ART. XIV John Kendall and his Diary
By Rev. HUGH PRINCE
—

A

NYONE going to Isell church, and passing round the east wall of the chancel would
notice a very finely lettered tombstone, telling, in roman characters which are the
work of a master craftsman, how John Kendall was Vicar of Isell for fifty-three years.
Here were deposited
the Remains of the Revd.
JOHN KENDALL B.A.
He departed this Life May 7th
1782 in the 81st year of his Age
having been Vicar
of this Parish 53 years

His tenure of the benefice is the longest recorded, the next longest being that of
Christopher Hilton Wybergh, who held it for fifty years.
An obituary notice appeared in the Cumberland Pacquet for Tuesday 14 May 1782,
which reads: "Tuesday last at Isell near Cockermouth in the Both year of his age, after a
long and tedious illness, which he bore with exemplary patience and fortitude of mind,
the Rev. Mr Kendall, upwards of 5o years Vicar of that parish, beloved by his friends
and esteemed by his parishioners."
John Kendall was a Westmorland man, born in the parish of Morland, where there
had been a number of families of the name for many generations. He was born 1702-3,
and his father was Robert Kendall, apparently a yeoman farmer. At that time two of the
name, Robert and John, were Churchwardens.
From the Morland Parish Registers,' in which Kendalls occur from the earliest date,
his antecedents would appear to be:
John Kendall (possibly of Newbie) c. 1 550
John son of John, Baptised 6 January 1 575
William son of John, younger, Baptised io November 1662
Robert son of William Kendall of Newbie, Baptised 2 July 1665
John son of Robert Kendall of Croglin Hall, Baptised 3o April 1702

He would seem to have had two brothers and a sister; baptised as follows:
1704 Robert son of Robert Kendall of Croglin Hall
1708 Thomas son of Robert Kendall of Croglin Hall
1714 Agnes daughter of Robert Kendall of Croglin Hall

There were also Kendalls at Meaburn, and at Morland itself.
After his village schooling he would probably go on to Appleby Grammar School, and
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as with so many Westmorland boys, went on to Queen's College Oxford, matriculating
March 1720-1, when he was eighteen years of age. He received his degree of Bachelor
on 3 February 1724-5. He would be ordained Deacon the same year with a title to the
assistant curacy of Plumbland, for when he appears in the Bishop's Registers as being
ordained Priest on 5 June 1726 it was as Curate of Plumbland.'
Probably no further curacy intervened until his presentation to the living of Isell by
the then Patron. In the Isell Parish Register there is a record that he was inducted to his
living by his own rector of Plumbland, his predecessor at Ise11. "Mem. That Mr John
Kendall was inducted into this Parish Church of Isell this third day of June 1729 by me,
Thomas Leathes Rector of Plumbland, in the presence of Rd. Messenger, Tho. Carter,
Churchwardens, Stephen Grave, Curate of Bassenthwaite." He was then twenty-six
years of age.'
Isell had been vacant since 1728 when Thomas Leathes, who had been vicar 1719-28,
moved to Plumbland. Leathes was a local man, son of John Leathes of Cockermouth,
and later in life, he and others founded the almshouses which once stood at the top of
Kirkgate, Cockermouth.
The Ise11 registers record the events of Kendall's family life:
22

"1731 April 21st, Baptised Wilfrid, son of John Kendall, Vicar." John Kendall had married
Hannah Dent, of York, and Wilfrid was the only child by this first wife. Wilfrid went to
St. Bees, married Letitia Stephenson, and they have many descendants living today.
"1732 November 8th, Buried Hannah wife of John Kendall, Vicar. The righteous shall be had
in everlasting remembrance. Ps 112.6". There is no indication where in the churchyard
she is buried.

