ART. IX.—The sons of Halden, Lord of Catterlen. By
W. PERCY HEDLEY, F.S.A.
Read at Rydal Hall, July 12th, 1963.

A

SERIES of lawsuits instigated by Simon de Rouecestre between 1208 and 1212 show very clearly a
close relationship between his family and those of
Hawelton of Halton and Caudebec of Caldbeck and prove
that the three families had a common ancestry. The
pedigree had never been fully worked out.
Odinel de Umframville, baron of Prudhoe, gave and
confirmed to Eilaf s. of Roger the whole of Rudchester
to hold by the service of half a knight, as Odinel's other
knights freely held. There was reserved only to the lord,
the works for his mill ponds and the multure of the mill
from which nevertheless Eilaf's own house was exempt.
(This charter was amongst the Tempest MSS. at Broughton Hall, Skipton, Yorks., and was transcribed by canon
Greenwell in PSAN3 iii 96-97; see also NCH xii 199.)
The charter is witnessed by Gil' de Umfram' constable;
Robert de Umfram' and Gil' his brother; Jord' dumfram'; Walter s. of William; William d'Insula; Radulf
s. of Velard; Wall' s. of Alden and his brothers; Walter
s. of Estancelin with his son William; Liolf s. of Elwold;
Robert s. of Robert; Walter bataile; Robert Wisc' ; with
"all true men of lord Odinell". Two Odinel de Umframvilles, father and son, held the barony of Prudhoe in
succession, the second of that name dying in 1181. It
seems probable that the grantor of Rudchester was the
elder Odinel. Of the witnesses, Gilbert de Umframvill
was constable to Henry, earl of Northumberland, 11391152, and to earl William 1152-1157. Walter s. of
William held the barony of Whalton and his name
appears in the Pipe Rolls between 1161 and 1168; he
granted Gosforth to Othewir d' Insula by a deed that is
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witnessed by Waldeth s. of Alden and Uctred his brother,
and by William de Merlai; Merlai died in 1165. A second
grant or perhaps just a confirmation of Gosforth was
made by Walter s. of William to Othewir's son and
successor Robert de Insula, Eilaf de Rucestre being one
of the witnesses. Othewir de Insula received East Newton (now Newton Hall, par. Bywell St Peter) from
Bernard de Bailliol, lord of Bywell; two of the witnesses
to this grant are the same as those in the grant of Rudchester, viz. Randulf s. of Wielard, and Jurdan de
Umfranvill; Ordenel de Umfranvill was also a witness.
Liolf s. of Elwold was a knight in the barony of Wooler
in 1166, and Walter Bataile held a knight's fee in the
barony of Alnwick at the same time.
Waldief s. of Halden paid 4om. for tallage in 1159,
this being in respect of his thegnage holding comprising
the three vills of Halton, Clarewood and Great Whittington. As Waldief (Waldeve) de Haulton he paid tallages
in 1161, 1163 and 1165. Some time after 1154 and before
circa 116o, Walef s. of Alden witnessed a grant from
Roger, archbishop of York, of Eshells in Hexhamshire,
to William s. of Aluric of Corbridge. (Farrer, Early
Yorkshire Charters, i 43, no. 37.) The key to the dating
of these charters lies in the pedigree of the family of
Insula. The first member of the family on record is
William d' Insula, the "man" of Walter de Bolebec,
baron of Styford, who gave him "for his service" the
lands of East Matfen, Fenwick, Thornton, Angerton,
Heddon and Brunton and the service of Ernald s. of
Adelin with Hawkwell and Bearl. (Northumberland and
Durham Deeds, p. 120, no. 1.) This William d' Insula,
besides his lands in Northumberland, had a considerable
estate in Lincolnshire. With his heir William, his wife
Cecilia and his sons he gave Becham to the priory of
Lund. (Ibid., p. 133, no. 40.) With the consent of his
wife Cecilia and his sons William, Othuel, Robert,
Richard (and Henry) he gave to the monks of St Mary
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of Blida, the tithes of Appleby, Sawcliff and "Ingeham"
in Lincolnshire (Ibid., p. 134, no. 41). The only fixed
date we have for William d' Insula is 1159 when he
rendered an account to the sheriff for X40 (Pipe Roll).
