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XVIII The Buildings of Moorhouse
By NINA JENNINGS
-

M

OORHOUSE is a township of the parish and barony of Burgh-by-Sands.
Hutchinson, 1 in his History of Cumberland, remarks that "Burgh is in general
accounted a plentiful wealthy place ... of fine rich land for either corn or grass; with
a great quantity of meadow in the township of Burgh. Towards Moorhouse and
Thurstonfield the ground is of a much inferior quality". Moorhouse is in fact a
newer village than Burgh township itself; it was settled and cultivated later. To this
day it retains a substantial number of interesting buildings, particularly those of clay
construction, known locally as clay dabbins.
Generally speaking Moorhouse is well documented; there are good manorial
surveys for 1589, 1638 and 1691, manorial records for freehold and customary
properties from 1476 and the usual run of other manorial records, especially records
of general fines and manorial court books from the end of the C17. These are kept
in the County Record Office, Carlisle, hereafter C.R.O. There is no surviving C18
manorial map and the tithe map and award, 1842, is incomplete because rectorial
tithes had already been commuted by private agreement in 1833 and there is no
map associated with this earlier agreement. 2
However, the pre-parliamentary enclosure maps of the commons in the barony,
1689, Hodskinson and Donald's map of the county of Cumberland, 1774, and the
award map for the enclosure of the Green at Moorhouse, 3 are useful, as are the
Inland Revenue Land Valuation Surveys 1910/1915. 4 Other population and taxation
records, especially Hearth Tax returns and Land Tax assessments, as well as title
deeds (from photocopies, transcripts or original records in the C.R.O.) have been
used to work out some earliest possible dates of construction or alteration, in
conjunction with the remaining datestones and the recollections of local people, as
dating on stylistic grounds alone is difficult when many changes have been made
over a long period, and when so many of the timbers are re-used.
A preliminary reading of the surviving documentation suggests two main periods
of social change in Moorhouse which may have had some effect on the number and
style of surviving buildings: the first period was the early to mid C16 when there is
thought to have been a growth in population, and the second from 1689 to the early
C18 with the sale of the commons and wastes; this resulted in the expansion of some
of the farm holdings. From the mid C18, when farming became more profitable, the
increased prosperity encouraged the addition of a full upper storey to farmhouses,
building in cobble and brick and the enlargement of some cottage holdings to serve
as tenant farms, especially as the owners of the former customary holding on the site
of the present Moorhouse Hall built up their estate.
Some early title deeds have survived, as well as the Hearth Tax returns and also
Hodskinson and Donald's map of 1774, but unfortunately the map produced for the
general commutation in 1836 is not very informative because of the earlier
commutation. There is no surviving C18 manorial map for Burgh and Moorhouse.
However the 1842 enclosure map has some useful information. The Inland Revenue
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FIG. 1. Sketch Map of 19th century Moorhouse (based on O.S. Map)

Land Tax Survey of 1910, 5 kept in the Public Record Office at Kew, is very useful in
view of the changes which have taken place in the past century.
The Hearth Tax returns of 1674 6 show only one house in the parish having more
than one hearth, and that one not in Moorhouse. This confirms the impression that
parlour fireplaces were an C18 innovation, at any rate on the Solway Plain. It
contrasts with Sussex, where Mr David Martin 7 says that two-thirds of houses had
two or more.
As regards buildings which can be identified today, the will of William Stordy
dated 1626/7 (see later) makes it clear that the Stonehouse was built in the second
half of the C16. The earliest reference to what is now the Royal Oak Inn and
Cottage is in 1676. 8 This does not tell us when the present clay Royal Oak buildings
were first erected, but from the practice of patching and partial rebuilding which
continues in Cumbria to this day, it is quite possible that parts survive from way
back, particularly the stone plinths.
Starting at the cross-roads at the west end of the village (see sketch map, Fig. 1),
we come first to LANGWATH (Fig. 2), formerly Longwath, which was originally a
two-room cottage. Later a wash-house was added at one end, and later still an
outshut at the back. About twenty years ago it was restored from a derelict condition
by its present owners, Mr and Mrs Hallsworth, who say that the walls were of
cobble; diorite boulders with sandstone lumps. The construction was similar to that
of a drystone wall, with larger stones inside and outside and a filling of smaller
rubble. There was burnt lime mortar to hold the outside skin but the internal plaster
had rotted. Floorboards were laid directly on the soil in one part but there were
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stone flags in another. Some large stones (possibly padstones) were found the
garden.The masonry openings in all cases were sandstone. The front (inner) window
frames were steel and the rear wood. Two or three ceilings had been added although
it had originally been open to the roof, and there was one triangular truss only,
under local slates.
A map of the commons made in 1689 9 shows no house at Longwath. Where the
roads divide was common. The most likely time for the bu il ding of a house there would
be 1690 to 1716, when the commons were being sold off. Longwath is said to have
been a shop at one time. The census returns often name it specifically and show it as
having been occupied by farmworkers, sometimes with as many as seven in the family.
The 1910 Land Tax Survey describes it as:
Cottage living room one bedroom coal-house.
Cobble and slated one storey. Fair repair. Wood and flagged shed at gable.
Garden at back. Drinking water from farm up road.
Rent £5 p/a.
Next we come to THE FARMHOUSE, which has one clay gable but no crucks.
The front is of softish purple brick, but the back of the service end is cobble; this
was described as a byre in the 1910 survey, so it was a longhouse. There are steps
down from the house into the byre. There is a straight join between the main house
and the service end; their roof ridges are of different heights but their pitches are the
same, and the slates are Welsh. It now has a central entrance, and 12-light sash
windows with no "ears". It was probably built as a standard cross-passage clay
farmhouse and given piecemeal modernisations and replacements, including a brick
fr ont, in the late C18 or early C19.
The rent in 1910 was £30 p/a.
Its clay and cruck barn stands across the road, together with a cartshed, stable,
calihulls, pighulls and a henhouse leanto.
Next to The Farmhouse stands a two-bay clay and cruck building (Fig. 3),
described in the 1910 survey as a WASH-HOUSE. It is considerably patched with
softish red bricks, and it has a b ri ck chimney set in the gable, as well as brick quoins,
door jambs and lintel. The roof is of Welsh slate except for a few courses of sandstone
at the eaves. The plinth, of large cobbles, varies from about 0.4 to 0.6 m in height.
The walls are rendered outside but inside the layers of straw, about
0.07 m apart, can be seen. The door is at the front and there is a modern metal
window in the back wall, near the fireplace, and a wooden lintel at the other end of
the same wall, 1.6 m above the floor. The cruck pair is of light and irregular
scantling. There are two purlins each side, of which the upper back one has a crude
scarf joint and the lower front one appears to run the length of the building; the
others are staggered. They pass directly into the gable walls except for those that are
attached to stubs. The rest of the roof timbers, i.e. the rafters, ridge board and wall
plates, are sawn, and the ridge board appears to be pegged to the yoke. The walls
show no sign of raising but the roof has obviously been renewed, presumably when
the thatch was replaced by slate. The cross-beam does not tie the walls together and
there is no evidence that it ever did; it rests on a brick door jamb at the fr ont and sits
in a U-shaped slot in the clay wall at the back. It is supported by a rather flimsy reused prop which rises from the floor and is attached by an iron nail. It is at about the
same height as two slots in the cruck blades and it may have supported a loft although
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FIG. 2. Langwath

FIG. 3. Langwath Wash - House
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from 1749, when the first of this name married an heiress of the Nixon family,
freeholders from at least 1638. 10
The clay BARN (Fig. 4), across the road, has four pairs of crucks, again with the
usual local yoke, and it may have had a fifth where there is now a triangular truss, as
there are padstones. The blades show signs of re-use. There are two staggered
purlins each side. The walls have been very much patched; the west gable is brick
and the projection of the northern cart entry is stone. There is a cobble cross wall,
which must be a later inse rt ion, at about the original height of the walls, supporting
an upper floor over the western half of the barn. The side walls have been raised
with brick. The plinth, which consists of very large cobbles, is about 0.6 m high, and
the roof is of Welsh slate above three courses of sandstone. In 1910 the barn was
described as a turnip house and calfhull.

