ART. X Pasture Farming in Troutbeck, Westmorland, 1550-1750
BY MARGARET A. PARSONS, M.A.
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OR the purpose of this study the area we shall be considering is the one
belonging to the township of Troutbeck in the early 19th century. Natural
boundaries were provided by the River Troutbeck in the east, Lake Windermere in
the south-west and the top of the fells in every other direction (Fig. 1).
The nature of the terrain, affording both high fells rising in the north to over
700 m and low-lying areas near the lake and river, made possible a virtually selfsufficient community operating a mixed economy. Although Appleby in his Famine
in Tudor and Stuart England' has rightly emphasized the smallness of arable holdings
in Westmorland, Troutbeck in 1550 had two open arable fields, one of which, the
Townfield, lay between the township and the river; the other, the Heald, to the
south-west of the settlement (Fig. 2). The former extended the whole length of the
linear township, from Townfoot to Townhead (Fig. 3), and together they doubtless
provided the necessary oats and barley for the clapbread and ale.
But here, as in other upland valleys, pasture farming predominated. The holdings
of the customary tenants were reckoned in "catells" i.e. the right to pasture a certain
number of animals. William Birkhead may have had grain worth £11 in 1607 but
the value of his stock totalled over £70. 2
In the 13th century most of the area was part of Troutbeck forest, which also
included parts of Ambleside and Applethwaite. Before the end of that century most
of it had probably been enclosed to form two deer parks: 3 Troutbeck Park in the
north of the valley and the Old Park which stretched eastwards from Troutbeck
Bridge to Stockgill in Ambleside and southwards from Woundale to the Lake 4 (Fig.
1). Neither of these two parks was too heavily forested to preclude pasturing and the
lords who held them were prepared to boost their income by allowing tenants to
agist or pasture a limited number of animals on payment of a fee. The agistment of
Troutbeck Park was worth £26 13s. 4d. to the Countess of Richmond in 1506-7. 5
The Old Park was described in 1591 as having been previously waste ground or
common of pasture in which "every man used to know his stint" and for which a
rent was paid to the lord. 6 These rents were a reminder that the tenants' rights were
technically bought from the demesne land of the lord.' Some tenants also paid a
small free rent known as "Briggrass" for pasturing their animals in the area of
Troutbeck Bridge. 8
The customary tenants could also pasture a stint of animals on Woundale, a right
which was described in 1767 as dating back to "time immemorial". 9 No rent was
paid for this right 10 and the common may well have lain outside the boundary of the
forest." It was a vast area — still over 1,000 acres in extent in 1831 12 — and probably
originally including Sadgill, a further several hundred acres.' 3
Pasture was also available on the open fields after harvest. A stint was kept in the
Heald for 10 days and in the Townfield for 14 days after Michaelmas 14 and each
tenant was allowed to pasture either one cow, one horse, 10 lambs or 8 old sheep for
each % acre held. 15 The stint was then broken and no restriction imposed until mid
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April when the ground was tilled. Low-lying ground near the river was kept as
meadow — the biggest area was the common field known as the Ing (Fig. 2) — and
there is no indication of any need to slaughter stock in the autumn owing to lack of
fodder. 16
During the period 1550-1750 the pasture rights exercised in these different areas
by the customary tenants were affected in many different ways. In some cases they
were more clearly defined; in others restricted and even abolished. And it became
increasingly difficult to impose the stint effectively in the area still available for
communal pasture.
The "outpasture" of Woundale, which rose to about 500 m, was used essentially
for summer grazing. The practice of manorial courts during this period of passing
bye-laws reserving different parts of the fell for different purposes, noted by Dr
Winchester, 17 appears to have been followed by the cou rt at Windermere. Troutbeck
was one of four townships administered by this cou rt . In 1630 it forbade any tenant
or dweller to keep sheep on Woundale summer or winter "but from the law
upward". 18 This probably restricted sheep to the upper part of the fell, reserving the
lower slopes for cattle. Pringle, writing in 1794, refers to the part of Troutbeck
common "where no sheep are allowed to feed". 19 Despite the substantial fine of
6s. 8d. threatened by the court at Windermere in 1630 against anyone who
exceeded their stint on the common, 20 the practice proved impossible to stop.
Enforcement was impractical in such a vast area, particularly at a time when some
tenants were enclosing pa rt s of the waste for their own use. 21 Moreover the extent of
communal pasture available in other parts of the township was steadily diminishing.