John Kendall then married Mary Fisher, probably in 1735, but not in Isell Church.
"1736 April 8th Baptised Robert son of John Kendall Vicar."
"1737 March 2nd Baptised Ann daughter of John Kendall, Vicar." She married George Orr of
Cockermouth.
"1739 February ,6th Baptised Elizabeth daughter of John Kendall Vicar". She married, in
Isell church, William Kitchen, Cabinet-maker, of Whitehaven.
"1742 September 16th Baptised William son of John Kendall, Vicar." He married Miss
Hewitt, and their son John became Vicar of Wrexham.
"1745 June 6th Baptised Mary daughter of John Kendall, Vicar." She married the Revd.
Thomas Edmondson of Cockermouth.
"1745 December loth Buried Mary Fisher, Widow, Ise11 Vicarage." Mary Fisher would
appear to be John Kendall's Mother-in-law, who in her widowhood had come to live at
the vicarage.
"1747 April 17th Baptised John son of John Kendall, Vicar." He was the last child, and he died
in about five weeks, and his mother likewise a few days later.
"1747 May 21st Buried John son of John Kendall Vicar."
"1747 June 3rd Buried Mary wife of John Kendall, Vicar."
" 1 757 February loth Married, George Orr of the Parish of Cockermouth, Merchant, and Ann
Kendall of this Parish, by Licence, with the Consent of her Father, by me John
Kendall." She was then only nineteen.
"1760 April 14th Married the Revd. Mr John Kendall, Vicar of this Parish, Clerk, and Ann
Harriman of the same Parish, Widow, were married in the church by a Licence, Wm.
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Cookson Curate of Setmurthy." She was John Kendall's third wife, and had no issue.
He was 58 years of age.
"1762 June 5th Married William Kitchen of the Parish and town of Whitehaven, Cabinetmaker, and Elizabeth Kendall of this Parish, Spinster, by a Licence, with the Consent of
her father, by me John Kendall, Vicar."
"1767 February 27th Buried Ann wife of John Kendall, Vicar."
"1782 May 9th Buried the Revd. John Kendall B.A. in the eighty-first year of his age, having
been Vicar of this Parish three and fifty years." From the obituary he appears to have
died on Tuesday 7th May.
"1783 October 3oth Married Joseph Clemetson of the Parish of Isell Batchelor and Hannah
Kendall of the Parish of St. Bees, by a Licence, by me Wm. Sewell."

Hannah was the daughter of John Kendall's first child Wilfrid, by his first wife. There
is a tombstone in Cockermouth churchyard "Joseph Clemetson died 13.6.1851, in the
10 1st year of his age." William Sewell, who officiated, was perpetual Curate of
Setmurthy, a Parish which he served, as schoolmaster and Curate for sixty two years,
exceeding both C.H. Wybergh (5o years) and John Kendall (53 years) for length of
service.
Some families reduce and disappear. John Kendall's family has shown no such
weakness, and many descendants of the eighth and ninth generation are living today,
scattered in many parts of the world, notably in Australia. Of the earlier generations not
a few took to the sea, and at least three were ordained in the Church of England. The
descendants have been notable for keeping the different branches in touch, and for
visiting and corresponding, even across the globe. In 1967 there was printed privately in
Sydney a volume of the letters of Elizabeth Kendall Bate, great-great granddaughter of
the Vicar Kendall of Isell, and of others of the family. In 1971 Major G.K. Gillberry
collated all known information about the descendants of John Kendall, and provided
copies for the extended family.
Not infrequently descendants of John Kendall came, sometimes half round the world,
to Isell, to see John Kendall's tombstone, and also wrote to the Vicar and to the Bishop
for information. Little has appeared from the parish records, or indeed from any other
source, to indicate that the half century during which John Kendall was Vicar, were
other than uneventful years in parish life. The church registers indicate that the vicar
was a methodical man, and in the Bishop's Correction Books of the Diocese it is recorded
in 1733 that "it is usual for the Vicar to keep the Register." In the Register itself — that is
in the the old Register,' commenced by Vicar Starke in 1669 — appear these words
At this date (175o) endeth this Register containing a Term of Eighty-One Years: viz from the
Year of Our Lord 1669 to 175o Inclusive; tho it appears that within this compass three years,
that is 1673, 1674 and 1675 are a wanting. How this has happened cannot be known at this
distance of time. I think myself obliged to declare further for the satisfaction of those into whose
hands this may fall that tho it be not here specified that every particular year since I came to this
place was transmitted to the Bishop's Registry, yet they were all duly transmitted every Yearly
Visitation. So that none need doubt that this is a good and Authentic Register. Witness my
hand, John Kendall, Vicar.