FIG. 4. The Farmhouse, Barn
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MOORHOUSE FARM (Fig. 6), is set back from the road behind the Farmhouse.
It was recorded by the Royal Commission on Historical Monuments in 1975 for the
National Buildings Record. They found it to be a clay house and ba rn with stone
roofs, the walls patched with stone and brick. Four whole or part crucks survived
and they surmised that there could have been another where there is now a clay wall
and a chimney. They noted that the walls had been raised with brick, that the ceiling
beams were of late proportions and that the fire-window (unusually at the back of
the house) was awkwardly slanted to avoid the staircase outshut. They did not
comment on the apparent absence of a cross-passage, but noted the dairy at the
extreme east of the building. The ba rn, which has since been allowed to deteriorate
to the point of requiring major reconstruction, has nine cruck pairs, a most unusual
length. The recorders thought that the main farmhouse, as built, was probably open
to the roof throughout, but they do not provide a section drawing and it is possible
that the clay wall which carries the secondary chimney is original and formerly
carried a loft as at the Old Vicarage, Burgh, and Hither Onset, Scaleby. This could
have covered the parlour end of the house only. They thought that after the whole
hall was ceiled, access upstairs would at first have been by the present ladder only,
and that the stairs outshut was built later. (These stairs are slightly unusual in that
they run parallel to the house, as at Fairfield.) However it should be pointed out that
High Bow Farm, Moorhouse Hall Farm and Orchard House Farm all had
farmworkers' quarters above the service end, reached by open steps. The recorders
thought that the main stack was probably a replacement and a re-siting of an earlier

FIG. 5. The Farmhouse, Ba rn (plan)
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FIG. 6. Moorhouse Farm (reproduced by kind permission of RCHM)

firehood. It is noteworthy that the parlour fireplace is not in the usual position, i.e.
the gable. It is also worth pointing out that these are dormer windows, unusual in a
clay dabbin. This might suggest a late modernisation, after Welsh slates had become
readily available for replacing thatch, or it could be the case that such a large holding
could afford them while the price was still high.
The recorders estimate that the house may have been built c. 1700 and
modernised around 1800, but documentation shows the presence of a customary
farmstead on this site in the tenancy of Bernard Mason (or Marson) as early as
1589. 11 This customary holding continued in the possession of the Mason family
until 1681, when it was surrendered to Robert Hodgson. Eventually the Hodgsons
removed to Carlisle and by 1758 had sold the main pa rt of their Moorhouse estate,
including the farmhouse, to Joseph Liddel, later of Moorhouse Hall, who let off the
land and buildings to tenants. This change of status could account for the
preservation of early features and possible late modernisation, as such changes were
more often made by owner-occupiers than by tenants.
The rent in 1910 was £190 p/a.
Moorhouse Farm and its long barn have recently undergone sympathetic
"development"; it is to be hoped that a use can also be found for the "washhouse"
cottage (storage perhaps?) to justify the fairly small cost of repairs.
LOW MOOR HOUSE is next door to the Farmhouse along the street; it is similar
and probably has a similar history. Its front is of decorative "Carlisle" style
brickwork, with pale headers. The back is of soft, reddish brown bricks. It has tall
12-pane sashes without "ears", and it is described in the 1910 survey as "Brick
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cobble and clay built slated". The position of the front door strongly suggests a
cross-passage house. The attached barn was formerly clay; it has a brick gable and
no surviving crucks, although a padstone is visible at the front outer corner. Its ridge
is much lower than that of the main house but the pitch is the same.
It was probably the home of William Stordy of Moorhouse, gentleman, who was
descended from William, the younger son of William of Stonehouse (died 1627). A
mantlepiece in the Stonehouse has the date 1706 with the initials jr, which may
have been removed from this house to the Stonehouse when William Stordy (died
1764) inherited the property after the death of Ma ry Ostell in 1758. The date may
commemorate his marriage to Tirzah (died 1742, aged 60) .12
The rent in 1910 was £145 p/a.
Opposite, across the road, stands the STONEHOUSE. From the street this
appears to be a three-bay cross-passage house, with a two-bay byre or service end,
and it seems to have been a longhouse when first built. The ridges of the main house
and service end are the same height. One exposed gable of the main house is old
dark reddish brick, and the house is probably built of cobble and later raised with
brick; it may have been thatched before the present Welsh slate above a few courses
of sandstone. The chimneys are of a newer brick. It was refronted with ashlar in two
stages during the C18 and given square casements in the main house and vertical
sashes at the other end, presumably later. (One of its original stone single-mullioned
windows is probably the one now installed in the front of the byre at Low
Moorhouse Farm). There is a datestone over the front door jr probably
1706
commemorating a modernisation; it may have come from the house over the way
when the Stonehouse was modernised after 1758. A blocked window was probably a
fire-window. Both the eastern and the western barns were described as partly clay in
1910. A photograph taken earlier this century shows one of the barns with thatched
roof and higher walls. The rear stair crosswing is cobble with a local slate roof, and
the outshut is modern red brick with a sandstone roof.
In his will, dated 16 January 1626/7, William Stordy refers to himself as "William
Sturdie of the Stonehouse, yeoman", and gives to his eldest son, Thomas, "all my
howses, edifices, buildings and toftesteads which I builded and dwell in" and all his
"free purchased and arable land and meadow in Moorhowse". As he may have been
the William Stordy who, in 1589, held by far the largest freehold in Moorhouse of 15
arable acres by military service, an ancient free rent of 2d. and half a pound of
pepper, and also an additional 5 acres at Greekhill at 2s. 101/2d. acquired in 1575, it
appears that the Stonehouse was built in the second half of the C16; the earliest
known reference to the house by this name occurs in a deed dated 5 March 1622/3. 13
It was the home of the Quaker Thomas Stordy who was imprisoned from 1662 to
1672 for refusing to take an oath, and who died in prison in 1684 for absenting
himself from public worship. It was also in this house that the Young Pretender
billeted himself for a night, before his attack on Carlisle in 1745. He is reputed to
have slept in what is now the parlour, and this is certainly the most likely place for
him to have chosen. He left behind a pair of pistols.
In 1712 Jonathan Ostell bought the freehold of the Stonehouse estate from the
heirs of his wife Ruth Stordy who had died in 1710. Ruth inherited the Stonehouse
after the death of her brother Thomas in 1702, and married Jonathan Ostell in
1705. 14 Jonathan's inventory, taken in 1750 after his death, refers to:
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Goods in the kitchen, parlour, kitchen lofts, pantry and cellar, milkhouse, low parlour .. .
the stable lofts ... barns ... wood (£3), stone, slates blew and red and bricks (L18). ^.

