ART. III. — Roman Coins from Kirkby Thore. By D. C. A. SHOTTER.

Read at Ulverston, April 1st, 1978.

T

HE numismatic record from the site at Kirkby Thore appears over the years to
have suffered a more than ordinary degree of confusion. However, apart from
the reference in Nicolson and Burn (1777, 379) to the frequency of coin finds at the site,
the detailed record relates only to two separate large finds made in the vicinity of the site.
Yet even these contain confusions, and it is the purpose of the present note to shed some
light on these finds.
I. A Hoard of Denarii from Newbiggin Hall

In 1903 (CW2 iii (1903), 415f), a note was published from Mr Robert Blair of South
Shields, giving the text of an undated letter from William Crackenthorpe of Newbiggin
Hall to John Clayton of Chesters; it referred to a hoard of 157 (sic) Denarii which had
recently been found by estate workers close to the Maiden Way. Blair noted that the
letter was provided with a terminus ante quem by the deaths of John Clayton and his
sister, both of whom figured in the letter. In fact the letter is provided with an earlier
terminus by the reference in it to the local coin collector, Sir George Musgrave of
Edenhall: Sir George, who, as we shall see, was involved in the second find of coins to be
discussed below, died in December i 872. The letter, despite giving the total as i57 coins,
in fact lists i67.
There is also a reference to this find in the Royal Commission for Historical
Monuments Inventory for Westmorland (1936,
145f). This dates the find to 1882, gives
the total as 157 coins, but in fact lists 163. The earliest reference is to be found in a note
in AA2 vi (i 865), i 96f, which therefore provides the earliest terminus for the find; in this
case the total is given as 157, whilst again 167 are listed.
The coins themselves are distributed as follows:
Nero
Galba
Otho
Vitellius
Vespasian
Titus
Domitian
Nerva
Trajan
Hadrian
Sabina

2
I
I

2

II

4
4

I

27
35
6

(I.20%)
(0.59%)
(0.59%)
(1.20%)
(6.6o%)
(2.40%)
(2.40%)
(0.59%)
(16.17%)
(24.55%)

Antoninus
Antoninus and Marcus
Faustina I
Marcus Aurelius
L. Verus
Faustina II
Lucilla
Crispina
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29
3
13
13
6
5
3

1

(26.95%)
(16.17%)

(o.59%)
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The details given in this account are such as to leave no doubt that it is the same
hoard: since William Crackenthorpe's letter to Clayton refers to the latter's desire to see
the coins, and since the 1865 reference is an account of their display by John Clayton,
the letter published in CW2 iii (1903), 415 must antedate the reference in Archaeologia
Aeliana by at least a year or so. Further, since Crackenthorpe's letter post-dates the find
by only a week or so, we can be fairly certain if we date the find somewhere in the period
1861-1863.
There are no silver hoards in the north-west strictly comparable in date-range to this
one, the nearest being two part-hoards recorded from the Carlisle area; 62 silver coins
are recorded from a find containing a very considerable number made around 1763 to
the east of Carlisle (Archaeologia VIII (1787), 428): the latest recorded coin from this
collection is one of Faustina. Which Faustina is not specified, though the absence of other
Antonine coins would suggest Faustina I. The other find partly recorded consists of 62
coins remaining from a find of 200-300 Denarii, though 12 of the 62 were illegible. This
find which was made to the west of Carlisle in 1860 (Bruce, The Roman Wall 3 (1867),
427 f.), ended with two coins of Marcus Aurelius: a deposition date in the early 16os
would seem likely. Two further almost totally unrecorded silver hoards have come from
Carlisle: one was found in Fisher Street in 1782, and contained coins from Vitellius to
Commodus, the other on Gallows Hill in 1829, and containing a coin of Faustina. It has
been suggested (CW 1 xii (1892-3), 367) that some coins from this latter find may have
found their way to Carlisle Museum through the Morton Collection. Two largely
unrecorded silver hoards have come from Brough (CW2 lviii (1958), 38) and from
Maiden Castle (CW2 lvii (1957), 187). The only other silver hoard of comparable size
consists of 138 Denarii found at Mallerstang Edge in 1926, which terminated with a coin
of A.D. 138 (CW2 xxvii (1927), 205 ff.
The Newbiggin Hall hoard has a coin of Crispina as its latest: although it is not known
whether coins were issued for Crispina during the reign of Marcus Aurelius, she did not
survive long into her husband's reign, being put to death for adultery in A.D. I82 (Dio
Cassius LXXIII, 4, 6). It is a reasonable supposition, in view of this and the fact that this
is the only coin in the hoard to post-date Marcus Aurelius, that the hoard was buried
very early in the A.D. I8os. A. S. Robertson has recently pointed out the very large
number of hoards in Britain which terminate with coins of the later Antonine period
(1974, 31).
A further element of uncertainty is introduced into the discussion by a note in Num.
Chron. 5 IX (1929), 314 f. In this, H. Mattingly of the British Museum listed the
contents of a part-hoard "which is said to have been found several hundred years ago
near Newbiggin in Cumberland". Although the circumstances of discovery do not
immediately suggest the Maiden Way hoard, recent correspondence with the
Crackanthorpe family makes it likely that the part-hoard described by Mattingly is in
fact a portion of the Maiden Way hoard.
Mattingly reported 68 coins which spanned the period from Vespasian to Severus
Alexander:
Vespasian
Trajan
Hadrian
Antoninus