Both William and his son and heir William had died
before 1166 when Othuel de Insula held 13 knights' fees
in the barony of Styford and 3 of a fee in the barony
of Whalton. Othuel d' Insula was living in 1178 but
had died before 1187 leaving a son and heir Robert who
was under age. (Pipe Roll.) All this suggests that the
grant of Rudchester was circa 1157.
The grantee, Eilaf s. of Roger, died before 1208 and
was succeeded at Rudchester by Simon de Rouecestre,
whom we shall see was his son. It was perhaps shortly
after he had succeeded to Rudchester that in 1208 Simon
de Roffa (a latinized form of Rudchester) was charged
half a mark because Richard de Colevill and his
associates had agreed to acknowledge Simon's right to
seisin in Rudchester by pledges, but had failed to do so.
It would seem that William s. of Reginald had made a
claim to Rudchester or part of it. (Pipe Roll.) William
s. of Reginald, otherwise known as William de Kenebell
held half the manor of Benwell which his father had
exchanged for the manor of Heddon-on-the-Wall between
1195 and 1205. Heddon-on-the-Wall adjoins Rudchester
on the east.
More information is given about this lawsuit in the
Curia Regis Rolls. At Newcastle on Wednesday before
the Assumption (12 August) 1208 the assize came to recognise if William s. of Reynold had wrongfully and without
judgment disseised Simon de Roffa of his free tenement
in Rudchester. The jurors found that he had so disseised
him. Simon was to have his seisin and William was in
mercy. Damages were assessed at ios., by pledge of
William de Kenebell and there was an amercement of
2os. by pledge of Thomas de Divelston (Dilston) and
Roger de Slavele (Slaley). (Newcastle upon Tyne Record
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Series ii 37.) Before the end of the year William s. of
Reginald had paid his fine. (Pipe Roll.)
The scene now moves to Cumberland. In 1201 Robert
de Curtenay was charged 5om. and a palfrey that the
inquisition might remain which Alex. de Caudebec
arraigned against him for 9 carucates of land with
appurtenances in Caldbeck so that the said Robert may
have right in the curia regis if anyone should make suit
against him. (Pipe Roll.) Robert de Curtenay was the
second husband of Alicia, one of the three daughters and
coheiresses of William s. of Duncan. Her first husband,
Gilbert Pipard, had died in 1193. Alicia and her two
sisters shared the three baronies of Allerdale (Papcastle)
and Egremont in Cumberland, and Skipton in Yorkshire.
Her share of these vast estates is said to have been the
barony of Allerdale, the honour of Cockermouth (being
part of the barony of Egremont) and Aspatria. In 1205
Alex. de Caudebec owed £10o for having recognition by
twelve legal men before the king if Waldief s. of Roger,
father of the said Alexander, whose heir he is, discharged
himself of 9 carucates of land with appurtenances in
Caldbeck and put them with the said Alexander in
custody, and if Reginald de Luci, whilst Alexander was
in his custody and under age, unjustly and without judgment disseised him. (Pipe Roll.) Reginald de Luci had
married Amabil, another of the three daughters and coheiresses of William s. of Duncan.
Robert de Curtenai was dead in 121o, and thereafter
his widow took her mother's maiden name, and was to
be known in future as Alicia de Rumilly. By 1211
Alexander de Caudebec was also dead.
Between Michaelmas 1211 and Hilary 1212 Simon de
Rouecestre and Waldef s. of Waldef claimed from Alicia
de Rumilly seven (not nine) carucates of land in Caldbeck
and Haltcliff as their right "wherein Aillevus father of
Simon and Waldef father of Waldef were seised as of
fee in the time of king Henry the father". (i.e. Henry II.)