It is hardly surprising that by 1767 the stint in Woundale was described as "much
neglected". 22
By 1550, although deer were still to be seen in both Troutbeck and the Old Park,
the status of Troutbeck as a private forest, as was the case with forests elsewhere in
the Lake District, had been largely forgotten. 23 But in Troutbeck, although large
areas had become manorial waste, most of Troutbeck Park was soon to become an
enclosed farm. The park was leased from the Crown at a free rent by the Harrington
family of Wooloaks, Cumberland, from the reign of Hen ry VII for about a century. 24
The exact stage at which the tenants lost their privilege of agistment is impossible to
say. They may not have enjoyed it consistently during the reign of Hen ry VII, 25 but
in 1515 the value of the agistment was still £10 8s. 6d. in summer and 26s. 8d. in
winter. 26 The Harringtons were still allowing the tenants the right even though by
this stage they had a flock of some 600 sheep and lambs of their own. 27 There were
still tenants in 1592 who remembered seeing small groups of fallow deer in the
park 28 but by 1607 none could recall seeing any and much of the perimeter was no
longer fenced. 29 The Harringtons, like many powerful landholders, 30 had lost
interest in hunting by the end of the 16th century. By 1607 most of the area had
been divided into fields and closes and the Harringtons were trying to regain control
of two enclosures of 40 acres each that had fallen into other hands. 31 The complaint
made in 1655 by William Birkett, bailiff, that George Browne, his son and Richard
Browne, had broken down his fences and chased his sheep, covered not only the
Park but "his" closes of the Dalehead, Sadgill, once part of the common, and even
Highest Hundred and Woundale 32 (Fig. 4). Although the defendants claimed that
they had been able to pasture their sheep as long as William Birkett held the Park,
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there is no claim to any customary right of agistment; William Birkett in fact
appeared to be attempting to cut off the tenants from the head of the valley. Loss of
pasture rights here must have been serious as in 1649 Troutbeck Park was 800 acres
and the Dalehead, which adjoined it to the north, 410 acres in extent. 33 Although no
further threats were made against Woundale or Highest Hundred, the owners of
Troutbeck Park were trying to absorb Sadgill in the mid 18th century. 34
Radical changes took place within the area of the Old Park during this period. It
seems clear that Troutbeck and Ambleside, like many other Lakeland communities
in medieval times, intercommoned on the waste between their townships. 35 The Old
Park stretched from Troutbeck Bridge in the west to Stockgill in Ambleside in the
east. 36 But in 1552 "controversy and debate" between the tenants of the two
townships confirmed and made permanent the boundary between them. 37 Pressure
on the waste was increasing. The population was probably growing and the award of
1552 makes it clear that inroads on the waste had already been made. The parties
were allowed to "have and enjoy that part of the forest next and towards their
habitations and buildings as they have had aforetime". This probably refers to the
enclosures of paddocks, folds, orchards and gardens near their houses. Intakes had
also been made from the outlying fells. Part of Grains, on the Ambleside border had
been enclosed by 1531, 38 and George Robinson in his will of 1573 not only
bequeathed an intake of 16d. rent to his wife Mabel, but "all and singular the other
takes of ground" he had made to his son Thomas. 39 No reliable evidence for the
increase in population of Troutbeck during the early 16th century exists 40 but it is
probable that it shared in the general increase in population in Lakeland in Tudor
times and by 1560 there were 61 resident customary tenants. 41
The area of communal pasture was further reduced by the actions of the Earl of
Cumberland who had leased the lordship of Troutbeck from the Crown in 1553 42
and who granted the tenants the right to enclose 2% acres for every tenement of 5
catells they held. 43 He had also apparently lost interest in hunting. As a result of this
grant about 100 acres of land had been enclosed by 1591: some for tillage, some for
meadow and other areas for pasture. 44 A number of copses were enclosed about the
same time. 45
The area of communal pasture was therefore under threat from a variety of
factors. It may well have been as a result of this that most of the remaining area, i.e.
the higher waste on the west side of the township, was divided into three Hundreds:
the Lowest, Middle and Highest Hundreds, corresponding to their geographical
position in the valley, to ensure closer control over the remaining area (Fig. 2). This
must have happened before 1604 as a controversy arose over the wastes of Middle
Hundred in that year. 46 The following year arguments over the boundaries of the
three resulted in their careful delineation. The reference in 1605 to a part of the
boundary between Lowest and Middle Hundred as following "ould markes and
mears" 47 and the prohibition against using any outrake other than those used "time
out of mind", suggests that some division had occurred a considerable time before
this. Moreover the tenants, c. 1608, were ordered to "mylke and foder wythin theyre
own boundes according as they have done heare to fore". 48 To ensure that the
tenants kept their animals only within the Hundred in which they lived, the
boundaries were made permanent by the erection of drystone walls.
