field, occupier William Higgin,
6 This John Hindson was probably the nephew of John Robinson who
died in 1807. The will (dated 18 June 1785 and proved 5 June 1787) of
Richard Hindson, of Penrith, tanner, mentions his wife, Alice, his sons,
William and Richard, and his daughters, Mary Hindson and Jane Addison.
These children are bequeathed legacies totalling 2,22o "in full satisfaction
for their legacies bequeathed by wills of William Robinson of Burblethwaite, gentleman, deceased, of John Robinson late of Watermillock,
gentleman, deceased, and also of John Hindson their grandfather." The
residue was to go to his son, John Hindson. Richard Hindson died on
4 January 1787 in his 67th year, and Alice, his widow, on 18 January 1809
aged 87.
Tom Rumney of Melfell, writing on 7 July 1796 (A. W. Rumney,
From the Old South Sea House, 1914, p. 32) speaks of a letter, written at
Watermillock on 27 June by his brother, wherein "he mentions a singular
circumstance respecting Mr Robinson of Watermillock, who, he says, has
sold the whole of that estate to his youngest sister, Nanny, in order to
deprive the heir at law of it, whose name is Hutchinson and who has
received a college education and is intended for a clergyman, and is not
reported to have given his friends any reason to be displeased with his
conduct." C.R.H.
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Barker, freehold tenant; subject to a render of 4 ozs. pepper
yearly and is. mill rent.
Chapel House, occupier Robert Greenwood; annual render
5 ozs. pepper.
Divers lands occupied by Elizabeth Dodgson, widow, freehold tenant; annual render, 3 ozs. pepper.
Divers lands at Hubbarsty head, occupier Thomas Atkinson,
freehold tenant; annual render, 2 ozs. pepper.
Also :
Burblethwaite Hall; orchards, gardens etc., 2 acres 34
perches.
Lady Field, 2 acres 24 perches. Copy, 3 acres. Lady Brow
and wood, 3 roods 24 perches.
Thornythwaite wood, 8 acres 14 perches.
Hagg and Hagg wood, 5 acres 2 roods 3 perches.
Wheat field, 4 acres 3 roods 37 perches.
Thorneythwaite, 8 acres I rood II perches. Cornthwaite
field, 2 acres 2 perches.
Lamb Close, 7 acres i rood 32 perches.
White Stone Dales, 7 acres 3 roods 19 perches.
Broad Riggs, 7 acres, 2 roods 37 perches.
Sawney Mire, 4 acres i rood 18 perches. Crooked Rood, 2
acres z rood 8 perches.
Wallis field, 3 acres 2 roods 26 perches. Great Meadow and
Nichol Meadow, 12 acres 3 roods 14 perches.
Wood in Nicholl head, i rood 26 perches.
Intack, 5 acres z rood 16 perches. New Allotment, 41 acres
z rood.
These altogether contained 13o acres 3 roods 25 perches,
occupied as tenant by Jacob Crow.
Also :
A water corn mill, with engines, machinery etc., drying
kiln, malt kiln.
Land round the mill, i acre 22 perches. Mill field, i acre
2 roods 22 perches.
Wood, i acre i rood 19 perches.
Tom Paddock or Parrock, 3 roods, and part of same i rood
22 perches.
The above altogether amounted to 5 acres i rood 5 perches,
occupied as tenant by Mark Crow.
Also :
Owthwaite or Ulthwaite, in Crosthwaite, 4 acres; tenant,
Jacob Crow.
Allotment of common land in Crosthwaite and Lyth :
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Allotment against Low Millroad, i acre 2 roods 22 perches.
Another ditto, 2 roods.
Allotment against Mill Dam, 3 roods 15 perches.
Low Mill near Burblethwaite, 38 acres 36 perches.
Allotment between Ulverstone road and Hartbarrow, 120
acres 3 roods 20 perches.
The above, amounting to 162 acres 13 perches, occupied as
tenants by Jacob Crow, Mark Crow and James Adam.
Total extent, 302 acres I rood 3 perches.
Included in the estates were houses, outhouses, dovehouses
etc., moss dale and moss room in Simpson Ground on Cartmel
Fell.
24. 16 July 1812. Twelve large sheets of parchment, engrossed.
In effect, a recital of the deeds necessary to prove the title
of James ADAM and a conveyance of the Burblethwaite
property to him.
In consequence of the will of John Robinson, the property
was sold by auction at Kendal in September 1811, the purchaser being James ADAM, who paid É9,570 for the land
etc. and J1, roo for the wood and timber, making Io,67o
in all. From the schedule of writings it appears that John
Robinson was admitted, at the manor court of Crosthwaite
and Lyth, to Rusmickle tenement 7 February 1757 and to
Gisgarth, Flodder, Cock Close and Peat Briggs on 7 September 1757. John Hindson (Robinson's son in law) was admitted
to Flodder, Gisgarth, Cock Close and Peat Briggs (? read
Riggs) on 2 June 1808 and to Rusmickle on a date not given.
25. II November 1815. James ADAM, late of Runcorn, Cheshire,
then of Brymbo Hall, Denbighshire, and his trustee James
Smith, let the Burblethwaite property for one year at a
peppercorn rent to Thomas Townend of Manchester, William
Melville of Nottingham and Saloman Reinhold of Manchester.
26.