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Alicia's defence was "that the land is not partible and
never was as they claim under their fathers' right by one
and the same writ which does not specify how much
one seeks and how much the other". When the suit first
came up at Michaelmas 1211 Waldef de Caldebech for
himself, and Simon de Rouecestre "in whose place he
is appointed" appeared in court, but Alicia pleaded sickness for her non attendance and the knights who had
been sent to verify that she was too ill at attend failed
to put in an appearance. (Coram Rege Roll 13 John, nos.
43, 44, in Calendar of Documents relating to Scotland,
I, nos. 489, 506, 507 and 512.) At Hilary term 1211 / 2
Simon de Roffa and Waldef s. of Waldef had agreed to
pay the king loos. that the imparlance in the county
versus Alicia de Rumelli should be placed coram rege.
The charge of loos. was entered in the Pipe Roll for
1212 against the claimants, and was carried forward in
succeeding rolls for several years. From 1215 Waldef
s. of Waldef is called Waldef Belle. In 1225 the debt,
now reduced to 21-m., was transferred to Northumberland, but no payments being made there it was moved
back to Cumberland in 1229. The debt in 1228 is charged
to Waldef only, and in 1232 the sheriff accounted for
14s. 8d. from Waldevus Belle "pro habenda loquela".
No charges were made in later years.
Both Simon de Rouecestre and Waldef s. of Waldef
were benefactors to the abbey of Holm Cultram. The
former is called "Symon son of Aylef the chamberlain"
when by desire of Agnes his wife, he gave to the abbey
his meadow called Winteringmedue in Rudchester.
Robert s. of Aylef the chamberlain confirmed the grant
of Symon his brother. Waldeve s. of Waldeve de Caldebec
gave to the abbey 3 acres and 1 perch of arable land at
Windskalis in Caldbeck together with common of pasture
for 6 oxen, 6 cows, 2 horses, 20 sheep, 6 swine and a
boar, with the young of all these up to two years of age.
(The Registers and Records of Holm Cultram 37.)
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It is evident that Alexander de Caudebec who was son
of Waldief s. of Roger had been succeeded by his brother
v 'aldief s. of Waldief de Caudebec. Simon de Rouecestre
was their cousin for he was a son of Eilaf (Aillevus) s.
of Roger. Simon's brother and successor was Robert s.
of Eilaf.
About the same time as Simon de Rouecestre was pursuing his claim against Alicia de Rumelly he had a lawsuit
against William s. of William de Haulton for 5 carucates
of land in Halton, 3 carucates in Clarewood and 20s.
rent in Great Whittington. He claimed that his ancestor
Roger s. of Aldeus was seised of the lands in the time of
king Henry the father (i.e. Henry II) and from Roger
the right to that land descended to Waldef his brother,
and from Waldef to Ellin his brother, and from Illin to
Simon as his son and heir. The "Illin" in this ease is
no doubt the "Aillevus" of the Cumberland case and
is Eilaf s. of Roger the original grantee of Rudchester.
Illin is perhaps a misprint for Illiv.
Simon admitted that William de Haulton and he were
of one stock but he knew not how; and afterwards
William defended "the stock and parentage between
them" but stated that he claimed nothing on the part of
Roger or Roger's father. It was adjudged that there
should be a duel between them, and their appointed
champions fought on Tuesday next after the feast of St
Denis. The duel "was so won that William was beaten".
(Cur. Reg. Roll, nos. 55 , 157 in NRS ii 45.)