The store of building materials could have been intended for the construction of a
new barn, but it seems much more likely that they were for refurbishment of the
house. The stone could have been ashlar for re-facing, the brick for raising walls, the
wood could have been the sawn timber which always replaces the cleaved oak rafters
when thatch is done away with, and the slates, "blew and red", could very well be
the Welsh slate and sandstone slabs we see today. The layout of the house is not
entirely clear from the inventory, but from the multiplicity of service and other
rooms it seems likely that the main house had already acquired an upper storey and
an outshut, and that Jonathan was planning to raise the former byre's roof; he may
also have been intending to "reclaim" it for the main house if this had not already
been done, and to refront it in ashlar. It is visually obvious that the two ends of the
house were not done at the same time.
The 1910 survey gives:
House buildings garden and orchard
3 bedrooms boxroom 3 sitting rooms kitchen wash-house dairy brick and cobble
slated old and in fair repair
leanto box brick cobble and claygable ends, slated
2 pig hulls, barn 1 stall stable clay and flagged. Buildings old and in fair repair.
Land all in grass, bulk lies immediately behind house.
Rent £12 p/a, the same as the joiners' and £ 1 less than the smithy.
Crossing the road again we come to MOORHOUSE HALL, which is the "big
house". It was built between 1745, when the Young Pretender was an unwelcome
guest at the Stonehouse, and 1774, when it is shown in Hodskinson and Donald's
map, probably by John Liddel 1691-1772. It stands on the site of the customary
holding which paid 9s. 31/2d. in 1589. Later the family built Moorpark and removed
there after selling Moorhouse in 1810. 15 In 1910 it had the only bathroom and the
only water closets in Moorhouse. At that time thirteen of the houses had no earth
closet.
The rent was then £30 p/a.
The COACH-HOUSE (Fig. 7), was originally built for the Hall but is now part of
the Hall Farm. This rather elegant cobble building stands between the Hall and the
farm. One wing runs north—south towards the street and the other east—west. It was
formerly the coach-house and stables of the Hall, and it has three fireplaces, of
which one is an ingle-nook.
It has a Welsh slate roof; on some of the slopes the bottom three or four courses
are sandstone. There are three large arched openings, each surmounted by a bull's
eye window, with another bull's eye in the north gable and an owl-hole in the east
one. The windows in the north—south wing have the plain square section stone
dressings usual in local farmhouses. There are large quoins and this wing has an
upper storey.
Truss CC' has traces of a wattle and daub infilling, and Mr Stan Beatty, who
moved into the farmhouse with his family as a small child in 1921, recalls that there
was formerly a wall beneath it. This collapsed, wrecking the floor above the
northernmost room, and necessitating a modern replacement. The walls upstairs
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have traces of plaster from the north gable to truss AA'. The loft is now reached by
an unfixed ladder but there was formerly a substantial staircase because Mr Beatty
remembers an animal panicking, breaking loose and climbing into the loft in 1949.
There are two fire-places, one on each floor, in the northern gable, as well as an
arched brick ingle-nook. This has a square hollow space on its south side,
communicating with the main fire-place only by a small hole about 1.6 m above the
floor. Could it have been a bacon-loft? More recently the fire is said to have been
used for drying corn. The adjacent part of the fire-place is covered by two large
slates, both of which have their ends fixed in the back wall and in the wall above the
arch. The brick chimney is corbelled, resting at its lower end on two wooden beams
at right angles. Its opening is very narrow. It seems surprising to have two fire-places
in one room.
From its style the coach-house appears to be late C18, and it was probably built
for Joseph Liddel (1736-1820) between 1772, when he succeeded his father, and
1778, when his coachman William Heppel married Eleanor Samson. 16
A bill of sale in the Major Hodgson papers, 17 dated 1814, shows that there was
space for two coaches and twelve horses, as well as the living accommodation for
several employees. Nowadays it houses calves, cows and chickens, as well as
providing storage space for fodder. When not needed for farming purposes the room
with the ingle-nook is sometimes used for barbecues.
Next door we have the HALL FARM (Figs. 7 and 8), a three-bay cross-passage
farmhouse with a two-bay service end. It is built of clay, with a clay barn at the
parlour end, but the cross-passage wall, the wall between parlour and firehouse and
also the stairs cross-wing, are all brick. The dairy outshut is flagged and stone faced
and there is a stone outshut behind the service end. There is a splendid full cruck
pair, with the usual local top, above the firehouse, and large stones which may or
may not be padstones in line with the hearth bressumer. The latter has very much
the appearance of a re-used cruck blade, although it is stopped twice at the heck end
and has the name JOHN BELL carved very neatly on its underside. This would
have been very difficult to do in its present position. One of the remaining pair of
cruck blades is chamfered along one edge and there are two cut-off pegs which may
once have secured a tie about 1.3 m above the present bedroom floor. This tie has
also an empty slot, showing re-use. With the exception of the ties of the A-trusses
above the service end, which are fixed with iron bolts, the roof timbers (ridge beam,
purlins and ties) are pegged and not sawn. The rafters and the floor joists are sawn,
and the widest floorboards are above the parlour. The ceiling beam of the firehouse
is differently stopped from those above the parlour and kitchen (one of the latter is
mode rn ). The wooden lintel above the cross-passage is very massive, and there are
old timbers above the entrance to the stairs cross-wing, both upstairs and
downstairs. Both the bedroom above the firehouse and the one above the parlour
have hearths. Mr J.M. Holliday, of Moorhouse Hall Farm and High Bow Farm,
recalls that there used to be wooden steps in the kitchen, leading to the upper floor,
when he was a boy in the 1950s; the trapdoor is still visible. Mr Beatty says that
when he was a boy in the 1920s the upper rooms to the east of the cross-passage
were used by farmworkers. Subsequently an opening was cut in the (clay) chimney
wall which runs across the house and a partition built to form a passage at the back.
Downstairs the southern entrance to the cross-passage is blocked. All the front
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Thomas Nixon's messuage which stood to the east of John Bell's in 1740 18 (see
below). The clay walls of the present house have the rounded tops characteristic of
good quality work and they have been irregularly raised with brick and stone in
order to change the roof pitch, though not the ridge height. There is a wall plate
along the entire front of the building. The stumps visible below the parlour bedroom
ceiling act as corbels for a triangular tie above; they may be the remains of an earlier,
lower tie. The ridge beam is scarfed above the cruck pair, and inspection of the
stripped clay walls of the parlour showed no sign of any other crucks. Its back wall is
so smooth that replastering seemed hardly necessary. The firehouse ceiling joists
were definitely set into the brick cross-wall, i.e. they are contemporaneous with it.
They did not reach beyond the hearth bressumer; instead sho rt lengths covered the
ingle-nook. The ceiling beam (which must be a later insertion) is set directly into the
clay walls without support from any lintels or from the cruck. Mr Bob Richardson,
the builder in charge of the repairs, suggests that with walls as thick as these it would