3
17
20
13

Antoninus and Marcus
Faustina I
Marcus Aurelius
Severus Alexander
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2
2

6
1
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He discounted the single coin of Alexander as an intruder, leaving the latest coin in the
part-hoard as a denarius of Marcus Aurelius, dated to A.D. 176. Without the coin of
Alexander, the remaining 67 coins, although not truly representative of the Maiden Way
hoard's contents, are perfectly consistent with them.
IL A collection of Coins from Troutbeck Bridge, Kirkby Thore
In 1838, when the old bridge over the Troutbeck was demolished, a large amount of
Roman material was found in the bridge foundation. W. H. Smyth (1846, 279-88)
describes the finds as "embedded and firmly compacted in a concrete mass"; he goes on,
"on breaking this, coins, idols, implements, fibulae, amulets, rings, pins, brooches, and
other ornaments were procured in surprising quantities ...". These finds were, however,
rapidly dispersed, although Smyth reports that besides those which were taken off by
workmen, three people in particular collected the "principal antiques" — Sir George
Musgrave of Edenhall, Mr Crosby of Kirkby Thore and Miss Atkinson of Temple
Sowerby.
The coins, of which Sir George Musgrave had 83 (42 Bronze and 41 Silver), ranged in
date from Vespasian to Alexander Severus. Few are reported in any detail, although
Smyth mentions that there were "several" BRITANNIA issues of Hadrian and
Antoninus Pius, and that amongst the silver coins was a Greek drachma of Traj an's
second consulate (A.D. 98-99; for the appearance in hoards of Greek coins of Trajan, see
Num. Chron. 5 IX (1929), 318). Smyth adds that the coins, "especially those in largebrass" were in a worn condition.
The same find is reported in the RCHM Inventory, which adds that by 1936 the
material was distributed between the British Museum, the Museums at Chesters, Carlisle
and Kendal, and two private collections: it should be noted that R. S. Ferguson ( 18 94,
45) believed that Sir George Musgrave's portion had been donated subsequently to the
British Museum. Since 1936, one of the private collections has been donated to the
Carlisle Museum and Art Gallery. However, neither the British Museum nor the
Museums at Kendal or Carlisle have any record of coins fitting the reported pattern.
Chesters Museum has three identical quadrantes of Claudius, dated to A.D. 42:
(RIC I. p. 130, no. 72)
Obv.: TI CLAVDIVS CAESAR AVG
Rev.: PON M TR P IMP P P COS II S C
Two of these are impacted together with concrete, suggesting strongly that they do
indeed derive from the 1838 discovery. We have already seen a connection between the
Claytons of Chesters and William Crackenthorpe of Newbiggin Hall; the Troutbeck
Bridge find brings to light a further connection, since John Clayton's sister Jane, was the
second wife of William Rice Markham, who was Vicar of Morland, near Kirkby Thore,
from 1828 until his death in 1877. Jane Clayton lived at Morland from her marriage in
184o until her death in 1871. The other private collection mentioned in the ROHM
Inventory is still with the Markham family.
There are 24 coins in the collection, some of them having traces of concrete attached;
there are twelve Denarii and twelve bronze coins (two Sestertii, six Dupondii, two Asses
together with an irregular radiate of the late third century and a fourth-century coin).
The number and variety of these coins is larger than reported in the ROHM Inventory:
the coins are distributed as follows:
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Marcus Antonius
Nero
Vespasian
Domitian
Trajan
Hadrian

I
I
2

4
2

5

Antoninus Pius
Marcus Aurelius
Commodus
Septimius Severus
Victorinus (?)
Constantine I (?)