Although William s. of William de Haulton had
succeeded Waldef s. of Aldeus (Halden) in the thegnage
holding of Halton and its dependencies, the relationship
between the two is not known. In 1178 William de Haulton was charged 2 marks in the sheriff's roll, and in 1180
"Will.. de Hauton, thegn", paid 5 marks for his relief
which would suggest that William of 1180 was son of
William of 1178. The second William paid tallage in
1196, 1203 and 1204 but died before 1219 when his
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widow Matillis was in the gift of the king, was unmarried,
and her lands worth 5os. (Book of Fees.)
It is almost certain that the pedigree set out by Simon
de Rouecestre in 1212 or as then taken down by the
scribe is not quite accurate. It should be amended to read
that Waldef was son of Roger and not brother. This conclusion has been arrived at independently by Miss M.
Hope Dodds (The Register and Records of Holm Cultram
37) and Y am indebted to Mr C. Roy Hudleston, for
drawing my attention to this.
Simon de Rouecestre probably died in 1228. The
balance of the debt of loos., is still charged against him
in the sheriff's accounts for 1227 and he witnessed two
charters of Gilbert de Umframville to the church of St
Mary at Kelso, between 1226-1227. (Kelso Chartulary
in HN ii I 17.) In 1220 there had evidently been some
dispute about lands at Rudchester. Galfrid de Rouecestre
and Robert s. of Ylif were charged 2m. for a plea, and
Walter faber of Rudchester 2m. for a disseisin. Galfrid
de Rouecestre paid 2m. in 1222 but the debt against
Walter faber was carried forward for some years. It is
last entered against his name in 1226 with no record of
its payment in that year. In future years up to 1233 a
similar charge of 2m. for a disseisin is entered against
the name of "Waldef s. of Philip". (Pipe Roll.) This
could be the same person.
Robert s. of Ylif of 1220 is easily recognisable as
Robert s. of Eilaf who succeeded his brother Simon as
owner of Rudchester, and confirmed his brother's gift
to Holm Cultram. He was perhaps the Robert Rufus
charged 2m. for a disseisin in 1231, a debt which was not
paid off until 1240. (Pipe Roll.) In 1236 an agreement
was made between Radulf de Preston and John son of
William, lord of Halton, whereby the said Richard (sic)
de Preston conceded, quitclaimed and sold half a carucate
of land with appurtenances in the vili of Halton which
he held of Robert de Rucestre his kinsman (cognatus)
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for a quitclaim of all the vili of Rudchester. A chirograph
of the concord made between Richard de Preston and
Robert de Rucestre was handed over to the said John de
Haulton to testify to this. (Dodsworth MSS. vol. 45, fol.
83, in NCH x 390 n.) It would seem from this that Radulf
(or Richard) de Preston had had some claim on Rudchester which he had given up to Robert de Rucestre in
exchange for half a carucate in Halton, and he now sells
this to John de Halton.
In 1242 / 3 Robert de Rucestre held Rudchester as half
a knight's fee of the barony of Prudhoe. It is possible
that there were two Roberts, father and son; if so
Margeria de Rucestre who in 1242 / 3 held 6o acres in
Callerton by socage of the barony of Mitford might have
been widow of the elder Robert.
Uchtred who is named as a brother of Waldeve s. of
Alden can safely be identified with Uchtred who
succeeded his father Halden in the ownership of Catterlen,
near Penrith, Cumberland. Halden is said to have owned
this property temp. William I, and it is further stated
that Uchtred lost it for his adherence to Stephen. (N. & B.
ii 394.) Three sons of Uchtred are named Cartimer,
Walter and Alexander. The grant to Hubert de Vaux of
the barony of Gilsland included Catterlen with the mill
which Uchtred s. of Halden held. There is probably something apochryphal in the statement that Halden had held
Catterlen temp. William I, for he can hardly have been a
grown man as early as 1087.