12 November 1816. James ADAM and his trustee release the
Burblethwaite property to Messrs. Townend, Melville and
Reinhold (trustees of J. C. Townend deceased) on account
of a mortgage of X5,000.

27. Statement in 18 paper pages headed "Abstract of Mortgage
from James Adam, Esq., to the Trustees of the late John
Close Townend deceased."
This contains abstracts of many of the deeds catalogued
above, down to nos. 25 and z6. It appears that in February
1815 John ADAM borrowed 5,000 from Thos. Townend and
released to him and his trustees land in Nether Methop; the
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security was later changed to Burblethwaite, with proviso
that Adam could redeem it on payment of ,,5,000 with
lawful interest.
28. 15 July 1823. Copy of will of James ADAM of Shifnall,
Salop. He was a trustee of the estate of John Wilkinson,
deceased and provides that part of his estate should be
transferred to that trust if necessary as a result of Chancery
proceedings in which he was a defendant. Otherwise, property acquired by him not as a Wilkinson trustee was to be
sold and the proceeds divided into seven equal shares. One
was for the benefit of his wife, Mary Adam; one each for his
five children — Samuel Smith Adam, Frances Adam, John
James Adam, Adam Fitz Adam and Mary Adam, and one
for the benefit of his two sisters.
29. A paper document, 58 large pages, headed "Abstract of the
title to the manor or reputed manor of Burblethwaite the
Burblethwaite Hall and mill estates & other premises situate
in the Counties of Lancas ter & Westmorland late belonging
to Jas. Adam Esq. deceased."
This contains an abstract of the deeds from 9 November
1696 on, and gives particulars much as in deed no. 23, above.
There is a marginal note on page i : "There is no distinct
evidence of any manor, and the first time it appears described
as a manor is in 1812."
On p. 52 is a statement that Commissioners appointed by
Acts of 57 George III c. 34 and c. 124 in 1817 lent James
Adam 35,000 in Exchequer Bills, for repayment of which
he gave a bond of É7o,000; he applied for extension of time
to pay but at his death in 1823 was still X26,216. I's. 3d. in
debt. He being a king's debtor, his property was taken into
the king's hand and ordered to be sold.
3o. 20 August 1827. Printed particulars and conditions of sale,
at Kendal in the King's Arms.
The property was offered in 21 lots, as follows :
1. Burblethwaite Hall and Farm (131 acres 15 perches) including timber supposed worth .636. Most of the land
occupied by James and Henry Mason, yearly tenants.
2. Water Corn Mill, with kilns, barn, outbuildings etc.
Land, 2 acres 1 rood 17 perches. Three closes between
river Winster and Low Fell road; 5 acres 3 roods Io
perches. Occupied by Geo. and Wm. Jenkinson, on a
lease expiring in 1829.
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3. Three closes of pasture in Crosthwaite, east side of Low
Fell road; iz acres 5 perches. Occupied by Geo. and
Wm. Jenkinson, on a lease expiring in 1829.
4. Four closes in Crosthwaite adjoining south side of old
Kendal Turnpike road; 26 acres 7 perches. Occupied by
Geo. and Wm. Jenkinson on lease expiring 1829.
5. Flodder Farm : 8 acres orchard; 57 acres 3 roods i perch
arable and pasture; timber estimated at Li81. 13s. 4d.
Occupier, Wm. Long, yearly tenant.
6. Three closes (Savin Hill, Swan Nest, Long Acre) on
east bank of Lythe Pool; 13 acres 2 roods 19 perches.
Occupier, Wm. Long, year to year tenant.
7. Three closes arable and pasture, partly adjoining Lyth
Pool and partly Newbridge-Crosthwaite road; 16 acres
2 roods 32 perches. Occupier, Edward Metcalfe, year
to year.
8. One close pasture, 3 acres i rood 28 perches along Newbridge-Crosthwaite road. Occuper, Edward Metcalfe, year
to year
9. Small piece freehold land, 2 acres 3 roods zo perches,
along same road. Same occupier as 8.
1o. Pasture, 6 acres 28 perches, along some road. Same
occupier as 9.
11. Witherslack : 17 acres i rood 2 perches; south-east side
of Carnforth-Greenodd road. Unoccupied.
12. Freehold pasture; 3 acres i rood 27 perches; adjoining
Spa road. Occupier, Thos. Addison, year to year.
13. Small freehold, arable, 4 acres • 12 perches, in Witherslack. Occupier, Thos. Addison, year to year.
14. Freehold farm in Witherslack : 53 acres 3 roods 23
perches; timber worth .L'o. Occupier, Thos. Addison,
year to year.
15. Freehold pasture in Witherslack adjoining Strickland
Hill road; 4 acres 3 roods 24 perches. Occupier, Thos.
Addison, year to year.
16. Nether Methop Farm in Beetham parish; 276 acres 3
roods 35 perches. Timber and coppice estimated at
L4,3 6 5. Occupier, Peter Crompton, Esq.
17. Holme Island in Morecambe Bay; pasture io acres 1 rood
15 perches. Timber estimated at L403. 8s. 5d. Unoccupied.
18. Freehold; Herbert's Moss; near Wilson House, Cartmel;
8 acres I rood 35 perches; timber estimated at Lzo.
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Occupied in part by John Wilkinson trustees and in
part by Mary Tart, year to year.
19. Sinking Green Lands; Cartmel; freehold meadow; 2 acres
2 roods 12 perches. Occupied by John Wilkinson trustees,
year to year.
20. Sinking Green Lands; freehold meadows; Cartmel; 17
acres 5 perches. Occupied by John Wilkinson trustees.
21.

