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HE parish of Cleator has had a long association with industry, although its iron and
spade forges, its iron mining and its flax manufacture caused no really spectacular
growth of population in the locality before the middle of the 19th century. Thereafter,
the small town of Cleator Moor grew upon what had been, in the words of a
contemporary "within the memory of people still living, but a bare moor".1 The new
town, moreover, had a very distinct identity, both ethnic and social, calling on a
paternalistic leadership at one end of the social spectrum, and on a deep sense of
religious, nationalistic or organisational cohesiveness at the other. This short article
represents only the barest introduction to what could be a surpassingly fascinating
subject, throwing some light on the nature of the mid-Victorian urban world.
As will be seen, the new town had some roots of continuity in the past, and it grew out
of the industry, enterprise and geographical advantages already exhibited in the old
village of Cleator. The rich haematite iron ore of the district, and the proximity of the
parish to a developing coastal shipping traffic and to a new railway system, together
account for the rapid transformation of the parish and moor, although they do not tell us
anything about the inner character of the settlement that grew there. Today, a
substantially built, self-consciously laid out townlet seems to stand partially abandoned
in mid-development, left there by the recession of the industries that gave it life. As one
passes through the sandstone rows of Cleator village, one is still in a semi-rural
atmosphere, one not very far removed from the assumptions of 18th-century society,
even though the inhabitants of Cleator were even then thoroughly set in an industrial
way of life. There had been spade-makers in Cleator2 (as there still were less than a
generation ago) before the flax mill of Henry Birley was set into operation in 180o, and
the combined effects of spade forge, flax mill and iron and coal mining caused the parish
population to increase from 363 (18o 1) to 571 (181 1) and then to 818 (1821). The lastmentioned rate of increase, some 28 per cent, was more than double the average rate for
rural districts of Cumberland calculated for the same decade,' although the flax mill
ceased to work before the end of the following decade, and the parish population fell back
to 487 by 1831. There could be no more convincing evidence of the degree of
employment previously provided by the Birley enterprise. The flax mill remained derelict
until 1837-8, when Thomas Ainsworth put it into working order once more, and the
industry recommenced.4 By 1841 the population had recovered, and the local total had
reached 763, again an indicator of the employment provided by the new master.
Meanwhile, a large part of the parish, Cleator Moor, was divided and enclosed in 1825
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and the years immediately following. Large areas of common land were allotted to local
landowners, including a number of yeomen, and hedged off after they had been divided
and in some cases purchased.' Enclosure, as so often, resulted in the creation of new
occupation roads and the straightening or improvement of highways, and the plan shows
the pattern of paths and roadways that was to affect, later, the shape of the new town, in
particular the through lane from Wath Bridge to Keekle Bridge, the approach to
Jacktrees Farm, and Birks Gate. The Moor was by no means devoid of industrial
activity, and the Carron Company of Scotland, which had mined in the district in the
eighteenth century, owned land and mines in the Jacktrees area, while other lessees
mined at Aldby and Crowgarth and elsewhere. It was left to the flax mill proprietor,
Thomas Ainsworth, to undertake the act of investment6 that would set going a new and
separate community, by causing the two earliest smelting furnaces of the Whitehaven
Haematite Iron Company to be erected on the western side of the Moor in 1842, the first
modern-type smelting site to be set into use in the north-west.
What prompted Thomas Ainsworth of the Flosh, Cleator, the energetic flax spinner, to
become an ironworks and iron mining proprietor? It should be borne in mind that the
railway down the Cumberland coast was foreshadowed as early as 1836,' and that there
was every prospect that the Cleator district would soon have rail facilities, although in