The following descents from Halden are now quite
clear. Halden had at least three sons, Waldef (thegn of
Halton, 1159 x 1165), Roger and Uchtred. Roger s. of
Halden had two sons, Waldeve and Eilaf. The former had
lands in Caldbeck in which he was succeeded by his sons
Alexander s. of Waldeve (1201 x 1205) and Waldeve s.
of Waldeve, known as Waldeve Belle. Eilaf s. of Roger
was the original grantee of Rudchester to whom succeeded
in succession his sons Simon and Robert. The pedigree
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of Halton of Halton (NCH x 394) and that of Rudchester
of Rudchester (NCH xii 201) require amendment.
Besides Catterlen Uchtred s. of Halden held Farlam
and forfeited it for his adherence to king Stephen. Todd's
copy of Denton's Accompt (The Queen's College, Oxford,
MS. 282)1 has the following:
"Farleham. This place was formerly a fee of Gillesland and
granted by the Lord of that Barony to one Walter de Windsor
in the time of King Henry the second, who was brother of
Alexander and both surnamed de Windsor because they came
from thence. They had also another brother William de
Kersmier the [blank in MS.] of Willitred the son of Haldan
sometime Lord of Katerling (quer. if 'Catterlane) which King
Henry the second gave to Hubert Vaulx, first putting the said
Willitred out of possession for taking part with King Stephen.
The said Wm de Kersmier in the reign of King John brought
his Assize of Mort d' ancestor against William Vaulx, son of
the said Hubert, and Robert Vaulx son of the said William
then Lords of Katerling, but without success.
"Walter de Windsor had issue a second Walter father of Adam
de Farleham owner thereof in the time of King Edward the
first, and in the reign of King Edward the third one John de
Farleham gave it to Ranulph Dacre & Margaret de Multon his
wife, inheritrix of the Barony of Gillesland, whereby the place
became demesnes thereof.
"The said Walter de Windsor did bear for his coat of arms
argt a saltire sable, of which name some remain at this day
descended from John de Windsor younger son of the sd Walter,
and to whom his elder brother Walter gave Farleham parva.
John had issue Rayner and Solomon. Rayner was father of
Bernard, whose son Richard together with Solomon de Windsor
his great uncle endowed the several priories of Lannercost and
Wetheral with lands in Little Farleham."2

It is clear that the blank in the above should be filled
in as "son" and that the name Willitred may be amended
to Uchtred.
William de la Kersuniere (Kersumere) is the man elsewhere called "Cartimer".. In 1201 he owed five marks
I am indebted to the Provost and Bursar of the Queen's College for
arranging for me to have a photostat of .f. 88 of the manuscript and allowing me to quote from it.
2 See also Chancellor Ferguson's edition of Denton's Acconpt (CW
Tract Series ii) 137-138.
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for having a writ of mort d'ancestor of one knight's fee
with appurtenances in Catterlen, against William de
Vallibus and Robert his son (Pipe Roll). In I2I2 and 1214
Will. de Windlesor and Walter de Windlesor made payments on behalf of Peter de Vallibus (Ibid.).
Halden's descendants held a unique position both in
Northumberland and Cumberland for nearly a century.
His sons were of sufficient importance to witness charters
of the barons of Whalton and Bywell and the archbishop
of York. One of his sons, Waldeve, held in capite one of
the few thegnage holdings in Northumberland to survive
the Norman Conquest. Another son, Roger, became
ancestor of two families, one in Northumberland and one
in Cumberland, both of some distinction. Waldeve s. of
Roger held an estate of Caldbeck in Cumberland, and
placed his infant son and heir Alexander in the custody
of one of the most powerful men of Cumberland, Reginald
de Luci. When Alexander came of age he had close contacts with one of the great native families of Cumberland
connected by marriage to Gospatric, earl of Northumberland 1067-1072, himself descended in the female line from
the early kings of Scotland and the pre-Conquest earls of
Northumberland. When earl Gospatric's daughter Gunnilda married Orm s. of Ketel, she was endowed by her
father with the vills of Seton, Camerton, Flimby and
Greysouthen in Cumberland. Gospatric s. of Orm s. of
Ketel gave the church of Caldbeck to Carlisle priory. He
or his son Thomas s. of Gospatric acquired Culwen (now
Colvend) in Galloway from which their descendants took
their surname of Curwen. When Thomas s. of Gospatric
gave a saltpan at Culwen to the priory of St Bees, Alexander de Caldbeck was present to witness the grant. (SS
126, p. 92.)