From the Correction Books it can be found that the Parish Clerk's office was held from
before 1731 to 1735 by Joseph Ritson, and that he was followed 1736 to 1743 by Jacob
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Ritson, who after relinquishing the office for two years to Daniel Alcock, continued
again until 1765, he was followed by John Peile 1766-85.
In 1736 the Churchwardens reported that "the roof of the Chancel is somewhat out of
repair, but will be repaired this summer." In 1742 there was a case of fornication
presented by the Churchwardens at the Visitation, against Mary Clemetson of Sunderland. She was submitted to penance, which was commuted to £2 fine. The little school
on the hill, by the Ghyll Beck was still in its original building of 1676. Schoolmasters are
given as follows:
1731 —1735 Anthony Thompson
1736 None
1737-1738 Nicholas Davison, (who was not properly licenced)
1739 He Nicholas Davison had "gone away"
1740 Joseph Thompson
1741-1743 None

About 173o "The Dowager Lady Lawson gave £120 to the Vicarage of Isell, which is
now in the hands of Sir Wilfred Lawson. Bart. " 5 The churchwardens were clearly
anxious that this gift should not be lost sight of, and in fact at a later date, after giving
interest of the money he held for some years, Sir Wilfred gave a field to be added to the
glebe in lieu of the capital sum. This is the field called Kitchen Croft. The field behind
the Vicarage was ancient glebe. There were also other small parcels of glebe in Kirkhill
and Kirkhill Syke.
There is also in the church records, a paper by Vicar Kendall, on which he has drafted
his reply to Chancellor Waugh, in answer it would appear to Visitation questions in
1 747
"Isell Parish" Sir,
The number of Families in this Parish I find to be seventy-four, my own included. Of this
number four are Dissenting Families, viz: one Presbyterian, one Anabaptist, and two Quakers.
I am sorry that I should give you any occasion to reprove me; but it was my Intention to have
returned you the required Catalogue of Books at Wigton Court last Michelmas: which I suppose
was prevented by the death of our good Bishop. Enclosed I now send it to you, as it was
delivered to me at my coming to Isell. All the books contained in this Catalogue I own to be now
in my Possession; except Herbert's Country Parson which I never had. But Mr Leathes
confesses it to have been lost out of his Custody; and has ordered me to buy a new one in its
place. These books are kept in a little Study along with my own; and are sufficiently
distinguished from those that are properly mine by the manner of their Binding. For they are all
bound after a uniform manner; which I take to be Calf dressed in imitation of Buff. Bp.
Andrewes's Sermons excepted, for it is differently bound from the rest: the Leather is of a dark
colour, neither has it been lettered on the Back, that I can perceive. They have all been letter'd
on the Back with these letters B:Oley. But the lettering is so tarnished with length of time, that it
is scarce now legible. The Books in general are in as good Order as can be expected, considering
how long they have been in use. None of them are loose in the Binding, or torn in the leaves.
Besides these there are no other Books belonging to the Parish.
I am, Sir,
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The Chancellor noted the essentials in manuscript in his copy of Nicolson's Miscellany. 6
The Books referred to in the letter are those given in 1685 by Barnabas Oley (a
Royalist Divine, who had been fifty-three years Vicar of Great Gransden, Prebendary of
Worcester, and Archdeacon of Ely) to ten poor vicarages in the Carlisle diocese, as a help
to the incumbents. Isell was one of the "poor vicarages" and the books, thirteen in
number, standard works of the time, to the value of £to. io. od. had been received by
Vicar Stark. From time to time the diocesan authorities made check of the books given,
and we have here John Kendall's report on their condition in his time, when all but one
were present. In 1973, two only were left in the church safe. The information given
about the number of families and dissenting families is the original of the information
printed in Nicolson and Burn and others. On the back of this paper is the commencement
of a draft letter, clearly by Kendall, to his mother:
Hon'd Mother,
As I have not heard from you for a long time, I think it my Duty to enquire after your welfare. I
am afraid my late Silence has disobliged: but as Wilfrid told me that he had writ more than once,
I thought myself excused so long as he was here; and since his going abroad my private troubles
have prevented me. For it has pleased Divine Providence to take from me my wife.