have been feasible to make a pair of opposing long holes in the clay and jiggle the
beam into position. Neither the firewindow nor the little Yorkshire sash had lintels
or sills; they were just holes cut in the clay. It was surprising to find a blocked
window in the front wall of the firehouse, adjacent to the existing one and the same
size, with a similar beaded surround and shutter hook. Crude brick repairs were
revealed, as well as a heavy wooden lintel above. It may be that C19 builders did not
care to work with clay; perhaps they saw it as an obsolete material. The impression
was gained that the service end and the main farmhouse were of different builds,
possibly only a short time apart. This is partly in view of the complete absence of
crucks at the service end, partly the differences in the exposed clay walls and partly
the differences in upper floor and window heights. This is one of the few clay
dabbins which has retained a cruck pair over a full upper storey.
It would appear that the first house on this site was probably a single-storey, or
perhaps lofted, clay building. Subsequently the present cross-passage farmhouse was
built adjoining it. This later house had an ingle-nook and one or possibly two pairs
of crucks, and the firehouse was open to the roof which was probably thatched.
Almost certainly there was a loft above the parlour, and probably triangular trusses
above that. The trusses above the service end may also be original.
John Bell (1711-1806) bought the property from John Stordy of Thurstanfield on
14 December 1740. 19 At some time after his death in 1806, perhaps after the sale to
Major Hodgson about 1811, the firehouse was ceiled, the ingle-nook remodelled,
and the brick stairwing, cross-wall and heck built. The front openings received stone
dressings and were probably enlarged; it may well have been at this time that the
roof was slated.
The rent in 1910 was L180 p/a.
Crossing the road yet again, the ROYAL OAK INN and the ROYAL OAK
COTTAGE (Figs. 10 and 11), are two semi-detached clay houses with
uncompromisingly modern brick (facing only!) fronts and modern windows.
However the cottage retains three magnificent chamfered pairs of full crucks, at least
one of which is re-used, but the gables and walls of the inn have been raised with
brick to give a full upper storey. There is a two-storey outshut and a wooden dogleg
staircase in a brick crosswing at the rear, and also a datestone 17 2 over the central
front door of the inn, which probably commemorates the "modernisation" by
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FIG. 8. Moorhouse Hall Farm
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This pair of houses is unusually well documented. The earliest surviving deed,
dated October 1693, is a grant by Thomas Stordy, carpenter of Moorhouse, to
Jacob his second son. For k10 he obtained a freehold to his father's messuage or
dwelling house and tenement, and one acre of arable land. The next deed, dated
2 February 1790, has a measured plan attached, and makes it clear that this freehold
house was the present cottage; the attached building (now the inn) was a customary
holding. They are labelled customary houses and freehold houses, both definitely in
the plural, and in fact the map shows that by this time the freehold house had been
extended at the back to encroach upon the Green. Owing to the small scale it is not
possible to be categorical but it looks as if the buildings shown on the 1790 plan are
the same as those on the first Ordnance Survey map of 1865. The document was a
deed of sale of both the freehold and customary houses to Ebenezer Glencross the
Younger. They were sold by Ma ry , only child of Thomas Stordy of Moorhouse, and
Jonathan Dickenson of Allonby, her husband. Glencross obtained a mortgage and
subsequently sold the property to James Hetherington of Thurstonfield on 16 June
1808. The latter obtained a new mortgage in 1823 and in this deed the freehold
property was described as two freehold houses and joiner's shop, formerly a
cowhouse, also the toofall behind the dwelling houses and a portion of the garden or
orchard. These were sold to Thomas McAdam in 1835. The Royal Oak Inn does
not appear in the Carlisle magistrates' licencing records up to and including the year
1827. However the 1841 census shows Margaret Glencroft, publican, aged 30,
living in Moorhouse. It does not give addresses but the adjacent entries include
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William Cowen, weaver, Ann Robinson, aged 84, living alone, Ruth Coree
agricultural labourer and her daughter a weaver, Edward Fisher one of whose
daughters was a weaver, and John Barber, agricultural labourer, with his wife and
five children. It is not possible to assert that these people were definitely living in the
Royal Oak Cottages but their occupations make it appear likely even though the
households were so large for such small houses. The first Ordnance Survey map of
1865 definitely shows the Royal Oak as an inn with cottages attached. The 1881
return shows that the beerhouse-keeper's neighbours included widows, labourers,
tailors, a grocer, a farmer, a mason, a joiner and a boot and shoemaker.
Mr J.M. Towill of Moorhouse Hall has in his possession a watercolour dated 90,
i.e. 1890, showing the front of the inn and cottages. It is clay, not brick, rendered in
white. Two of the cottages' front doors are shown, including the one now blocked.
At least six upstairs windows can be seen high up under the eaves, and at least three
of their chimneys are shown. There is a sign above the door of the inn, but no
window.
The Land Valuation Survey of 1910 describes the inn as being of clay faced with
brick, and slated. It had a parlour, a front kitchen, a back kitchen and four
bedrooms. It also had a four-stall stable, lofted coach-house, cobble, slated and
flagged (now disappeared) . This coach-house is not shown on the first Ordnance
Survey map, so cobble building must have continued into the late C19. (This is
confirmed at Rose Cottage — see later).
The inn rental in 1910 was £20 p/a.
The three cottages nearest the inn, the ones on the main road, are described as
each having a small parlour, a kitchen, a back kitchen and one bedroom, with a
small plot of garden at the back. They were clay and cobble built, in very poor repair
but with good slate roofs. They were unoccupied and said to be not really fit for
habitation without considerable inside repairs; estimated rental of each cottage
£3—£4 p/a.
The other four cottages each had two bedrooms and a garden. One contained a
shoemaker's shop and one, which was let with two fields, paid £15 p/a, the rest
paying £3 15s. to £6. Mr and Mrs Tom Pattinson of Longburgh lived in no. 452
(then known as no. 2 The Lane) in the early years of their marriage, until 1965.
Both they and Mrs M. Clark of the inn agree that at that time the cottages fronting
the main road were again occupied, that they were single-storey and very small. This
conflicts with Mr Towill's watercolour which shows a row of upper windows; is this
artistic licence or were the cottages substantially renovated and their upper stories
removed, perhaps due to the housing shortage which followed the Kaiser's war? Mr
Pattinson, who is a joiner, says that the three small cottages were each single bay,
with a fr ont room, a back room and perhaps an outshut. By that time the inn had
acquired part of the nearest cottage. Nos. 1-4 The Lane were two-bay, with clay
walls (gables?) between the houses, and crucks inside. His house had an open tread
staircase leading up from the back door. These stairs were not exactly boxed in but
there was probably a cupboard underneath. Upstairs the tie-beam had been cut to
make a doorway between the bedrooms, otherwise you would have had to duck.
By the 1970s the cottages were falling into dereliction. In 1986 the ones in
the Lane were pulled down and the others converted into one single-storey
dwelling.
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FIG. 11. Royal Oak Inn and Co tt age