The list of coins at Morland House is as follows:
I. AR Denarius. Marcus Antonius (32-31 B.c.)
Obv. LEG XI
Rev. ANT AVG IIIVIR R P C
2. AR Denarius. Nero (A.D. 63-68)
Obv. NERO CAESAR
Rev. AVGVSTVS GERMANICVS
3. AR Denarius. Vespasian (A.D. 70-72)
Obv. IMP CAES VESP AVG P M
Rev. AVGVR TRI POT
4. Æ Dupondius. Vespasian (A.D. 69-79)
Obv. ]VESP[
Rev. Illegible
5. Æ Dupondius. Domitian (A.D. 86)
Obv. IMP CAES DOMIT AVG GERM COSXII CENS PER P P
Rev. Mars S C
6. AR Denarius. Domitian (A.D. 92-93)
Obv. IMP CAES DOMIT AVG GERM P M TR P XII
Rev. IMPXXII COSXVI CENS P P P
7. Æ As. Domitian (A.D. 84-96)
Obv. IMP CAES DOMIT AVG GERM[
Rev. Illegible
8. Æ Dupondius. Domitian (A.D. 81-96)
(Legends illegible)
9-Io. AR Denarius. Trajan (A.D. 103-II I)
Obv. IMP TRAIANO AVG GER DAC P M TR P
Rev. COS V P P SPQR OPTIMO PRINC
I I. Æ Dupondius. Hadrian (A.D. I I8)
Obv. IMP CAESAR TRAIANVS HADRIANVS AVG
Rev. PONT MAX TR POT COS II S C SALVS AVG
12-13. AR Denarius. Hadrian (A.D. I 19-122)
Obv. IMP CAESAR TRAIAN HADRIANVS AVG
Rev. P M TR P COS III SAL AVG
14. Æ Sestertius. Hadrian (A.D. 121)
Obv. IMP CAESAR TRAIANVS HADRIANVS AVG
Rev. PONT MAX TR POT COS III S C
15. Æ Dupondius. Hadrian (A.D. I 17-138)
(Legends illegible)
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2
2

I
2

i
I

RIC I. p. 148, M. 42
RIC II. p. 18, no. 3o

RIC II. p. 195, M. 328
RIC II. p. 174, no. 171

RIC II. p. 252, no. 114
RIC II. p. 409, no. 558
RIC II. p. 356, no. 1 37
RIC II. p. 410, no. 561
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16.

17.

i8.

Æ Sestertius. Antoninus Pius (A.D. 138-161)

Obv. ANTONINVS AVG PIVS P P TR P[
Rev. Illegible

Æ Dupondius. Antoninus Pius for M. Aurelius (A.D. 140-144)

Obv. AVRELIVS CAESAR AVG PII F COS
Rev. PIETAS AVG S C

RIC III. p. 174, no. 1240

Æ As. M. Aurelius (A.D. 161-180)

Obv. FAVSTINA AVGVSTA
Rev. Illegible

19. AR Denarius. M. Aurelius for L. Verus (A.D. 165-166)
Obv. L VERVS AVG ARM PARTH MAX
Rev. PAX AVG TR P VI COS II
20. AR Denarius. Commodus (A.D. 180-192)
(Legends illegible)
21. AR Denarius. Septimius Severus (A.D. 198-200)
Obv. L SEPT SEV AVG IMP XI PART MAX
Rev. VICTORIAE AVGG FEL
22. AR Denarius. Septimius Severus for Julia Domna (A.D. 196-21i)
Obv. IVLIA AVGVSTA
Rev. PIETAS AVGG
23. Æ Irregular. Victorinus (?) (A.D. 269-271)
24. Æ Follis. Constantine I (?) (A.D. 306-337)
(Legends illegible)

RIC III. p. 158, no. 558

RIC IV'. p. 109, no. 1 44
RIC IV I.

170,110. 572

The condition of the coins is generally good, though a few exhibit signs of considerable
wear. The date range of the collection is of course very wide, assuming that all of the
coins do indeed derive from the same find. It is unlikely that we can regard the coins as a
hoard as they stand; it therefore remains to attempt an explanation of the find.
One possibility is that which was suggested by Smyth in his original report and
repeated by Ferguson ( 1894, 45) — namely that the find represented the contents of an
"artisan's workshop". Second, it might be suggested that in digging out the foundations
of the pre-1838 bridge, a collection of Roman material was disturbed but not noticed,
and was therefore left to coalesce with the concrete of the bridge foundation — a process
undoubtedly accelerated by the iron objects in the collection. It is possible that such a
collection might represent a hoard with accretions; the Denarii in the surviving part of
the collection range from Marcus Antonius to Septimius Severus, the bronze coins from
Claudius to M. Aurelius; a hoard of coins from Antonius to Severus would not be
without parallels. As for circumstances of discovery, it is worth noting that a hoard of
coins was found in the bed of the river near Brough Castle in 1825 (CW2 lviii (1958),
35); indeed there was some similarity also in the varied nature of the two finds.
A third possibility is that the collection represents a disturbed votive deposit; this
would at least account for the wide variety of material contained in it. In support of this
suggestion, one should note that it was clearly close to this spot that the Rev. Thomas
Machel discovered a Roman well containing pottery and leather (Philosophical
Transactions of the Royal Society, 158 [1684], 25 ff.).
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It is without doubt one of the more intriguing discoveries of Roman material in NorthWest England, and it is extremely unlikely that a fully satisfactory explanation of it will
ever be found.
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