The area of the Old Park had previously been used primarily as a cow pasture49
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and the settlement of 1605 refers to the divisions as Hundreds or "cubles". 50 This
latter term is probably derived from "cub" meaning a crib for cattle 51 and not, as
B.L. Thompson suggests, from "cable" meaning one of the three parts into which
the fishing of Windermere was anciently divided. 52 If this attribution is correct it is
unlikely that the word "Hundred" was used originally, as Thompson suggests, for a
division of the township. The Hundred certainly became an administrative unit, as
was inevitable given the importance of pasture farming. Already in 1605 each
Hundred had chosen three men to arbitrate over the boundaries between the
Hundreds. But it was initially used to imply an area of waste or pasture.
Although the word "cuble" suggests that this area was used originally as a cow
pasture, and it is described as such in 1686, 53 it was not reserved exclusively for
cattle in the 17th century. An award made between George Browne and Christopher
Birkett in 1653 asserted that every tenant of Lowest Hundred could drive his sheep,
or fodder them, on any part of the Lowest Division of the forest in common of
pasture there. 54 Each Hundred was intended to provide a stint for 120 cattle or their
equivalent. 55 Before the division into Hundreds this stint had only been imposed in
summer — from May to Michaelmas 56 — when it was possible to move the animals
onto the higher slopes of Woundale. And this practice continued after 1605. But
overstocking in winter became an increasing problem and in 1738 the tenants of
Lowest Hundred agreed to impose the same stint in winter as in summer. Each grass
or "catell" was to carry 10 sheep in winter and no more. 57 Even before 1702 the
tenants of the Hundred decided to subdivide it into three parts in an effort to
impose the stint more effectively. 58
The area of the Old Park, therefore, had fallen under the control of the tenants,
either as communal pasture within the Hundreds or as enclosed arable, pasture,
woodland or meadow. All this area lay "beneath the garth"; 59 only the Woundale
fells lay above it. Here, therefore, the garth seems to have cut off the common,
owned by the tenants, from the area formerly demesne land but now rented by the
tenants. It was not a boundary between the farmland of the valley floor and the open
pastures of the fellside. 60 The fells of the Hundreds rose as high as Woundale.
Dr Winchester's assertion, however, that in forest areas it was the pasture on the
fells, rather than the fields and meadows of the valley floors, which bound the
settlers together, 61 holds good in Troutbeck. The Hundred became not only an
important unit for the immediate oversight of pasture farming and its many cognate
activities; it also became a vital factor in the life of the community as a whole.
The immediate responsibility for pasture farming in Troutbeck lay with the forest
keeper, grassteller or fellkeeper. This official existed in the Old Park prior to the
division into Hundreds and had been appointed jointly by the tenants of Troutbeck
and Ambleside. 62 In the 17th century their remit also covered Woundale. 63 One was
appointed within each Hundred and the grassteller for the Highest Hundred
apparently also had to supervise the vast area of Woundale. 64 The obligation to serve
was tied to the property held and each tenant, whether man or woman, had to serve
a year in turn.ó 5 As in the case with all unpaid offices it was unpopular, being time
consuming and liable to cause fr iction with one's neighbours. Some failed to act or
report to the manorial court; some succeeded in persuading others to take their
place. Like the frithmen of Grasmere 66 they took an oath to the lord's bailiff "to
watch diligently all the pastureground belonging to the town that year and take
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general account of all holdings owned by the inhabitants of the town in the previous
year. " 67 This assumes some ability to write, as does the obligation, confirmed in
1642, to impound any animals pastured in the forest or Woundale "for which they
had no record". 68 All stock had to be marked, though tenants were not above using
the marks of others as the amercements of the court of Windermere in 1714
testify. 69 They also had to guard against peatdigging in the Hundreds and the
escalating fines paid for this offence to the grassteller in the early 18th century bear
witness not only to the seriousness of the offence but also to the difficulty of
preventing it. The fine of 13s. 4d. in 1716 70 had risen to 40s. by 1756, and the
deterrent emphasised by dividing the fine between those not offending. 71 But their