Blewith allotment including plantation, Broughton, Cartmel; 4o acres 8 perches. Timber estimated at p343. 1os.
6d. Occupier, Wm. Robinson, year to year.

31. 25 January 1828. Certificate by order of King's Remembrancer showing that at the above sale, Thomas Atkinson,
of Brighton, Sussex, bid L6,000 for Lot I and I,70o for lots
2, 3 and 4.
32. 8 July 1828. 9 large parchment sheets engrossed. Sale of
Burblethwaite estate to Thomas ATKINSON, Esq.
Documents connected with the ADAM title and sale of property :
33• II July 1827. Copy of award, 14 June 1815, under Heversham
Enclosure. ". . . award unto James Adam Esquire . . . piece
. . .. on Low Fell . . . containing one acre two roods and
twenty two perches bounded on or towards the east and
south by ancient inclosures on or towards the west by the
parish of Cartmel and on or towards the north by Low Fell
Road . . . the fences against Low Fell Road shall be made
. . . and repaired by . . . James Adam . . . One other allotment . . . on Low Fell containing two roods bounded .. .
towards the north by Bolland Beck Quarry . . . the fences
against the said road and quarry shall be made . . . by . . .
James Adam. . . One other allotment . . . near Bowland
Bridge . . . three roods and fifteen perches bounded . . .
towards the north by an allotment herein awarded to Tamar
Walker . . . towards the south by an allotment herein
awarded to William Gibson ... the fences ... against Tamar
Walker's allotment . . . shall be made . . . by . . . James
Adam . . . One other allotment situate near Bowland Bridge
on Low Fell ... twelve acres and twelve perches ... bounded
on or towards the east by allotments ... awarded ... James
Adam and Mary Harrison of Kendal . . . One other allotment
... on Low Fell ... twenty six acres and twenty four perches
bounded on or towards the east by allotments . . . awarded
to John Cartmel and Thomas Pearson on or towards the
west by Ulverstone Road Bowland Bridge Quarry and land
awarded to Tamar Walker . . ."
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34.