fact through rail communication with the south was not achieved until 1857, and much
ore was taken to Whitehaven by cart until that time. Next, Ainsworth's neighbours, the
Lindows, commenced mining at Gutterby in 1834,8 and Ainsworth himself (184o)
followed a prospector named Attwood at Aldby and Birks, becoming the most productive
mines operator in the Cleator district by 1846.9 Again, Ainsworth already knew where he
could obtain supplies of labour should his enterprises expand rapidly, and the census
enumerators' sheets for 184110 show that Cleator village contained a number of Irish
iron miners, as well as a scattering of female flax workers of the same nationality. Indeed,
there was a substantial Irish population in Whitehaven in 1835.11 Ainsworth's flaxspinning business is believed to have obtained its flax supplies from Ireland, and
recruiting routes for workers from that country cannot have been too difficult to
establish.
Recruitment, however, was obviously limited by the accommodation available, and
until the 185os the majority of the district's iron miners had to seek shelter in the old
village of Cleator, which acquired several rows of terrace houses and a considerably
augmented population. Unfortunately, the furnace colony on the Moor appeared just
after the 1841 Census was taken, although in 1851 some 339 persons lived at that site,
the first main growth point for the town of Cleator Moor. Out of 40 heads of households
in these houses (38 of whom occupied the terrace known as Furnace View), nearly half,
or 19 out of 40, were Irish.12 The latter included several furnace workers who had so
originated, although fewer than a third of the families in these houses were directly
dependent on the ironworks for a living. The majority of the local iron miners, as we
have seen, still lived in Cleator village, and only two heads of families in the Moor colony
followed that occupation. The latter group included two quarrymen or lime burners,
three general labourers, a soap boiler, an agricultural labourer, two lodging house
keepers, a dressmaker, a stonemason and a joiner.13 Perhaps nothing could illustrate
more clearly the complex pattern of settlement formation, as industry was superposed on
a rural way of life. The non-local element was not confined to the Irish; several Scots
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families were in evidence. A small world quite distinct from that of the Cumbrian
countryside was beginning to appear, whilst a few survivors from the old farming and
yeoman society, like the Jenkinsons of Todholes, remained.
It is also clear that the new settlers lived in crowded conditions, and at Nos. I-40 on
the Moor (the furnace colony), the average number of persons per inhabited house was
7.7, which indicates a serious state of overcrowding by modern standards. Such
pressures, it should be added, seem to have been common in the parish at large, and the
implied social problem remained.
Several profoundly important developments took place in the fifties. The Whitehaven
and Furness Junction Railway was extended to Egremont, with a branch from Moor
Row to Cleator Moor and Frizington, and this line, the Whitehaven Cleator and
Egremont Railway, was opened to goods traffic on II January 1855.14 This meant that
existing mines proprietors enjoyed an opportunity for almost limitless expansion of
output, although they did not, at that date, fully understand how fortune was to favour
them, if only because Henry Bessemer, the inventor (1856) of the first effective means of
mass-producing cheap steel, is said to have "relied entirely upon haematite iron made at
Cleator Moor and Workington",15 and Thomas Ainsworth was thereby in an especially
strong position, as were others, the Lindows at Jacktrees, Anthony Hill at Crowgarth,
and John Stirling, ultimately the most successful mine-owner, at Todholes from 1858.'6
These mines were rapidly equipped with their own tramlines and spur lines; meanwhile,
the spectacular effect of the railway-Bessemer boom is reflected in the total Cumberland
iron ore production figures, 2007788 tons in 1855, and nearly double that figure, 400,306
tons, only four years later.17 The Cleator Moor mines contributed very largely to this
figure – they made up roughly one-third of the West Cumberland haematite output in
1 849.18 The effect of enlarging the work-force can be seen in the following figures:

1841
1851

1861

Conspectus of general population growth, Cleator Parish
Houses
Popn.
No. of
Popn.
Inhab.
Uninhab.
Bldg.
Sample
Irish
763
120
4
6
—
94
1,200
154
2
5
122
29
3,029
303
176
477
5
3

Irish19
12.3
27.0

58.1

It should be borne in mind, of course, that this great influx did not happen steadily,
but that much of it must have occurred after 1855, although it is strange to find so few
houses under construction. The enumerators' sheets for the Census of 1861 describe the
population of Cleator Moor as it was in the April of that year. Identification of houses
and settlements is sometimes made difficult by the absence of street numbers as such. By
studying the sheets in conjunction with the six-inch Ordnance Survey map of 1863,20 we
can see very clearly (Fig. I) how far the physical growth of the town had proceeded;
hence, there were houses in the south west quarter of Birks road, and there were almost
complete blocks of houses on North, Aldby and Wyndham streets in the vicinity of the
present town centre,21 as well as a long row on the north side of Ennerdale Road. These
street names were, even then, in use.
The 1861 census details tell us something about the living conditions of the Irish as
compared with other groups in Cleator Moor, or as compared with the generality of the
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parish. Few of the Irish heads of sample households were very young men, and a
minority had had children born in Scotland. Most, however, had had children born in
Cleator Moor, the average age of such children being about three years — that is to say,
most of the labouring settlers of Irish birth had been in the village for at least that time,
and had probably come in between three and six years previously, that is during the
period of rapid mining expansion. The households of the Irish were not, by the standards
of the time and place, especially overcrowded, and the sampled households of that group
contained 5.7 persons, as against 6.4 for the parish. Averages, as we shall see, can be
misleading. Although Irish families in the 1861 sample contained 4.9 persons and were
not unusually large, the same households contained lodgers with greater regularity than
did native ones. Having regard to the size of the terrace houses in which these families
lived, it was a fortunate circumstance that most of the families concerned were fairly
small. Moreover, there was much deviation from the mean, so that Joseph Lindsey, who
then lived on "Cleator Moor" (the ironworks area) and was 4o years of age, had seven
children in his household, while his neighbour, John Dougan, aged 34, had only one
child, but understandably enough found room for two lodgers, both Irish ore miners. In a
minority of instances, nine, ten or eleven persons squeezed inside these two-up-and-twodown cottages. Rather under a third of the householders took lodgers, and nearly all the
lodger-takers had three children or fewer. A house in Aldby Street had ten persons in it,
but this was because Michael Lawless, the householder, who himself had only one child,
had a visiting Irish family of seven sharing the house with him!
A more satisfactory idea of the distribution of persons per household or house can be
obtained from the census details available for 46 houses in North Street. The average
number to a house was just over six persons for the street as a whole, but so much
depends on the arrangement and ages of families. The area itself has been demolished,
although some similar houses were still to be seen, a few years ago, in Queen Street and
Duke Street, and the rooms are very small:22
Census of 1861
No. of persons
Nos. of houses with persons indicated

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 IO
3 6 9 7 3 7 3 2 I

II
-

12 13
-

4

As can be seen, there were some desperate cases of overcrowding, although these were
in a distinct minority. They were common enough, no doubt, to inflame anti-Irish
folklore in the surrounding localities. Unhappily, the iron ore miner's occupation marked
him off from other men, as the haematite permeated his pores and gave him a Red Indian
appearance, and the town had no regular water supplies and no suitable sanitation, just
as it had no medical or hospital facilities to deal with industrial injuries, and when one
adds to the difficulties of life in such a quasi-encampment the sense of religious and
national separation, then it is clear that Cleator Moor represented an incipient social
problem of a very serious kind.
As the town entered the sixties, it also entered stormy waters of a more general
character. The period was to experience the recoil of feeling against Fenianism and the
rise of "Murphyism" and its anti-Catholic and anti-Irish passions, as well as a recurrence
of working-class loathing of the Irishman as a provider of cheap labour. In 1864, Irish
dock labourers in Barrow were driven out of the town for such a reason, and two years
later, Irish ore miners at Haverigg (Hodbarrow) came into conflict with English and