responsibilities were not confined to the Hundreds and Woundale: they also
controlled the stint in the open fields during "fog" or pasture time. 72 The long list of
presentments of these officials when they were drawn up underlines the desperate
need to restrict overstocking which was a continuous problem. It was small wonder
that they were given a quart of free ale every year at the May meeting of the
Hundred. By the end of the 18th century the tenants of Lowest Hundred recognised
the size of the task by appointing two grasstellers each year. 73
For most of the period it was the members of the Lords Jury who formed the link
between the township and the manorial court at Windermere: the lord's bailiff
referred matters to them, "according to custom", and they drew up the lord's rental,
settled some disputes and reported problems and offences to the cou rt . But it was
the three Hundreds that had the immediate oversight of much of the activity of the
township. Given the fact that each tenant had his own outrake or path for moving
his cattle onto the fells 74 and the need to use the few existing roads for the same
purpose, it is small wonder that the immediate oversight of the roads lay initially
with the Hundreds. This was the case at least by 1624 when each of the Hundreds
appointed two "sufficient honest men" to ensure that the roads or lanes were used
for the benefit of the tenants. 75 The highway at High Green was still the
responsibility of all the tenants of Highest Hundred in 1680, 76 even though township
surveyors existed at least as early as 1641. 77 But by the early 18th century two
surveyors had assumed responsibility for the upkeep of the roads. The asse rt ion, in
1652, that the tenants of Middle Hundred had the obligation of hanging Holbeck
Yeat "according to custom and best endeavours", 78 suggests a longstanding
obligation on the pa rt of the Hundreds to maintain gates controlling the movement
of stock, and the Lowest Hundred was still paying for the maintenance of certain
gates in the latter 18th century. The task of maintaining walls and fences lay with six
garth, fence or hedge lookers, two acting on behalf of each Hundred. They shared
the responsibility not only of maintaining the walls between the Hundreds but also
hedges and fences within them, notably the bull hedge that confined a bull within
each 60 catells of each Hundred. 79 They also had to ensure the upkeep of the walls
and hedges round the common meadow of the Ing, the open arable fields and
Woundale. By 1772 only one of these officials was being appointed in Lowest
Hundred but their appointment still lay with the Hundred at the end of the 18th
century. 80
All these obligations were closely connected with pasture farming. But the
Hundreds were also responsible for other aspects of the life of the community. It was
they who had to keep the beckrace clear for the mill; 81 it was they who took it in
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turns to maintain the shooting butts. 82 They also provided a useful administrative
unit: the peatmoss of Woundale was allocated on the basis of the Hundred unit 83
and the assessment for the support of the school was levied in 1695 within each
Hundred separately. 84 The Hundreds must have been financial units from the
beginning, given joint obligations such as the maintenance of gates. And if
contravention of pasture rights was sufficiently serious, as in the case against George
Browne and John Cookson in 1686, the Lowest Hundred was well enough organised
to raise money to fight the case in Chancery. 85 Despite the fact that the township
meeting gradually assumed the main administrative reponsibilities in the township
from the Lords Jury in the early 18th century, the Hundred remained an impo rtant
subsidiary part of its administrative machinery throughout the period, and the
obligation to attend the May meeting was still being enforced in the 1780's. 86
The problem of overstocking the pasture, evident throughout the period, was the
outcome of many factors. The loss of agistment in Troutbeck Park and the
restriction of the area of common in the Old Park, coupled with a likely increase in
population, must have been important factors behind this in the period 1550-1600.
But once the Hundreds had been created the number of cattlegates within them
tended to increase rather than diminish. 87 Although the number of tenants increased
between 1560 and 1640 from 61-72, 88 the population of Troutbeck, like many other
Lakeland communities, declined in the second half of the 17th century, 89 though in
the early 18th century it recovered to the level of 1560. 90 The increase of population
was therefore not a constant factor behind overstocking. There must have been
other reasons for the continual pressure on the pastures.