August 1827. Description of properties as in printed deed
no. 30, above.
22

35. 8 July 1828. Agreement by John Wakefield Esq. of Kendal
that he will make available to Thomas ATKINSON at need
the deeds relating to Gisgarth, Flodder etc.
36. 1828 (?) . A King's Remembrancer document in the King v.
Adam litigation. In order to determine the amounts due to
the Townend Trustees and to Thomas Atkinson, a statement
given of receipts and expenses by the Trustees. Among the
receipts were g67 in February 1824 from Tobias Martindale
and John Howarth for timber from Burblethwaite; also L3I.
1os. od. for rent of the mill for io months to May 1828.
Among the expenses were over LI2 on repairs at the mill,
in payments to Mr Robert Robinson, James Hunter, Thomas
Atkinson, James Harrison, William Matthews, Richard Myers
and William Tyson. Over L52 was spent in distraining on
Jenkinson, one of the tenants, who was sold up and sent to
prison.
37 and 38. 6 and 24 November 1827; orders to the same purport
as deed no. 31, above.
39. 28 January 1828. Certificate that Thomas ATKINSON paid
into the Bank of England L7,7oo, the price of Lots I, 2, 3
and 4 at the Adam property sale.
40. 27 June (or January ?) 1816. Letter stating that one of the
trustees refuses to sign the July 1812 mortgage deeds (nos.
23 and 24, above) .
41. 12 April 1828. Letter of Attorney, executed in Naples, by
John. Close to Henry Gaskell, solicitor, in connection with
the Townend trustees.
42. 3 November 1828. List of deeds sent to Mr Atkinson by
Messrs. Pickering and Smith.
43. A note, undated, that "The tenement called Thorneythwaite
is held subject to the payment of the yearly finable rent of
two shillings and also subject to the yearly boon or customary service of leading three cart loads of peat and one day's
shearing." This had been in the draft deed but had been
omitted in the Exchequer Office when the deed was engrossed.
Addendum :
44. 13 March 1850. Declaration by Tobias Atkinson, tithe
proprietor, with regard to Burblethwaite Mill (occupied by
George and John Mounsey), Tom Parrock, Collin Field
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(occupied by John Hird), a piece of land on Low Fell
(occupied by John Titterington) and a piece of land on Lyth
Marsh (occupier not named), that "tithes shall henceforth
be absolutely merged and extinguished in the freehold and
inheritance of the said lands."

APPENDIX by ANNETTE BAGOT, F.S.A.
At Levens is preserved a collection of letters written by Francis
Gwyn to his friend Colonel James Grahme of Levens. The letters
bear no signature, but are endorsed as from Mr Gwyn. At the
time they were written Col. Grahme and Mr Gwyn had been
friends of over 3o years, their friendship dating back to 1666,
when they went up to Christ Church, Oxford, Mr Gwyn being
1 7 and the Colonel a year younger. It is clear that King James
II had appointed them trustees for his illegitimate daughter,
Lady Katherine Darnley, whose affairs, as will be seen, caused
them considerable anxiety.
Col. Grahme was Privy Purse to James II, and was responsible
for the King's debts after the Abdication. Throughout all
correspondence, the Colonel and his friends refer to the King
as "Mr Bancks" or B. written in Court hand. In Letter VII,
last paragraph, is a reference to some private debt.
It seems clear that the Mr Fowly in Letter IV is the Mr Fowle
who was the Grahme nominee for the Sandys loan. He was a
banker, and the deceased Pigeon, an attorney.
Col. Grahme and his fellow Collegiate are mainly concerned
to stop the King's money which has been made over to his
daughter, falling, as a result of her runaway marriage, into
the hands of her unkind and dissolute husband or his family.
(See Letter V.)