So it would appear that Wilfrid, his first child, who became a seafaring man, must have
gone to sea aged about sixteen, a little before the death of Wilfrid's stepmother, John
Kendall's second wife, in 1 747.
Two Terriers were made during his incumbency, in the years 1731 and 1749. Only the
second one was made on the occasion of a Bishop's primary visitation, namely that of
Richard Osbaldiston. In that year "The Glebe, Tithes, and Profits of the Vicarage are
worth, communibus annis, Fifty Pounds or Fifty Guineas a Year." In the Inventory of
Church Goods attached to this Terrier the list is as follows:
Imprimis: One Pewter Flaggon
Item One Silver chalice with cover weighing about 8oz
Item A Carpet for the Communion Table of Green Cloth
Item One Pulpit Cloth and Cushion of the same
Item One Fine Linen Cloth & two Napkins for the Communion Table
Item One large Surplice of Holland
Item One Parchment Register Book
Item One large Common Prayer Book
Item One large Bible
Item The Book of Homilies
Item One Table of Degrees
Item One Chest with three locks
Item One Bier and Herse Cloth
Item Two small Bells whose weight is unknown
Joseph Greenop
Wilfrid Carter Churchwardens.

The Communion vessels are those in use today; but it is a pity the Churchwardens' chest
with three locks has gone.
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The income of the Vicar was assessed by Chancellor Waugh at £6o—£7o, and he noted
that Kendall in 1749 put it at £50. This income was far from being a good living, but it
was not among the poorest, for there were thirty-eight below £5o, and the curate of
Setmurthy seems to have managed on about £12 p.a. 7
The Church building in which John Kendall officiated was not essentially very
different from what it is today. The Vestry was the tiny old one, about one-third of the
present size. Where the boiler house now is there was a "porch" or small transept
originally housing the Leigh tomb, but the tomb would surely have been put outside
long before Kendall's day. The roof was ceiled, there was a gallery at the west end for the
ringers, and the church had a double-decker pulpit and was filled with box pews. The
Lawsons were responsible for the Chancel, and when in 1 704 Bishop Nicolson came, he
reported that the Vicar lacked a seat there.'
The churchyard was very small, and at that time with very few headstones. It was
bounded only by a thorn hedge. The churchwardens reported in 1 706 that one bell was
broken, and it appears to have remained so throughout Kendall's time — indeed until
1 953.

The "Diary"

From time to time one meets references to a diary of the Rev. John Kendall. Many
people have heard mention of this diary, and it is referred to in a former booklet about
Ise11 church — "A diary kept by the Rev. John Kendall... gives an intimate picture of
how people lived here..." Diligent enquiry both by the present Vicar and by Major
G.K. Gillberry, descendant of John Kendall, have failed to find anyone who has seen or
heard of a manuscript, or full copy of this diary. There is however an entry in the British
Museum Catalogue: "KENDALL (John) Pseudonymous. The Vicar of Lyssel, a
Clergyman's (i.e. J.K.'s) Diary of 1729-82. London 186o I2mo." And in the Catalogue
of the Bibliotheca Jacksoniana Tullie House, Carlisle: "KENDALL (John) Vicar of
Lyssel. A Clergyman's Diary of 1729-82. 186o. (A John Kendall was Vicar of Ise11
between these dates.; Query whether this is a real diary or not.)" These catalogue entries
refer to a printed book with title page as follows:
The Vicar of Lyssel
A Clergyman's Diary of 1729-82
Imprinted for Saunders, Otley & Co
5o Conduit Street, Hanover Square,
in the city of Westminster
186o
On page 111 the printer's colophon reads:
London: F. Shoberl, Printer, 37 Dean Street, Soho. W.