Given the long established practice of intercommoning between townships, it was
difficult to stop it. Even the definition of the boundary between Troutbeck and
Ambleside in 1552 left loopholes: the tenants of Ambleside were to be allowed to
occupy and enjoy their woods in the forest "within Troutbeck side" as they had
always done. 91 Some Ambleside tenants still had pasture rights in the Old Park in
1574. 92 Others ignored the township boundary: William Fisher was fined 6s. 8d. by
the court of Windermere in 1714 for driving his "goods" into Lowest Hundred at
unusual forthputts in great numbers to the serious hurt of the tenants there. 93 This
was admittedly not a one-way traffic: some of the tenants of Lowest Hundred not
only surcharged their own Hundred in winter but grassed them in "another
lordship" in summer. 94 Given the distance of Woundale away from the Lowest
Hundred the reluctance of those with a small stint to take the animals that far is not
surprising.
Economic and social aspirations doubtless played a pa rt in the attempts of tenants
to pasture more animals than was their due. The period 1540-1640 has been called
the "age of opportunity" for the capable yeomanry. 95 Prices were rising for most of
the period. All attempts by the Crown to reduce the prosperity of the tenants by
changing the nature of their tenure after the accession of James I made border
service unnecessary, and were successfully resisted. 96 There certainly were ambitious
and prosperous yeomen in Troutbeck during this period, notably the Brownes of
Townend. George Browne had a holding of 20 catells at his death in 1558 97 having
previously sold another 5 to James Braithwaite in 1537. 98 Given the fact that in
1574, 38 of the 56 tenants had holdings of only 5 catells, 99 he certainly seemed to
have been "upwardly mobile". The marriage of his great grandson, in 1623, to the
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daughter of Thomas Rawlinson of Grisedale Hall, Furness,'°° indicates the social
pretensions of the family. But such enterprise was probably not common and, while
partible inheritance operated in the 16th century, holdings were frequently
divided)° , Only 9 of the 56 tenants in 1574 paid more than the basic 6s. 8d. rent for
5 catells. Of these, 8 paid 13s. 4d. and only one — and not a Browne of Townend —
as much as £1s. 4d. 102 These rents, however, are not a complete indication of the
economic position of the tenants. They could have held land in neighbouring
townships and no rent was paid for pasturing on Woundale. By the beginning of the
17th century some yeomen in Troutbeck certainly had substantial flocks of sheep. In
1607, William Birkhead's flock numbered 265 sheep, and he had a stock of wool
weighing 98 stone. 103 Given the proximity of the flourishing cloth industry of Kendal
and the buoyancy of wool prices they had every incentive to produce large quantities
of wool and to exceed their stint.
For much of the period 1640-1750 wool prices were falling: the great opportunity
for the yeoman lay in the increased demand for cattle created by the act of 1667
prohibiting the export of Irish cattle)" And the Troutbeck tenants were well placed
to take advantage of this, situated as they were on a branch of the drove road from
Scotland. 105 Unlike the previous period, when the value of their sheep usually
outweighed that of their cattle, the position was now often reversed. The trading
accounts of Benjamin Browne in the early 18th century regularly show a greater
profit from cattle than sheep. In 1723 cattle were sold to the value of £1 8s. 6d.;
sheep sales amounted only to £4 2s. Od., and in 1724-5 cattle realised 87% of his
livestock sales; sheep only 13%. 106 At his death in 1747 his sheep were worth only
£25 compared with the £59 of his beasts and horses. 107 Inventories of the period
suggest he was by no means unusual: black cattle were owned by many Troutbeck
yeomen and the value of their cattle frequently exceeded that of their sheep. 108 Dr
Marshall's assertion that the Lakeland yeoman's dependence on sheep has been
exaggerated 109 is at least partly true in the case of Troutbeck. But it is also easy to
underestimate the continued importance of sheep farming. This is only to be
expected in an area where much of the pasture was steep and rocky and unsuitable
for cattle. George Browne of Townend still had 229 sheep to grease in 1672 and, in
1673, put 74 stone of wool into his garner. 110 In 1725, 50 stone of wool was being
put into store at Townend: a reduction of one third but still a considerable
quantity." Nor is the value of cattle in inventories consistently higher than that of
sheep: in 1669 Richard Browne had sheep worth £35 but no cattle 112 and in 1714
James Birkett's black cattle were worth £22 but his sheep £30.113 It was for driving
"great numbers of sheep" into Middle Hundred in 1714 that John Birkett of
Coatsike was fined by the manorial court 114 and it was the number of sheep that
Lowest Hundred was determined to restrict in 1738. 115
The incentive, then, to exceed the stint in periods of high wool and cattle prices
was real enough. As the period progressed the opportunity to build up larger flocks