Letter I
Ford Abbey July 7th 1697
This is Dear Coll: to inquire after the health of yr Selfe &
the Family wch I did lately by the hands of our Correspondent
Mr Pigeon. I did then put him in mind of dispatching the affair
of Our Trust before your Northern jorney, wch I now inculcate
again to you. I hear my Ld. Shrewsbury 7 is either now in Towne
or very speedily expected and therefore it will be a good opertunity to place him in the Trust as soon as Possible; and that I
may keep to my Former point before you quitt this Sunshine
part of the Werld, I have another very weighty affair to impart
7

Charles Talbot, 12th Earl of Shrewsbury, created a duke in 1694.
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to you wch is I have a Couple of very fine Spaniel Puppys For
my Lady Clarendon$ wch I Promised to convey to her; and I
hope I shall get the Dorchester Hackney Coachman to deliver
them at yr house at Bagshott, 9 you being a great Corresponder
of all those sort of loose Fellows, & I give you notice of it; that
one of yr Servants may receive them & Convey them to Swallowfield if I can get the Coachman to undertake them, they are the
best breed for Setters in England. My Service pray, to all yr
Family
I am, yrs affectionately
I am going with in these next few days to make a visit to Sr.
Edward who is going a Buck hunting to Sr. John Lawson, 10 &
from thence to Sr. Rich : Middletons"

Letter II
Lon. Feb. 12th 97
8
I received with great Satisfaction the . . . Epistle of my old
Friend & Fellow Collegiate, but when I saw the date I was
affraid the Chars would have been spoyled For it was Jan. 8th,
but by comparing it I Found my old Friend had Forgot a
Month; & that it should have been Feb. I will send for them
to the Kendall Carrier on Thursday next and drink yr health
at the Eating them with some yr Friends and Wellwishers &
Corresponders just as yr Sussex Friend and etc. You allways
disowned being a loose Fellow & now you may see the good
of it. For some of them are Forced now to be vagabonds. I have
no knowledge of the Laws of yr Neighbour Nation and therefore cannot give any answer to ye. Quere but Our Laws reach
noe Farther that way than the Towne of Berwick upon Tweed,
to the best of my experience. Here hath been a Terrible Scamper
in all parts of England & some Lawyers have got considerable
sums in answering Querys, though all they could advise was,
it is good to be sure and most that are wise have taken their
advice. I cannot get the Trust setled for my Life which I would
Fayn have Finished before I leave the Towne, which I believe
Second wife of Henry Hyde, znd Earl of Clarendon.
Col. Grahme lived at Bagshot. See Josceline Bagot : Colonel James
(1886) pp. 3, 4, 9, 3310 Sir John Lawson, of Brough, Yorks., Ist baronet, died 26 October
1698. His wife was a sister of Charles Howard, 1st Earl of Carlisle.
11 Presumably Sir Richard Myddleton, 3rd baronet, of the Chirk (Denbighshire) family. Dictionary Welsh Biography 678; A. H. Dodd : Studies in
8
9

Grahme of Levens

Stuart Wales 206, 209, 215, 229.
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will not be till Mid May. May you find mony in Westmerland
For it is very hard to be Found here, which makes it very much
pressed for. I wish you all happinesse &
an old acquaintance of thirty years standing
(The following on a separate sheet) I have referred yr. neighbour
Sr. Chr. Phillipson & another Countryman of yrs one Mr. Sandys
to Mr. Pigeon which is all I can doe unless I send them to the
Countesse which I take to be equal to the place of execution.

Letter III
Lon. Deer. 23d 16 99
My worthy Friend & Corrèspondent's letter of the 19th came
to my hands last post wch hath made me put in execution which
I intended to have done these three posts before, that is, give
him an Acct. of what I know of our Trust; in the First place
poor Pigeon continues still very ill soe that I can have not advice
or assistance From him. About this day sevenight my Ld Anglesey
sent For me out of the House [of Commons. A.D.B.] into the
Court of Requests wch was the First time I had seen him. His
Sollicitor Brockett was by him; his Ld;p told me that he was
advised in order to have the mony payd to him out of Chancery
he must begin His Bill again, wch was Fallen by Lady Katherine's
Marriage. And therefore he desired my Consent and apeasance
& that he had written to you For the Same. I asked Mr. Brockett
if that was the nearest way of arriving at my Ld's end; he told
me there was noe other; For that there must be a decree to
indempnify us; I thereupon sent For our Clerke in Chancery,
Ford; and gave him order to appear For us; Knowing you would
consent to doe the Same; I mett Mr. Atturney Generall 12 and
discoursing with him, Found it must be soe; who likewise tells
me; The Court of Chancery will oblidge His Ld;p to setle answerable to the Fortune; and that when the King gives him order to
declare his Consent to the Marriage he will himselfe tell the King
how necessary it is that a Setlement should be made; and that
he may have his Majesties order to acquaint the Court with it;
I have acquainted the Worthy Countess of my proceedings
therein; and shall doe all I can to prevent yr jorney to London
till necessity require it; But to tell you the truth I am afraid the
buisnesse will not be dispatcht whilst the Parliamt. is sitting
and then I shall be called up to Towne as well as yr Selfe; Mr.
Pigeon's sicknesse is of great inconvenience to us soe that I doe
12

Sir Thomas Trevor, Attorney - General 1695 - 1701.