Eilaf s. of Roger s. of Halden was a follower of the
Umframvilles, barons of Prudhoe, a family that had
supplied the Scottish earls of Northumberland with their
constable. His services were rewarded by a grant of the
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vili of Rudchester to be held by knights' service, and he
seems to have acted as chamberlain to his master.
Simon de Roucestre was also in the confidence of his
lord, and acted as steward to Richard de Umframville.
In 1207 it was stated in the curia regis that while Richard
de Umframville had been abroad in Poitou, Simon as
his steward had committed the wardship of the heir of
Henry Bataill to Robert s. of Robert. After Richard's
return the latter had refused to render the heir to him.
(Northumberland Pleas, pp. 30-32.)
If William de Haulton was descended, perhaps in the
female line, from Waldeve s. of Alden and if we can
accept his statement that he had no claim to Halton on
the part of Waldeve's brother Roger or father Halden,
it must mean that Waldeve s. of Halden had no hereditary
right to his thegnage holding. The corollary is that the
estate had been granted to Waldeve himself and it can
be suggested that the grantor was one of the Scottish
earls who held Northumberland between 1139 and 1157.
More than one person of the name of Halden appears as
a witness to Scottish charters of the first half of the 12th
century. Gospatric s. of Alden witnesses c. 1120 earl
David's foundation charter of the abbey of Selkirk
(Lawrie, Early Scottish Charters, XXXV), and the earl's
inquisitio c. 1124 as to the extent of the lands of the
church of Glasgow. (Lawrie, L.) Sometime after 1124
but before 1138 Gospatric, the son of earl Gospatric (d.
1074-75) gave the wills of Ederham and Nesbit to the
monks of St Cuthbert at Durham. (Lawrie, CXVII.) In
this charter the grantor is called "Gospatric the earl,
brother of Dolfin" and amongst the witnesses are the
names of Gospatric his son, Gospatric s. of Crinan and
Alden his brother. It is possible that this Alden s. of
Crinan was the founder of the three families of Hawelton
of Halton, Rouecestre of Rudchester and Caudebec of
Caldbeck. This is only surmise and it is unlikely that it
can ever be proved or disproved.
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Another Halden, living much later than the ancestor
of these three families was dapifer of Waldeve, earl of
Lothian and lord of Beanley (d. 1182). In 1178 he was
charged 4o marks for an unjust disseisin, his fine being
cancelled the following year by brief of the king to earl
Waldeve. (Pipe Roll.)
It has been shown that Halden, the dapifer of earl
Waldeve (d. 1182) was ancestor of the family that later
held the earldom of Home. At one time William de Home
was believed to be son of sir William s. of Patric by his
alleged second marriage to his cousin Ada, daughter of
earl Patric (d. 1232), widow of William de Curtenay.
William de Home (1268) was son of William s. of John
de Home, descended from Alden the dapifer who held
Home c. 117o (Balfour Paul, Scots Peerage s.v. Home).
There were other Englishmen in the service of the
Umframvilles. Sir Malcolm s. of Waldeve, as well
as Simon de Ruhcestre, witnesses 1226-1227 Gilbert de
Umframville's confirmation to the monks of Kelso of
the grant of his grandfather Odenell. (HN ii I 17.)
In 1242 /3 Melcolin de Inghou held two carucates in
Ingoe, par. Stamfordham, for 1/5 of a knight's fee; his
son and successor was called Roger. It is remarkable that
two native families, Rouecestre and Inghou, should both
use the Norman-French christian name of Roger.
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