FAIRFIELD HOUSE (Fig. 12), a handsome building next door to Moorhouse
Hall Farm, was originally a three-bay clay farmhouse with a two-bay service end or
byre beyond the cross-passage, which has now only a window at the front. It has a
cobble outbuilding at the west end which once contained a pigeon loft, and a cobble
outshut for the stairs at the rear. This dogleg staircase has an elegant handrail,
terminating in a spiral, and it is unusual in running parallel to the axis of the house
(as at Moorhouse Farm). There is a brick threshing ba rn behind the house, almost
parallel to it. The second Ordnance Survey map shows this building longer than it is
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now, though not comparable with those of other Moorhouse farms. The whole front
of the building is roofed in local slate as is the stairs crosswing. Otherwise there is
Welsh slate above a few sandstone courses. The ridge tiles are sandstone.
One pair of crucks with the usual local top remains in the service end, and its
padstone can be seen at the front. The roof of the main house has had its ridge
raised and the pitch altered with brick and cobble on top of the clay walls. The
plinth is about 0.5-0.7 m high. The former front entrance to the cross-passage is
now a window, and above the wooden lintel and jambs of the back entrance is a
datestone JM .
1730

One of the downstairs rooms has a fine moulded plaster ceiling similar to those
installed at High Bow Farm in 1761. The fr ont door and all the fr ont windows have
plain square section sandstone dressings. It seems likely that the house was

FIG. 12. Fairfield
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modernised around 1760. It then gained a full upper storey, a staircase at the rear, a
parlour fireplace and perhaps the slate roof. It was probably at this time that the
fr ont entrance was moved to a more central position and the windows enlarged.
The initials on the datestone must be those of Jacob Mitchinson (died 1738). 21
From its position it is quite possible that the datestone was inserted into an existing
house when he acquired it. It is not possible to identify this house with certainty in
the census returns, but it seems likely that it was occupied by a rentier rather than a
real farmer, at least in later years. This is borne out by the unusually lofty ceilings,
with elaborate moulding, the elegant handrail and the paucity of farm buildings.
There is a tradition that it once held a Sunday School and it may also have housed
the "Mistress's school", these days called a Dame school, referred to in the reply to
the diocesan questionnaire of 1854 (see schoolhouse, below). This school was
taught by a Miss Wood in a room 5 x 4 x 3 yards, and had 25 pupils. The 1851
census gives a family whose father was John Wood, aged 45, retired farmer, mother
Mary, aged 42, annuitant, and three daughters Mary, Ann and Sarah, aged 17, 15
and 13.
Mr M. Mitchinson, the owner, has rebuilt a garden wall in cobble. He found it
difficult to match the skill of earlier builders in fitting rounded stones together with
the minimum of mortar; it was rather like a 3-D jigsaw puzzle
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The 1910 survey gives "Barn brick and slated. Stable and stick house clay and
slated. Fowl house brick and slated".
The rent in 1910 was L19 10s. p/a.
Further down on the other side of the road we come to ORCHARD HOUSE
FARM (Fig. 13), another three-bay cross-passage type farmhouse. It is clay, with a
clay porch and a datestone at the rear end of the cross-passage. Unfortunately only
El (or D is now legible. The outshut is partly clay, with kitchen, dogleg stairs and
dairy or butchery room downstairs and two more rooms above. One corner is
concave, in order to accommodate a partly clay barn which must have been there
first. It is interesting that this concave wall is clay, although the rest of the outshut is
cobble. The east gable can be seen to be raised with cobble, but it has the same
pitch as the adjacent byre, which is partly clay. Both the buildings beyond are mainly
cobble. The fr ont entrance to the cross-passage is blocked and there is now no way
through from the cross-passage into the main house. However there is a doorway
with three steps up from the porch into the kitchen in the outshut, next to a
chimney, and there is also a blocked door in the long wall of the outshut. Apart from
an obviously modern bathroom in one corner, the byre appears never to have been
"reclaimed" for the house; it has a cobbled floor and no chimney, and there is a
feeding rack hanging on the wall. Clearly it must have been a longhouse. There are
traces of whitewash in the byre but no plaster, and fixed steps lead up into two
unceiled rooms above. There is a fireplace in what was formerly the parlour and
another in the bedroom above. The main house has a symmetrical fr ont, and tall
vertical sashes with "ears". The stone dressings have C19 bead and hollow
mouldings, and there is a pretty iron ogee-headed pergola round the fr ont door.
This C19 fr ont may be contemporaneous with the roof raising.
There are other extensive farm buildings and in 1910 the rent was £105 p/a.
Next there is a double-pile range, the only one in Moorhouse. Going north-west
the first building is known as LOWMOOR HOUSE. This is followed by a
COTTAGE (Fig. 14), then a single byre, a double byre, a mealhouse, a stable and
lastly LOW MOORHOUSE FARMHOUSE and its extension.
Lowmoor House is brick and slated, with ve rt ical sashes and a very fine door-case
surmounted by a datestone TM 1734. These are no doubt the initials of Thomas
Ostell of Newtown, Holm Cultram, and Mary Stordy, daughter of John Stordy of
Thurstanfield, who were married on 3 November 1726. It has not the appearance of
being built as a farmhouse, at any rate not a local one.
In 1910 it was let for X25 p/a with two fields and an orchard. It had an old loose
box, stable and coach-house, all clay built and in poor condition. Behind, detached
and in fact belonging to the farm is a clay, crucked barn which was still thatched in
1910.
There is a straight join between the chimney of Lowmoor House and that of the
cottage. The latter has four courses of sandstone at the fr ont and local slate above,
with sandstone at the back. The 1910 survey describes it as cobble, and its sketch
map appears to show the fr ont projecting. This fr ont is now brick and in line with
the rest of the buildings, so it must have been rebuilt in this century, probably reusing the C18 square window dressings. The datestone above the front door is
inscribed G T 1692, very sharply cut.
The fr ont windows are Victorian sashes or later, but the back ones have 16 panes
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FIG.