O
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not Know who to aply to For Advice; and if he continues in
that condition I would be glad of yr opinion who wee should
aply to; All yr Friends at the Cockpitt and in the square greet
you well & thank you For Yr kind remembrance; My worthy
Friend Harry 13 did me a considerable Favour in affording me
his company one morning. I have forgot his Lodging so that I
cannot returne his Visite but will inquire it out. I am faithfully
yrs.

Letter IV

Lon. Jan;ry 18th 99
1700
My worthy Friends letter of the izth instant came safe to
my hands and gave me great satisfaction since it brings Fresh
instances of yr concurring wth my sentiments for the Common
Cause wee are concerned in; I have not heard one word of the
Countess or her daughter this many days. I payd them my
respects wch being not much returned I take myselfe to have
don my part; I have spoke to Mr. Cogniers who hath readyly
undertaken his part For our assistance and I think wee can not
have a letter [as soon as) * poor Mr. Pidgeons Clerke returnes
from His Masters funeral. I will talke with him; and see which
mony is in Mr Fowly's hands and what writings are remayning
in Mr. Pidgeon's Chamber wch concerne that Trust; What I
shall doe about our Chancery Sollicitor I cannot tell For he hath
all the buisnesse in his hand and if he is a loose Fellow He may
be very inconvenient to us; Pray let me have yr opinion what
I am to doe wth Mr. Pidgeons Clerke and how to dispose of or
Gratify him; For I shall need a runner in some of these matters
as well as a Sollicitor and when the house is up I shall be a runner
myselfe out of . . . Our Friend Christopher Greets you well. Wee
cannot part with him till the house rises though you are forrarder
in the North than (we) are. I am my worthy Friend & Fellow
Collegiate
Poor Mr. Wigan is at his last Gaspe . . . in a Fitt of an Apoplexy
on Monday

Letter V

Lon March 23rd 99
1700

I ought to beg a great many pardons of my old Friend &
Fellow Collegiate For not being a better Corresponder with him,
but you know publick buisnesse must be done. As to the affairs
13 Presumably Col. Grahme's son and heir Henry.
* i.e. until.
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of our Trust I have hitherto advised with our Trustee so well
belovd John Cogniers (that is he did apear once in Court concerning my Lord FitzWilliams mony wch is ordered to be payd
into Court), but I Find my Lord Anglesey Doth not presse
Forward his Bill at all, and I believe he rather thinks of staying
till the poor Lady comes to the age of eighteen, and then he
thinks he hath a right to it himselfe, in the mean time if she
dys it will all be his owne, and if he dys it will goe as his personal
estate, and she is to look For her thirds out of his estate where
she can Find it, in short I Find it all there as bad as it is possible
to be, and I am very sorry for it. I delivered yr inclosed to Mr.
Powys, that is I sent my man wth it to him, but have not seen
him since but you may satisfy yourselfe he will not be wanting
to one he knows I have such a value for. I have talked the matter
of our young Lady over with Mr. Atturney Generali who will
be very just & honourable on the King's Pa rt to see all shall be
Fairly stated to him. All yr Friends Greet you well; Our Sussex
Friend is in Towne and I am going out as soon as I can.
I am Faithfully yours