tcwaas_002_1978_vol78_0019

168

CLEATOR AND CLEATOR MOOR

Welsh navvies.23 Cleator Moor merely acquired a dubious reputation, perhaps of a
largely unwarranted character, and nationalistic passions only flared into the open when
William Murphy included Whitehaven in his itinerary in 1871,24 the police believing that
his proposed public appearances were "likely to lead to dangerous riots".25 It was much
later, in 1884, that a grossly provocative Orange demonstration in Cleator Moor released
the slumbering passions of both natives and Irishmen, and led directly to bloodshed and
the use of firearms.26
Life in the new town was in general less sensational. Its ill reputation was based
largely on the excessive drinking of the inhabitants, which occasionally led to serious
consequences, as in the case of a Christmas Day carousal which resulted in the kicking to
death of a beerhouse keeper, Michael Kelly.27 Certainly drink was a great problem in the
growing community, and a report of 187o is indicative: "Supt Little stated that, as usual,
there were a great many cases from Cleator Moor for drunkenness and other offences
...". Letters alleging widespread insobriety in the town appeared in the same issue of the
Whitehaven News, and it is worth noticing that the men charged included persons with
names like McAvoy, Duffy, Barry and Gilfoy.28 However, there may well have been a
connection between lack of home comfort and space and recourse to the beershop, just as
the lack of any real quality in life, and the grinding labour to which the miner was
accustomed, resulted in occasional brutality and violence.
Life, after all, was cheap. The establishment of a casualty station, miscalled a hospital,
at Jacktrees in 1867, led inadvertently to the preservation of an "accident book"29 which
contains a horrifying record of the injuries of miners brought there to die, or somehow to
survive with only the barest minimum of treatment. It was at least recognised that a man
should be allowed to lie, or to die, in clean sheets rather than in the grime and
overcrowding of his home surroundings. The Victorian social conscience, here as
elsewhere, seems to have had a dual character, compounded of altruism and honourable
discharge of obligations, and a sense of guilt. It compelled into action various forms of
paternalism — attendance to basic social needs — towards those who were held to be
unable to help themselves, or who were deserving in some broad moral sense. The
slowness of basic provision for casualties shows at their most indicative the laissez-faire
assumptions common in the industry of the period; it was held to be a man's own
responsibility if he undertook a dangerous job in the course of providing for a family, and
the provision of a bed for him to suffer in was therefore an act of kindness rather than an
obligation.
Paternalism in Cleator Moor, then, operated in ways which were typical of the period,
in being concerned first of all with religion and education (both, of course, leading to
moral reformation and self-help), and only secondly with sanitation and the provision of
basic communal services. The new town, however, had a strong social cohesiveness at
several levels, occupational, nationalistic and religious, and its citizens showed
themselves to be eminently capable of what can only be called collective self-help, in that
they created one of the most successful co-operative societies in the north of England. It
was perhaps true to the character of the place that the first religious building to be
erected in the locality (after the old parish church of St Leonard in Cleator) was the
Catholic Church of the Sacred Heart (1853) built by local subscriptions,30 and this was
followed by a Wesleyan Methodist Church, seating 500, in 1862.31 The town did not
attract only Irish Catholics and Cumbrian or Northumbrian Methodists; it also drew in
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men from Scotland (as the census enumerations show), and in 1859 "from forty to fifty
ardent admirers of the ploughman bard" attended a Burns Supper at "the newly erected
Railway Hotel in Cleator Moor".32 By that time, however, the most influential local
Scotsman of all, John Stirling of Fairburn, had commenced mining operations at
Todholes, and it was he who made the most demonstrative gestures of benevolence
towards the community. These may well have been prompted by the success of the
Montreal Mine, commenced by Stirling in 1862,33 and unique in that coal and iron
riches flowed up the same shaft; but the benevolence nevertheless took the tangible form
of the provision of the Montreal Schools (1866), with an original allotment of space for
30o children, and an institute "on the ground floor consisting of reading room, billiard
room and library".34 In the following year Stirling caused the Jacktrees "hospital",
which had no resident doctor or nurse, to be opened. He subsequently promoted a further
set of school premises opened in connection with the new parish church of St John,
Cleator Moor (1872), and these, like the Montreal Schools, were "appropriated to the
Church of England" — an interesting gesture by a Scot in what was primarily an Irish
Catholic community! The underlying tensions and conflicts, in a time and district
wherein Anglican education or strong Protestant views could easily lead to Orange
sympathies, have scarcely been explored by historians.
An established local family, the Lindow connection, was not only involved in the
promotion of Anglican interests (through, for example, the creation of the new Peel
District of St John and the furnishing of the church), but, from the family residence of
Ehen Hall, whence large estates were administered, it also encouraged the strengthening
of the bonds of paternalism and deference which were so prominent a feature of life in
rural districts of the Lake Counties.35 The Lindow influence was directed towards the
maintenance of sobriety (such as existed), and it is noticeable that the Cleator Band of
Hope and Temperance Society was enabled to use the premises of John Lindow at Ehen
Hall, and that after the Society had paraded 40o children and a rifle band round the