and herds increased. The availability of more credit in the early 18th century made
this possible. 116 In 1724 William Browne of Beckside had over £250 owing to him,
mostly on security, 117 and his son, who lived at Townhead was owed £88 18s. 6d. at
his death in the same year. 118 Enclosure of meadow in the Old Park, the Halleyng in
the 16th century, and the common meadow of the Ing in the 17th century made
limeing of the meadow more likely and therefore facilitated the wintering of more
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livestock. Limestone is mentioned in several inventories of the 17th century 119 and a
limekiln existed in the Old Park by 1689. 120 Benjamin Browne bought 8 bushels of
lime for 6s. 6d. from Kendal in 1730, and in 1734 he was paying men to lime at
Crostenrigg over a period of three days. 121
All these factors contributed to the problem of overstocking. The abuse of pasture
rights by George Browne and John Cookson in 1686 was great enough to make the
tenants of Lowest Hundred instigate a suit in Chancery. George Browne was putting
four times and John Cookson ten to twelve times his allotted number of animals on
the pasture of the Hundred. Moreover, John Cookson's "desire for private gain" had
led him to build a second house in another Hundred and consequently move his
cattle through a Hundred in which he had no pasture rights. 122 The aspirations of
the Browne family in 1703 were reflected in the absorption of Benjamin Browne in
designing a coat of arms for his family. 123 Subletting was proving a lucrative source
of income for some at the end of the 17th century but it too contributed to the
problem of overstocking. In 1686 Dudley Walker, the minister of Troutbeck chapel,
who had leased his tenement to James Birken, not only continued to pasture his own
animals in winter and summer but also encouraged his subtenant to graze the full
quota of stock allowed on the tenement. 124 But apart from Troutbeck Park Farm no
large estates existed in Troutbeck in this period: in 1739 only three tenants were
paying rents of over k1 to the lord. 125
There is, however, evidence of a growing social divergence within the community
between those who prospered — even on a modest scale — and those who did not.
This may well have been partly the result of lack of enterprise; it was certainly
hastened by the parcelling of tenements. This practice had been condemned by the
manorial cou rt as early as the reign of Henry VIII 126 and was probably at this stage
mainly due to the practice of partible inheritance, then evident in Troutbeck. This
became less common by the mid 17th century, 127 although it had still not died
out, 128 but at this stage the parcelling of tenements became more common. In fact
Alan Chambre, the lord's seneschal, claimed in 1737 that it had only begun sixty
years before this and most of the trouble had occurred in the last forty years.129 By
this stage the population of Troutbeck was increasing again but the main factor
behind the break-up of holdings appears to have been financial difficulty probably
arising from a series of agricultural depressions. 130 Those in debt left instructions at
their death for all or part of their land to be sold or mortgaged to cover the payment
of those debts. 131 This sometimes involved the sale of small parcels of tenements.
George Longmire's barn was sold before 1737 with only 2 roods of land. 132 Thirty
tenants were paying less than 6s. 8d. rent in 1739, 133 and by 1744, 27 tenants were
paying a rent of less than ls. 8d. 134 Bye-employment must have been crucial to the
survival of such tenants.
Troutbeck, therefore, in many ways fits into the accepted picture of an upland
Lakeland valley in the period 1550-1750. Pasture farming predominated and was a
binding force in the community. Cattle became more important to the yeoman
farmer and some had sufficient enterprise to take advantage of commercial
opportunities. But they were probably the exception. The impoverishment of tenants
and their reduction to the status of cottager, is more evident than enrichment among
the tenants, particularly in the second half of the period when agricultural
depressions were frequent. It is unfortunately less well documented.
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But there are several unusual developments in Troutbeck to note. Large areas of
waste did not become manorial but were taken over by those who farmed Troutbeck
Park for a free rent. Extensive areas of waste lay beneath the garth. The division of
part of the Old Park into Hundreds is probably not unique but information about
the existence of Hundreds elsewhere is difficult to find. B.L. Thompson quotes the
Rev T. Ellwood's evidence from the faculty for the consecration of Torver church
and churchyard in 1538 which mentions "the village, hundred or hamlet". 135 But
John Dawson, who has written a history of Torver, 136 has been unable to shed any
light on the use of the term. That the unit was unusual seems likely; that it played a
vital role in the life of Troutbeck between 1550 and 1750 is certain.
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