14. Cottage, Low Moorhouse Farm

and no "ears". The cobble leanto at the rear is not bonded to the back wall.
Internally the cottage is unusual in two respects: the roof space is not accessible but
a (probably) cobble wall appears to suppo rt the ridge, and also in that the staircase,
which is wooden, runs along the central axis of the house. Both downstairs fireplaces
are fairly modern but the only one upstairs, in the front bedroom, is of the style of
the late C18. The downstairs ceiling beams are modern, with beaded edges, and
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they could well have been inserted when the cottage was refronted. Effectively it is a
two-bay cottage turned through a right angle. The adjacent byre is of cobble and soft
brick, and part of its roof is corrugated since the stone slabs were blown off in a
storm in the 1940s. A stone, single-mullioned window looks much older than the
byre in which it is now installed. The Stonehouse was refronted in ashlar in the C18
with contemporary windows, probably at a time when it was still the only stone
building in Moorhouse, so this window may have come from there. The Ostells were
another Quaker family.
It does not seem likely that the cobble cottage was built for farmworkers, in view
of the C18 bedroom fireplace. The census returns do not usually give the addresses
of small houses but on the most probable reading the cottage was empty in 1851,
occupied by John Emmerson, teacher, in 1861 and by John Wilson, annuitant, born
1804, in 1871 and 1881. It was rented by Mr Scott's parents (see later) in the early
1930s.
Low Moorhouse Farm is of brick, with plain square stone door and window
dressings. It has a cross-passage, and a granary above the service end. Almost
certainly it had an ingle-nook. Thomas Ostell the younger, of the datestone, in 1763,
jointly with his father granted a 17-year lease to his brother Joseph. 22 The father
undertook to build a house for Joseph within a year, which was to have various
outbuildings and rights of way. This must refer to Low Moorhouse farmhouse,
which is therefore dated. In 1788 Joseph acquired Orchard House Farm and Low
Moorhouse farmhouse was let to tenants. The farm appears to have been rented by
Joseph Tyson, born 1804, at least from 1841 to 1871, and subsequently by his
widow Mary. In 1851 he had 120 acres and in 1861, 200.
In 1910 the farm rent was £190 p/a, including the stone cottage.
Until recently there was a part clay farm building beyond, which in 1910 also
contained an earth closet. Mr Muir, who has completely rebuilt it in the last year or
two, took photographs which showed a hearth and the earth closet. The 1910 survey
described a clay COTTAGE at its far end, "at present unoccupied and unfit for
habitation. Old and delapidated built of clay with a slate roof which is falling in". Mr
Scott says that his paternal grandmother (née N ix on and born about 1855) related
that this house was still occupied when she moved into the smithy in 1899. The
family was called Corry and the father was a tree-feller. Perhaps this was Joseph, ten
month old son of John Corry, "taylor", of one of the Royal Oak cottages in the 1881
census; the family was still in the Royal Oak cottage in 1891.
The clay cottage and barn may have been the original buildings on this site. The
(suspiciously sharp) 1692 datestone could have been removed when the cottage
finally ceased to be inhabited early in the present century, and installed in the new
front of the cobble cottage. The initials may be those of George Mark and his wife,
as he is known, from an arbitration award of 1710, 23 to have possessed a freehold
messuage, land and tenement as pa rt of his wife Mary's dowry. He was also a trustee
for Ruth Stordy in the settlement 24 which she made in anticipation of her marriage
to Jonathan Ostell. The latter's will of 1749/50 shows that his second wife was called
Ma ry , so she could very well have been George Mark's widow. It may be that in
1763, when the other single-storey clay dabbins in Moorhouse were being
modernised, i.e. given a full upper storey, the Ostells decided instead to build a new,
modern brick double-pile farmhouse, in line with Lowmoor House. They would
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then have housed farmworkers in the old clay house. The orientation of the cobble
cottage gives it the appearance of a "fill-in", and it was certainly not built at the
same time as Lowmoor House.
The SMITHY and JOINER'S are on the opposite corner. They are not shown on
the enclosure map of 1842 but they do appear on the first Ordnance Survey map.
They were described as a pair of clay and brick cottages in 1910. The smithy front
wall is in fact cobble, and when its clay back wall had to be re-built in 1962 and
1976, Mr Scott found that instead Of the usual layers of straw, his back wall
contained layers of moss and what looked like rushes. As he says, there was plenty of
low-lying ground around and no shortage of rushes. He found absolutely no sign of
crucks or padstones. His house has three bays but no roof trusses; there are two
internal cross-walls and both go right up to the ridge. The top of the party wall is
sandstone not brick, and the upper storey of the smithy appears to be built up
against it. Mr Pattinson, who lived in the joiner's as a boy, says that it was of similar
construction. It consisted of two bays separated by a cross-wall which supported the
ridge. He has seen no sign of crucks. The roofs are Welsh slate. Mr Scott's
grandmother said that first the joiner's and then the smithy had their walls raised
shortly before she and her family moved in, and he thinks that they would previously
have been single-storey, although they may of course have been lofted. It seems
likely that the present smithy workshop roof ridge shows the original dwelling
houses' height. He also says that the cobbles used in local houses come from the
fields, not the shore. He has heard of one-day building, but not from his
grandmother, although she did tell him that the red clay used for building
Moorhouse came from Bank House Farm or possibly the wartime airfield nearby;
Moorhouse clay is too sandy.
At the time when other clay cottages in the village (the "wash-house", the Hall
Farm one, the three one-bedroom ones at the Royal Oak, the one at Low Moorhouse
Farm and the one in the Park, see later) were about to go into dereliction, these two
were renovated and continue in comfortable occupation today. No doubt their much
higher rents had some bearing on this;'k12 and L13 respectively.
The parish registers show that in 1802 Henry, son of Thomas Henderson,
blacksmith, was baptised. John, son of John and Ann Rigg, cabinetmaker, was baptised
in 1816. A joiner, a shopkeeper, a joiner and cartwright and a blacksmith are described
as living in Moorhouse in the Parson and White Directory of 1829. None of these
tradesmen appear in the landtax return of 1829, but there are smiths and joiners in
every census return from 1841 to 1891. From about 1899 to 1930 Mr Scott's
grandfather was the smith, and subsequently his uncle, to whom he was apprenticed.
The Quaker burial ground is in the field next to the smithy; it has a datestone
1694 over the gate. The old MEETING HOUSE, (Fig. 15), is opposite and has
been described by Mr David Butler: 25
This is a meeting house in a setting of some style; it was erected in 1733, the date over the
door. Brick walls with red sandstone dressings, shuttered sash windows and a moulded arch
to the doorway, are seen from the road through a wide avenue of old trees. The interior is
divided by a panelled timber screen the full height of the building, only small sections being
hinged to open. There is a ministers' stand in both the men's and the women's meeting
house. Two small windows in the latter, set one on each side and high up on the wall,
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FIG. 15. Friends' Meeting House (reproduced by permission of David Butler)
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present something of a problem, as there is no evidence of a loft or an upper room which
they might have lit, nor of a staircase which might have served one. The building is large for
a count ry meeting house, as mentioned by John Sharp (1812-1853) when he describes
attending meetings here in 1839 whilst on holiday in the district: `Went to Moor-house
meeting in the morning; the meeting-house is large, there having formerly been a
considerable number of Friends here. Grandfather remembers when the ministers' gallery
was full, and about forty families attended. The comparison between the former and
present state of the meeting much affected my mind, and the petition was raised "Revive
thy work in the midst of the years". There were only three persons at meeting besides
ourselves.' Since the meeting closed in 1913 the preservation of the building has been
assisted by the Methodist congregation who met there until about 1967.