By good fortune the church now possesses a copy of this now scarce book. It was given
to the church in 1969 by Dr. P. White, and it had previous connection with Isell, for it
was originally bought in 186o by William Lawson, later of farming fame, for his sister
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Maria. The church council have had it rebound in leather, for safe preservation. Apart
from the library copies mentioned above, only three others are known and two of these
are in Australia. In 1971 a fascimile edition was printed privately and published for
members of the Kendall family by Major George Kendall Gillberry a direct descendant
of John Kendall.
The printed book measures five inches by seven, with one hundred and ten pages,
each page having the text set in a rule border. The type is large, and the `long S' is used
throughout, though this was an archaism in 186o, the `long S' having been discontinued
many years before. It contains about 11,500 words. Two bindings are known; one in
simple blue cloth boards, and the other in heavier boards with bevelled edges and fawn
cloth with a printed title and design in red. Bound up with copies is Saunders, Otley and
Co's list of New Publications for January 186o, and under the heading `Fiction' there
appears the title "The Vicar of Lyssel. The Diary of a Clergyman in the 18th Century."
No price is given.
The printed book has also interest stylistically and typographically. Its similarity with
the famous volume "Lady Willoughby's Diary" is immediately obvious. This was
published in 1844 by the Chiswick Press, and is famous in typographical history as being
the earliest volume to herald the revival of the "Caslon" typeface which, two centuries
before, had replaced the dutch types used by English printers, but which had in turn
been replaced almost universally in Britain by "modern" types in a style emanating from
the Continent. The manager of the Chiswick Press was a perceptive and typographically
sensitive man, and his use of Caslon type for this volume sensed the need of the time, and
in fact heralded a new revival of the Caslon typeface.
It was particularly appropriate for Lady Willoughby's Diary, for this volume was a
pseudonymous diary of a Lady Willoughby, set in the seventeenth century. Not only was
the typeface appropriate, but also the design of the pages with their ruled borders
affected a seventeenth century air. And in fact the book caused something of a stir, being
by many taken as a genuine diary.
It is remarkable how the story of Lady Willoughby's Diary is paralleled by that of
John Kendall's Diary, beginning with the choice of typeface, the style of the page, the
pseudonymous authorship, followed by the belief of many that it was in fact a genuine
diary. It is hard to believe, either, that the authors of Kendall's Diary had not read or
seen Lady Willoughby's Diary, and that they had influenced the style of it's production;
or that the printers (not the Chiswick Press) had deliberately copied the style of "Lady
Willoughby" for a book which matched it in so many ways. (It presents also a
typographical puzzle.)
Clearly the publishers received the manuscript as being a work of fiction, and printed
it as such, and not as copied extracts from a genuine diary, but the book has so effectively
simulated a genuine compilation of extracts from a genuine diary — even having the
verisimilitude of the `long S', that there are very many people, in all parts of the world
who accept it as the genuine writing of John Kendall. This was the case with Lady
Willoughby's Diary. However, both internal evidence, and literary considerations,
reinforce and confirm the publishers' description of it as fictional, even though it is not
listed in B.M. Catalogue as pseudonymous, (under Kendall John), nor in the dictionary
of Anonymous and Pseudonymous Literature.
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The Authenticity of the Diary
The text purports to have been compiled from a manuscript of which it gives only
extracts, and at the end of the book are the initials "M.K. 1782". The text however never
uses authentic names but invariably pseudonymous ones: Lyssel for Isell, Kendale for
Kendall. Lennyl, the Steward, is a reference to Clennell, a family who indeed had been
Stewards at Isell Hall. Leigh is a pseudonym for Lawson, appropriate because the
Leighs were the predecessors of the Lawsons at Isell. Deremouth is obviously
Cockermouth, on the river Dewent, but, more difficult to divine, Tom de Burgh is
Thomas Wybergh of Clifton. "M.K.", is of course meant to designate Mary the daughter
of John Kendall, who made the extracts from her father's diary.
But apart from the above alteration of names the extracts are presented as from an
authentic diary, so that there are those who accept authenticity of the diary, but cannot
understand why (presumably when the supposed original Manuscript was prepared for
printing) the dates and names have been changed!
In itself it is a charming piece of writing, though today it would be judged extremely
sentimental. It nevertheless very effectively succeeds in evoking an atmosphere and