district, Mrs Lindow assisted in serving the 350 members who sat down to tea. 36
Likewise, the chairman of the Cleator Moor Local Board adopted a deferential tone in an
address to the Lindow family when Jonas Lindow Burns of Hazel Holm was married to a
granddaughter of a Spedding of Summergrove: "Mr Lindow was one who did the utmost
in his power to ameliorate the condition of the workingman, while he stood only second
as the largest landed proprietor in West Cumberland".37 On this occasion, 400 workers
from the mines and ironworks dined at Ehen Hall.
It is doubtful how far these observances touched the real problems of a growing urban
community, although it shoUld be said in fairness that when the Cleator Moor Local
Board held its first meeting on 27 December 1864, Jonas Lindow Burns took the chair;
and it may also be significant that in the absence of a civic office or building, the meeting
was held in the Haematite Iron Company schoolroom. 38 Ainsworth of the Flosh evidently
wielded considerable influence in the early affairs of the Board,39 which under the terms
of the 1858 Local Government Act had a considerable range of powers.40 Burns,
however, relinquished the chairmanship after about eighteen months, and Stirling gave
assistance in the background. The detailed work of the Board was henceforward carried
out by managerial representatives of the main firms, notably by John F. Kirkconel,
manager of the Haematite Ironworks, who occupied the chairmanship during the first
two decades of the Board's existence. During the same period, a few professional men
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and tradesmen joined the Board, which had a sound enough sense of priorities but few
resources beyond the goodwill of the main local firms.
In March, 1865, it was proposed that £2,500 be borrowed, for a 3o year term, in order
that the town could proceed with a sewage scheme.41 It was, however, soon understood
that no sewage provision could be effective unless there was a town's water supply to
flush out the sewers themselves, and so the Board concentrated on obtaining adequate
water resources. Accordingly a deputation consisting of Burns, Ainsworth and two others
was directed "to wait upon the Haematite Iron Co. and others interested in obtaining a
supply of water from Cross Laking". In the event a temporary supply was obtained from
the pumping engines of Stirling's Montreal Mine, and connected with this was an
apparatus for filling water carts — which sold the precious fluid round the town at a
halfpenny for two tins full! — and also a storage reservoir for 2,000 gallons.42 But
supplies remained short for several years thereafter, and not only did the flushing of the
sewers remain an impossibility, but it was equally out of the question to install water
closets in Cleator Moor.43 It will be borne in mind that the population of the town was
growing rapidly throughout this period, and that it had doubled again in population by
the early 187os. Meanwhile, there are significantly frequent references to "nuisances"
(i.e. earth privies and filthy ashpits) in the rear of Cleator Moor dwellings at this time.44
The members of the Board appear to have worked together in much harmony, as far
as inscrutable minute entries permit us to judge; but the spending of public money could
arouse atavistic passions even in face of such desperate social need, and the Whitehaven
News brought occasional differences to life:45
Another characteristic encounter took place between the Chairman and Mr Cumberford . . .
The Chairman severely animadverted on Mr Cumberford's conduct in giving information to
the press . . .
Mr Cumberford: I told you I would expose your conduct.
Another scene followed.
Mr Cumberford:... you are throwing away the money of the place, and I believe you will go
on until you are bankrupt. You have been once or twice at the point of bankruptcy already.
The attacker continually referred to "the Chairman's ninepins", a reference which
will not be lost on historians,4ó and he seems to have been a Ratepayers' Party on his
own. For the rest, relatively innocent remarks by Board members sometimes throw light
on the general atmosphere and appearance of the Moor at that time:47
Mr Dodds said, since they ceased to have a surveyor, people were keeping pigs in their
backyards....
Mr Mossop thought that poultry was a great nuisance about Cleator Moor ... (1866).
Only a month or so after this discussion, cholera appeared in a house in Leconfield
Street,48 and it was perhaps little more than an accident that pestilence did not sweep the
entire colony. Such shocks turned the minds of the members to the aim of obtaining an
isolation hospital (in view of the danger of smallpox), and there was much inconclusive
discussion of this need between the summer of 1872 and the spring of 1873.49 The debate
on general hospital provision dragged on until 1882, when it was resolved that the
authority apply to the Local Government Board "for power to borrow the sum of £3,500
for the purpose of erecting a permanent hospital at Galemire", this to be shared between
Whitehaven, Egremont, Arlecdon, Frizington and Cleator Moor.S° Our point here is not
that improved medical and hospital facilities were not ultimately made available to an
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industrial community, but that outposts of this kind had to do without the most
elementary provision for prolonged periods. Meanwhile, there had been joint action to
establish a hospital for infectious diseases."
The record in the case of water supply and lighting was somewhat better, although in
the case of the local waterworks there was still a problem in meeting both the needs of
industry and domestic requirements. There is little doubt that considerable progress was
made in less than a decade.S2 A Gas Company came increasingly into effective operation
in the mid-seventies, and street lamps were being installed in various dark corners of the
town in 1877.53 But there was no fire brigade in the town until 1878,54 and it is fortunate
that parts of the place did not suffer from a conflagration.
With the slow but steady improvement came a growth of civic pride. In these early