Meetings in Moorhouse were first mentioned in 1670 and the first meeting house was
built in 1681 — "all that new-built House at a place called Calf Close at Moorhouse
with a piece of land to the south side thereof". The conveyance from which this
quotation is taken is in parts no longer legible; it bears a note reading "This deed
having been put underground for preservation during the rebellion of 1745 is also
much damaged". A small legacy in 1732 prompted the rebuilding of this first meeting
house: there was "brought in this day k5 to this meeting being a legacy left to the
meeting by our Friend William Bordis for the rebuilding of the Meeting House at
Moorhouse". Note: Mr Butler's drawings were made from surveys in 1967 and 1973.
After the building was abandoned by the Methodists it was for a time used as a barn.
More recently it has been converted into a dwelling house.
Passing Low Moor House again and taking the Great Orton road we come to
HIGH BOW FARM, (Figs. 16, 17, 18), which is in fact just over the parish
boundary although it is really part of Moorhouse. Beyond the cross-passage this
lovely house is brick-built, in English garden wall bond. It has two storeys, a stairs
crosswing and a two-storey outshut at the back. All three of the ground floor ceiling
beams are surrounded by elaborate plaster mouldings, similar to those at Fairfield,
and the roof trusses are almost certainly triangular though not accessible to
inspection. Both the fr ont bed-rooms are heated. The windows are 12-light vertical
sashes without "ears" but with internal shutters, and there is a porch with Doric
pillars almost in the centre of the facade. Above the door there is a datestoneWM1761'
1
However the far wall of the cross-passage is clay, as are the other walls of this
service end and the back wall of the attached barn. This service room contains a
full cruck pair and a now unused chimney. There are two cruck pairs in the barn,
both of which were probably full originally; they carry "old" purlins and the ones in
the barn have the usual local top. The remaining barn trusses are triangular, and
the clay wall beneath them has been raised with brick, as has the common gable
with the house. There is an upper floor, and the far gable is also brick. The back
doors and windows of the barn have wooden fittings, but the front wall, which is
brick and breeze block, has modern metal windows. This front wall carries a
smooth rendering, incised to resemble ashlar. Both the roofs are of the same pitch
though the heights differ, and all are of Welsh slate except the rear slope of the
barn, which is pantiled. Two padstones can be seen at the front, and where it is
visible the plinth can be as much as 1 m high. About thirty years ago the downstairs
part of the clay wall which separated the cross-passage from the service end, was
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FIG. 16. High Bow Farm

cut away. Before the changes there was a datestone above the fr ont door into the
cross-passage. Mr Holliday and Mr Scott agree that the date was 1690. Mr
Holliday thinks that the jambs were stone. The upper floor is reached by an
unenclosed external wooden stair at the back, and there is no communication
between this upper floor and the upper floor of the brick house. It would appear
that in 1690 a three-bay clay cross-passage farmhouse, with a two-bay service end
or byre, was built (or possibly rebuilt on the existing plinth). William Johnson
(described as "the old man of Bow" in the Quaker records) married Lucy his first

tcwaas_002_1993_vol93_0020

*

s av,cl si.v.e

4. Welsh. stare

Î

F stbr.e

N

I F^r^il^n
11^1^II

.i^f^ I^II
1Il

^II
I^i^11

E 6viè,tt

11•PlIr

T
T^^Ó r Ì c^c

T

ipriciz T
\, lels t, s 1 o.re

c1^ ^
0
q.^
6reeZe block^' 1

2^4.

6 rv.

,

en built at
Nixon,
sister
of
Thomas,
this time or later. In 1702 he married a second wife, Ma ry
and in 1761 the main house was rebuilt in brick, with two full storeys, in the then
fashionable style. The initials are those of William, William and Lucy's great
grandson born 1733, and Margaret Mitchinson his wife. She was the daughter of
Isaac Mitchinson (died 1781), the son of William and Margaret (Peggy). There are
a number of stone farm buildings at the back, including a wash-house with a set
pot, which must have been added at various times.
Considering now the farm buildings of Moorhouse, it is difficult to date the
transition from clay to cobble and then to brick; clearly there was considerable
overlap. The Hall farmhouse represents an addition to an earlier house and was built
of clay at some time between 1691 and 1740, (possibly by John Bell) and the two
adjacent farm buildings on its west are also mainly clay; the others are stone. In the
case of Low Moorhouse Farm and Lowmoor House, the two long clay barns and the
clay coach-house almost certainly pre-date the brick domestic buildings. However
the farm buildings and cottage which join the two houses and are probably later,
were built of cobble. Rose Cottage's cobble barn was built around the turn of the
present century, as shown by the Ordnance Survey maps. On the other hand, The
Farmhouse has an entirely brick barn across the road with an 1873 datestone, in
addition to its clay dabbins. By comparing the first and second edition Ordnance
Survey maps, we find that both Moorhouse Farm and Low Moorhouse Farm
acquired brick barns after 1865, and the Royal Oak Inn a cobble coach-house. The
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1847 directory gives three cornmills in the township of Moorhouse. There are no
horse engine houses.
We see that by about 1700 The Farmhouse, Moorhouse Farm, Low Moor House,
the present Royal Oak Inn and cottage, Orchard Farm and Low Moorhouse Farm
and the vanished house which abutted the Hall farmhouse were standing. All were
clay, single-storey with at most a loft, and probably with a single hearth which may
have backed onto the cross-passage, and a thatched roof. The Stonehouse had of
course been built many years previously, and the almost certainly clay, first Quaker
Meeting House in 1681. Longwath was probably built about this time; there is no
dating evidence concerning the "wash-house" cottage, the cottage in fr ont of the
later Moorhouse Hall coach-house or the one in the Park (see later) but it is quite
likely that they were already there. The schoolhouse was built in 1748 (see later) but
the smithy and joiner's perhaps (if the maps can be relied upon) not until the mid
C19.
Moorhouse Hall Farm was built at some time between 1691 and 1740,
Moorhouse Hall itself between 1745 and 1774 and its coach-house probably
between 1772 and 1778. Fairfield was built by 1730, possibly earlier. In the mid
C18 some of the single-storey clay houses were modernised and what is now the
Royal Oak Inn gained an upper floor and a dogleg staircase in 1742, as did Fairfield,
probably about 1760; however the Royal Oak used brick where Fairfield used
cobble. High Bow Farm was largely rebuilt in brick with an upper floor and a
staircase in 1761. All three of these houses received central entrances. In all the
cases where the ridge has clearly been raised, the crucks have been replaced with
triangular trusses and a wooden dogleg staircase installed at the rear. All the clay
buildings have been rendered. The Meeting House was rebuilt in brick with a
fashionable doorcase, in 1733. The Stonehouse seems to have been encased in
ashlar and modernised in at least two stages, one of which was in 1766. Low
Moorhouse Farm was also built or rebuilt in brick, double-pile, in 1764. The Royal
Oak freehold clay cottage was extended into two cottages and a cowhouse, later a
joiner's shop, by 1790 and at some time after 1823 it was further sub-divided into
seven cottages of which at least four had lofts. However the smithy and joiner's
remained single-storey until the end of the century. In 1734 Lowmoor House

FIG. 18. High Bow Farm
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became the first double-pile in the village; it seems from the list of occupants to have
been a gentry house rather than a farmhouse, and this may also be true of Fairfield.
The Hall farm and Moorhouse Farm probably acquired their full upper storeys and
their present fronts in the early C19. Orchard House farm's front also appears to be
early C19, but its upper storey is probably older.
As regards the dwelling houses in the C19, we find that according to the first
proper census in 1841, there were at that time 27 inhabitable houses in Moorhouse
of which 23 were actually inhabited, and it seems reasonable to identify these as:
Moorhouse Hall
Fairfield
Lowmoor House

The Stonehouse^house adjoining Hall farm
Royal Oak Inn^7 Royal Oak cottages
The Farmhouse^"wash-house" cottage
Moorhouse Farm^coach-house and cottage
Low Moor House Farm "Park" cottage
Moorouse Hall Farm^smithy and joiner's
Longwath
Low Moorhouse Farm and its two cottages