picture of Isell of many years past. It shows how our predecessors of a century ago
thought of their predecessors one hundred years earlier.
A literary assessment of the diary by the late Norman Nicholson confirms the
publishers' description of it as fiction. He says: "this seems to me to be an inferior piece
of Victorian fiction, the main value of which is as a curiosity. ..the work seems full of
anachronisms, not of fact, but of feeling and attitude. The piety, and the sentiment —
though not quite impossible in the 18th century — do sound characteristically Victorian. .the work seems to me to be very 19th century in outlook, in style, and in the
view it takes of the immediate past. . .I think it exists largely as a Victorian view of the
rural 18th century, and as such it is a curiosity of some note."
Two questions arise: first, does a real and authentic diary of the Revd. John Kendall
lie in some measure behind the book, which by having all personal names hidden under
pseudonymns, was published by Saunders, Otley and Co. either in good faith or
otherwise, as `fiction'? And secondly, if no authentic diary lies behind the book, the
fascinating puzzle arises; who then did take this manuscript to Saunders, Otley and Co.
for inclusion in their 186o list, under the heading `Fiction' to be published as "The Diary
of the Vicar of Lyssel"?
The Book itself is the key to its own puzzles. When examined it becomes clear that
it cannot be a compilation of extracts from a genuine diary. When compared with the
church registers, in particular, it is found to be completely at variance, and when
other known facts of the period of publication are compared with those of the period
of the diary, they do not agree. The conclusion is that it cannot be accepted as
extracts from a genuine but now lost diary, which might by good fortune, some day
be recovered. One must assume that there never was a real diary of John Kendall,
Vicar of Isell, for the internal evidence reinforces and confirms the publishers
description of it as completely fictional. The only acceptable alternative is to conclude
that it is a literary exercise by someone who has chosen anonymity under the doubly
false initials "M.K."
The diary is apparently at variance with the truth in the following statements:
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I. Kendall's induction into possession of the benefice is given in the diary as taking
place on 21 May 1729, whereas in the church register it is 3 June 1729.
2. His wife, on coming to the parish is given in the diary as Mary, but in the register
his first wife's name is Hannah.
3. In the diary the baptism of his first child took place on 13 May 1730. According to
the register none of his children was baptised on this date in any year. Wilfrid, his
first child according to the register, by his wife Hannah, was baptised 21 April
1731.
4. In the diary his second wife was Anne Gaitscarth, but in the register she was Mary
(Fisher), and after Mary's death in 1747 there was yet a third wife of which there
was no mention in the diary.
5. The children's names in the diary bear no relation to those in the registers.
6. Harry, in the diary, went to Queen's College, Oxford. There is no entry under this
name in Foster's Alumni Oxoniensis.
7. On 24 June 1729 he is said in the diary to have "been to dine with Mr Lennyl"
steward at Isell Hall. This is intended clearly as a reference to Mr Clennell, whose
family were indeed stewards, but at a later date. John Blaicklin was Steward of Isell
Hall when he had a child baptised in Isell Church 17 July 1728, and was stated to
have been steward when he died some few years later.'
8. "All around lies the glebe land" says the diary. This was not true in 1731 for the
Terrier of that date only gives the three acres around the vicarage and some small
detached parcels of meadow in Kirk Hill and Kirk Hill Syke. But by 186o there
was truth in saying "all around lies the glebe" for by that time there had accrued in
various ways: I. The Roads or Roods, land behind the church in 1813. 2. Bridge
end field between 1749 and 1867 in lieu of the previous small parcels and 3.
Kitchen Croft between 1749 and 1867 in lieu of £5 per annum arising from the
bequest of Lady Lawson.
9. In the diary he is said to have married the Parish Clerk John to his housemaid
Dorothy on Whit Monday 1738. The Parish Clerk was in reality Jacob Ritson, and
no such marriage is recorded in the registers between a "John" and "Dorothy".
Io. On Easter Day 1782, when in the diary he was failing of old age "I tried to read
prayers. ..but was fain to let young Simpson do it for me." From the Church
registers it appears that William Sewell Curate of Setmurthy was the one who
helped him in his last few years.
H. According to the diary John Kendall died on a Sunday. In the obituary of the
Cumberland Pacquet he died on a Tuesday.
12. It has recently been pointed out that "Hark the Herald Angels sing" was written
some years after the date on which reference is made to it in the diary, on pages
3 6- 37, and is therefore anachronistic.