Letter VI
Ford Abbey June i5th 1700
I received my Worthy Friend and old acquaintance' Correspondence of the 21 of May while I was in my Welsh Travailes & I
begg his pardon that I did not answere it before, this being the
First post since I came into English Ground; I had a letter by
the same post From our worthy Friend of E ... which likewise gave me an account of Our Masters being with him and
his good health, I hear since he had but a rugged Passage and
was landed a Strangford which is thirty mile distant From the
place he intended in Ireland but that he was very well after it.
Now as to the affair of the Trust. I have not heard one word
of it but From yr Letter since I came out of Penne and very
little of it before. I doe not Find My Ld. An. [glesey] pushes on
his Bill with any great haste; which makes me believe he is
not very clear in his judgement whether he would take the
Portion and make a Setlement which the Court of Chancery
would certainly oblidge him to doe, or receive the Proffitts of
the Fortune without making any Setlement; But however his
Ld;p is advised wee will doe nothing but what is proper; and
therefore in the First place I thank you For yr Complement
that you will not resigne up the Trust without my Consent though
you desire to be quitt of it. Had you don otherwise you had
used me very hardly who have held it soe long upon no other
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motive than your desire. Therefore I expect you will take your
Fate with me; and since it is now at that passe that it must
be made an end of in some reasonable time, pray let us both
take our Quietus's together. I cannot imagine why they should
presse you to resign and to me; I doe not believe it proceeds out
of any good Nature to you that they have a more particular
mind to spare you, and therefore I cannot guesse From when it
proceeds, but However you doe me the justice I expected From
you, when you tell me you will not resigne without me. I expect
some of our Cockpitt Friends in this part of the world where
your health shall be drank. I am Dear Fellow Collegiate & Friend
yrs.

Letter VII
Lon : Feb;ry 15th 1700
I

I had my old Friend & Fellow Collegiate's letter of the Toth
Yesterday; at which time there was the devil to doe at the house
of Ld : s. The Deer Creature The Lady Anglesey after having
been soe used by her Lord as would make ones hair stand on
End; was relieved by my Lady Dorchester's complaining and
bringing her witnesses, the Mid-wife, Nurse, Keeper & Servants
to make Oath before my Ld Cheife Justice that he designed to
Murder her, upon wch my Ld Cheife Justice sent his Warrant
For his Lordship and bound him to the Peace, On Thursday.
On Friday His Lordship came to the House of Lords to Complain
that my Ld Cheife Justice had broke the Privileage of that
house & etc. And at that minute six persons, two men & four
women in Maskes sent to His Lordship's house and brought
away Lady Catherine, soe that she is out of his Clutches She
petitioned the house by the Lady Dorchester that she might
have liberty Nothwithstanding his Priviledge to proceed on in
the Law for a divorce propter Sevitiam (I think Fellow Pupill
you have not forgot all the Latin yet) . The Lords would not
Grant that but dismissed my Lord's Complaint; and Refused
His Lordship their Warrant to Search for her which he pressed
Mightily For. You see his Lordship had some reason of his owne
For his pressing us to dispatch the Assigning the Securitys, that
he might have the better opertunity of dispute from somebody
else; My Friend Cogniers hath stuck to them like a Friend as
well as Lawyer and hath been used like our Friend, for his Lordship hath not given him one farthing for it; but wee must, in
the Charges allowed us. I have ratled my Friend Kiplin, for on
Munday last when there was a Motion for Assigning over the
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remaining securitys he Never goes Near Mr. Cogniers but gives Mr.
Poley a Fee that Knew Nothing of the Cause; and if Coyniers had
not come in by Chance; and interupted, though he was not spoke
to, it had been ordered though my Ld Anglesey hath a Mortgage
of 260o, upon that part of my Lady's Joynture; and Kiplin had
likewise consented that there should be but 200 refund (?) to
make us Satisfaction for the Charges wee have expended; This
Cogniers tells me was the state of the Case which he by Chance
prevented and there I leave you (who are a judicious person) to
determine whether I had reason to Ratle Kiplin who makes a
blundering excuse that Mr Ward was at another Court & had
imployed Mr. Poley etc.
Sr. Christopher Philipson makes a sad Complaint that he cannot get Mr. Bancks to Account. I promised to write to you about
it. And Friend James, you being a Man of Justice, avoyd
Clamour; A word to the wise is Sufficient. You must think of
being in towne this spring to bring matters to a Final Conclusion
For I doe not Love a Lawsuite, in deed hereafter therefore pray
let us make a Clear end of it. Ld. Anglesy is very deep in a
Consumption and like to live but a litle while, as they all say;
My Friend Harry is a Fine Lad. I have been a litle prolix but I
shall not write often, therefore pray take all at once.
I am Faithfully Yrs.
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