From the census returns and the 1910 survey we have:

Number inhabited
Number uninhabited
Number of inhabitants

1841

1851

1861

1871

1881

1891

1910

23
4
127

25
2
138

25
0
128

25
1
126

25
1
132

25
2
121

21
4

We see that the smithy and joiner's were built in clay, possibly during the mid C19,
and Rose Cottage was built in brick around the turn of the century. Otherwise the
main change was small clay cottages going out of use; since then a number of clay
dabbins recorded in 1910 have vanished completely, including six of the inn cottages
as described above. Some of this may have been the result of the Public Health Act
of 1875, which required higher standards. We know that in front of the north—south
wing of the Hall coach-house there was, until recently, another barn and in front of
this there was a derelict clay COTTAGE. This was shown on both the 1865 and
1899 Ordnance Survey maps as about 8.5 m long, but it is not described in the 1910
survey. However a garage for the Hall was mentioned (the only one in Moorhouse at
that time) and this is probably what was meant. Mr Holliday recalls it as derelict in
the 1950s. Mr Pattinson remembers it from when he was a boy, living in the joiner's.
Mrs F.H. Stordy of Thurstonfield, born 1896, also remembers it; she says they knew
it was a cottage because it had a grate. It may have been Rachel Bell's dower, left to
her by John when he died in 1806. 26 It has now been replaced by an electricity substation, beneath which may perhaps be seen remains of a plinth.
The SCHOOLHOUSE which once stood on the village green no longer exists.
Hutchinson 27 records that the fifth bequest of Thomas Pattinson of Easton,
16 March 1785, was the interest of £100 to the schoolmasters of Burgh, Longburgh
and Moorhouse as an encouragement for teaching the poor children of the parish of
Burgh. Parson and White's 1829 Directory has Joseph Varley, schoolmaster, living in
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Moorhouse. Mannix and Whellan's of 1847 has William Rickerby, teacher, of
Powlands school, and says that the school at Moorhouse receives ,E1 18s. 6d. from
Pattinson's charity, for which two children receive gratuitous instruction. The 1861
census gives John Emmerson, aged 59, "teacher of a school", probably living in Low
Moorhouse Farm's two-bedroom cobble cottage. In 1841 there were living in
Moorhouse fifteen children aged 5-12, not counting Moorpark. Mr J. Dench,
headmaster of Burgh Primary School, says that in 1854 a diocesan questionnaire
was sent to the schools, enquiring about the size of the buildings and the numbers of
pupils. The reply 28 states that Moorhouse had a "Mistress's" school, i.e. one held in
a private house (see Fairfield, above). It was also stated that "There is a schoolroom
built by some inhabitants of the township of Moorhouse, 10 x 5 x 3 yards high
vacant there being no scholars". According to the codicil to Jonathan Ostell's will
(1750) the "Scoule house in Moorhouse was buelded in 1748", and he had given
£5 5s. towards it. A proposed Union of Schools did not get off the ground until
1866 and lasted only until 1868, when the inspector closed both Moorhouse and
Burgh schools down on public health grounds. There was no maintained school in
the parish for two years, and Mrs Cruddace's grandfather used to recall a long walk
to school in another parish. A grant was sought from the National Society and a new
school built in Burgh. However in 1874 there was a petition against its being a
Church school and a School Board was set up. The first Ordnance Survey map
shows an endowed school on the village green but the 1899 edition does not. All
trace of it has now vanished although the Ordnance Survey map shows its position
clearly, so it must have been a clay dabbin. These houses have no foundations but
the stone plinth would have outlasted the clay walls; it was probably robbed for new
building or for patching.
It is also clear from the census returns that there was an agricultural worker's
family living in a house no longer existing, in the east part of the village. It was
probably occupied by the families Waugh in 1841, Barber in 1851, Waugh in 1861
and Boustead in 1871. Mr Scott says that his grandmother related that there was
indeed such a cottage earlier in this century. It was in the Park, somewhere towards
its eastern end, immediately across the road from the joiner's and it is marked
"pump" on the 1899 map. The occupant's name at that time was Beatty, a welldigger. Its own well is still visible though covered, and is thought to be responsible
for some damp in the modern house which has replaced it. The cottage does not
figure in the 1910 survey. There was a drive round the back from the Hall which is
not marked on the Ordnance Survey maps.
The clay barn in the field next to the smithy, belonging to Orchard House Farm,
collapsed after the recent earthquake. Mr Scott says that it was definitely of
shuttered construction; the marks were clearly visible and the walls were unusually
straight. They had certainly not been raised and there were no crucks; he thinks it
was a late building. There were wooden tie-bars across the corners, still embedded
in the clay, and the slates were held by sheeps' rib bones. He thinks that the clay
walls had been weakened by a build-up of soil which effectively short-circuited the
stone plinth, preventing it from functioning properly as a dampcourse. In his father's
day the barn was used as an abattoir. It is shown on the first Ordnance Survey map.
To conclude with some general observations, it is noticeable that the farmhouse
plans are remarkably similar, partly due no doubt to the practice of re-using timbers.
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It is also very striking the extent to which the clay walls are patched; in some
buildings, such as the "wash-house" cottage and some of the ba rn s, clay, brick and
cobble can all be seen side by side in one wall. Not infrequently the gable of a clay
building has been rebuilt in brick. The corners are of course the weakest pa rt of a
building and gables are less stable than hips; it seems strange that round co rn ers are
so rare, when they can so easily be made in clay. No advantage seems to have been
taken of this property of clay except in the single case of the outshut of Orchard
House Farm; unlike clay buildings in many other parts of the world they mostly
imitate stone, with its limitations, as closely as possible. Only two ingle-nooks
remain in Moorhouse and none of the carved built-in cupboards found in the Lake
District. So far no walls raised with clay have been found, only with brick or cobble,
although it must be admitted that they could easily have been missed, particularly in
the case of a farmhouse which is plastered inside and rendered outside. Crucks are
found only in association with clay; the loadbearing properties of cobble must have
been recognised from the sta rt . All the cruck tops are the same, a particularly sound
design with the blades tenoned into the yokes. If, in addition, the ridge beams are
pegged to the yokes the axial stability is increased, but it is not always easy to see
whether this is the case. It should be pointed out that the walls are not even as
regular as in these drawings; corners are not necessarily right-angles and wall
thickness can vary by at least +0.1 m even in the horizontal direction, in a single
building. Not surprisingly the upper parts are often thinner than the lower. Some
walls are as thin as 0.4 m but mostly they range from about 0.5 to 0.7 m. The
farmworkers' and servants' accommodation appears to have been separate from that
of the family in all the houses where the evidence remains (Moorhouse Hall Farm,
Orchard House Farm, High Bow Farm and probably Moorhouse Farm). Their
sleeping quarters were reached by a ladder or fixed steps from the service end and
there was no way through upstairs to the family's bedrooms.
These clay buildings have very considerable historical interest; they are in some
respects of an older style than most of the stone houses of the Lake District (at least
seven Moorhouse buildings still have crucks and at least three of the nine farms were
long-houses) so that it seems likely that their study could shed light on the early
vernacular architectural history of Cumbria, about which so little is at present
known. 29
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