decades, Cleator Moor had had no very visible centre, and it consisted primarily of rather
featureless rows of houses. The beginning of the Moor's market square was as follows.
On 2 October 1871, it was decided in the Local Board meeting that "A market be
established, and that about seventy yards in length of Jacktrees Road and from the
corner of Jacktrees Road opposite Mr Richardson's shop along Ennerdale Road to Mr
Kelly's Joiner Shop to be the Market Place". In 1876 it was decided to make the Market
Place more than a muddy waste, and so slag was carted on to it to provide a solid
foundation. In 1877-8, a local contractor, Mr Doloughan (and not all the local Irish it is
plain, were scapegraces or worked in the mines) was set to building the Market Hall and
Public Offices: these would be the buildings facing Jacktrees Road. In 1882, the Market
Hall was extended.55 The present Public Library Building was not erected until 1906, on
the strength of a Carnegie Grant.56
On the opposite side of Jacktrees Road stands a building with a fine iron work
verandah, the shop and offices of the Cleator Moor Co-operative Society; and this, in its
way, tells us quite as much about the social history of Cleator Moor as does an account of
its early local government. It is a monument to the collective self-help already mentioned.
The Society was formed, as far as can be ascertained, in 1858, and is therefore one of the
earliest durable social organisations in the town. Its early attempts to organise are not,
unfortunately, noticed in the contemporary co-operative press, although it is very evident
that the local society made rapid progress in the mid-sixties. After the Local Board was
formed in 1863-4, it is very noticeable that the ratepayers, intent on petitioning for a
market hall, met in the Co-operative Hall at Cleator Moor," and that the movement had
already thus provided a social centre. In 1867 the secretary of the society (J. Douglas)
reported that "The number of members is 64o, and the amount of share capital £2,229 —
both greater than at any former time. The clog and shoe store has now been open twelve
months .. ."58 In March, 1869, the president reported that "We intended to have another
branch open before this, but could not get suitable premises", and by the winter of 186970, the membership had risen to 1,050, a major achievement in such a small town. The
president remarked that "We opened a branch in Hensingham ... about two months
since; and now we are looking for premises to hold one in Cleator".S9
Some six years later, the present buildings, opposite the market square, were opened,6°
and in 1882 the Society projected the "steam mill" which is another prominent landmark
in the town centre.ó1 What is especially striking to the social historian is the remarkable
parallelism of the history of this society to that of another one — also rooted in a
community of iron ore miners — at Dalton-in-Furness, which grew in membership with
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PLATE I. - Miners' housing near the Cleator Moor town centre, built c. i 86o.
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similar rapidity and which branched out early in similar fashion.62 Why did co-operation
find such suitable soil in these mining communities? In the history of yet another
somewhat similar community, and co-operative society, that of the haematite mining and
smelting settlement at Askam-in-Furness, there may be part of the answer:63
The tyranny practised by the shopkeepers knows no limit; and thus it is that the working men
are all slaves to the petty dealer. For the sake of a little of "Mr Credit's" favour, they subject
themselves to all kinds of insult. They get an inferior article at 3o per cent above the value,
short weight, and are not infrequently charged for what they never had. These are facts, and
"facts are stubborn things ...".
Rapidly growing settlements attracted the speculator and the tradesman, and a semiliterate public could become a prey to abuse far too easily. Yet such communities also
tended to draw large groups of men who were quickly tied by religion, occupation and
neighbourhood bonds, and who worked in association easily. Such groups threw up their
own natural leaders, and whereas trade unionism was likely to be sternly opposed by the
masters, co-operation was, at this period, regarded as safe and respectable, and often
received the blessing of major magnates. It is the case that such blessing was given at
Dalton-in-Furness, and in both towns the co-operative retailing public accounted for a
large part of the population. By 1883 the Cleator Moor society owned its own farm on
Jacktrees Road, and had evidently established at least 13 branches in the area, with main
premises on King Street (part of the present building) and Leconfield Street. It was, at
this period, the most flourishing society in Cumberland and one of the most dynamic in
the north of England64 and it is one of the paradoxes of local history that co-operation in
the important Whitehaven district, even during a period of major economic development,
remained under the control of the men from Cleator Moor. The latter town's name came,
with reason, first in the local society's title.
Social and religious tension, and collective and industrial achievement; it is a pity that
so much in the history of this remarkable community has remained buried. It is clear that
it has almost as many facets as industrial civilisation itself, and just as clear that the
study of urban history cannot be confined to generalisation about major cities. The story
of employer-inspired paternalism is a familiar one, and is in this instance, as in so many
others, at bottom a history of tardy reaction — and sometimes, altruistic response — to the
desperate needs of a largely working-class encampment. In the case of Cleator Moor,
however, the basic need for some control over food and clothing supplies was met by
determined collective effort of a largely spontaneous nature. It would be sad to be denied
further information on its nature and history.
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See, e.g., J. Melville and J. L. Hobbs, Early Railway History in Furness (CW Tract Series, XIII, 195i), I2.