The Authors
So then, if the book is not authentic, who was the anonymous author? A past Vicar of
Isell, Canon Bucknill remembered that Mrs Maud Williams, wife of Bishop Williams of
Carlisle 1920/46, had been wont to say of the diary that it was done, or she always
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thought that it was done, "by the daughters". The reminiscence does not indicate which
"daughters". But in 186o there were in fact four daughters of Christopher Hilton
Wybergh, Vicar of Isell 1826-76, living at the Vicarage. They were (I) Isabella, born in
1827, who later married the curate of Isell, William Hutchinson Sharpe, who succeeded
C.H. Wybergh as Vicar (1876-98). Isabella Wybergh, his wife died here in 1896 having
lived all her days at the vicarage. Next (2) was Harriet born 1834, who in 1863 married
William Sargent, Fellow of Queen's College, Oxford. (3) was Elizabeth, born in 1836
was a cripple, and could not walk easily. She had a wheel chair, and it is for the
convenience of this wheel chair that the wooden ramp was put in the vicarage between
the Garden Room and the old Dining Room. She too lived almost all her life at the
vicarage, for when, after her father's death, her sister married the curate, who followed
her father as vicar of Isell, she continued to live with them at the vicarage, until her sister
having died, her brother-in-law relinquished the benefice in 1898. She then went away to
live, and died in 19oo, but is buried in Isell churchyard and beside her sister Isabella. (4)
The fourth daughter was Anna Maria, born in 1838 and named after her mother. She in
1865 married John Young Sargent, Fellow of Hertford College, Oxford. He was brother
of William Sargent who had married her sister Harriet; and he was one of the witnesses
at that marriage. So then, up to 1863, when Harriet married, there were four daughters
living at the vicarage. Now, Maud Williams, mentioned earlier, was the daughter of
Anna Maria and John Young Sargent, so that when she spoke of the diary as being done
by "the daughters", without doubt she meant the daughters of the vicarage, namely her
own mother and three aunts, and her reminiscence was likely to be a valid one.
This is reinforced by another local recollection; from an elderly man of the district,
who remembered someone recalling that the diary was done by "two old ladies".
Without doubt that recollection referred to the two old ladies, Isabella and Elizabeth,
who continued to live at the vicarage after their two sisters had married the brothers
Sargent, and left Cumberland.
A third reminiscence has come from Australia, from Mrs Sides, of Harbord N.S.W.
who is a descendant of John Kendall. In a letter about the diary, in which she has had
great interest, she writes, apparently quoting an older reminiscence, `This diary was
written by a daughter of Rev. Hilton Wyberg (sic) who in 186o was Vicar. . etc". She
goes on to add that it was written "presumably from the papers left by Rev. J. Kendall"
and adds that "some of the names have been changed". These three reminiscences are
reinforced, as being true recollections, by the diary itself.
On the face of it, it is not unlikely, indeed it is probable that four daughters of a
vicarage would be engaged in some kinds of genteel pursuit to fill the quiet days at Isell
Vicarage. Harriet was something of a watercolour artist, and it was she who painted the
picture, now in the vestry, of the interior of Isell Church as it was before her
brother-in-law carried out the great restoration of 1878, and for the preservation of
which painting we are very grateful. It was given to Isell Church by Maud Williams.
What more natural then that the same four daughters, one or more of them, should try
some literary pursuit; what more likely than that the tombstone which they saw every
time they went through the vicarage wicket, to the church, should fire their imagination?
Why should they not write a tale about John Kendall? Had not the daughters of Haworth
vicarage been writing novels recently? And why should it not be anonymous? The
Brontë daughters had hidden under pseudonyms, and they would do that too. In any
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case the main character of the story was a real man whose descendants were still living. It
would be wisest to use pseudonyms for all names. Perhaps also before setting to work
they had seen and read a copy of Lady Willoughby's diary.
And so one imagines them setting to work, on their literary exercise. They, in 186o,
sought to imagine life here as it was in 1760, and to transpose what they knew into the
previous century. The content of the diary bears this out, for some of the things
described in 186o were indeed true then, but were not true in 176o. It is just possible that
some faint reminiscence of the Kendalls was still current, and that this too was worked
into the diary — the sailor son, for example, drowned at sea. Wilfrid (not the Caleb of the
diary) was drowned in Barbadoes.
But the most compelling piece of internal evidence is in some ways the most
interesting. In the diary the daughters have sought to add a touch of drama by the section
which deals with the '45 Rebellion, in which Ned Gaitscarth, John Kendall's brother-inlaw, comes to the vicarage in the darkness, as a fugitive from the Pretender's defeat at
Clifton Moor. This brings in the reference to Tom de Burgh or "Squire de Burgh"
"whose forelders were still loyal, and lost many a broad acre for King Charles".
When Ned describes the battle at Clifton the authors write, "one seemed to see the
battle, and Squire de Burgh sustained no small damage in the disturbance, having to
supply provender for the soldiers who lay at Penrith, but protesting that had he not
favoured the Prince, not a straw should have left the tower, while he and his five sons had
breath to defend it."
This is essentially true to the facts. Thomas Wybergh (= "de Burgh") lived at Clifton
Hall, and was plundered by the rebels both as the Pretender's army went south through
Penrith, and again as it returned after the defeat at Clifton. In Burke's Landed Gentry
may be found transcripts of the actual notes sent to Squire Thomas Wybergh demanding
provisions for the army:
Peereth November 19th 1 745
These are ordering you, Esquire Waybroad, of Clifton Hall, to send immediately to the
town-house one thousand stone of hay, fiftie bushels of oats and six carts of straw, for the use of
His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales army, under pain of military execution:
To Squire Qaybroad or W.H. Comrie
any of his doers^Commissariat.
Peereth December 17th 1 745
These are ordering you Squire Waybridge, of Clifton Hall to bring into the market place
forthwith and immediately, six hundred stone of hay, two hundred bushels of oats, with eight
carts of straw for the use of Prince Charles' army, under pain of present military execution:
To Squire Waybridge or W.H. Comrie
any of his doers^Commissariat.