J. D. Kendall, "Notes on the History of Mining in Cumberland and N. Lancashire" (Trans. N. of Eng.
Min. and Mech. Engineers, 188 4-5), 93.
9 Ibid., and p. 94.
1° P.R.O., HO/107/1 56 (I ), sheets for all that district south of the Egremont-Lamplugh Road. These and
other local enumerators' books for the census are available on microfilm at the Record Office, Carlisle.
11 R.C. on the State of the Irish Poor in Great Britain, B.P.P., xxxiv, 1836, which gives the Whitehaven
Irish population as about 400 (Appendices on individual towns).
12 P.R.O. HO 1°7/2437/IA, Enumeration District IA, 283-405, which included "the whole of Cleator
Moor".
13 Loc. cit.
14 Oliver Wood, "The Development of the Coal, Iron and Shipbuilding Industries of West Cumberland,
1750-1914" (Ph.D. thesis, University of London, 1952), 241.
15 Wood, op. cit., 242.
16 Op. cit., 240-I.
17 Kendall, op. cit., 97.
18 Op. cit.,
94.
19 This sampling technique, whereby 1 o per cent of a population is picked out at random (avoiding
distorting factors like workhouses), is thought to give useful results.
20 P.R.O., RG 9/3951, Enumeration District IG, Book 1 (the enumerator was John Southward of Jacktrees
Farm); O.S. map (6 inch), Sheet LXVII, Cumberland, surveyed in 1863.
21 This area is now largely demolished.
22 It should be borne in mind that there was, at this time, little or no surplus accommodation in Cleator
village, because Ainsworth's flax mill was considerably expanded in 1858-9 (Whitehaven News, t o
February 18 59).
23 Barrow Herald, 23 April 1864; Whitehaven News, 12 July 1866.
24 Riot papers, CQ/PW/8, at the Record Office, Carlisle.
25 Riot Papers, CQ/PW/8.
26 Riot papers, CQ/PW/9.
27 Whitehaven News, 6 January i 8
59.
28 Whitehaven Herald, 21 December 1870.
29 Examined by courtesy of Mrs. Edith Bell.
30 Bulmer, Directory of Cumberland
(1902), 533.
31 Bulmer, Directory of Cumberland (
188 3), 99.
32 Whitehaven News, 3 February 18
59.
33 Wood, op. cit., 2
33.
34 Bulmer, op. cit., ( 188
3), 99.
35 See, e.g., J. D. Marshall, Old Lakeland (1971), Chap. X., passim.
36 Whitehaven News, 31 May 1866.
37 Whitehaven News,
i8 July i 867.
38 MS Minute Books of Cleator Moor Local Board, Vol. i (27 December 1864 to i7 June 1872), by courtesy
of the former Ennerdale Rural District Council.
39
This was presumably David Ainsworth, who was a member during the first 15 years of the Board's
existence.
ao j. Redlich and F. W. Hirst, English Local Government,
1 39-43, 148-9.
41 Board Mins.,
21 March 1865.
42
Board Mins., 24 April 1865; i8 June, io July 1866; 9 September 1867.
43 Board Mins., 18 June 1866.
44 e.g., Board Mins., 2 July 1866.
45 Whitehaven News, 5 July 1866.
46
The original "ninepins" were of course Sir William Lowther's parliamentary interest group and rotten
borough members in the i 8th century.
47 Whitehaven News, loc. cit.
8