Thomas Wybergh entered in his diary "The 17th & 18th, when the skirmish was, my
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house was more plundered by the rebels, in summer that I believe I sustained more loss
than any other in the county." lo
Christopher Hilton Wybergh was a great grandson of Thomas Wybergh of Clifton
Hall who was thus plundered. That disaster was, clearly a piece of family history which
would not easily be forgotten, and of course the daughters knew it quite well. They had
heard it so many times! And so they worked this little piece of family reminiscence into
their story. Who else, but they could have written it?
In the light of this there seems little room to doubt that one or more of these four
daughters were the authoresses of the `Diary'. This supposition is given further credence
by the fact that until this present century no one apparently was very concerned about
this small book — it was for the simple reason that it was generally known to be fiction.
Until 1896 indeed two of the authoresses were still alive at Isell Vicarage! But when the
last of those who knew of its source died, and a new generation came along, unaware of
this information, then the diary was "re-discovered", and has by many come to be
accepted as genuine.
This is probably the nearest we are likely to get to unravelling this puzzle: that one or
more of the Wybergh daughters of Isell Vicarage sought to reconstruct life here as they
imagined it a century before, romanticising it round the life of the Vicar who had been
here for fifty-three years, and whose charming tombstone they saw so frequently as they
went to church, and into which story they worked a little piece of their family history,
leaving us with a puzzle and "a curiosity of some note".
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