tcwaas_002_1978_vol78_0019

CLEATOR AND CLEATOR MOOR

1 75

Whitehaven News, 16 August 1866.
49 Mins., 24 June, 29 July, 28 October, II November, 1872; 2 April, 3 April, April, 18 April, 21 April,
7
1873.

48

J0 Mins., 7 August 1882.
51 Mins., 3o December 1879; 23 February 188o, 3 May 1880.
52 Mins., 21 April 1873.
53 Mins., 6 August 1877, i8 August, 26 September 1877.
54 Mins., 12 September 1878.
55 Mins., 7 February, 8 May, 3 September 1877; 25 November 1878, 19 June 1882.
56 Cf., Kelly's

Directory for 1921, Cumberland, 123-5, for its valuable historical account.

57 Local Board Mins., 13 January 1865. The original Co-operative store was in Ennerdale Road.
58 The Co-operator, No. 121, I October 186
7, p. 529.
59 The Co-operator, No. 191, 27 March 1869, pp. 202-3; No. 231, I January 187o, p. I I.
6o Local Board Mins., 21 June 1875.
61 Information by courtesy of Cleator Moor Local Study Group.
62 J. D. Marshall, Furness and the Industrial Revolution (1958), 31o; Centenary brochure,

operative Society, 1861-1961 (Dalton, 1961), 3-4.
63 Report from Askam in The Co-operator, No. 229, Dec. 18, 1869, p. 871.
64 Cf. Bulmer, Directory, 1883, Io3-5; Co-operative Wholesale Societies' Annual for 1888

Dalton Co-

and

passim.

These volumes give details of membership and turnover by counties.
Since this paper was written, a lively and informative study, Iron Ore and After, by Ross Barber, has
appeared (1976). This adds numerous illustrative points on the history of Cleator Moor to the present
study.

tcwaas_002_1978_vol78_0019

tcwaas_002_1978_vol78_0019

